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Introduction 
 
Several years ago the Lord set our family on a 

journey of rediscovering the truth of His Word and in 
more recent times gave us a strong desire to spread 
the new understanding we had found. 

We learned about the amazing accuracy of Bible 
prophecy and what it tells us about the end time 
events that will occur before the return of our Lord. 
He showed us how important it was to understand 
these prophecies and to spread the news so that we 
can all be prepared for what lies ahead.  

We also discovered that we had previously been 
mistaught in relation to certain areas of doctrine, 
which we had always accepted as being correct, 
without actually verifying it against the Word of God. 

It was quite a shock to find out that God’s Ten 
Commandment law was still in existence and had not 
been ‘done away with at the cross’ and that our 
previous understanding of what happens when we die, 
had in reality stemmed from pagan religious belief 
systems, and was not in reality what the Bible taught. 

God gives us all different talents and abilities and 
leads us through circumstances where we learn things 
and grow in our spiritual walks. Through much prayer, 
seeking the Lord’s direction for our lives and in 
response to the strong desire that the Holy Spirit put 
on our hearts to encourage people to read His Word 
and learn the truths of the Bible, we were led into 
embarking on an Internet Evangelism Ministry. 

My husband had many years experience with 
computers having been involved in hardware design 
and programming, which enabled him to quickly 
answer the call and begin designing websites. The 
Lord had previously already led him to start writing in 



8 

depth Bible studies, which had previously only been 
viewed by a small number of people, but with the 
doors the Lord opened he was able to post this onto 
the net. He continues to write these studies, I have 
written material for some of our sites and we have 
also been privileged enough to have been given 
permission to use some very informative studies by 
Pastor Steve Wohlberg (TV Evangelist, Radio 
personality and author of ten books) for use on some 
of our sites. 

Our websites cover many topics such as the truth 
about Hell, the Ten Commandments, the Christian 
Sabbath, the Secret Rapture, Ceremonial Law, Wicca 
Witchcraft and the 1000 year millennium to name a 
few.  

The Lord had richly blessed this ministry and we 
have had an unprecedented response to our websites, 
which at the time of writing this book total 41, with 
many of them coming up on the first pages of web 
site searches. 

To help advertise these websites I have written 
articles which I freely post on the web, each with 
informative mini Bible studies on various topics and a 
link to one of our website that will give the deeper 
study on these subjects. 

This book encompasses the articles used to 
promote our Internet Evangelism Ministry and I pray 
that they will encourage people to go back to the Bible 
and study these topics for themselves. 
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PROPHECY AND END TIME EVENTS 
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What is Daniel’s 70 week prophecy? 
 
The prophecy in Daniel 9: 24-27 reads: 
 
"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and 
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to 
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from 
the going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the 
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks 
shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the 
people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the 
city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be 
with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations 
are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant 
with many for one week: and in the midst of the week 
he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and 
that determined shall be poured upon the desolate." 
 
Daniel had been earnestly praying for his people, the 
Jews, who were in captivity in Babylon when he was 
given this vision. 
 
It is the most amazing and accurate prophecy about 
the coming of the Messiah. The timeline begins in 457 
BC with the decree of Artaxerxes to rebuild the 
temple. Ezra 7:8-17 shows that the decree went out 
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in the seventh year of the reign of Artzxerxes, so 
history can confirm the year. 
 
In Bible prophecy they work on the day for a year 
system, Ezekiel 4:6 “...I have appointed thee each 
day for a year” so therefore 70 weeks, 490 days is 
490 years. 
 
This prophecy is split into three sections. Seven weeks 
(49 years, which is the time it took to rebuild the 
temple), 62 weeks (434 years) till Messiah the Prince. 
This takes us to the year the year AD27, which is the 
year that Jesus was "anointed" and began His 
ministry, and finally there is another week, 7 years.  
 
It says that in the midst of the final seven years the 
Messiah will be "cut off, but not for himself" (showing 
that Jesus would die after 3 1/2 years of ministry) and 
would cause the "sacrifice and oblation to cease". 
Jesus' one time perfect sacrifice on Calvary put an end 
to the need for animal sacrifices once and for all.  
 
What happened in the final 3 1/2 years of this 
prophecy? The gospel message was still preached 
exclusively to the Jews, but at the end of this period, 
Stephen was stoned, marking the final decision of the 
Jewish leaders to reject Christ as the Messiah and 
from this time on the gospel was taken to the 
gentiles. 
 
This prophecy also predicted the destruction of the 
temple “the people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary” which occurred in 
AD70, and signified the final “desolation”. The 
destruction of both the first and the second temple 
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were both as a result of the people’s rejection and 
disobedience to God.  
 
This event signified that the sacred appointment of 
the Jewish people as God’s chosen ones was forever 
annulled. Through Christ a new covenant was made, 
that all who followed Him would be called the children 
of God and seed of Abraham. Galatians 3:29 “And if 
ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.” 
 
What a wonderful display of the power of God these 
prophecies are. To foretell almost 600 years ahead of 
time, when He would send His son to this world to die 
for our sins. How Jesus would “confirm the covenant” 
and cease the need for performing the sacrifices that 
had been put in place as a shadow of the fulfilling 
work of our Lord. 
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Are Christians Raptured before the Tribulation? 
 
Today many people are teaching that Christians will 
be taken away in a secret rapture, seven years before 
the return of Jesus, and that they will escape the 
Earth’s final tribulation period. 
 
Is this what the Bible really says? 
 
After describing the “persecutions and tribulations” 
which the early believers where enduring, Paul wrote: 
2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 “And to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power; When he shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 
(because our testimony among you was believed) in 
that day.” 
 
This shows that Paul was expecting that the church 
would be enduring persecution and tribulation right up 
until the coming of Jesus at the very end of the world. 
 
The idea that the church will be raptured away before 
the period of tribulation sounds good, because no one 
wants to go through persecution or hardship, but the 
fact is that throughout history Christians have 
suffered for their faith, and there will be no relief from 
that until the end of the world. 
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Almost every time the word tribulation is used in the 
New Testament it is referring to things that Christians 
go through, not that they escape from. 
 
Matthew 24:21-22 “For then shall be great tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those 
days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be 
shortened.” 
 
Revelation 2:10-11 “Fear none of those things which 
thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of 
you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall 
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.  He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the 
second death”. Paul is showing clearly that Christians 
must ‘overcome’ the tribulation and remain faithful 
even unto death. 
 
Revelation 7:14 “And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb”. 
 
These verses and many others all clearly indicate that 
the church will have to endure and overcome the time 
of tribulation. 
 
The thing that the church will be protected from 
though, are the seven last plagues, because the 
angels seal all of God’s people before the plagues are 
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unleashed. It will be just like the time of the ten 
plagues in Egypt, where God did not allow His angels 
to harm any of His people, and where the angel of 
death passed over the Jews who had marked their 
doorposts with the blood of a lamb in obedience to 
God’s instructions. 
 
We need to study the Word of God so that we are 
prepared what will take place in the final events of 
Earth’s history. 
 
For more information of this topic please visit 
http://www.rapturetruth.org/ 



18 



19 

Is the Secret Rapture Biblical?  
 
One of the most controversial subjects in relation to 
the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus, is whether or 
not there is a Secret Rapture of Christians seven years 
prior to His return.  
 
We know from Paul’s writings that at the last trump, 
when the trumpet sounds the dead in Christ will rise 
first and those believers on earth will be changed in 
an instant and receive our new immortal bodies 1 
Corinthians 15:51-53, “Behold, I show you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump:for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality.”  
 
This raises the question, if there had already been a 
Christian rapture seven years earlier, why would Paul 
be telling them that he expects them to still be on 
earth (remembering that Paul did not know the timing 
of the Lord’s return and wrote with the expectation 
that perhaps it would be during his lifetime)? 
 
Paul states clearly that these events takes place “at 
the last trump,” not seven years before it. He shows 
that, “the trumpet shall sound.” So it will be loud, not 
quiet or secret. 
  
Some teach that Jesus Christ will return secretly in 
the twinkling of an eye, but Paul actually says it is the 
changing of the bodies of believers from mortality to 
immortality that happens in the twinkling of an eye. 
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Therefore, 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 does not teach of 
Christians mysteriously vanishing at all. Rather, it 
reveals an extremely loud, audible return of Jesus 
Christ during the final sounding of the last trumpet 
and the instant transformation of believers into their 
new immortal bodies at the end of the world. 
 
Paul also wrote 1 Thessalonians 4:16 - 5:4  “For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words. But 
of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no 
need that I write to you. For yourselves know that the 
day of the Lord so cometh like a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then cometh 
sudden destruction upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape. But you 
brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief” 
 
So as well as again telling the people that they will be 
on earth when Jesus comes, he is also telling them 
that they should be ready for his return, so that it will 
not be unexpected the way it will be for the 
unbelievers. It describes a loud audible return of the 
Lord and the Christians meeting him in the air. He 
says that Jesus comes down from heaven, true 
believers are caught up together, and sudden 
destruction comes upon the lost. Again this does not 
depict a secret rapture in any way, and he is saying 
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that the Christians will still be on earth at the final 
trump. 
 
We need to study the Word of God so that we are 
prepared for what will happen in the final events of 
Earth’s history. 
 
For more information of this topic please visit 
http://www.ChristianRapture.com 
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Is there really a Secret Rapture? 
 
The secret rapture doctrine teaches that the coming of 
Jesus will be in two separate stages. The first, a secret 
rapture of the Church at the beginning of a seven year 
tribulation period followed by His glorious, audible, 
triumphant return to Earth accompanied by the 
Church at the end of the seven years.  
 
It also teaches that during this seven-year period the 
Antichrist is going to come into power, sit in a rebuilt 
Temple in Jerusalem and declare himself to be God. It 
says that the war of Armageddon is a literal war of 
nations against literal Israel, which occurs near the 
end of the seven years and is ended abruptly by 
Christ’s return with His Church. It says that literal 
Israel accepts the Lord as the Messiah and enters with 
Him as His covenant people into the 1000-year reign 
on earth. Those who ultimately reject Christ’s rule will 
be judged and destroyed at the end of the Millennium.  
 
Is this what the Bible really shows? 
 
In Matthew 28:20 Jesus said “…and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.” Why would He 
promise to be with the church until the ‘end of the 
world’ if He intended to come seven years before the 
end to take them out of the world?  
 
The Bible shows clearly that God’s church will still be 
on earth when Jesus returns. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
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up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
 
It shows that when Jesus returns His angels will 
gather His people from the earth. Matthew 24:31 “And 
he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 
How could they gather the church from the earth if 
the church had come back with Christ? 
 
Every eye will see Jesus when He returns. This 
includes all of the non-believers and all of the 
believers. Revelation 1:7 “Behold, he cometh with 
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen.”  
 
The Bible shows that His return will be sudden, and 
unexpected for unbelievers and those who have not 
studied His prophecies.  1 Thessalonians 5:2-3 says 
“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they 
shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape.” This verse also 
shows that the unbelievers will be destroyed when 
Jesus returns. 
 
When the Lord returns there will be nothing secret 
about it. The dead in Christ will rise first, those of us 
who have overcome the time of tribulation and 
persecution and are still alive will be caught up to 
meet Him in the sky. All of the unbelievers will be 
destroyed and the earth will melt. 2 Peter 3:12 
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“Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day 
of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat?” 
 
We will then go with Him to heaven where we will 
reign for a thousand years and the books will be 
opened and we will judge the nations. Revelation 
20:4-5 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, 
and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus (definitely shows that they were on earth during 
the tribulation), and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or 
in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ 
a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished. This is 
the first resurrection.” 
 
The Bible shows that Jesus comes and gathers His 
people and that the unbelievers are all destroyed and 
are not raised again until the end of the millennium. 
The believers reign in heaven for a thousand years, as 
the earth has been destroyed. At the end of the 
millennium God makes a “new heaven and a new 
earth”. 
 
For more information on this topic please visit 
http://www.secret-rapture.com/ 
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What is the Mark of the Beast? 
 
It is a common misconception that when the Bible 
refers to the Mark of the Beast, that the beast if 
Satan. A beast in prophetic terms is a religious, 
political or regal power. Daniel 7:23  “Thus he said, 
The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon 
earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and 
shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, 
and break it in pieces”. Daniel 7:17 “These great 
beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall 
arise out of the earth”. Revelation also clearly shows 
that there is a distinction between the devil and the 
beast. Revelation 20:10 “And the devil that deceived 
them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall 
be tormented day and night for ever and ever”.  The 
second beast referred to in Revelation is a false 
religious system with political power. 
 
The fifteenth century protestant reformers, such as 
John Wesley, John Huss etc all clearly stated that the 
fourth beast or “little horn” power of Daniel 7 that also 
correlates to the first beast of Revelation could be 
identified as the false system of religion, and 
persecuting power found within the papal system. The 
non-biblical doctrines instituted by the Roman Catholic 
Church had replaced many scripturally based 
doctrines with traditions of man. During the dark ages 
millions of people were tortured and killed as ‘heretics’ 
for not bowing down to all of the precepts of the 
Roman church. 
 
The Bible also tells us that the “little horn” power of 
Daniel 7:25 would “think to change times and laws”. 
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One of the most notable changes implemented by the 
papacy was the changing of the day of worship that 
God had implemented, the seventh day Sabbath, with 
Sunday worship.  
 
The papacy go so far as to say that the action of 
changing the Sabbath to Sunday, without any 
scriptural grounds is the ‘Mark’ of their authority, 
showing that they have the power to override even 
the institutions of God. "Sunday is our mark or 
authority...the church is above the Bible, and this 
transference of Sabbath observance is proof of that 
fact." Catholic Record of London , Ontario, September 
1, 1923. 
 
When people say that 666 is the devil’s number, this 
is also an incorrect conclusion. 666 is the number of a 
man (being the leader of the political-religio system).  
Revelation 13:18 “Here is wisdom. Let him that hath 
understanding count the number of the beast: for it is 
the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred 
threescore and six.” It is interesting to note that one 
of the names given to the Pope, which is written on 
his triple tiered crown is VICARIUS FILII DEI, and that 
if you add up the Roman numerals for each letter it 
comes to 666. 
 
Revelation predicts that at the end of time a second 
beast will arise that will be an image of the first beast, 
carrying out the same persecuting acts and holding 
the same false doctrines as the first.  Revelation 
13:12-13 “And he exerciseth all the power of the first 
beast before him, and causeth the earth and them 
which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose 
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deadly wound was healed” Revelation 13:15-17 “And 
he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, 
that the image of the beast should both speak, and 
cause that as many as would not worship the image of 
the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both 
small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save 
he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or 
the number of his name.” 
 
This shows that anyone who does not take the mark 
of the beast will be persecuted or killed. Then it goes 
on to speak of those true followers of God, who do not 
take the mark of the beast.  Revelation 14:12 “Here is 
the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
 
It is interesting that the differentiating factor is that 
those who are saved will be “keeping the 
commandments”, and that the “Mark” of the papal 
system is that they changed the fourth 
commandment, the Sabbath to Sunday.  
 
It seems then that the religio-political system, when it 
comes to power will enforce, upon consequence of 
death, the observance of worship on the counterfeit 
day, the day on which the pagans worship the sun 
god.  
 
Those that stay true to the Bible based teachings and 
keep the commandments have the following promise 
to look forward to. Revelation “And I saw thrones, and 
they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto 
them: and I saw the souls of them that were 
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beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of 
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.” 
 
For more information on this topic please visit 
http://www.666MarkOfTheBeast.org 
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Mark of the Beast Revealed. 
Amid the vast array of symbols in the book of 
Revelation there is a severe warning relating to 
anyone who takes the “Mark of the Beast”. Revelation 
14:9-11 “And the third angel followed them, saying 
with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and 
his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in 
his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be 
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of 
the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And 
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and 
ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who 
worship the beast and his image, and whosoever 
receiveth the mark of his name”. 
 
You will notice from this text that there is more than 
just taking the mark. It also refers to worshiping the 
beast or his image or receiving the mark of his name.  
 
There has been a lot of speculation about the mark of 
the beast and whether it will be a computer chip 
implanted under the skin, or a bar code or some sort 
of tattoo. These ideas revolve around the concept that 
whoever does not receive the Mark of the Beast will 
not be able to buy or sell, so therefore it has to be 
something that will be used to track those who pledge 
allegiance to the beast. There is a hole in this theory 
however, because even though some sort of 
technology may play a part in the prevention of 
commerce, there is more to the mark than just the 
buying and selling issue. As you can see from the 
verse above, the real issue with taking the mark, 
worshiping the beast or his image or receiving the 
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mark of his name, is that it will doom you to eternal 
damnation. 
The spiritual aspect of the mark, is also highlighted by 
the fact that everyone gets a mark, not just those 
who worship the beast, the true believers are also 
marked, Revelation 7:3 “Saying, Hurt not the earth, 
neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed 
the servants of our God in their foreheads”. 
Also the distinction between those who take the mark 
of the beast and those who get the seal or mark of 
God is shown to be directly related to obedience to 
the Ten Commandments. Straight after the warning 
about not taking the mark of the beast it shows the 
difference. Revelation 14:12 “Here is the patience of 
the saints: here are they that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus”. 
 
The mark of the beast will not be obvious, because it 
will deceive many. Revelation 19:20 “And the beast 
was taken, and with him the false prophet that 
wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived 
them that had received the mark of the beast, 
and them that worshipped his image. These both were 
cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone”. 
 
All of the symbols used in Revelation are explained 
elsewhere in the Bible, for instance a Beast represents 
a kingdom or a political or religious power. 
 
Daniel 7:23  “Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be 
the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse 
from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, 
and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces”. 
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Therefore the beast described in Revelation 13:1, 
which also correlates to the fourth beast of Daniel 7 
relates to an apostate religious system, one that 
blasphemes God, puts the rules of men above the 
Word of God, and one that claims to have the 
authority of God on earth. 
 
All of the early Protestant reformers clearly identified 
the first antichrist beast of Revelation to be none 
other than the false system of religion, and 
persecuting power found within the Roman Catholic 
Church. During the dark ages millions of people were 
tortured and killed as ‘heretics’ for not bowing down 
to all of the precepts the church. 
 
The Catholic Church say that the mark of their 
authority, is the fact that without scriptural support 
they changed the Seventh Day Sabbath of God to 
Sunday. Therefore, by their own admission, Sunday 
keeping (which is worshiping on a counterfeit day of 
worship, on the day that the pagans worship the Sun 
god) is the “Mark of the Beast”. 
 
Note again that those who are saved and sealed by 
the angels are those that obey the Ten 
Commandments and that the seal (Name, Title and 
Realm) of God is listed in His fourth commandment, 
the one the Catholic Church changed. Exodus 20:10 –
11 “But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD 
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates  For in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them 
is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD 
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blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.” This shows 
that God (name) is the Creator (title) of Heaven and 
earth (realm). 
 
For more information on this topic please visit  
http://www.666Mark-Of-The-Beast.com 
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PART TWO 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
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What’s the difference between Ordinances and 
Commandments? 
 
There seems to be a lot of confusion among Christians 
about the need to follow the Ten Commandment law 
of God. Many have been unable to differentiate 
between the ceremonial law, also called the 
Ordinances, that were done away with at the cross, 
and the Ten Commandments, which are eternal. This 
misunderstanding has led some to conclude that all 
Ten of the Commandments have been abolished and 
that we are now “Under Grace not the Law”. 
 
What actually did change at the cross? Were all of the 
commandments and ordinances abolished? Can we 
now commit any actions we desire and have them not 
called sin? The Bible, after all, defines sin as 
transgressing of the law. As ludicrous as this sounds, 
many are today preaching that we no longer have to 
keep the Ten Commandments. This implies that 
murdering, stealing, committing adultery etc are all 
okay. They may say in response to such an argument 
that we should only keep the laws of the land – a view 
that would explain why over 50% of Christian 
marriages are today ending in divorce and sex before 
marriage and adultery are almost as common among 
Christians, as they are in the secular world. 
We need to be able to distinguish between the 
ceremonial law that was given to the Jews to follow 
until the coming of the Messiah, and the Ten 
Commandment law, which God wrote in stone, as an 
eternal covenant between Himself and man. 
All of the ordinances (ceremonial law) were written in 
Moses’ handwriting and were placed in a pocket at the 
side of the Ark of the Covenant. The Ten 
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Commandments were written in stone and placed 
inside the Ark. The Ceremonial law included many 
special feasts and Holy days, which were all a 
representation of the work that Christ would do. 
The Ceremonial Law, with its sacrificial system, 
pointed the people to the coming of the Messiah. Every 
time an animal was sacrificed and it’s blood was shed 
in the old Jewish temple, it was a reminder to the 
onlookers that someday a Saviour would come and die 
for their sins. Hence, John the Baptist pointed to our 
Lord Jesus Christ and declared, “Behold the Lamb of 
God”. 
When Jesus died on Calvary’s cross, the veil of the 
great temple curtain was torn from top to bottom, 
signifying that the entire ceremonial and sacrificial 
system was forever finished. No longer did the priests 
have any need to offer up sacrifices. The One great 
and perfect Sacrifice was offered that day, when the 
true Passover Lamb bowed His head and died. When 
He cried out, “It is finished”, the old Ceremonial Law, 
that pointed the people to His sacrificial death, was 
nailed to the cross. 
 
This had also been foretold in Bible prophecy by the 
prophet Daniel, over six hundred years before the 
birth of Christ. He wrote Dan 9:27  “And He shall 
confirm the covenant with many for one week (seven 
literal years, according to prophetic terms): and in the 
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and 
the oblation to cease…”.  
 
In relation to the Ten Commandment law, Jesus 
Himself said Mat 5:18 “For verily I say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled”. 
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For more information on this subject 
http://www.ceremoniallaw.com 
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Were the Ten Commandments Abolished? 
 
In Colossians 2:16 it reads “Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat (offering), or in drink (offering), or 
in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of 
the Sabbath days:”. Many people who have read this 
verse out of context have concluded that this means 
that the fourth Commandment, which says 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it Holy….”. was 
abolished at the cross. 
 
Is this really what the Bible is teaching? What do the 
preceding verses say? Can they shed any light on the 
validity of this conclusion? 
 
Colossians 2:14 states, “blotting out the handwriting 
(the only laws written by hand were the ceremonial 
laws, written by Moses -) of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and has taken it 
out of the way, nailing it to the cross.”  
 
The ceremonial and sacrificial law was a rigorous 
system of rites and ceremonies and feasts that were 
put in place as a shadow of things to come. They 
pointed to the coming of the Messiah. Whenever an 
animal was sacrificed and it’s blood was shed, it 
served as a reminder to the onlookers that someday a 
Saviour would come and die for their sins. The 
ceremonial law was symbolically placed in the side of 
the Ark of the Covenant, to show that it was 
temporary, and ‘against’ the people. The Ten 
Commandment law on the other hand, was written in 
stone by the finger of God, and placed inside the Ark 
of the Covenant, symbolising its eternal nature. 
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Luke further clarifies that there is a distinction 
between the Ten Commandment and Ceremonial 
laws. Luke 1:6 “And they were both righteous before 
God, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless.” 
 
James described the Ten Commandment law as a “law 
of liberty”. 
 
Jesus showed that they were a law of love. John 
15:10 “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide 
in my love; even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in his love”. 
 
As well as being about love, the first four showing us 
how to love God, and the last six how to love our 
fellow man, the Ten Commandments also depict 
aspects of the character of God. In many places the 
same words are used to describe the nature of God 
and the nature of the law. For example: 
 
Romans 16:26: God is Eternal - Psalm 111:7-8: The 
law is Eternal 
John 4:24: God is Spiritual - Romans 7:14: The law is 
Spiritual 
Psalm 145:17: God is Righteous - Psalm 119:172: The 
law is Righteous 
Matthew 5:48: God is Perfect - Psalm 19:7: The law is 
Perfect 
Luke 18:19: God is Good - Romans 7:12: The law is 
Good 
Deuteronomy 32:4: God is Just - Romans 7:12: The 
law is Just 
1 John 3:3: God is Pure - Psalms 19:8: The law is 
Pure 
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I John 4:8: God is Love - Romans 13:10: The law is 
Love 
I John 1:5: God is Light - Proverbs 6:23: The law is 
Light 
Psalms 48:1: God is Great  - Hosea 8:12: The law 
is Great 
Deuteronomy 32:4: God is Truth - Psalm 119:142: 
The law is Truth 
Isaiah 5:16: God is Holy - Romans 7:12: The law is 
Holy 
 
It seems obvious from the very nature of both the Ten 
Commandment law and the ordinances, that it was 
only the Ordinances that were made obsolete at the 
cross, through the death and resurrection of our Lord. 
 
The Ten Commandments remain as an eternal law of 
love. Jesus Himself said about the commandment law. 
Mat 5:18  “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled”. 
 
For more information on this topic, please visit 
http://www.the-ten-commandments.org/ 
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The Law of Love. 
 
In the book of Mathew it says, Mat 22:37-40  “Jesus 
said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great commandment.  And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.  On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets”.  
 
When Jesus quoted these two commandments He was 
not giving a ‘new’ law to replace the Ten 
Commandments of God, He was in fact quoting an Old 
Testament scripture on the importance of keeping the 
Ten Commandments. Deu 6:5-8  “And thou shalt love 
the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I 
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  … 
And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes”. 
 
Jesus was reinforcing the sentiment that the Ten 
Commandments were a law of love. The first four 
commandments showed us how to love God, and the 
last six how to love our fellow man. This is why He 
said, “On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets”. 
 
Another verse showing the nature of the Ten 
Commandments is John 15:10 “If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in 
his love”. 
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Paul wrote Rom 13:8  “Owe no man any thing, but to 
love one another: for he that loveth another hath 
fulfilled the law”.  
 
James showed that we should view the law as a law of 
liberty, like a mirror that shows us our sinful nature. 
Jam 2:11-12  “For he that said, Do not commit 
adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no 
adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a 
transgressor of the law.  So speak ye, and so do, as 
they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.” He 
goes on and shows more importantly that we need to 
seek to follow the law to the best of our ability. He 
demonstrated that even though we are saved through 
Grace, it does not mean that we can be disobedient to 
the law of God. He says we cannot be saved by faith 
alone – because the result of true faith will be seen in 
our actions (works), by the life we are leading.  Jam 
2:13  “For he shall have judgment without mercy, that 
hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against 
judgment.  What doth it profit, my brethren, though a 
man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith 
save him?  If a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of daily food,  And one of you say unto 
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which 
are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so 
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone”. This 
shows that in New Testament times it is still important 
to keep the ten rules of love that God laid down for 
the benefit of mankind. 
 
God’s Ten Commandments truly are His ten 
magnificent rules of love. They show how to love Him 
and people, but the fourth commandment, the 
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Sabbath, is perhaps the real test of Love. The other 
nine say what not to do, but the Sabbath tells us what 
we should do to demonstrate our love and obedience 
to God. He has told us to devote every seventh day to 
Him. He instituted this at the beginning of the world, 
as both a memorial to His creation and a time for man 
to commune with Him.  
 
Jesus and His disciples all faithfully kept the Sabbath 
day their entire lives, and Jesus made it clear that 
there would be no changes to the law, or the day to 
keep the Sabbath on when He said,  Mat 5:18  “For 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled”. 
 
For more information on this topic, please visit: 
http://www.gods10Commandments.com 
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PART THREE 
THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH 
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Did the Sabbath change to Sunday? 
 
Discusses why most Christians go the church on 
Sunday, rather than on the Sabbath of the Ten 
Commandments. 
 
In over 105 languages Saturday translates to 
Sabbath. In Italy it is called Sabbato, in Russia 
Subbota, in Portugal Sabbado, in Spain Sabado and in 
Poland Sobota. All of these names mean “Sabbath” or 
“rest day” in the various languages. 
 
The fourth commandment of the Bible says  Exo 20:8-
11 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six 
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:  But the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God…” 
 
So if Saturday, or more accurately Sunset Friday to 
Sunset Saturday, is the true Sabbath of the Lord, then 
why do people go to church on Sunday? 
 
Who changed the day to Sunday, and when? Did 
Jesus? Do we keep Sunday in honour of his 
resurrection? 
 
It has been established by many historians and 
theologians that the books of Matthew and Luke were 
written between 60 and 80 AD. Luke does not tell us 
of a day change, but instead he states in Luke 23:56, 
“…And they rested on the Sabbath according to the 
commandment.”  
 
Jesus also showed that the Sabbath would still be kept 
after the cross when He was talking to the Disciples 
about the forthcoming destruction of the temple in 
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about 70 AD. Jesus says in Matthew 24:20, “And pray 
that your flight may not be in winter or on the 
Sabbath.”  
 
Historians also confirm that the seventh day Sabbath 
was kept by Jews and Gentiles alike, until about 120 
AD when the persecution of the Jews for Sabbath 
keeping became so great that many Christians 
decided to start keeping Sunday, so as to distance 
themselves from the Jews. Some began using the 
excuse that it was in honour of the resurrection, as 
there was no biblical basis for the change. 
  
In 321 A.D. Constantine, who was a pagan, became 
Caesar in Rome and when he began to see the 
balance of power shift from paganism to the Church 
he passed the first law enforcing Sunday worship in 
321 AD. Two years later he joined the Roman Catholic 
Church and began mingling paganism and 
Christianity. It was well after 400 AD before Sunday 
eventually took on the name of the Lord’s Day. 
 
In many papers and documents the Roman Catholic 
Church openly take credit for moving the sanctity of 
the Seventh day Sabbath to Sunday, by their own 
authority, which they say is above that of the 
scriptures. 
 
“The authority of the church could therefore not be 
bound to the authority of the Scriptures, because the 
Church had changed...the Sabbath into Sunday, not 
by command of Christ, but by its own authority.” 
Canon and Tradition, p. 263. 
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So it seems that if we keep the Sabbath on the 
seventh day, we are following God’s commandment, 
but if we keep Sunday, we are following the traditions 
of man. Does that really matter? 
 
The Bible says in Mark 7:6-9 “Jesus answered them, 
“How right Isaiah was when he prophesied about you! 
You are hypocrites, just as he wrote: ‘These people, 
says God, honor me with their words, but their heart 
is really far away from me. It is no use for them to 
worship me, because they teach human rules as 
though they were my laws!’ “You put aside God's 
command and obey human teachings.” And Jesus 
continued, “You have a clever way of rejecting God's 
law in order to uphold your own teaching.” 
For more information on this topic, please visit 
http://www.godssabbathtruth.com 
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The Blessing of the Christian Sabbath 
 
In Christian circles, even among those who do believe 
in keeping the ten commandments, there has still 
been confusion over the fourth commandment and 
whether we should be keeping the Sabbath on the 
seventh day that was ordained, sanctified and made 
Holy by God at the time of creation.  
 
To be able to develop a close relationship with God, 
we need to spend quality time with Him. He set aside 
this day as a special time of communion with Him. It 
is a time where we can study His Word, and let His 
Holy Spirit speak to us through it. A time that we can 
spend in earnest prayer, talking to Him, praising and 
worshiping Him.  
 
It is also a time that we can look at nature and reflect 
on all the wonderful creations that He has made. And 
finally, it is a time that we can spend with fellow 
believers, to worship together in song and have 
fellowship with each other, encouraging one another 
and building up each other’s faith by our testimonies.  
 
God also gave us this special day as a day of rest. In 
this hectic world with our busy lifestyles it is so easy 
to get so engrossed in other things that we never 
have time for God and never have time to just stop all 
our work and let our bodies recuperate. 
 
Some Christians spend a couple of hours of a Sunday 
morning attending church, but then the hum drum of 
every day life catches up with them and they start 
doing household chores like mowing lawns. Others go 
to the footy, or do other secular activities where God 



56 

is just not a part of it. Sunday keeping Christians 
often claim that Sunday is the Sabbath, but if they 
genuinely believed this, then it follows that they would 
demonstrate it by keeping the entire day Holy and 
devoted to God, without doing secular activities. 
 
With stress related diseases like cancer and heart 
attacks on the increase every year, the necessity to 
take a days break, and bask in the presence of our all 
mighty father in Heaven, has never been so 
important. We need to spend time with Him to be 
replenished and rested. 
 
God gave us His Sabbath day as a blessing to all 
mankind. A day on which we could spend time with 
Him to get to truly know Him and fellowship with Him. 
A day on which we do not have to do any work or 
labour. A day to rest, away from the worries and cares 
of this world.  
 
God also ordained the seventh day Sabbath as a day 
in remembrance that He is the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth. The Bible says, Exodus 20:8-11 “Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days shalt thou 
labour, and do all thy work:  But the seventh day is 
the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not 
do any work…”. 
 
The scriptures also show us the true spirit of the 
Sabbath. Isaiah 58:13-14 “If you turn away your foot 
from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on My 
holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight..” 
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This shows that the Sabbath is a delight and a 
blessing. It is a wonderful day and something to look 
forward to each week. 
 
For more information on this subject please visit 
http://www.Sabbath-Day.net 
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Is the Seventh day really the Sabbath? 
 
The Bible tells us that God implemented the Sabbath 
day, at the time of creation as a memorial to his 
wondrous work. It says, Gen 2:2-3  “And on the 
seventh day God ended his work which he had made; 
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
which he had made. And God blessed the seventh 
day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested 
from all his work which God created and made”.  
 
This shows clearly that at the beginning of time the 
seventh day was the day set apart by God as His 
Sabbath. This was later reiterated on Mount Sinai 
when He wrote the Ten Commandments in stone and 
gave them to Moses. The fourth commandment plainly 
states Exo 20:8-11 “Remember the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy.  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all 
thy work:  But the seventh day is the sabbath of the 
LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor 
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that 
is within thy gates:  For in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed 
the sabbath day, and hallowed it”. 
 
This means that in Moses time the Sabbath day was 
still the seventh day, but did it change after the cross? 
 
Undoubtedly a lot of things changed when Christ died 
and was resurrected. All of the old Jewish ordinances, 
with their feasts, fast days, sacrifices and ceremonies 
(which had been written by Moses in his handwriting 
and placed in the side of the Ark of the covenant) 
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were abolished. They were no longer necessary as 
they had all been pointing to the coming of the 
Messiah, and with His one perfect sacrifice that 
allowed forgiveness of sins for all time through grace, 
they were no longer needed. However Jesus never 
said anything to in any way even imply that the 
Sabbath day would be changed or altered, and in fact 
if He had, He would have been contradicting what he 
had previously said about the Law of God, which 
included the Sabbath commandment, and that was 
Mat 5:18  “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled”.  
 
Why does God want us to keep the Sabbath, and how 
do we do it? 
 
The biblical Sabbath begins at sunset on Friday night 
and ends at sunset on Saturday.  The Bible describes 
how to keep it as follows. Isaiah 58:13-14 “If you turn 
away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your 
pleasure on My holy day, and call the Sabbath a 
delight...not doing your own ways, nor finding your 
own pleasure, nor speaking your own words, then you 
shall delight yourself in the Lord; and I will cause you 
to ride on the high hills of the earth…”  This means we 
are not to do any kind of real work on the Sabbath 
like our normal occupation, personal business, 
housework or any laborious activity. Of course, 
preparing or cleaning up after a light meal would be 
all right as we find a number of occasions when Jesus 
enjoyed a Sabbath meal with others. He never 
condemned acts of hospitality on the Sabbath (see 
Luke 14:1-6). Since Jesus said in Matthew 12:10-12 
“…it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath”, such as 



61 

healing the sick or rescuing an animal, obviously 
performing medical services is fine. 
 
The point of the Sabbath is that, whatever we do, God 
must be an intrinsic part of it. Taking a walk with your 
family through a natural setting is a wonderful way to 
get in touch with God who made the beautiful 
creations we see. To keep the Sabbath in the true 
spirit, we have to focus our minds on God and those 
things He wants us to be concerned with during His 
holy time. Then, as God promised, we will be truly 
blessed. As it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath, it is 
a great time to make encouraging phone calls or visit 
the sick. The Sabbath is also a Leviticus 23:3 
“…sabbath of rest, an holy convocation” and is an 
ideal time for worship services. When we fellowship 
with others in whom God dwells, we are also 
fellowshipping with Him (see 1 John 1:3, 7). We 
should view the Sabbath as a very special day, a 
period when we can take time to deeply study and 
thoughtfully analyse the scriptures. It is a time when 
we can sit quietly, meditating over and contemplating 
the truly big issues of life and eternity. In addition, 
the Sabbath is the perfect time for heartfelt prayer to 
our Father in heaven to commune with and worship 
Him, to get to know Him intimately. This is why we 
can call God’s Sabbath a delight. 
 
For more information on this topic, please visit 
http://www.seventh-day-sabbath.com 
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Spending a day with God. 
 
To be able to develop a close relationship with God, 
we need to spend quality time with Him. We need to 
study His Word, and let His Holy Spirit speak to us 
through it. We require time to spend in earnest 
prayer, talking to Him, praising and worshiping Him. 
We need time to look at nature and reflect on all the 
wonderful creations that He has made. And finally, we 
need time to spend with fellow believers, to worship 
together in song and have fellowship with each other, 
encouraging one another and building up each other’s 
faith by our testimonies.  
 
In this hectic world with our busy lifestyles it is so 
easy to get so engrossed in other things that we never 
have time for God. Some of us may spend a couple of 
hours of a Sunday morning attending church, but then 
the hum drum of the rat race catches up with us, and 
we find ourselves mowing lawns, going to the footy, 
or off doing other secular activities where God is just 
not a part of it. 
 
With stress related diseases such as heart attack and 
cancer on the increase every year, the necessity to 
take a days break, and bask in the presence of our 
mighty father in Heaven, has never been so 
important. We need to be replenished and rested, so 
that our bodies have time to recuperate. 
 
God gave us His Sabbath day as a blessing to all 
mankind. A day that we could truly get to know and 
fellowship with Him, and not have to do any work or 
labour. A day on which to rest, away from the worries 
and cares of this world. He also ordained it as a day in 
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remembrance that He is the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth. The scriptures say, Exo 20:8-11 “Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days shalt thou 
labour, and do all thy work:  But the seventh day is 
the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not 
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy 
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor 
thy stranger that is within thy gates:  For in six days 
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and 
hallowed it”. 
 
The Bible shows the true spirit of the Sabbath. Isaiah 
58:13-14 “If you turn away your foot from the 
Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on My holy day, 
and call the Sabbath a delight...” It shows that the 
Sabbath is a delight. It is a wonderful day and 
something to look forward to each week.  
 
For more information on this topic, please visit: 
http://www.godssabbath.com 
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The True Christian Sabbath. 
 
The Bible tells us that God sanctified the seventh day 
Sabbath as a day in remembrance that He is the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth. It says, Exodus 20:8-11 
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six 
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:  But the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it 
thou shalt not do any work…”. 
 
So if God ordained Sunset Friday to Sunset Saturday, 
the seventh day as the Sabbath, why do most 
Christians go to Church on Sunday? 
 
Who changed the day to Sunday, and when? Did 
Jesus? Is it spoken of in the scriptures? Was there a 
new commandment written to amend the fourth 
commandment after Jesus died? Do we keep Sunday 
in honor of his resurrection? 
 
It has been firmly established by numerous historians 
and theologians that the books of Matthew and Luke 
were written between 60 and 80 AD. This means that 
if the Sabbath had changed to Sunday after Jesus 
death, then it should have been recorded by these 
Bible writers. Instead though we see that rather than 
inform us of any change to the day,  Luke instead he 
states in Luke 23:56, “…And they rested on the 
Sabbath according to the commandment.”  
 
Jesus Himself in His prophecy about the destruction of 
the temple, which occurred in about 70 AD, when He 
was talking to His Disciples said Matthew 24:20, “And 
pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the 
Sabbath.”  This shows conclusively that Jesus knew 
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that the Sabbath would still be in existence many 
years after the cross. 
 
Historians also confirm that the seventh day Sabbath 
was kept by both Jews and Gentiles, until around 120 
AD. At this time the persecution of the Jews became 
so great that many Christians in some areas decided 
to start keeping Sunday, so as to try to differentiate 
themselves from the Jews, who were still faithfully 
keeping the Sabbath of the Lord. Some Christians 
began to use the excuse that it was in honor of the 
resurrection, as there was no scriptural basis for this 
change. At that time Christians in areas outside the 
Roman empire continued to keep the true seventh day 
Sabbath of God. 
  
In 321 A.D. Constantine, who was a pagan, became 
Caesar in Rome. As he began to see the balance of 
power shift from paganism to the Church he passed 
the first law enforcing Sunday worship in 321 AD. 
Sunday of course was the day that the pagans kept 
holy in their worship of the Sun god. Two years after 
passing this law Constantine joined the Roman 
Catholic Church and began mingling paganism with 
Christianity. The pagans were very involved with 
idolatry, so he took many of the statues of their gods 
and gave them Christian names, like St Peter and 
Mary. It was well after 400 AD before Sunday 
eventually took on the name of the Lord’s Day. 
 
In many documents, papers and books written by the 
Roman Catholic Church, they openly take credit for 
moving the sanctity of the Seventh day Sabbath to 
Sunday, by their own authority, which they believe is 
above that of the scriptures. Here are some examples. 
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"Protestants...accept Sunday rather than Saturday as 
the day for public worship after the Catholic Church 
made the change...But the Protestant mind does not 
seem to realize that...In observing the Sunday, they 
are accepting the authority of the spokesman for the 
church, the Pope." Our Sunday Visitor , February 15, 
1950. 
"From this we may understand how great is the 
authority of the church in interpreting or explaining to 
us the commandments of God - an authority which is 
acknowledged by the universal practice of the whole 
Christian world, even of those sects which profess to 
take the holy Scriptures as their sole rule of faith, 
since they observe as the day of rest not the seventh 
day of the week demanded by the Bible, but the first 
day. Which we know is to be kept holy, only from the 
tradition and teaching of the Catholic church." Henry 
Gibson, Catechism Made Easy, # 2, 9th edition, vol. 1, 
p. 341-342. 
"It was the Catholic church which...has transferred 
this rest to Sunday in remembrance of the 
resurrection of our Lord. Therefore the observance of 
Sunday by the Protestants is an homage they pay, in 
spite of themselves, to the authority of the (Catholic) 
church." Monsignor Louis Segur, Plain Talk About the 
Protestantism of Today, p. 213. 
"Sunday is our mark or authority...the church is above 
the Bible, and this transference of Sabbath 
observance is proof of that fact." Catholic Record of 
London , Ontario, September 1, 1923. 
“The authority of the church could therefore not be 
bound to the authority of the Scriptures, because the 
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Church had changed...the Sabbath into Sunday, not 
by command of Christ, but by its own authority.” 
Canon and Tradition, p. 263. 
 
So it seems that if Christians keep the Sabbath on the 
seventh day, we are following the commandment of 
God, but if we keep Sunday, we are following the 
traditions of man. Does that really matter? 
 
The Bible says in Mark 7:6-9 “Jesus answered them, 
“How right Isaiah was when he prophesied about you! 
You are hypocrites, just as he wrote: ‘These people, 
says God, honor me with their words, but their heart 
is really far away from me. It is no use for them to 
worship me, because they teach human rules as 
though they were my laws!’ “You put aside God's 
command and obey human teachings.” And Jesus 
continued, “You have a clever way of rejecting God's 
law in order to uphold your own teaching.” 
It seems clear that Jesus wanted us to stand firm on 
the teachings of the scriptures, and not on any 
religious traditions instituted by man. 
For more information on this subject please visit 
http://www.GodsBibleTruth.com 



69 

PART FOUR 
FALSE GIFTS AND SPIRITUALISM 
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Is Speaking in Tongues a gift from God? 
 
Speaking in Tongues as we see it today in Christian 
churches is a relatively new phenomenon dating back 
to the early 1900’s.  
 
Why is this? And in fact is what we are seeing today 
the same gift that empowered Jesus’ disciples at 
Pentecost? 
 
The disciples were given the essential ability to speak 
in the languages of the surrounding nations, so that 
they could preach the gospel in the native tongue of 
all those they met. If what we see in churches today 
is the same gift, why was it absent from the church 
for over 1800 years?  
 
Throughout the Bible it is seen that God gave His 
people gifts of the spirit to empower them to do what 
was required for a particular purpose at a particular 
time. 
It is easy to see why God saw it necessary to give the 
gift of Speaking in Tongues to the early Church. How 
else could uneducated men have been able to spread 
the gospel? The question is then, for what reason 
would the gift of Speaking in Tongues have been 
reintroduced to the church after such a long absence. 
What possible purpose does it serve now that the 
church is established in almost every corner of the 
world?  
 
We need to note also that when the genuine gift 
of tongues was given, for the purpose of 
evangelising, they understood what they were 
saying. 1 Corinthians 14:15-16 “What is it then? 
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I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with 
the understanding also: I will sing with the 
spirit, and I will sing with the understanding 
also. Else when you shall bless with the spirit, 
how shall he that occupieth the room of the 
unlearned say Amen at your giving of thanks, 
seeing he understandeth not what you sayest?” 
Is what we are seeing in churches today the genuine 
gift, or has Satan somehow been able to infiltrate the 
Christian world and deceive them with a counterfeit of 
one of God’s gifts for his own purposes?  
 
The Bible warns us that in the end times there will be 
a huge outpouring of false miracles, signs and 
wonders that would deceive much of the Christian 
world. Mark 13:22 “For false Christs and false 
prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, 
to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect”. 
 
Most Christians are totally oblivious to the fact that 
speaking in tongues is also practiced in many non-
christian religions. It is practiced in African rituals 
and in voo doo and occult religions. Independent 
studies have found that there is no distinction 
in tongues between Christians and the followers 
of non-Christian (pagan) religions. 

 
One of the most important attributes of the Holy Spirit 
is that He will guide us into truth. John 16:13 
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak 
of himself;”. Truth is the understanding of the true 
and complete gospel message that our sins can be 
forgiven through the blood of our saviour Jesus. The 
message that we are saved by grace and not works, 
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and that those who are saved will be obedient to the 
will of the Father and follow His commandments, just 
as Jesus also instructed. John 14:15 “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments”. 
 
The fact that many churches who are practicing 
speaking in tongues are also teaching that we no 
longer have to obey the commandments, which 
directly contradicts what Jesus taught when He said 
Mathew 5:18  “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” should make us 
step back and take a second look at whether this 
phenomenon being practiced in our churches is of God 
or from another source. 
 
For more information on this topic, please visit 
http://www.speaking-in-tongues.org/ 
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Is Speaking in Tongues a Prayer Language? 
 
Many pentecostal churches teach that speaking 
in tongues is a heavenly language, the “tongues 
of angels”. Is this what the Bible shows? Where 
does this teaching originate from? 
 
The Greek words used in the New Testament for 
tongues, when used in relation to speaking, simply 
meant “language”. The Greek “glossa” means 
“tongue, language,” and the verb “laleo” means 
“to speak”, producing the word “glossolalia”. 
This always refered to an earthly or known 
language. 
 
There is only one verse in the Bible that 
mentions the tongues of angels. It is 1 
Corinthians 13:1(KJV) “Though I speak with the 
tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I 
am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal”. 
Is Paul really saying that he speaks in the tongues of 
angels? This verse needs to be viewed in context and 
also in relation to the translation from the Greek. The 
word that has been translated to “though” when 
translated and used in over 95% of all other places in 
the New Testament, has been more correctly 
translated to “if”. Other Versions of the Bible do 
translate this correctly to “if I spoke in the tongues 
men and angels”. 
 
Regardless of this mistranslation, merely reading the 
following verses clearly reveal that Paul is speaking 
rhetorically, as had he been speaking literally he 
would be boasting that he understood all mysteries 
and knew everything, which we know is not the case. 
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These verses read 1 Corinthians 13:2-3 “And though I 
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not 
charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to 
be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me 
nothing”. Paul is emphatically expressing his desire 
that the people should demonstrate love, generosity 
and charity, the important fruits of the spirit, because 
without these everything else becomes void. He is 
showing that love is the most important characteristic 
that God’s people need to express in all aspects of 
their lives and their ministries. He is not saying that 
he really can speak in the tongues of angels and has 
all knowledge. 
 
Isn’t speaking in tongues used to edify ourselves? 
 
It should be noted that all of the gifts of the spirit that 
God gave were related to building up the church. 
Evangelism, prophesying, teaching, preaching and 
speaking in tongues to reach the surrounding nations 
and rest of the world with the gospel message were 
all gifts to edify the church. 
 
Paul writes 1 Corinthians 14:4 “He that speaketh in an 
unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that 
prophesieth edifieth the church”. Many preachers use 
this verse to prove that we should speak in tongues to 
edify ourselves and build up our faith. Is this what 
Paul is really saying? If we again look at this verse in 
context  it can be seen that Paul is in fact rebuking 
the church at Corinth for their misuse of the gift of 
speaking in tongues, and telling them that it is of no 
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use whatsoever if they speak in tongues and no one 
around them understands them. He says that 
prophesying is far more important, as that will build 
up the church.  
 
1 Corinthians 14:5-7 “I would that ye all spake with 
tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is 
he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with 
tongues, except he interpret, that the church may 
receive edifying. Now, brethren, if I come unto you 
speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, 
except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by 
knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine? And 
even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or 
harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, 
how shall it be known what is piped or harped?”  
 
He continues on to say that they may as well be 
speaking into the air. 1 Corinthians 14:9 “So likewise 
ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be 
understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for 
ye shall speak into the air”. These words are far 
removed from encouraging them to edify themselves? 
The whole purpose of his message was to encourage 
them to stop being self-centered and work on doing 
things that would build up the church.  
 
The Bible makes it clear that speaking in tongues was 
for the purpose of witnessing to people in their own 
languages that they could understand and not 
speaking where noone knew the meaning of the words 
being spoken. 1 Corinthians 14:11-12 “Therefore if I 
know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto 
him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh 
shall be a barbarian unto me.  Even so ye, forasmuch 
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as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may 
excel to the edifying of the church”. 
 
For more information on this topic, please visit 
http://www.speaking-in-tongues.net 
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Why is Wicca Witchcraft so popular? 
 
Wicca witchcraft is said to be the fastest growing 
religion amongst high school and college students in 
America. It is also now practiced by people in many 
different walks of life, including professionals like 
lawyers and teachers. 
 
Wiccans practice what they call White magic, which 
they believe is ‘good’ and differs from the ‘bad’ black 
magic.  
 
The motivation behind getting involved in wicca is not 
sinister in any way. The people involved are wanting 
to tap into the good “forces” in nature, and direct 
them in a positive manner. They are seeking the 
‘power’ to be able to perform good magic, and often 
times to also find a popular group to belong to. The 
number of witches covens is increasing daily. Wiccans 
promote good moral values like honesty. 
 
Books like the Harry Potter series, and TV shows life 
“Buffy”, “Sabrina the teenage Witch”, “Charmed” and 
other similar shows have skyrocketed the popularity 
of wicca witchcraft, in a way that is unprecedented. 
 
The term witch, no longer seems to be associated with 
an ugly old woman wearing black and riding on a 
broomstick, it has taken on the guise of sexy young 
females, or young teenage boys.  
 
Wiccans are not evil people seeking to destroy the 
world, but unfortunately they are oblivious to the true 
nature of the powers they are tapping into. 
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Wiccans don’t believe in the devil, or demons and this 
is the greatest tragedy. They don’t realise that the 
source of the magic they are delving into is not from 
“nature” but from the sinister master of the evil 
invisible world. Deceiving spirits of demons are hard 
at work, luring the unknowing into a destructive cycle 
that can devastate their lives. It is not until people are 
heavily involved in wicca that they find they start to 
encounter “bad spirits”, “psychic attacks”, “bad 
energies” and “harmful voices” in their heads among 
other things. At this stage they need to start 
practicing what they call “protection magic”. 
 
There really are supernatural forces of good and evil 
at play behind the scenes in this world and the Bible 
reveals to us what these forces are. The Bible foretells 
that in the end times there will be many occult 
manifestations and that deceiving spirits will be rife 
and will seek to deceive even the elect.  
 
We need to be really careful not to open up the wrong 
spiritual gateways. We need to seek the truth. 
Wiccans believe in reincarnation, but the Bible says, 
Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment:” Wiccans don’t 
believe in the devil, and yet the Bible clearly shows 
that he exists. Probably the most tragic thing though 
is that wiccans don’t think they need to have a 
saviour, but the Bible teaches that Jesus Christ gave 
His life so that all could be forgiven, if they accept 
Him as Lord of their lives. 1 Timothy 4:10 “For 
therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because 
we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 
men, specially of those that believe.” 
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The devil is alive and well in this world and out to 
harm as many of God’s blessed creations as he can. If 
you are involved in wicca, or know someone who is, 
you would be well advised to have a look at both sides 
of the equation, and at least consider what the Bible 
reveals about occult practices and the source of their 
power. 
 
For more information on this topics please visit 
http://www.wiccawitchcraft.net/ 
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Are all the dead Christians in Heaven? 
 
It has long been taught that when a Christian dies 
they go straight to heaven. Is this what the Bible 
teaches or have paganistic doctrines and myths crept 
unbeknown into our Christian faith? 
 
What did Jesus say about his friend Lazarus who had 
died? John 11:11-14 “These things said he: and after 
that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; 
but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said 
his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 
Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought 
that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then 
said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead”. 
 
Jesus clearly showed us that the dead sleep. If 
Lazarus had gone to heaven Jesus would have said 
that he was in heaven with the Father. Also, after 
Jesus raised Lazarus, did anyone ask Lazarus “What 
was it like in heaven? Tell us about it”. No one did, 
because it was the belief of the day that when 
someone died they slept until the resurrection on the 
last day. 
 
This is further clarified in Psalms where we are told 
that when we die our thoughts perish Psalms 146:4 
“His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in 
that very day his thoughts perish”. 
 
We are also told that we will not rise again until the 
heavens are no more (when Jesus returns) Job 14:12 
“So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens 
be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of 
their sleep”. 
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Paul reinforced this understanding 1 Thessalonians 
4:16 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first”: 
 
Many Christians believe that when they die they go 
directly to heaven, even though the day of judgment 
has not even occurred yet. They visualize themselves 
in heaven with the angels praising God. But what does 
the Bible say? Psalms 115:17 “The dead praise not 
the LORD, neither any that go down into silence”. 
 
It is clear that the Bible writers all believed that the 
state of the dead is like sleeping, to be awakened the 
moment after they closed their eyes at the final 
trumpet at the coming of Jesus on the day of 
redemption.  1 Corinthians 15:52 “In a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed”. 
 
Job made it clear that we return to dust and are no 
more until the resurrection Job 7:21 “And why dost 
thou not pardon my transgression, and take away 
mine iniquity? for now shall I sleep in the dust; and 
thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be”. 
 
There are many deceptions of Satan going on in these 
end times and spiritism is on the increase. If people 
realized that the dead are all asleep and can’t 
communicate with us, then they would start to 
question who exactly it is that they are 
communicating with. There are many deceptive 
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demonic spirits in the invisible world around us, who 
take every opportunity they can to lead people astray. 
It is time that we recognized that when mediums are 
speaking to the ‘other side’ it is actually the evil 
angels that they are talking to and not dead beloved 
relatives. 
 
How can we help those who have been tricked by 
these deceptive spirits, if we don’t demonstrate to 
people from a Biblical perspective that the dead are 
asleep and have no thoughts, so it can’t be them 
doing the communicating? 
 
For more information on this topic please visit 
http://www.thetruthaboutdeath.org/ 
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Is anyone burning in Hell today? 
 
There are various lines of thought in relation to Hell. 
Some believe that neither Heaven or Hell exist and 
that when we die that it the end of our existance. In 
Christian circles some teach that Hell is merely a 
‘separation from God’, others contend that it is a fiery 
place of eternal torture where sinners instantly go at 
the moment of death. According to this theology, the 
lost are sizzling right now, somewhere in the fiery 
bowels of this earth. Most Christians believe that Hell 
is an eternal place of suffering. Is this what the Bible 
really teaches?  
 
In the New Testament there are three different Greek 
words that are translated into “Hell” in English. They 
are “Tartarus,” “Gehenna,” and “Hades.” Tartarus is 
used only once in 2 Peter 2:4 “God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell 
[Tartarus], and delivered them into chains of 
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.” Tartarus 
means “dark abyss” or “place of restraint.” Notice also 
that it says the evil angels are reserved unto 
judgment, meaning that the day of judgment has not 
occurred yet, and they are not currently in the red hot 
fiery underworld. We know that in fact they are busy 
roaming the earth, actively tempting and attacking 
the people of God as well as the lost. 
 
The second word used for Hell is “Gehenna” which is 
derived from Hinnon, a rubbish dump outside of 
Jerusalem where trash and dead animals were 
burned. It continually smouldered during Bible times. 
Jesus used this word when He warned about the 
danger of Hell Fire at the ‘end of the world’ Matthew 
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13:40-42 “The harvest is the end of the world, and 
the reapers are the angels. As therefore the weeds 
are gathered in burned in the fire, so shall it be at the 
end of this world. The Son of Man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them that do iniquity, and 
shall cast them into a furnace of fire, and there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the 
righteous shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  
This word does definitely relate to fire and being 
burned up or consumed away. 
 
In the above verse you will notice that Jesus spoke of 
the Hell Fire being at the end of the world. Peter 
further clarified the timing of the Hell Fire to be at the 
day of judgment, not in the present time 2 Peter 3:7 
“But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by 
the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly 
men”. 
 
The Bible clearly shows that ungodly men will be 
burned up by Hell Fire after the millenial reign of 
Christians in Heaven. Noone’s loved ones are burning 
in Hell today. Our just and loving God does not 
sentence anyone to Hell Fire before they have been 
judged on the day of judgment. 
 
The third Greek word translated to Hell is “Hades” 
which means the grave. Revelation 20:14-15 “And 
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death. And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire”. This verse clarifies that “Hades” itself is not a 
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fiery place, but will be cast into “the lake of fire.” This 
verse is really saying that death and the grave will be 
consumed by fire and will be no more. There will be 
no longer be any more death and no more graves. 
 
For more information on this topic please visit 
http://www.thetruthabouthell.org/ 
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How long will Hell Fire burn? 
 
The Bible clearly shows us that on the day of 
judgment at the end of time, the wicked will be 
punished with Hell Fire. Many Christians believe that 
this Hell Fire will last forever and that the wicked will 
be eternally tormented in pain and anguish. Is this 
really what the Bible shows? 
 
Jesus said Matthew 25:41 “Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels:” He also said John 3:16 “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life”. In the one verse it would seem 
that the wicked will live forever in everlasting fire and 
yet the other verse tells us that only those who belong 
to Jesus will not perish. This means that wicked will 
perish. 
 
The only conclusion we can come to is that the 
everlasting fire, is not actually fire that is everlasting, 
but rather fire which consumes with everlasting 
consequences. 
 
Are there other places in the Bible where it says 
forever, but the event mentioned has finished? There 
are actually many examples of this. Just as today 
people will often say things like “The show was so 
boring it went on forever” and “It took forever to get 
the house painted”. These same type of expressions 
were also used in the Bible for events that lasted a 
long time, but not actually eternally or for events that 
had everlasting consequences. For example the Bible 



92 

describes the fire that destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrha as eternal fire. Jude 1:7 “Even as Sodom 
and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like 
manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and 
going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire”.  This fire is 
not still burning today. It had eternal consequences, 
as the cities were forever destroyed and the fire was 
not extinguished. This fire was allowed to burn until it 
had consumed everything away and then it went out. 
 
This is the same type of fire that “death and hell” will 
be thrown into and the same type of Fire from Heaven 
that will consume the wicked after the judgment. 
Depending on their sentence they will be either 
consumed quickly with little pain, or else have to 
suffer longer for more severe sins. The Bible shows us 
that they will not live forever burning in Hell, because 
we are told that they will be as ashes under our feet. 
Malachi 4:3 “And ye shall tread down the wicked; for 
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the 
day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts”. 
 
Many Christians think that Satan will be thrown into 
eternally burning hell fire and yet the Bible shows that 
he too will be consumed and will be no more.  Ezekiel 
28:18-19 “Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the 
multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy 
traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the 
midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring 
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them 
that behold thee. All they that know thee among the 
people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a 
terror, and never shalt thou be any more”. 
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The Bible further clarifies that fate of the wicked 
Malachi 4:1 “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall 
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that 
do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, 
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch”. 
 
Our awesome and loving God who abounds in mercy 
is not going to torture and torment the wicked forever 
and ever in the agony of an eternally burning Hell. He 
will justly deal with them and they will perish for their 
sins. For the Wages of Sin are death. 
 
For more information on this topic please visit 
http://www.thetruthabouthell.org/ 
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