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New York, New York
INTRODUCTION

| have lived in Las Vegas for twenty-sewears ... and all | have to show
for it are these tips and stories | am about toeskhath you readers. | want more
of you to come visit us as it provides a wholedbpeople with incomes - and the
wherewithal to feed our habits of sitting before attars and praying, “Oh Lord!
Please let me hit the jackpot!” When | first vesltLas Vegas in the 1950's, | was
positive that it was the most religious city in tverld with all those supplicants
raptly praying in front of the slot machines.

Among the many different jobs | have hadhose twenty-seven years, |
was a “Slot Team Player”. A private individual game money and sent me out to
play designated slot machines throughout Nevadalid Ithis for ten years and
know many people who did it for more than twentglot Teams do not exist
anymore simply because the casinos took the “@imiBt machines away,
something | will explain in detail.



| no longer have anybody paying me tg fdat my wife and | play slots an
average of one hundred and sixty days per yeariantat time, end up in that
black by a few hundred dollars. In spite of hifteround 150 Jackpots, only three
of them are reportable to the Internal Revenue i&erand we get about three
hundred complimentary meals plus a lot of giftsrfrour play. (I keep a detailed
record in the event that we are audited.) | afmnstwo years dealing live Poker
and dealt several sessions at the World Serieso&krPat the old Binion’s
Horseshoe.

| can assure you that those who claihedexperts” ARE NOT spending
all their time in casinos getting rich. (If theyeaas good as they claim to be,
gaming establishments do not want them and bar thhem their properties.)
They are making all their money selling books teapposedly give you the
“secrets to beat the house” or tell you when a slathine is going to pay off.
Either that or they are operating websites desigo¢ake your money.

Let me give you the true “secret” to gagiwhether it is slots or live
gaming ...You are not going to beat the house!They do not build all those
multi-billion dollar resorts by paying out jackpots

| have been around Las Vegas for mora thguarter century and, in that
time, have learned a few things about gaming. Mg and | have a good time on
my days off from “regular work” because we know wewvhat, and how to play.
| want to share some things that will make youretim Vegas enjoyable and let
you get something extra for your money. | willghk$ a few myths and uncloak
some of the mysteries you will encounter.

During my time as a “Slot Team Playédnias given a bankroll and, when
the team captain or one of his scouts found “pleyaimachines, he would page
me and | would call him to find out where he wanted and what machines to
play and when to play them.

After the play was over - someone hitjdekpot - we would cash in and go



to the nearest restaurant/coffee shop to settiepreceived a “salary” for every
hour played based on the denomination of the mashitmad our bankrolls
resupplied, and were fed by the team captain.ddfiti@n to our “salary”, we could
keep and use for ourselves any points we earnedl tihe Slot Club, if there was
one.

| will now dispel another myth -- no o&s in the state of Nevada EVER
hired individuals to play their slot machines irder to draw other players! The
only “shills” or paid players were and still are irarious poker rooms; an
employee who is paid to keep the game going, usuralthe late hours of the
night. And, if you wonder if a player is a “shilldll you have to do is ask and they
will tell you.

Being a Slot Team Player was one of tloeeneducational experiences of
my twenty-five plus years living in Las Vegas. kEmt into every casino in
Southern Nevada, found that they always look altkegcovered that no matter
how hard you try, there are only so many ways &pare and present breakfast -
either ala carte or in a buffet, and, in the ehd,whole thing is boring as h**|!

| also learned that gambling is not theywo live if one is responsible for a
family. It was fine when | was a bachelor and dogd when and where | wanted
and stay out all hours of the night and day. Belegendent upon irregular events
such as when a bank of progressive slot machireeheel a certain level did not
help a regular schedule of living. The vast m#&odf so-called “professional
gamblers” that | have met over the years lived waglay, had little stability, and
were not flashy as depicted in most films and esori In fact, most of us were
downright “seedy” We seldom ate at home and dnadas were little more than
places to lay our heads when we were not out irsthekey, noisy venues of our
profession. We had lots of acquaintances and feamyi, friends.

How in the world did we do this?



Right front - the original entrance
Flamingo Casino

THE STORY OF SLOT TEAMS

In 1978, “David J'* (*we will keep namesit of this to protect the innocent
- and maybe some who were not so innocent) noteah& of nickel slots at the
front entrance offhe Flamingo. What was unusual was that the machines were
connected with a jackpot that progressively gotgbrgas the machines were
played. “David J” determined that the jackpot waptten cents for every dollar
put in. He then figured out how to unravel the tagg of how much money it
would take to hit a jackpot; using something callé Law of Probability. With
that determined, he could then seek to lock upbtek by filling it with players
using his money, with a high probability of makiagice profit when the play was
over.

| have seen some of the “pros” do “TheadReby playing the machines and
memorizing every stop and symbol and then figudoghow much money it took



to win the jackpot, including the pays and nonpay$ie theory was simple. It
was doing “The Read” that was hard.

*1940's Slot
Actually playable

The old machines had three or four reeBach reel had one Jackpot
Symbol, always located directly below th@dace where the metal strip was
soldered together. There were a very few thatdra extra Jackpot Symbol on
the last reel and those were considered Gold MinEse Team Scouts would
memorize the setup of each reel - without everingianything down while at the
machine. They would then go to the coffee shopiaadribe the diagram on a
napkin. This information would then be comparethi® payout clearly printed on
the front of the machine and they were then ablddtrmine the amount the
jackpot would have to be in order to be “playable”.

Anyone can do the basic math. All yoweddo know is how many
stops/symbols there are on the machine. Here &aay example; a machine has
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three reels with thirty-six symbols/stops on eaekl,rincluding one jackpot
symbol on each reel. This particular machine gimes chance of lining up the
jackpot symbols in one pull out of thirty-six, tisw¢hirty-six, times thirty-six. In

other words, one chance of hitting a jackpot in686, pulls = odds of 46.6
thousand to one. Can you imagine the thrill ¢drgy at a machine and pulling
the handle over forty thousand times?

“David J” did not have a lot of money, Is® got together with a few others
and formed a team. They would travel to everyr@asn Southern Nevada to
check every machine, even those without a progregackpot. It did not take
long until other denizens of Glitter Gulch caugint o what was going on and
worked it out for themselves.

What they were doing was not illegal. yAne can figure out “an edge”. It
Is just that casinos do not like someone who b#atsn on a regular basis.
Casinos are private property and they can ask anybay wish to leave for
whatever reason. This has repeatedly been uplyeldebNevada State Supreme
Court.

The casinos outside of the downtown aaealy asked slot teams to leave
because a group of people going to town on one lb&mkachines would draw
others to play other banks of machines. This isr@lthe false idea came up of the
casinos paying people to play their machines.

Another thing to realize is that befohe tprogressive jackpot reaches a
“playable level”, the casino has made far more ttieat in “the drop®, the money
retained by the house. Casinos do not like to,lesen if they really are not
losing. The easiest way of dis- couraging sloingavas to reduce the amount of
money being put into the machine that was adddgteaqgackpot. From one dime
for every dollar, to five cents for every dollandaso on until it has reached the
point where only a very small percent of a penngdded for each dollar. They
have also removed machines with “loose” payoutsftibe progressive banks and
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replaced them with “tighter” ones. | have seenpbestaring in awe at the speed
of the meter going up on Megabucks, impressed watfast it was growing. Not
one of them realized that the speed was due tdaittethat over five hundred
machines were being played to cause it.

So, with no more “playable: machines, ave all back in the real world
doing real work. There still is one playable barik/ideo poker machines left in
town, a five dollar progressive bank at an off{strasino that gets played at about
thirty-five thousand - all you need is about atefifteen thousand dollar bankroll
to get on and have a chance. Some of the plapersdstheir time at the Sports
Books and a few try their hand at Craps when tlenptions are good enough. It
was something else while it lasted.
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HOW IT IS DONE

All games of chance operated by casieasgept for live poker, operate
under Laws of Probability. | have done a numbesedrches for these on the
internet and it is all rather boring and unintebig, except to math nerds.

If there is a combination of things then happen, the results can be
predicted.

An example is tossing a coin. Thereteu® sides to a coin so only one of
two outcomes can happen; the coin will either carpeHeads or Tails. So the
“odds” are 1 out of 2 that one or the other wilbshup.

But, tossing a coin one time is unpreabt#! The reason is something
called “variables”. It is impossible for a humaankl to toss the same coin with
the same force every time. It can spin fasted@mwer, higher or lower, and land
differently every time. But, there are only twdes so there are only two possible
outcomes. It is the frequency that matters. lsesay that you toss a coin one
hundred times, it comes up Heads thirty times aaits Beventy times. You then
toss the same coin another one hundred times. tifis it comes up Heads sixty
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times and Tails forty times. At the end of a thamu tosses, the probability is that
the results will be 50-50, give or take a percertivm.

So, when it comes to “live” games likec®i Roulette, Twenty-One, or
others, the probabilities are there but variabley p huge role in the immediate
outcomes.

* Let us takeDice. There are two cubes with six sides. Here are the

possibilities:

In other words, out of twenty-one podgibs, there are three ways to make
seven and one way to make eleven, plus two waysrdp out. One must
understand all the various pay outs in order temane the best probabilities.

| have heard and read all sorts of tipsdice but the one that makes the
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most sense to me is: play the “do not pass”, eafpgafter a point has been made.
You can also play the “back line” for doubles amdos. It is also important to
check out special payoffs offered to get you irite tasino. Some of them are
quite helpful if you know what you are doing.

* On toBlackjack. We are dealing with fifty-two cards times thréayr, or

whatever that particular house feels is necessasyop “card counting”. (There is
nothing illegal about counting, but as | have pedhout, if the casinos catch you
doing it, you are out the door.) Again, there @ many books to talk about that
will give you “the inside secrets of Blackjack”. o Tne, the simplest way of
looking at it is;_do not do the dealer’s work fombher.

The Dealer has a ten up and you havd 3,214, 15, 16 BO NOT ask for
a hit"' You have no way of knowing what the Ded&eother card is so why
should you bust yourself instead of letting the IBedust with that same card?
And, “insurance” is a sucker bet.
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The best chances at Blackjack are ptattie Dealer head-to-head; you do
not have other players and their stupid moves toywabout. It is absolutely
amazing what dumb things people will do and youndd need them making it
difficult for you to have a decent chance to walkag from the table with a little
bit of your money.

As related elsewhere, most casinos weiat ‘shoe” or automatic shufflers
in order to beat card counters. So, now we hagaoa making a big deal about
using single decks. Another great hype! Sure tssya single deck. Buhey
shuffle after every deal.

Roulette. | have never played and have no desire to doA®.far as |
know, it is all a matter of luck and | know thasg#os love players who think they
have a system to beat it. What | do know is thatlelief that each machine has it
has own “bias” and that an expert can read howilit iwact is nothing but
garbage. Like tossing a coin, the results of egmh will vary because of how
hard a human hand spins the wheel and tosses thelb& all a matter of the
odds over hundreds, even thousands, of spins.
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*Video Keno

Keno. It should be obvious that there are four times asymumbers as

those coming out. You start at a three-to-oned¥igatage and the payoffs make
the odds against you even higher. Most of theelaasinos have at least a small
area where Keno is played. All of the small onagehthe video version.

Bingo. Very popular in local casinos and almost nonexisbn The Strip

and Downtown. Some local casinos will send shidtisses to nearby retirement
homes to bring players to their properties.

* Race and Sports Books. | mentioned that Slot Team Players are doing

something else nowadays. Whenever | go to a SBoxak on The Strip, | can see
one or two of them there - that is what they anaglaow.
One of the first “legit” books was Lersylocated where The Paris now
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stands. It was the first to go beyond betting lo jonies and allowed legal bets
on a variety of sports. The books are hugely papfdr major sporting events
such as The Superbowl, The World Series, The NCA#alFFour, The NBA
Playoffs, and so forth. The number one book fonyngears was at The Stardust
which received bets in the millions for the big et&e From what | hear now, the
locals seem to be gravitatingThe Hilton.

The most important thing to understandualibooks is that “the Line” is not
just the bookmakers’ judgment of who is going tmwr lose but dedgefor the
house so they do not lose a lot of money on antycpdar event. In other words,
your team not only has to win but to win with mgreints than the “spread”.
There are many books that will let you bet on amghwho is going to catch the
first pass, who is going to hit the first homerwhich golfer is going to get an
Eagle, and so on into the ridiculous.

One can still bet on horseracing, but Yhst majority of “pros” bet on
professional sports and only rarely on amateurtspdfowever, | have had some
book bettors tell me that they do well betting omageur sports. Their rational is
that pros are equal and tend to be predictableanmateur sports, there can be
bigger swings on any given event as one team nraydut to be far better than
predicted. A lot of people are surprised to fihdttbetting on The Olympics is
almost nonexistent.
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From the early 40’s

* On toSlot Machines something | know a little bit about.

The “how” of slot machines is easy. Eaunhchine is controlled by a
“Random Number Generator”. It constantly “shuffldee numbers/ objects/
symbols. When you drop in the first coin or hi¢ tiplay” button, the shuffle stops
and the results are set.

IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER YOU HANDHEED COINS
OR USE THE CREDIT BUTTON.

You just sit there and wait for the 2@ stop spinning or the cards to
appear on the screen. Some say there is a differbecause the chip has a
“timer” and the time between plays may change titeame.

Some people feel that the machine comttbé cycle by the amount of
money put into the machine. That could not behrfrom the truth because each
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deal is totally new and has nothing to do withphevious combination.

There are other chips on the motherbodepending upon the
manufacturer. They all perform the same functienstally separate from the
Random Number Generator. One identifies the coatigins and announces them
on the screen; i.e., one Pair, Three of a Kind, éf¢hen the spin or draw is
complete, it assigns the payoff clearly indicatedtive front of the machine. The
other keeps track of all cash going into and ouhefmachine, including bill and
coin denominations, all pays, and other informatmie reported to The Gaming
Control Board. That is why, if anyone tells yowththey can tell where the
machine is in a cycle, they do not know what theytalking about. (What did |
say about the so-called pros? In truth, they al@img smoke!”)

As | sit and play, | hear/see other ptay@ondering what cards to select.
Then, when the next deal comes out, they commeipantheir card was or was
not there. It does not work that way! Remembegyetime you drop a coin or hit
the play button, a whole new deal is made.

Here is how it works. According to a kpsman for International Game
Technology (IGT), on their current machines, thef& stops as soon as you drop
in the first coin or press the “Deal” button, amhe top five cards are dealt. They
appear on screen in order. The “shuffle” continud¢hen you have selected the
cards you want to discard, the cards being shufiledstopped and the next five
are dealt, in order from left to right, with therda being placed, in order, in the
vacant spots. The chip then continues to shuiiéeenntire deck until you start the
process all over again.

On some non-IGT machines, the chip dceeschlly the same thing, but
deals all ten at the start of the game. The remgifive are there, in order and not
visible. If you select a pair and throw three saadvay, the next three cards, in
order, appear in their place. It means nothintgpagshere the cards were that you
discarded or how long you wait to hit the draw bntt
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The biggest “secret” in playing video poks to understand possible results
In comparison to the payout schedule. You arepfepting against another person
but against a machine based on mathematical palscipEach and every hand is
different but you need to understand the long ragagsibilities/probabilities. You
need to make the decision based upon the mostlgeobesults.

*Full Pay Deuces Wild
These pay five coins for four of a kind
and are 100.8% payback

Which machines should one play? As dtatsewhere, the only true
100%+ machines are Deuces Wild Video Poker machifiesy must pay five-to-
one for a four-of-a-kind. You must know how to plthem and be patient.
Remember, it takes approximately forty thousands gilays to go through the
cycle of a Royal Flush.

And, here is another “secret” - theremisway of knowing where in “the
cycle” the machine is and the jackpot can shownywaere in the cycle ... at the
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beginning, middle, or end. Any book or video thells you different is just
another way to get your money.
Better yet, what machines NOT to plaif?t has a gimmick, the house

has the edge.Here are some examples:

Double Deuces machines - sueg pay you double for Four Deuces.
But, they reduce the number of coins you get famrFad a Kind. With thousands
of Fours of a Kind in a cycle, you are losing figeins every time you hit one.
That is exactly how the house has the edge.

Any special bonus or multistonachines. Here they get you in the
payout of one coin for Two Pair. They also suck yo by getting you to think
that you should break up otherwise winning handgotéor the bonus.

* Gimmick Deuces
These only pay four for a four of a kind.
Offers on the big stuff that does not happen a lot
and takes away in the stuff that happens a lot.
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As far as other pull-the-handle slots twre is simply no way to know
what their payoffs are and progressive banks dagia you any help either. |If
you win, it is a pure matter of luck.

How to pick a winning machine? Maybédailks to you, “Play me! | am
going to win!” Or, it reaches out and pulls youoirthe seat. Maybe it has your
“lucky number” on it. If the machine gives you @its, play it. If it does not, get
off and try another.”

To reiterate, there are plenty of bookd websites that will help you learn
how to play the various games. Give yourself abr@nd check them out before
you throw your money away.

Live Poker. Back in the early Eighties when | was a Poker Dedhere
were rooms downtown, on The Strip, and in severedll casinos. But, they were
not all that popular. Most of the games had lawité and a lot of “grinders” who
would sit for hours waiting for “The Nuts”. Of cae, now Poker has become the
single biggest gaming draw in Las Vegas.

One of my favorite poker rooms was at Hileer Slipper. On any given
night you could find Kenny Kerr, the star of Boyje®, at the Seven Card Stud
table. He (she) was one of the worst poker playdrave ever seen and would
draw tourists to the game just to be able to say fflayed with “her”. She did
liven up the game and a lot of money changed hamds very short time -
extremely unusual for a limit game. The other d@whe room was that The
Silver Slipper was the hangout of most of “the ¢sdof the evening” who worked
The Strip.

You can understand the permeations ofyesiagle combinatiomand it will
not make you a winnerat live Poker! The most important skill is reagliyour
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opponents. Even in limit games where bluffing & all that intimidating, it is
important to pay attention to how the others play.

One of the things | hated about dealirag whe player who had the smarts
of a gnat and would blame me for “bad beats” ors g#he had no business to be
in in the first place.
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*The Old West
A BIT OF HISTORY

Gambling is nothing new; it has been goam throughout the history of
Man. Remember that the Roman soldiers at thedbdhe Cross were gambling
a form of dice. A similar game was popular in antiEgypt. Just to lighten
things up, here is some stuff about gambling: gTisiall available on the Internet
for those who have computers but for those withaarid those with - they might
enjoy the following.)

Craps. as we know it, supposedly camenfeo game played by English
sailors called “Hazard”. and is purported to halveveed up in the 2Century. It
became common in ocean front taverns all over tbeddw This is where we got
the rules of being in danger if one makes a poitfie- hazard of rolling a seven
before the point is made.
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Early Playing Card Form

Cards, the ones we use today, were segposvented by the Moors of
Spain - there were numbers only. It was a hundresb years later that the French
reputedly added the Jack, Queen, and King, plusahesuits. Spade@ique)
stood for royalty, HeartéCouer) for the church, Diamond@iamantes)for the
merchant class, and Clubgref) for the common people. This explains how the
suits are ranked in Bridge and other card gamémreTare hundreds of varieties,
but these were the most common. What we call ek"Ja actually a “Knave” or a
less than honorable individual in the court.

The upper class in old England and oudordes took part in gambling,
Whist was the most popular form. Entire fortunesewvon and lost at the Whist
tables. But gambling was classless, it could hendoin waterfront taverns and
other gathering spots all over the world.
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The current game with the most populastyPoker and that came to the
USA via the French and New Orleans. It is posdihé the French got the basic
game from Persian sailors. The original Frenchenaraspoquethat supposedly
came from the German wopibchen. It grew into the current forms over the years
in our Old West.
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It is also thought th&oulette appeared in France during thé"18entury,
possibly originating in China. The tables wereengive and only appeared in the
high-class saloons/casinos in the United Statdgerelare, of course, two types of
wheel; the single O used overseas and the O andu$2@ here in the United
States.

Riverboat Gaming Wheel
Also found in Old West Saloons
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Another bit of debunking; the riverboamying up and down the
Mississippi WERE NOT equipped with big gamblingasa! Their job was to
move goods such as cotton bales from one poinbhdthar and wasting space for
something like gambling was uneconomical. The s&wies true for frontier
saloons having a roulette wheel - those things Wweey, cost a lot of money, and
were not popular with cowboys or miners. The noashmon form of a wheel was
the upright one you can still find in certain casn

Have you ever wondered why all the early slots hadruit symbols?
Well, here is a story | heard/read somewhere tbat should get a kick out of.
(There are lots of stories if you do a web searcthis just happens to be my
favorite.) Supposedly, some guy in the infamousbBey Coast of San Francisco
in the 1850’s invented the first pull-the-handlesfon the reels machine. To play,
you dropped a coin into a slot, thus the name. e(@mmed Bandit came along
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later and is self-explanatory.) When the reel géopspinning, a small piece of
candy was handed out by the establishment owneiflavor of the fruit symbol
at the pay line. The original jackpot symbol wasedl in honor of the bells found
along The King’'s Highway that connected the oldrga missions from Southern
California to the San Francisco Bay Area. The gatk A nickel cigar! Some say
that is where we get the saying, “close but nor€iga

| have also heard that it was a Frenchimd&aris for the World’s Fair there
that took the idea and turned it into a gaming ceviWhen | was stationed in
Europe, | remember seeing them in almost everyeeotfiouse or drinking
establishment; small, unobtrusive machines on t@lé w

Of course, the “official version” is th@harles Fey, an auto mechanic in
San Francisco, invented the “first” slot machimée then teamed up with someone
in 1907 to manufacture the Liberty Bell Slot maehia three reeler with Hearts,
Diamonds, Spades, and Clubs with the cracked lylietl as the jackpot symbol.

Many say that Howard Hughes was resptaédr the huge increase in the
number of slots in the 70’s. He discovered thawals a lot cheaper and cost-
efficient to operate slots instead of live gam@fhe common estimate is that it
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costs seventy cents of every dollar taken in torapeand maintain live games.
The costs for slots are about twenty-five to thaénts to the dollar. And casinos
are reducing that by putting Ticket-In/Ticket-Outichines so they do not need
change qirls or floor persons. The problem wastarg something that was not
boring and got away from the Little-old-lady-in-tes-shoes view of the
machines. Also, the advent of computerizationtegtshe biggest changes.

Blackjack supposedly comes from anothrenéh game calledingt-et-Un.
(Is it not amazing how many games on which we waggrhard earned money
come from the French?) That in turn came from Beaig still very popular in
Europe. We understand that Blackjack was not yapular when it was first
introduced in the USA.
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Pai Gow Poker

And finally, another game that appearsniost Las Vegas casinos Fai
Gow,one of a series of playing tile games that comas fihe Far East. The most
common American form uses cards as shown aboveaitisif tiles used in The
Far East.
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Glitter Gulch - Fremont Street -1919
SOME OF THE PLAYS | REMEMBER

My pager goes off and everyone gives mgange look. It is 1988 and the
only people with pagers are Doctors, Nurses, VBeps, their Hookers, and
Drug Dealers. | shrug and go to the nearest lpayp to call Linc, my team
captain.

It is a play aThe Gold Strike Casino on the highway between Boulder
City and Hoover Dam. A bank of dollar progressiiias gotten close to playable
level and Linc is sending us out. He lets me kradwvhat level we are to start
playing the various machines; fruit machines fifstlowed by the bar-fives and
then the triple-bars. He tells me how much gaseydnam going to get, what |
will be paid per hour during the play, and what bwsus will be for the person
who hits the jackpot - if we are fortunate enouglé¢ the ones to hit it.

The Gold Strike is not there anymore. It burned down a few yegrs .a
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located less than a quarter of a mile from Lake di¢lae fire department had no
way to get enough water to the site to put the dine) It has been replaced by
The Hacienda Casino and is an establishment sgtffiotl tourists, meaning that
there are no “loose” slots there whatsoever.

This is one of our low-tension plays. play in the downtown Las Vegas
area puts us under a great deal of pressure. @3as$ike Fitzgerald's, The
California, andThe Fremontreally do not like slot teams. They have even gt u
signs saying, “team play not allowed”. How in therld they decide who is a slot
team is beyond us. Some argue that a husband iémdaking turns playing the
same machine could be considered “a team”. Mioi$teocasinos on The Strip do
not mind us, although we get a bit of flak on time @r two progressive banks that
get heavily played by the employees. They figureythave pushed it up and
should be the ones to win it. They do not realizd it got that high because of
stupid play on their part - short-coining the maes.

The Gold Strike is unique for team play. They have a dollar pregne
bank with six fruit machines, eight bar fives, agidht triple bars. When the
progressive meter gets to within two or three haddiollars of the level where
the teams start, (usually about $14,000) theyinadl special change girl to work
the booth above the bank.

| arrive and find that five of the fruitachines are taken, two by guys from
my team, (one of them the scout who reported thg @ Linc), one from Red’s
team, and John and Liz, two independents. | takéve hundred dollar bankroll
out and the change girl hands me five racks ofaddlbkens. | order a cup of
coffee and pay for it out of the tray.

Contrary to what you may think, this @ an exciting pastime. If anything,
it is hard, boring work. Put in three tokens, pthie handle and, as soon as
possible, put in three more tokens and pull thedleanFive or six hours of this
with nothing but a quick restroom break gets tmlikereal quick. The upside of
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dollar plays back then was that the machines nbt ok the tokens but silver
dollars. There were a lot of the newer coins buatasionally, we could find an
old one to keep as a collector’s item.

(By the way, if you have ever wondered/whose of us who live here calls
gratuities “tokes", it comes from the tokens usedgaming.)

It does not take long until more playeosne in and start playing the next
levels of the machines. What makes this play squanis that the change girl
knows who we are and who we play for. If we runrgshwe simply let her know
and she gives us more racks of tokens, keeping@ng tally in the booth. Not
long after the play starts, lieutenants from theows teams show up and settle
with the change girl.

While we have filled up the bank, gawkeosne in and get excited. There
are no vacant seats on our bank, so they sit dawsthar machines and plug
away...machines that are not even close to “playablehe casino loves this.
They get a lot of action on an otherwise slow night

At last, after about six hours (this isheort play), someone hits the jackpot,
now in the high twenty thousands. Fortunatelis gomeone from our team. The
casino cage then opens up a special window so weash in. No other casino
ever does this. After that, we head for the coffieep where Linc is waiting at a
large table the staff put together for us. We gerowhat we spent and Linc
replaces the bankrolls of those of us who carrynthgays us our “salaries” and
gas money, and pays the bonus to the winner. dégstus to breakfast as it is four
in the morning and, as soon as we are done, weofaked head for home.

This time, Linc gets lucky and makes mpooe the play.

The one-armed-bandits are the hardeglalp physically - especially in the
days before credits and a button to push to sgnrélels. Five to ten hours of
dropping in coins and pulling the handle gets arttgh on the back -- and the
butt. It would have been a bit easier or less amuohbing if there was something
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one could do to control the outcome. Some sayethars a way ofacking the
handle,pulling it in such a way as to effect the outcolm&, | never saw it done or
knew anybody who had.

*Progressive Dollar
As with most progressives, this shorts the
player by not paying a Pair of Jacks and paying 1dr Two Pair.

And, it was not any easier at the videkgy machines because we had to
play as fast as possible without making any misalét least at video poker, one
had to decide what was the best thing to do witthezombination and that
reduced the mind-numbing monotony.
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The Plaza Hotel downtown
The original train station when Las Vegas was founed.

One of the most miserable plays washet Union Plaza,a couple of dime
machines with individual progressive meters. Iswat enough that dimes were
truly difficult to handle but the progressive didtrwork on a straight system of x
coins in, pull the handle, then put in the same lmemof coins. In order to set up
for the progressive jackpot, one had to play aechnumber of coins; five one
time, four the next, six the next, then back tefiAnd, if we got out of sync, we
had to start all over. Woe to the player who lingdthe jackpot symbols on the
wrong number of coins because they goofed.

There were a number of casinos where agergular plays. Most of the
downtown casinos had progressive “bandits” whiléy@few on The Strip did.
Most of the outlying casinos that catered mainljotzals had them.
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*Jacks or Better
6/9 Handfeed
The only machines of this type in
Southern Nevada that are played on a daily basis

Soon after the onset of the first tearasjnos started putting in progressive
video poker machines. This presented a problenthferteam captains as they
now needed to teach their players the variousegfied of the different machines.
A machine that pays five for a flush and sevendoaiull house has a slightly
different strategy than one that pays five forusii and eight for a full house or,
the best of all, one that pays six for a flush am# for a full house. The reason
for this is that it costs more to hit the jackpot @ 5/7 than it does for a 5/8 or a
6/9. (Here is your first hint at “tight” versusodse” machines. A “5/7” obviously
has a lesser payout than a “6/9".)

This meant that they had to teach thkiygrs the various strategies. They
made up “play sheets” to show the order of comatiams and which to play at
what level of the progressive meter. An exampléhdd is knowing when to drop
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the Nine from a Straight Flush to draw one to tleg/d® Flush. By the mid-80’s,
there were several computer programs that wouldhdofor them. But, at the
start, they had to work it out for themselves. dpdhere are literally hundreds of
programs and sites on the internet that provide itiformation. There are some
websites that provide listing of the various conalions and their precedence.

But, when we first started, we had todspecially careful when playing
video poker machines to keep our “cheat sheetsvbusight, a sure sign to the
house that we were not run-of-the-mill tourists.

All that is left
The original is a parking lot next to the LV Convéon Center

This was also the start of “slot clubgiare one inserted a plastic card into
the machine and earned points for playing. Thatgpart of this was that we got
to keep our own slot points. The best slot club,my opinion, wasThe
Landmark - the tower with the flying saucer on top that vilhkswn up for the
movie “Mars Attacks” In less than a year, | earned enough pointsattet them in
for: a 27" Sony color TV, a couple of 35mm cameragy Sony Walkmen, a
microwave, a toaster oven, a vacuum cleaner, ame sther stuff. It was a sad

39



day when they closed that place. Another \WMas Gold Coast. In their slot club,
one could not only get meals and merchandise ripstand cruises.

The Frontier
The last operating “original” casino on The Strip (Soon to be imploded and
replaced with a new resort adjacent to The Trump Taver

Another good slot club was Hbe Frontier, especially when the Allardi
family ran the place. They had several plays thate good for the teams and
never hassled us; knowing that we “livened up” plece and increased their slot
action. One of the truly interesting ones wasxecsin video poker bank that had
multiple meters; one for Four-of-a-Kind, one foB@aight Flush, and the third big
one for the Royal Flush. (This bank is still thérg no longer “playable.) This
required that we play differently for each bonugele something that was not that
easy for many players. But, it gave us lots ohfoand, for more than a year, |,
my wife, and our five kids ate on “comps” (complertagy meal tickets) every
Sunday in their outstanding Mexican restaurant.
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Opera House Casino
North Las Vegas

One of the most wretched plays | remembas a four machine quarter
video poker bank at a casino calléde Opera House A small, locals’ place, it
was crowded, smokey (although | had the nasty lstwk then), and | had to play
my shifts sitting next to The Mole, one of our teghayers. The other two
machines were taken by a rival team. The meter atemit $1,800 when we
started and was finally hit, FOUR DAYS LATER, aten\$4,500! And, of course,
| had the thrill of sitting next to an individualh@ got his nickname from his, to
put it nicely, lack of hygiene.

The first video poker machines were hégatls, just like the one armed
bandit types. We were expected to play them avdet 420 and 450 hands per
hour - without making any mistakes. That took akhef a lot of concentration
and a very solid knowledge of the strategy. It wasslong until they improved the
machines to where you hand fed coins and creditdduouild up to allow you to
press a button to automatically deal each hanaky Tited bill verifiers but it took
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several years before they got it right.

Very early one morning, after a long p&yitzgerald’'s downtown, | was
too wired to go home and sleep, so | sat down atanhe 6-9 Jacks-or-Better
quarter non-progressive machines to play and unwindid not have to rush and
could check my list if | came across a combinabboards | was not sure of. | put
in a roll of quarters, then picked the coins outtlnd tray and put them back
through. You can imagine my surprise when | engeavith an extra coin. |did it
again and, this time, they came out right. | tdlo&se coins and put them in a
plastic bucket and played another roll of coin®tigh the machine. During this
series, | got a Four-of-a-Kind and ended up witlee¢hextra coins. It did not take
a genius to figure out that | had found a gold mifidnis was not something you
told anyone else about and | had to pray that herdeam players would see me
or figure out what | was doing. | played the maehior four hours and only quit
when it went back to paying correctly. | walked wuth the hundred I had started
with and another one-fifty on top of it. From then, | made it a point to spend
my free time in there trying different machinesiuhfound an over-payer.

As it turned outfitzgerald’s was one of only two casinos in Southern
Nevada that “eighty-sixed” me for being a team ptayThe aggravating part to
me was that | was not on a team play per se. ‘DaVihad found a new
progressive bank that appeared to be “playable’rapdrted it to Linc who asked
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me to give it a shot. “David J” was so well knotirat he could not play in any
casino downtown. | got there and waited for a $eabpen. There was not a
single team player on the bank and none waitingéats. | finally got a seat and
played for an hour. Out of nowhere, the Slot Bslsswed up with two of his

Keystone Kops and asked to see the IDs of everptayeng the bank. He then
told three of us to leave as we had Nevada ID®walg the five tourists to stay.

| continued to play the over-payers thanel nobody ever said a word to
me.

“How in the world can they do that? Majai leave?”, you ask. Well, it is
simple; as stated earlier, casinos are privategrtgand as such can allow or deny
entrance to their property to anyone they wish.

You might remember the story of Ken Houstthe Blackjack card counter,
and how he was barred from playing Blackjack in &tev casinos. Like many
other cases, the Nevada Supreme Court upheld rigbir to do so. And, even
today, they will ask you to leave if they think yave winning too much. | had
that proven as | was writing this as a young manigfo my taxi at the behest of
five security guards ushering him out of a localssino on the far west of town.
He told me that he had just won three thousantenetand they had asked him to
leave. Heck, one security guard followed us umilwas sure we left the property.

The other casino that eighty-sixed me wasmall one out in Henderson.
Their dollar Deuces Wild bar machine had gotterteghigh and | was able to
play until one of the regulars cried to the Pit 8dbat | was “hogging her
machine”. He politely asked me to leave and peshimqa some place else to play.
There were several “full pay” Deuces Wild quartexamines there and they had no
problem with me playing them. Go figure.
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The Showboat
Now a vacant lot waiting for something.

The types of plays Linc and his buddies fonesler ceased to amaze me. One
was atThe Showboat Keno machines for Pete’s sake! Keno machingl wi
progressive jackpots were not un- common. It wag$ jhat no matter how high
they got, no team would ever start a play on themwabse of the odds. This
particular play was not even on a progressive bam, pick any one of the
machines we felt like playing.

It had something to do with a speciednpotion The Showboatwas
running where they were paying a bonus for getéimgit of 9 numbers; something
according to our guys that made it a worthwhileyplarhe Showboat (now
closed) had a pretty good slot club and the dealthat we would play for a lower
“salary” and get the good stuff on the points edrne

A lot of people ask me what was the latgackpot | have ever hit. The

biggest was twenty-eight thousand on a dollar théthandle aRailroad Pass |
got a five hundred bonus for that.
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Binion’s Downtown

The other was Binion’s Horseshoe They had a number of quarter Deuces
Wild machines that paid twenty-five thousand dalldor a Royal Flush in
sequence, left-to-right or right-to-left. | hadawwair with the Ten, King, and Ace
of Hearts in sequence. It was a beautiful sightmthe Jack, then Queen popped
in and the jackpot bell went off. | got a five tteand dollar bonus for that.

Oh yeah! How did we deal with the taxgs&sinos are required by the IRS
to issue a W2-G for any winning of $1,200 or highee would then assign that
to the team captain/money man via an IRS Form 10%Bat sounded fine in
practice but | ended up being audited three yaaesiow and the IRS arbitrarily
assigned an amount earned in “complimentaries”.ndtter what you try, you are
not going to beat the IRS
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Casino Main Floor
SOME RANDOM THOUGHTS AND PLAYS.

As | stated earlier, we played all overuthern Nevada. The plays in
Boulder City, State Line (now called Prim), Laughland even Tonopah were
always “iffy”. We would get the call to go knowintpat the odds were that it
would be over before we got there. The flip sidl¢éhat was that we might get a
long play with no place to sleep or bathe. Thedythong about them was that
they did not come around very often.

It did not take long before all casinagan to look the same. No matter
what the outside looks like, the insides are aleallots of “money colors” - red,
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green, gold, silver. There are lots of reflectseafaces, especially mirrors. And
noise. The music sounds from the machines. Cdnepping into hoppers
designed to enhance the noise level. People cobwadgether. Never being able
to walk in a straight line more than five or sixasps. Floormen and Dealers in
The Pit calling out the action. Players talkingl anaking lots of noise when they
win.

| know that the bottom line for every ioasis how much money they take
in. | realize that the current big push is to @lthe overhead by reducing the
number of “unnecessary” personnel that is leadomghe proliferation of “paper
in/paper out” machines. That means the disappearah coins dropping into
hoppers and making that unique sound. It is somgtve “old timers” miss but
probably will never be lost to the newer players.

By the time | got into a team, the orajinickel bank at The Flamingo was
gone, replaced by a progressive 6/9 Jacks or Bbtek that rarely became
playable. | cannot remember ever having a plaijhat Imperial Palace but quite
frequently next door at The Holiday Inn - now Hérsa There were several banks
of quarter 6/9s that we played without any probldtnwvas only the dollar bank at
the bar towards the back where we had problemisaaisMas where the employees
played and they did NOT like strangers coming id playing “their” machines.

The Casino Royale used to be a cigasbitp where we had reel slots plays
once in a while. The Sands was another “every anaewhile” play.

An interesting play was @he Slots 0’ Funas they had the absolutely best
$1 kosher hot dog in the world. As far as ambieneat, it was like playing in
someone’s smokey garage. Another place the oldrsiriiked wasThe Stardust
as it had the best Race and Sports Book in towre réason for the hedge is that
The Stardust closed October 31 2006 and will be replaced withfaur billion
dollar resort. Once they finishethe Mirage, we found and played a $1 bank of
6/9’s.
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The Boardwalk, when the old man owned and ran it, had one bhak t
became “playable” now and then but was great ag sbeved three White Castle
burgers for $1. Depending upon the hour, we coldd Bsten to one of the best
Elvis impersonators in town.The Excaliber had a $1 bank of 6/9's with multiple
meters that we could play about once every twohoee months. | do not
remember a play dthe Haciendabut know we had one or two &he Klondike,
The Tropicana, andThe Marina.

| have related plays &he PlazaandFitzgerald’s but we played at almost
all of the other downtown casinos at one time @tl@r. The Golden Gatehad
one bank that got up to playing levels every now @nen and we looked forward
to it as they had/have the best $.99 shrimp cddkt&wn.

The Pioneer Clubis closed now but, when it was open, there was l&aDo
bank of reel machines that we would play. | remengdaying there with the eerie
feeling that someone was standing at my shouldéchivay my every move. It
was not until later when | was doing research f&ing a Tour Guide that | heard
some stories that explained my feelings. It settrag back in the Thirties just
after gaming had been legislated, there was a eastplying in one of the rooms
upstairs that were found murdered. Nobody knewthang and the case was
never solved. The place is closed now but, evelgean a while, somebody
claims to see a dim light in an upstairs window anthebody moving around in
the room.

The Golden Nuggetwas and is a class joint and we played there a few
times. The Fremont and The California are both Boyd Gaming properties and
two of the places with signs posted banning “teday”p Playing there meant no
talking with your cohorts, never looking at youreel sheet, and leaving the
property as soon as the play was ov€he Las Vegas Clubnever gave us any
heat and had a decent coffee shop.

There are three other properties thatriggdd to Jackie Gaughhhe Gold
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Spike, The El Cortez, andThe Western | do not mean to put them down but
they are not exactly the epitome of class and tileess. The floors are wood (or
very old carpet) and Porters are rare. The foatecent and they had some good
machines to play, whether on a team play or onsoowh. It helped that one got
comps for Roberta’s dthe El Cortez as it had somewhat good steaks and ribs,
although not anywhere closeBiion’s old steakhouse downstairs.

But, the best jackpot I ever hit was mothe amount but what came out of
it. Deuces Wild machines were just showing up adtown and one of our guys
found five of them aThe Maxim. Generally, if you play each and every hand of
the forty-four thousand hands in the mathematigalecwithout making a mistake
and get lucky, it should only cost about $850 toah$1,000 jackpot. That does
not make it worthwhile as a team play, but, it wa®asonable individual play as
the casino was running a promotion; a certificabetivone dollar in the gift shop
or restaurant for any payout of one hundred comsare - on every machine in
the place. If one plays correctly, a Wild Royali$i worth one hundred twenty-
five coins should come up every 480 to 500 hand@lsat extra dollar was what
made the difference.

Late one night, | could not sleep and ba®d so | headed fdihe Maxim.
Nobody was playing the five machines so | bougtamof quarters ($250) and sat
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down at the end machine - my favorite as you dogsbtcrowded. Four hours
later, as the Change Girl was paying my THIRD ROYRLUSH ON THAT
MACHINE, the Slot Boss informed me that they hadtait down the machine to
inspect it. As | understand it, they cannot dd #reymore. The only way for them
to shut down a machine like that is if it has atroalfunction, such as five aces
coming up. | had $60 left in the can and moveth®adjacent machine, hitting a
$250 jackpot with the first roll of coins

It was my money and | had not had a vaonah a very long time. | went
straight to a travel agent and ended up going fWaae | had never heard of
(Mazatlan, Mexico) and a hotel (The EI Cid) thaid not have the faintest idea of
its quality. | went, found that the hotel was arfe¢he best | have ever stayed in,
the resort was very nice, and as a result of that,a lady who turned out to be the
best woman | have ever known. It took me only fbaurs to propose (using a
translating dictionary because | did not speak laeguage) and | was pleased
beyond belief when she said yes. After three raldermarriages, | finally found
the right person and we have been married for e fifteen years - by far the
best jackpot | have ever hit.
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Red Rock Canyon*
(Just a few miles from The Strip)

THE OTHER SIDE OF VEGAS

Las Vegas has to be the most schizopbraty in the world. What most
people hear about the city from afar emphasizeswiid and wicked”, making it
seem as if this is the place to indulge all yowtierdreams and sinful ways. The
lights, the glamour, half-naked showgirls and catkwaitresses, the noise of the
casino floor, of people winning lots and lots of may, are all presented to draw
visitors. It certainly seems to work as tens oflions come every year, the
number growing as more and more rooms become alaila

Those arriving by air for the first timmee astonished at the lights and size of
the city. The Strip shines like a diamond on blaekvet. It is the brightest city in
the world as measured from Earth orbit and it leenlreported that astronauts can
read a newspaper from the light afidpe Luxor.

Las Vegas was founded by Mormons; membérshe Church of Jesus
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Christ of Latter Day Saints. This group believesstrong family relationships,
that homosexuality and infidelity are sinful, tislinking alcohol, using drugs, and
even drinking coffee are unhealthful and therefdoenot keep their “Vessels of
God” pure and prepared for the afterlife they badien.

But, oh how far from that their city hstsayed!

Oh wait. Not really. When the railroe@me through and created the first
“Las Vegas”, it had a Red Light District called &k Sixteen”. The same was
true about most towns throughout the state. Itatpéropenly for forty years and
was only closed down when the U.S. Army wanteduibdban Air Corps training
facility nearby and did not want their young retsuiainted by Ladies of the
Evening.

| am always surprised by the people wbone here and ask where the
Chicken Ranch is and how they do not know thas mat located in Las Vegas.
No, prostitution is NOT legal here, nor in RenoVdinnemucca. That does not
mean that it does not exist here. We are likeyewérer city in the world where
“The World’s Oldest Profession” flourishes in spateHolier-than-Thou types who
try to wipe it out. In fact (and don’t quote me thms) the most highclass hookers
in town operate out of major hotels. But, the sigpeople will swear that is not
true.

Another bit of hypocrisy is how, in spité the hooplah of Vegas being
“wide open”, there are no Strip Joints anywher&ba Strip. All are located well
away from the main drag and one has to know wheg ére or take a taxi. If you
want an excellent example of the “Vegas Mindsd&psut of any major hotel and
tell the Doorman that you want to go to a “GentlaimaClub”. He will instantly
call up a limousine instead of the next taxi watin line. Why? Because the
limo driver will give him $20 or so to take you agdur group, costing you over
$30 for a ride that would cost $10 or $15 max gab.

If you want more information on gettinggand in Las Vegas, | suggest you
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check out the following website:
www.lasvegasadvisor.com
(click on “Transportation”, then “Dale Day’s Taxipg”)

One thing that constantly surprised me ¥ visitor who wanted to spend
a ridiculous amount of money to visit a Gentlemda@isb - an absolutely comical
euphemism for a Strip Joint. Why anyone would payvatch a scantily clad
female who is not that great looking wriggling amdwnder a spotlight is beyond
me ... especially when there are an unlimited numbattmactive females in town
seeking to have a “good time”. Several resortehaegll-known clubs that cater
specifically to this and there are lots of aftethaolubs if things don’'t work out
elsewhere.

MGM Hotel*

The biggest bunch of hooey ever triedlenpublic was the effort by some
political and business leaders to promote Las Vagas “family destination“. One
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hotel Mogul built a huge resort with a Hollywoodethe in order to create an
Adult Disneyland. He built it on the cheap and auot of corners and the result
was a tragic hotel fire that killed over a hundgrdests and left hundreds more
sick and injured. But, that wasn't enough. Heltbanother, even bigger, and
included a Theme Park designed to bring familielsisaresort. It was overpriced,
uninteresting, and a total flop.

One has to shake their head in disb&tiedrive down The Strip at Three
AM to see a young couple walking along, gawkinghat brilliant lights and signs
... pushing a stroller or baby carriage!

The latest (and apparently most succBsgiopaganda effort is “What
Goes On In Vegas Stays In Vegas”. This is a @#art to bring visitors here with
the idea that they will find thrills here that thegnnot or will not find at home.

Harrah's*

When passengers asked me how long | heed here, | told them and
added, “but, | have seen more in five plus yeandrdy a cab than in the twenty-
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one years before that.” | also saw the look oir fiaeges when we left The Strip or
Downtown and drove through neighborhoods with hqrakarches, and schools.
They were surprised to see that people actuakyhere and lead “normal lives”.

The unpublicized side of Las Vegas is sedret either. There are lots of
places catering to “alternative lifestyles” and masitors know what to ask for,
even though they may not know exactly where they aknd, not surprisingly,
most Las Vegans do not know or care about therm #vbey are located in their
neighborhoods.

The Springs
In Red Rock Canyon*

Yet, for all that, there are many plat@svisitors to see parts of The West
that not only reveal our planet’s history, but pdev spectacular sightseeing
opportunities. Red Rock Canyon and Mount Charfestesst minutes away from
the city’s center. Not much further from town &dree Valley of Fire, Zion and
Bryce Canyon National Parks, The West and SouthsRifiThe Grand Canyon,
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and more. There are too many ways to reach theettant here but include tour
busses, helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft, andape automobiles. Each has it's
advantage and is simply what each visitor desires.
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The sign from The Hacienda on The Strip
(Now gone)
Located Downtown as part of the planned Neon Museum

THE BASIC RULES OF GAMBLING
This is not meant to be a complicatedo$etiles that one has to memorize

if one is supposed to win at gambling. It is jagdist of things | have learned over
the years that seem to make sense.
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1. HARD MONEY NEVER WINS . In simple terms, if you cannot afford
to lose it, do not play it. The realistic way twk at gambling is that it is a form
of entertainment during your visit. You budget ragrior gambling as you would
for accommodations, meals, shows, and so on. Wieenlose that gambling
“pankroll”, QUIT! | can guarantee you that if ydake out five or fifty or five
hundred in order to “get even”, you might as wedllkvup to the Pit Boss and hand
it over.

2.LEARN HOW TO PLAY WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO PLAY . lam
amazed that otherwise intelligent people would §hgir money at risk without
having a basic idea of what they are doing. Yetee it day in and night out.
There are hundreds of books, probably several Rghdvebsites, and many
casinos to learn how to play each and every gameetls. The casinos offer
classes because they know it will not reduce tvar but will allow you to play
longer so you will think kindly of them.

*Megabucks

3. NEVER “SHORT COIN” A SLOT MACHINE . Every single slot
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machine in existence has a payout structure tlestidally reduces the jackpot for
less than the maximum amount of coins. In fadtpfscoining” is what causes so
many jackpots to get to outrageous levels

| did not personally see this but walsl ®bout it by someone who did. A
man was playing Megabucks at a Strip casino andectwma time when he
desperately needed to use “the facilities”. Hifewvas nearby and he had her sit
down at the machine so he would not lose it. Ho&kpgot was well over twenty-
five million dollars and several people were wajtiior a machine to come free.
The woman just sat there as her husband had asketb [o. After about ten
minutes, people began to grumble and tell heray pt give it up to someone who
would. She ignored them. After a few more minugsmeone went to the Pit
Boss and complained. Shortly thereafter, the Basis showed up and asked what
was going on. The Slot Boss sympathized but teiddime would either have to
play the machine or clear out her credits and tuaver to someone else. More
than a little shaken and upset, she pulled a tokewf the tray, dropped it into the
machine and pulled the handle. THE FOUR JACKPO™MS8WYLS LINED UP
and she won something in the tens of thousand®ltdrd instead of the twenty-
five million. We can all imagine the husband’saan when he got back.

Before that, a young man hit the jackpatt was under twenty-one and they
had to reset the meter. That particular jackpottgavell over thirty-five million
before it was hit - by a cocktail girl who worketlaaother casino. The sad part is
that two weeks later, she was hit by a drunk driter sister-in-law was killed,
and she was left paralyzed for life. (The drunkeir walked away with minor
bruises.)

4. IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF SOMETHING, ASK. In live games, all
you have to do is ask the dealer who will call otrex Pit Boss who will then go
out of his/her way to explain what you want to knd#very Poker Room has a set
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of rules clearly posted. do not feel embarrasséds your money and you have
the right to know what is going on.

5. DO NOT OVERDO THE BOOZE. Casinos offer free drinks for the
simple reason that alcohol dulls your senses ans yau in a state where you
make mistakes. The house will generally get yoaney as it is, so why increase
their advantage of getting it?

6. DO NOT BECOME ENAMORED WITH ONE MACHINE . In the
long run, the machine will outlast you. Just besayou see a lot of chances
coming up for the jackpot does not mean it is thdtgust makes sense that if the
machine is taking your money and not giving you aradits, get off it and find
another. This looks easier than it is. Believe after all these years, | still fall
into the trap of thinking the machine “just HAS ¢ome up a winner®. If the
machine is giving you credits/money, play it untifturns cold” and get off. Oh
yeah! We have all had the experience of leavingaahine and watching someone
else come along, sit down, and hit the jackpot? Sdhat jackpot was not meant
for you and you could have played it another tearb@and it would have only
taken your money. Of all the so-called secretgarhbling, the most important is
simply being in the right place at the right time. other words|.UCK!
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If you just have to play that machine bhaed to take a walk to the powder
room, leaving a plastic coin bucket on the seasting another player to watch it
for you is an open invitation to disaster! Anyoc&n come up and take the
machine, play your credits, or even cash them odtvaalk away. | have seen it
happen, even in small local casinos where everkmosvs everyone else. The
only “safe” way to reserve a machine is to callro@eslot person and ask them to
shut it down for you. They will write your namewlo, the time you left and when
you are due to return, and shut it off - after y@ave removed any credits you
might have.

7. GET SOMETHING FOR YOUR PLAY. If the house you are in has a
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Slot Club - join it! It costs you nothing and yoan get free meals, free rooms,
and free gifts. It is their way of tracking plagerAs | have related, over the years,
| have picked up a lot of great stuff from slotlidu And, do not worry about only
coming to town once or twice a year. Your pointH be there for several years
and, even if you stay away longer, they can beenetd from the system.

8. ENJOY YOURSELF. If you cannot, then you have a problem and
should not be gambling.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

As | drove people around town, they alsvagd questions about gambling.
And, the first thing | told them was thgambling is not legal in Nevada. (I let
that sit and went on to answer their question.) firlally got to them, so |
explained. The 1931 law permits individuals to gpfd the State to operate
“‘games of chance”. So, the difference is simpIBy definition, when one
“gambles”, one has no way of knowing what the rssulill be. In gaming, the
casinos know, to the penny, how much of your mdhey are going to get.

Each and every game in Nevada is openatttda strict set of rules and a
percentage for the house. They are tested ardldtieength before The Gaming
Control Board certifies them for use. Over the hmeatatical cycle, they will pay
out exactly what they are supposed to. The peagenfor the house is in the mid-
to-high seventies. In other words, for every dojlau put in, the house will get
thirty cents.
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So, while you and | “gamble”, becausehage no idea what the results will
be, the house is operating controlled games ofaghan

WHERE ARE THE BEST CASINOS TO PLAY IN? That is a matter of
public record. The State provides monthly, quértand yearly statistics of how
much money the casinos take in. The results shaithe “take”, or amount the
house wins, is as follows”

#1 - The Strip

#2 - Downtown Las Vegas

#3 - Reno/Sparks

#4 - All others - the majoraf which are “local” casinos in Southern

Nevada.

As stated in the Chapter on “How it WGrkéie Payout Table determines
what a machine pays off. The best payoffs are ke locals play because they
know what is going on. The same is true of wheesltest Slot Clubs are located.

HOW ABOUT CASINOS OTHER THAN IN NEVADA? | cannot
answer that with a degree of certainty. But, ldhavpersonal opinion; other than
Nevada, the state with the most experience is N@gey. | checked the internet
for information on other areas and found nothinfinite that | could get a handle
on. British Columbia and other Canadian Provinlcage some form of control
agency but that does not mean that the controlasastrict or enforced as Nevada
and New Jersey.

As to “Indian” casinos, | have heard ttredir machines are very “tight” and
| really do not understand how any outside govemtnagency can truly regulate
them - they are allowed to operate casinos bedheseare entitiesutside of the
states in which they are located. do not want to seem anti Indian gaming but |
wonder just how legitimate the action is. If yakdhe casino, they say they are
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regulated by the state. If you ask the state, w#tysay they are controlled by the
tribes. In any case, they certainly bring lotpebple to Las Vegas.

| would keep an open mind about shipbazasinos and those in foreign
countries, and would feel certain that any charfegiloning is slim to none. After
all, once they leave port, who is anywhere nedetp an eye on them?

In other words, if you play outside ofvydela or New Jersey, you have no
security of an experienced controlling agency enguthat the games you are
playing are totally honest and within prescribeggibpercentages.

HOW DO | KNOW WHICH MACHINES TO PLAY? You do not! And,
with all honesty, with the exception of video pokmachines, neither do we!
Almost all One-Armed-Bandits have a video represton and not the reels we
could “read” before. Only the manufacturers andgircas know what their
percentages are.

If a casino advertises a machine as lgaaigertain percentage of payback,
you can rely on it. If it is not true, The Gami@gntrol Board will know and will
levy heavy fines on the house.
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How good is the Gaming Control Board?fev years ago, there was a
company that operated video poker machines in emoe stores, supermarkets,
and laundromats throughout the Las Vegas arear ®period of time, the “take”
reported to the State was not quite what it wapss@d to be. Agents went out to
various locations and tested the computer chipseireral machines. What they
discovered was that the chips had been reprogranmneelete the Ten of Clubs.
That meant that there could be no payouts for anybenation including that card
- increasing the percentage of take for the compawgedless to say, they were
quickly shut down, the perpetrators went to jaild aery heavy fines were levied.

*Gimmick Jacks or Better
These pay only one coin for two pair, again
giving a bit on top and taking away a lot
on the bottom.

Another way the casino “cons” you is tvartise that “machines on this
bank pay off over 100 percent‘. They do not haveell youwhich of those
machines they are. | remember one unnamed cdsivilb,not say which because
| do not want them coming after me, “certified” thlhey had machines that paid
back over 100%! | took the time to check it outl mpent more than an hour until
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| found them in an out-of-the-way place. And, 8% machines were mixed in
with lesser paying machines so that only someowoevkig what to look for would
find them

Remember my rule of not getting fixatedamy one machine.

DO THE CASINOS TIGHTEN UP THEIR MACHINES FOR

WEEKENDS OR HOLIDAYS? NoO. As stated in “how”, the machines are
controlled by computer chips and in order to chathgepayout they would have to
replace the board containing the chip and the pagouhe front of the machine.

As | understand it, the computer boards have toeb@&ned to the manufacturer
for testing if it appears to be faulty - such ag timat malfunctions such as dealing
five Aces.

IS “THE MOB” STILL IN NEVADA _? Again, no. At least not in the
Gaming Industry. (It is said that they are stdrd in prostitution, drug trafficking,
and other activities, both legit and other.)

Part of the reason is the increased ppwETrhe Gaming Control Board and
The Gaming Commission that occurred because of HbWaghes’ stay in town.
But, the biggest reason is the computer chip. THokmowledge, every slot
machine in the State of Nevada is controlled bympmuter chip. Every penny
going into and coming out of a machine is recorded reported. If you are ever
In a casino at 3am and they start “the drop”, tgkime coins from the machines,
you will also see someone going along to write délerinformation on coins in,
coins out, jackpots, and so on. (You should atsxk lat the screen of the video
poker machines and it will show the ten card deatferred to in the “how”
section.) Increased surveillance and accountalolitwhat comes in from live
games also played a part. The casinos must iss@@ for every jackpot of
$1,200 or more and any cash transaction of $101/@06t be reported to the

67



Treasury Department. With all the security, thisr@ao way to “skim” money, so
there is no way for any criminal organization ta@ geaccounted-for cash from the
industry. And, finally, the licensing agenciestgounbelievable lengths to screen
those seeking to operate a casino.

Here is a great example for you ... StevenWAs probably the most
powerful Casino Mogul in Las Vegas, if not the wibrlYet, even he had to get
“permission” to live in an apartment complex at tbp of his new multbillion
dollar casino.

WAS IT BETTER WHEN “THE MOB” WAS HERE? _That is one of the
most frequent questions | get - and the tougheahswver. It is all relative. When
the Mob (something the FBI states never existed waLas Vegas, people say
that it was safer, cheaper, and more entertainifige casinos went out of their
way to get you into their places so you would gamnbrhe food WAS cheap and
there was lots of top name entertainment at veny poices. Most casinos had
Lounges off the casino floor where you could engogat acts and groups while
you were at the tables. The rooms were cheapwa$t possible to walk from
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casino to casino with large amounts of cash in ymaket knowing that nobody
was going to rob you.

Well, that has certainly changed! Theaustry no longer relies on gaming -
it is estimated that at present they get about 45%meir income from gaming
compared to 85% before. They now make their mamehigh class suites, Five
Star restaurants, and shopping in exclusive aresgdd the casino complexes. You
can find all levels of shopping malls and | tedlgple that you can buy a $24,000
Rolex here or a $24 Timex.

It sure has not hurt business. In 200% estimated that 3&1ILLION
visitors came to Las Vegas and more tA@BnMILLION were due in 2006. And,
thanks to all of you, it keeps us locals in jobs.

WHAT IS THE BEST GAME TO PLAY ? That is probably the toughest
question to answer that | get. Ask one hundredplgeand you will get one
hundred different answers.

The most important thing is which game ymjoy the most and have taken
the time to truly learn how to play. Remember, teliar you play, it should be
entertainment for you, something you enjoy andaféord to play.

With that in mind, probably the “best’tlee game that has become the most
popular - Live Poker. You are not playing agaiftiee house” but against other
players and it has strictly your skills againstithie Unlike the old poker rooms in
Southern California, Nevada casinos provide a deed® knows what is going on
and to make sure nobody is cheating. The “dro@ Mlouse gets covers the
services provided. The casino also provides a sketeof rules of play, making it a
level playing field.

The only 100%+ plays are video poker naety one a Jacks or Better
Bonus machine with special payoffs for Flushes Batl Houses, and the other
Deuces Wild with the Five-Nine Payoffs. The fingdbu might find atThe
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Stratosphereand a few other local casinos. You will not fime tfull pay Deuces
machines downtown or on The Strip and you haveetwch for them in the local
houses.

A lot of machines have shown up in local casin@ellead as “Optimum Play” and
are, indeed 100% plus payouts. For both machymsneed to play every single
hand without making a mistake for the full cycleorder to take advantage of the
percentages.

DO YOU GAMBLE? As indicated in the introduction, the answer is.yes
My wife and | go to our favorite local casino on wgys off and we play full pay
Deuces Wild machines. We follow the rules/stepsite outlined and, while we
are not getting rich, we manage to end the yeamahundred dollars ahead with
almost all the comp meals we want. We will govi@eks hitting nothing and then
will go through periods of winning a lot. One day wife sat down at a machine,
put twenty dollars in and won two thousand dollarshave hit deuces on a
machine and, a little bit later, a Royal Flush ba same machine. On the other
hand, we can play machines that give nothing bammes and no credits. The
main point is that we do not hurt ourselves, wespae time, get a lot of free
meals, and generally enjoy ourselves.
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* Fremont Street Experience
SUMMARY

You are not going to beat the house!

If you want to gamble, do so for entemtaént. Do not hurt yourself and
your family

Playing slot machines is a great escap® feveryday life. Far too many
people sit down to forget their problems, findingerselves deeper in trouble
because they have lost their paycheck or pensieckchlt is a sad part of gaming,
an addiction as severe as drugs or alcohol.

There are no secrets that are going teergau a winner! | know there are
a lot of so-called experts out there who are goengromise you all sorts of things
if you buy their book, attend their seminar, or bayo their school. It is all
hogwash. The rules of the game are clear and dbsehhas the edge no matter
what you do. But, by learning the rules and takaglyantage of extras such as
Slot Clubs or other special promotions, you carefemgood time and maybe win a
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little something.
And, if you do win, put your budgeted kiaoll somewhere safe and enjoy
yourself on the house.

Here is a story to illustrate the poieveral years ago, when Benny Binion
was still alive, a gentleman came tost Wages with a ten thousand dollar
bankroll. He worked the dice tablesTdte Horseshoeand did very well. Over a
year-and-a-half, he literally womillions at the tables. Benny’s staff tried to talk
him into eighty-sixing the guy from the casino lBgnny said no. He pointed to
the excited crowds and other players putting up tdtmoney and reportedly told
his people that it was the best advertisement hddcget. The guy led a
wonderful life on Benny, with a high roller suita,limo any time he wanted it,
catered meals, and beautiful young ladies any hmaeeded “companionship”.
In the end, the guy lost it all back and, becausery was a pretty neat guy, got a
job dealing in a downtown casino.

And, yes Benny did allow a guy to make oall of the dice for a briefcase
full of one million dollars - the guy lost but gthte best suite in the place, the best
food available from Benny’s steakhouse, a limo, emchpanionship by an alleged
“escort”.

There is no place quite like Las VegHsyou have never been here before,
you will see amazing buildings that look exactlelithe places they are named
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after: Paris, France; Venice, Italy; New York Ciand Bellagio, Italy. If you have
been here before, you will see something new etnery you come. In the time |
have lived here, | have seen: The Klondike closHue Hacienda razed and
replaced by The Mandalay Bay; apartment buildingséd into an Egyptian
Pyramid and King Arthur’s Castle; a vacant lot ednnto New York City:The
Marina engulfed byThe MGM Grand ; The Alladin torn down and rebuiltThe
Holiday Inn Boardwalk removed to be replaced by a massive shopping/resort
complex; The Dunesand its golf course removed aiitie Bellagio built in it's
place; The Castawaysdisappearing to be replaced bite Mirage; The Desert
Inn wiped out in a Hollywood movie and the $2.8 bitlidollar Wynn sitting it

it's place; andThe Sands home of The Rat Pack, now containifige Venitian.
But, that is not all! The Frontier will soon be imploded and@he Stardustis
history. And, if that isn’t enough, there are eadt three more mega resorts lined
up to be built along The Strip and five more rés@anned for the outskirts of
the valley to service the locals.

We have impressive hotels, great showsstanding restaurants ranging
from five-star to down-to-earth coffee shops. Vdwédr amazing attractions and
shopping for every pocketbook. So, please comeesaja) it and do not ruin it by
throwing away your money and leaving sad and degect

One final thought - the majority of pedplou will encounter during your
stay do not make generous salaries. If they arepad of management, they are
barely getting by on their salaries. They literdive or die by the gratuities they
receive. But, tips are not a “right” and, if thég not give you good service, feel
free to “stiff” them.

So, come and have a great time.
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THE END\

74



A retired Master Sergeant in the U.S. Arm, Dale has lived in Las Vegas
for 25 years plus. While spending more than a decadas a member of a
successful slot team, he hit three Royal Flushes dhe same video poker
machine, took a vacation, and met the love of hisfé, to whom he has been
married for more than eighteen years. After slotéams were no longer viable,
Dale left gambling to spend four years driving theLas Vegas CAT bus,
another four driving a tour bus and acting as a tou guide, and was, for the
last nearly six years, a driver for Las Vegas Yelw Cab Company. He no
longer drives a taxi as he is disabled due to expa® to Agent Orange in The
Republic of South Vietnam
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