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To my grandfather, Rabbi I. Harry Shoulson 971
I believe he would have wanted to read this book

And to the Samaritan Community
For preserving their traditions through the ages,
giving the world another perspective through which to look back at history.






Introduction

The Samaritan community is a unique culture and religion in the world. They share an origin
with Jews, but the two peoples diverged thousands of years ago, already in Biblical times. The main
schism between the cultures is the location of the Holy Temple, the “place the LORD your God will
choose as a dwelling for his Name.” To the Jews, this meant Mt. Moriah in Jerusalem. The Samaritans
looked to God’s designation as a place of holiness and sacrifice in the book of Deuteronomy (11:29),
and understood the designated site to be Mt. Gerizim in Samaria, near the city of Shechem. Indeed,
their version of the Torah consistently phrases references to the place in past tense: “the place the
LORD your God has chosen as a dwelling for his Name.” And there they continue to worship, and
indeed there even to this day they sacrifice the Passover offering every year.

The Samaritans also continue to use a descendent of the older “paleo-Hebrew” script (referred to
in the Talmud as say ans, “Hebrew script”). The Talmudic name for the squarish Hebrew lettering we
use today, »wex ans, literally means “Assyrian script,” and appears to be a derivative of an Aramaic
form of the alphabet which the Jews picked up and developed into a national hand during their exile
in Assyria. Technically, the only truly “Hebrew” script still in use is the Samaritan script. At any
rate, this book is printed exclusively in normal square Hebrew script, smwx ans, for the convenience
of the reader: very few people can read Samaritan script, in which Genesis 1:1 looks like this:
MO YV DA (Y OV M B VAA Y YDA

The pronunciation and grammar of Samaritan Hebrew is radically different from that of the
Jews. Some of these differences are important to consider when studying the differences between
the two texts. In particular, the Samaritan pronunciation has dropped the letters x, #, n and v
almost completely, to the point that a word like onb has only one syllable, albeit a long one: lem
(The n and » still have a residual pronunciation in some words). This becomes significant when we
consider variations between the Masoretic and Samaritan versions like Spn vs. Yp1n in Genesis 1:14.
It is a proper noun, the name of a river, and so there are no other forms or constructions from
which to find its “root” and demonstrate how it should be spelled. To a Samaritan reader, both
spellings would be pronounced the same. The same applies to the mountain named in Genesis 8:4:
pyx in the Masoretic version, but v in the Samaritan version. In alphabetic acrostics in Samaritan
liturgy, these four letters are used interchangeably at their four places in the alphabet.

Similarly, one should not be confused by the Samaritan reading in Gen. 18:15, which has Abraham
telling Sarah “smpmy” and think that Abraham is asserting the he, himself, had laughed. It is much
more likely that this spelling represents the Samaritan second person feminine singular past tense
ending -ti, which can also be seen in some surviving instances in the Masoretic text, as in the ketiv
at Jer. 4:19, in Judges 5:7, and in Song of Songs 4:9.

In addition, the Samaritan dialect lacks the letter Sin, that is, the letter v pronounced with
the sound of s. And so in Samaritan reading, the Children of Israel are bdni yishrd'el. They retain
the w pronunciation of the letter 1, and the nssma letters, which can be hard or soft in Masoretic
Hebrew, have only one sound: the hard sound, except for the letter s, which is nearly always f
(in a few words » and 1 have a b sound. For s, this often happens for words in which the letter
is consonantal in Masoretic Hebrew, as in myn, “commandments,” but also, interestingly, in mmb,
“tablets,” which is luhot in Masoretic Hebrew, but le'bit in Samaritan Hebrew). On the other side, the
-1 prefix is sometimes pronounced as f, especially after an epenthetic vowel, as in Jna in Gen. 1:6,
pronounced aftok.

The Samaritans consider only the Pentateuch to be a holy book; the rest of the Hebrew Scriptures
are no more a part of their Bible than the New Testament is to Judaism. The Samaritan version of
the Torah differs in several ways from the Jewish Masoretic version, and those differences are the
purpose of this book. In researching Samaritan writing and culture (which I was doing in order to
help ensure that Samaritan orthography was properly represented in computer character standards),



I met with Mr Benyamim Tsedaka, a prominent member of the Samaritan community, and from him
obtained a copy of a comparing text (much like this one) which had been prepared by his uncle
and father, Abraham and Ratson Tsedaka. I was fascinated by the new perspective on the text of the
Bible that such a direct side-by-side comparison provides. No matter what one’s opinion is regarding
the authenticity of any version of the Bible, certainly studying such an old text from such a distinct
culture is enlightening.

The Samaritan Pentateuch was never canonized with the sort of finality that the Masoretes
applied to the Bible in Judaism. Therefore, there are many differing versions of it (some 6000, by
some counts), all quite different from the Masoretic version and less blatantly different from each
other. Some suggested that a comparing text like this would never be truly useful, since you would
really have to show comparisons with all the various forms of the Samaritan Torah. But all I knew
was that whenever I flipped through the photocopies I had of the Tsedakas’ book, I discovered truly
interesting and insightful differences that were definitely worth reading. Imperfect though such a
comparison might be, I feel that any serious scholar of the Bible should be exposed to at least a
taste of how another ancient religion preserved it.

The Tsedakas’ book is no longer in print, and indeed 1 was able to acquire only a photocopy
of it. 1 felt that this text is too interesting and important to be so rare and hard to find, so I set
about preparing my own version, with results which you see before you. I also was partly motivated
by the self-imposed challenge of trying to put together and typeset the book as much as possible
by automatic means with computer programs. A few words on that aspect of the book follow this
introduction.

I hope that you will find this text as intriguing as I do, and I hope that it will provide another
window on ancient Israelite society, from which came both the Jews and the Samaritans.
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A Note on the Text

This text was prepared by comparing texts automatically with a computer, and then manually
correcting the results. The Masoretic text used was a version of the computerized transcription of
the Leningrad Codex, prepared originally at the University of Michigan. For the Samaritan text, a
transcription was obtained of the text published in The Samaritan Pentateuch: Edited According to MS 6
(C) of the Shekhem Synagogue by Abraham Tal (Tel Aviv University, 1994). The columns are presented
with the Masoretic (Jewish) version on the right, with its attendant vowel-points, and the Samaritan
version, unpointed, on the left.

The text of the Samaritan Pentateuch is not so fixed a matter as the Masoretic text. Although
there are some variations among the various source-texts (and later redactions) of the Masoretic
Pentateuch, these are surprisingly few in number for such a large text, and of those few, only a
small fraction affect the consonantal text, which is what matters in a comparative text like this. The
Samaritan text does not have such a strong tradition of care and fidelity, and exists in a number of
different versions with more significant differences. The Shekhem Synagogue text was chosen mainly
because it was available, but also because at least that gives our source a known provenance. This
means that there remain interesting distinctions to study between the Masoretic version and other
Samaritan versions that are not shown in this comparison, and some differences shown here do
not apply to other versions, of course. Nonetheless, the comparison remains worthwhile. The exact
versions of the texts are not even that important: most of the same truly interesting differences
would show up with any more or less representative version of both texts.

One might, therefore, wonder at the lack of critical apparatus in this book. In many ways, this
has to do with the intent of this work. This book is not intended to answer questions about the
Samaritan and Masoretic Torahs: it is intended to ask those questions. It is meant to start discussion
and debate, not to end it. A full critical presentation would be impractical under the constraints
of showing how the texts match up, and would also confuse the matter more than clarify it. The
truly interested reader is urged to follow up on the thoughts raised by reading this comparison with
more detailed research and study. The works of such scholars as Ben-Hayyim, Abraham Tal, and Alan
D. Crown, and Von Gall’s comprehensive Samaritan Pentateuch with variant readings from dozens of
manuscripts are good places to start.

The vocalization of the Samaritan Pentateuch is even less well-defined. There is a Samaritan
system of vowel-marking, but it was never refined into a truly coherent system like Jewish Tiberian
pointing. Some signs are used differently between different manuscripts, and even within the same
manuscripts signs are observed being applied inconsistently. Moreover, the grammar of Samaritan
Hebrew is very different from that of the Masoretic text, and seeing the vowels would only confuse
most readers, and not help them to understand the Samaritan reading any better. Ze’ev Ben-Hayyim’s
A Grammar of Samaritan Hebrew is an excellent resource for getting an idea of the differences between
Samaritan and Jewish versions of the Biblical Hebrew language.

The texts for each book were broken up word by word and compared by machine (the Masoretic
version first being stripped of its vocalization), which generated a merged file consisting of all the
common words (with vowels restored) with differences and additions annotated as such (as well as
some formatting data, Qere/Ketiv annotations, etc). The merged file was processed with Omega, a
typesetting tool by John Plaice and Yannis Haralambous, based on TgX by Donald E. Knuth, in order
to achieve the final typesetting, including weekly-reading headings, verse-numbers, etc.

Obviously, this kind of comparison will completely miss important differences in vocalization and
analysis: it deals strictly with the consonants, with all the limitations that entails. The vowels have
an enormous effect on the meaning of a sentence, and so the Samaritan and Masoretic versions may
have vast and interesting differences that are not reflected in the consonants at all. And yet even
so, there is much of interest to read.
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Because the computer cannot detect the most helpful arrangement for the text, the merged file
was then edited by hand to improve the clarity of the results. For example, Genesis 1:14 in the
Masoretic version reads a»b1 pm ova pa Y1aab oown wpia nwn v, while the Samaritan version says
. 13 paxa Sy ovwnb oown wpra maxn. Aside from the minor variation of plene vs. defective spelling
in nwn and mwxn, the obvious way to read this is that the Samaritan version contains the phrase
vt 5y wxnb (thus paralleling the phrase in the next verse in both versions) while the Masoretic
version does not, and concordantly the Samaritan version needs a conjunctive 1 before »1anb and the
Masoretic version does not. But a mechanical language-blind comparison, as the computer does, only
finds that we seem to have one word that is %1an% in the Masoretic text and wxab in the Samaritan
text, followed by three words, »1an ywn 5w, which appear only the Samaritan text and not the
Masoretic text. Similarly, where our version of the Masoretic text has wmwYv1> in Genesis 14:1, where
the Samaritan version has % 15 (as do some Masoretic texts), it makes more sense to consider
this a variation of two words vs. one word, rather than wwbv1> against v13 and the addition of wnwb.
Mismatches like these are found and realigned in the hand-editing of the merged file.

For consistency, the Masoretic text is considered to be represented by its Qere (where there
is a difference), since that is the version that determines the traditional meaning, and frequently
it is the Qere (and not the Ketiv) which agrees with the Samaritan reading. The Ketiv is noted
in a footnote. Some effort is made to distinguish “minor” differences (such as plene vs. defective
spelling) and more significant variations, with only partial success. The program removes any initial
1, 1, or m letters from both candidate words, and then removes all occurrences of 1 and * from both
words and declares the distinction to be “minor” if the now-reduced words match. Obviously, this
will catch some minor variations but not all, and will erroneously classify as minor some distinctions
which readers would consider more important. “Minor” variations are printed in boldface type, while
“major” variations are printed not only boldface but also slightly larger than the ordinary text. The
Samaritan text used also contained some editorial annotation. This book follows the editorial decisions
made by Tal in his preparation of the text, and so uses the corrections of those scribal errors Tal
considered to be “obvious,” does not show words which are struck out in the original, etc.

The Masoretic text is shown with its traditional “open” and “closed” sections, marked by
appropriate spacing and the letters 5 and o. The Samaritan tradition divides the text into m¥p, which
are marked with stars on the Samaritan side (often corresponding with Masoretic breaks, but not
always). Naturally, since the two texts must line up, the Masoretic spacing dominates the Samaritan
text also, and spaces occur in the Masoretic side to correspond with the stars. The songs in Exodus
and Deuteronomy have also been formatted according to the Masoretic layout (more or less: the
Samaritan version has an additional half-line in Deut. 32:15, which shifts everything down, and the
the spaces in Deut. 32:9 and 32:24 have been shifted in the Samaritan version to correspond with
the sentence-structure better).

Verse numbers appear in the gutter between the columns, and chapter numbers in the margin,
repeated in the running page headers (verse-numbers relate to the Masoretic text, where they
differ, since the Samaritan text was not numbered in this way). Although the Samaritan text is
mostly considered to be purely consonants (and spaces), where sources indicate that verse-endings
(that is, sentence-endings) in the Samaritan text differ in a significant fashion from the Masoretic
verse-divisions, an end-of-verse marker (:) is inserted into the Samaritan text (whereas normally it is
unmarked). Thus for example in Leviticus 8:21, where the Masoretic text breaks the verses before ma
avpn, thus connecting those words to the following sentence, the Samaritan text breaks it after those
words, connecting them to the previous sentence. Also indicated in the margins and the headers
are the Jewish and Samaritan weekly reading portions (in the headers above each respective column,
and in the outer margin of each respective column). The Samaritan weekly reading given follows the
standard of the Tsedaka Pentateuch.
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