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   All professions develop their own vocabulary.  Terms 
unique to farriery have come down to us through the 
generations, and are still being coined as needed to 
communicate the concepts of the evolving art and science 
today.  In addition to the parlance peculiar to our 
profession, farriers must be familiar with the basic 
language of veterinary medicine, zoology, metallurgy, 
equine husbandry, and horsemanship.

   In 1994, Millwater Publishing  released the first 
modern lexicon of farriery.  The Pocket Dictionary of 
Farrier Terms and Technical Language  drew quite a 
bit of interest, and was soon followed by the much 
improved New Dictionary of Farrier Terms and 
Technical Language.

   To celebrate the tenth year of publication, this 2004 
edition features some eighty new entries, as well as 
updates and revisions of many existing definitions.

   Farriery is not alone in changing over the past decade. 
The technology and resources for publishing have evolved 
as well.  The original Pocket Dictionary was copied from 
masters generated by an 8-bit computer’s daisy wheel 
printer.  By time the first New Dictionary was published, 
new computer and printer systems made better typesetting 
and simple black and white in-text illustrations possible.
   For the 10th Anniversary Dictionary , technology 
and new publishing paradigms have made it possible to 
include tighter page formatting, much better grayscale 
illustrations, and a binding designed to lay flat on your 
desk while open to any page.

   We hope you will find this edition useful and enjoyable.

  DM.
ii.



   Each entry in this Dictionary consists of the word to be 
defined, which will be printed in boldface. This may be 
followed by a phonetic guide which will be enclosed 
(in parentheses) and/or etymological information 
enclosed [in brackets] with foreign root-words in italics. 

   The definition most relevant to farriery will be listed 
first. If additional definitions are included, each definition 
will be preceded by a numeral in parentheses. Words 
used within definitions which are themselves defined 
elsewhere in this Dictionary may be printed in italic 

boldface.

   Where cross-referencing may clarify a word’s meaning, 
See: or See also: directions are included. 

   The most commonly used words and word forms 
receive primary listings. Common synonyms for these 
words are included at the end of primary entries with an 
a.k.a: denotation. These synonyms and alternate word 
forms often have their own separate listings with
See:  instructions.

iii.



anvil [Anglo-Saxon anfilt; 
from an , on, and fealdan,to 
fold]: (1.) A block of steel 
against which metals are 
hammered. The London 
pattern anvil, which began 
it's evolution in the 13th 
century, has been the 
trademark of farriers and 
blacksmiths for three 
centuries. Shop anvils 
commonly weighed hundreds 
of pounds, with the largest 
known being 1400 pounds. 
Modern farrier anvils often 
have special features and 
usually weigh between 50 and 
150 pounds.
(2.) In human anatomy, the 
middle bone {incus} in the ear.

anvil shooting: (1.) A 
recreational practice in which 
an explosive charge (usually 
black gunpowder) is placed 
between two stacked anvils 
and ignited with a fuse, 
launching the top anvil as 
much as 100 feet into the air. 
a.k.a: Blowing the anvil.
(2.) Hammering a white-hot 
piece of  iron against a wet 
anvil. This produces a pistol-

shot like sound.

apprentice [from Latin 
apprendo, to seize or 
apprehend]: Traditionally, an 
individual whose primary 
reward for labor is the 
opportunity to learn a trade. 
The apprentice is usually 
bound to an established 
craftsman for a specified 
period of time and paid a 
modest salary. An apprentice 
cannot accept payment for his 
work directly from customers. 
Farrier apprenticeships 
traditionally run from 3 to 7 
years in length.

arc welder: A device which 
uses high-voltage electrodes 
to generate intense, 
concentrated heat. Used to 
weld and cut metal.

Arm & Hammer: Brand of 
forged anvils from 1900 until 
1950.

arteries: The thick-walled 
vessels which carry 
oxygenated blood from the 
heart to the tissues.

arteriovenous anastomoses: 
See: A.V.A.

articulation: The range of 
movement of a skeletal joint.

ass:  Member of the species 
Equus asinus, Equus hemionus, 
or Equus kiang. Asses tend to 
be smaller and slower than 
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domestic horses, but are very 
tough and can survive well on 
a relatively poor diet and 
may carry proportionately 
larger burdens.  Asses exist in 
truly wild as well as feral 
forms in addition to the 
domesticated population, 
which are more commonly 
called donkeys.  Donkeys 
have been selectively bred to 
sizes from miniature up to over 
16 hands.  The jenny may carry 
her foal for up to 13 months.  
Asses have small, upright 
hooves  with large frogs.  They 
are most recognizable for their 
long ears, each of which may 
be more than half the length 
of the animal’s head.  Asses 
have a very distinctive bray 
which may be heard for 
several miles and which may 
be voiced continuously for an 
impressive length of time.  
see: jack; mule.

Associate of the Farriers 
Company of London: See: 
A.F.C.L.

association:  A society whose 
members are united by mutual 
interests.

See also: guild.

atmospheric forge: A propane 
forge that requires no blower. 
Perfected by Donald Jones of 
NC Tool in 1982. This was the 
first gas forge in which good 
welds could consistently be 
made.

atrophy  (at r -f ) [from 
Greek atrophia, not to 
nourish]: Shrinking or 
degeneration of tissues. 
Usually results from disuse or 
disease.

A.V.A.: Arteriovenous 
anastomoses. Special blood 
vessels which act as bypass 
valves, diverting blood away 
from the tiny capillaries 
which nourish the laminae. 
Opening the A.V.A.s reduces 
blood flow resistance, thereby 
increasing the flow rate. This 
is thought to be a mechanism 
for preventing frostbite in 
equine hooves.

A.W.C.F.: Associate of the 
Worshipful     Company    of
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approximate moisture content 
of hoof horn is 25% for the 
wall, 33% for the sole, and 
50% for the frog.
See: Page A-2.

hoof-pastern axis:  The slope 
of the dorsal hoof wall 
compared to that of the 
pastern.  The slope of the 
pastern changes inversely to 
alterations in the  hoof angle.  
When the hoof angle is 
steeper, the slope of the 
pastern becomes shallower.  
When the hoof angle is made 
shallower, the slope of the 
pastern becomes more upright.  
Hoof angle is traditionally 
considered ideal when it has 
been adjusted so that the slope 
of the hoof and pastern are 
the same, which is called a 
straight hoof-pastern axis.  
When the slope of the dorsal 
hoof wall is steeper than that 
of the pastern, the axis is said 
to be broken forward.  When 
the slope of the dorsal hoof 
wall is shallower than that 
of the pastern, the axis is said 
to be broken back.

hoof rings: Roughly 
horizontal distortions on the 

hoof wall which may be 
caused by changes in diet, 
environment, season, or by 
illness. Uneven hoof rings may 
indicate that the horse has 
been foundered.
a.k.a: growth rings; fever 
rings.

hoof sealant: Any of a number 
of artificial varnishes which 
reduce the transfer of moisture 
between the hoof and the 
environment.

hoof spring:  A spring, usually 
“V” shaped, which is placed 
between the bars of the hoof 
in an attempt to promote 
expansion or combat 
contracted hoof.
See: Page A-2.

horse:  Member of the species 
Equus caballus.  Horses are 
arguably the most useful 
beasts of burden in human 
history, possessing the 
optimum balance of strength, 
speed, endurance, size, and 
tractable nature.
   Although early humans 
hunted horses for food, men 
have domesticated horses for 
riding and driving since the 
dawn of recorded history.  
Selective breeding has 
produced horses ranging in 
size from seven hands up to 
twenty-one hands in height, 
and from below one hundred 
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pressure that can sometimes 
occur with conventional pads.

hot nail: See: close nail; quick.

hot set: To briefly press a hot 
horseshoe against the bottom 
of a horse’s hoof. This is 
traditionally done as an aid 
to leveling the hoof and shoe, 
and to burn clips  into the hoof 
wall. Hot setting has also 
been recommended as a way to 
kill surface germs and to seal 
the perimeter of the sole.  A 
healthy hoof with normal 
thickness of sole can 
withstand a horseshoe at dull 
red heat for several seconds 
without the horse feeling any 
discomfort, but uninitiated 
horses may react to the sound 
and smoke generated during a 
hot set.

hot shoe: Horseshoeing with 
the aid of a forge. May 
involve fabricating the 
horseshoes from bar stock 
and/or hot setting.

hyaline (h a-l n): Glassy 
or transparent. Particularly 
the substance which covers 
the ends of bone at a joint.

hybrid:  The offspring of 
parents who are of different 
species.  The most common 
equine hybrids are the mule 
and hinny, both of which are 
normally sterile.

hydrated lime: See: lime, 
hydrated.

hypertrophy (h -pûr -
f ): Increase in tissue volume 
resulting from the 
enlargement of existing cells.

hypothesis (h -poth -sis): 
An educated guess that seems 
to fit the available evidence.
See also: Scientific process.

IC: Intern Certified farrier 
(formerly Intern 
Classification Farrier). An 
AFA recognition for student 
and novice farriers. The IC 
examination is similar in 
format to the CF exam, but 
has longer time limits and no 
forge work. Sub-passing scores 
on the CF exam may be 
accepted as part of the IC 
exam.

improver: Used is some 
European smithies to describe 
a farrier whose status within 
the trade is between that of 
an apprentice and a 
journeyman.

interdigitate: To fold or lock 
together, as when the fingers 
of one hand are laced between 
those of the other. This term 
describes the manner in which 
the horny and sensitive 
laminae interlock within the 
hoof.

interfering: (1) Generally 

The Dictionary of Farrier Terms.   SAMPLE PAGES.



distal.

Pseudallescheria boydii: 
Microorganism implicated in 
some cases of onychomycosis.

puss pocket: See: abscess.

Putnam: Brand of horseshoe 
nails from 1859 to around 1920. 
First successful machine-made 
horseshoe nails.

pyramidal disease: Severe 
inflammation of the P III at 
the extensor process where the 
main digital extensor tendon 
is attached. Dorsal swelling 
above the coronary band and 
deformed hoof  wall growth 
may occur. 
a.k.a: buttress foot; extensor 
process disease.  See: Pages A-
2; A-3; A-5.

quarter crack:(1) Any 
sandcrack in the quarters of 
the hoof  wall. May be 
superficial or penetrating; 
basal  or coronary.
(2) This term has been used to 
specifically denote a coronary 
sandcrack in the quarter.

quick [from Anglo-Saxon cwic, 
alive or living]:(1) (noun) Any 
of the sensitive structures 
within the hoof  capsule.
(2) (verb) To cut, or drive a 
nail, into sensitive structures.  
a.k.a: prick; hot nail.

quittor [from Old French 
quitture, discharge]: Necrosis 

of the lateral cartilages due 
to infection. Characterized by 
severe lameness and puss 
discharge.

rack:  A fast four-beat gait 
used primarily by five-gaited 
Saddlebreds.  This is a broken 
lateral gait in which the 
high-stepping action of each 
front foot delays its landing 
until just after that of the 
hind foot on the same side.  
Sometimes called a ‘single-
foot’, as there are moments 
within each stride where a 
forefoot is the only foot on the 
ground.  This is strictly a show 
gait, and will exhaust even a 
fit horse rather quickly.  The 
term ‘rack’ is often employed 
incorrectly to describe all 
manner of odd trot and pace  
gait variants in grade horses.

radiograph: An "X-Ray". An 
image produced by 
photographing artificially 
generated radiation which 
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yeast infection: White line 
disease was thought to be an 
infection of Candida Albicans 
Yeast. More recent evidence 
suggests, however, that other 
fungi, such as 
pseudallescheria Boydii are 
actually responsible.

zinc: A bluish-white metallic 
element. Atomic number 30. 
Atomic weight 65.37. Melting 
point 419.4°C. Blue-white in 
color.  An important 
component in many alloys, 
solders, and metal coatings.  
As a dietary mineral, zinc 
appears essential to the 
proper functioning of the 
basement membrane between 
the horny and sensitive 
laminae.

zoonoses: Diseases 
communicable between man 
and other animals.

APPENDIX
of

ILLUSTRATIONS:
A-2

External Hoof Anatomy.

A-3
External Anatomy
of Equine Limbs.

A-4
Skeletal Anatomy
of Equine Limbs.

A-5
Cross-Section
of Equine Digit.

A-6
Basic Shoeing Box Tools.

A-7
Basic Anvil Tools.

A-8
Plain Keg Shoe Design.

A-9
Common

Horseshoe Types.

A-1.
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Our website includes a secure, online store 
featuring this Dictionary and other Millwater 
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farriers and horseowners.

MillwaterPublishing.com also features
free online archives of the Carolina Farrier’s 

Open Forum & Idea Exchange, and 
Equestrian Quarterly periodicals, as well as 

selected Millwater articles and essays.


