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Preface

As the title shows, this book is addrdsseservants of the word, but all
Christians should read it. The apostolic word diich it treats is recorded in
Holy Scriptures, which are intended for every ddkristians should have a clear
knowledge as to who is a faithful and righteouyaet of the Word and what he
Is to do. And to such a Servant of the Word, Ciamst should adhere, and him
they should faithfully follow.

God grant that in these last days of sbstress His Word may shed a
powerful light and do its blessed work in the heaftmen!

C.M. Z
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To THE CHRISTIAN READER - GREETING!

During a conversation about the Germagirmal of this publication the
author requested me to help introduce an Engligioedf it in case he should
decide to issue one. Deferring to his wish and bee&f the circumstances under
which the request was made | consented.

| wish to say for thisAsT AposToLIC WORD, now that it comes before an
English-reading public, that the subject-mattethaf author's discussion is as old
as the New Testament. Through all the centuriesesine Church started on her
mission of mercy and truth in Christ Jesus to thgoms of the earth her members
have listened with awe to the solemn admonitionelvthe aged Paul addressed
in his farewell remarks to his spiritual son Timptln their struggles with the
appalling forces that opposed them in the worldage and with the more sinister
forces of insincerity in their own midst — for ab time has the church been
without her Judases — the loyal followers of Jekase found guidance and
heartening in the earnest appeal which the Spitered through the departing
Paul. Nor have these words ever been without ftingy have roused the drowsy
out of spiritual ease and complacency; — for treee always Laodiceans in the
Church; — they have quickened the timid and featile action and restored the
erring; — for the Church has always had falterietePs.

This book carries, indeed, a particulassage to the body of which the
author is an honored member and to our people iatgresent time. Every
thoughtful reader will be impressed with the sesimess of this English appeal of
the author, just as many of us were impressed thghoriginal German appeal.
But in its general aspects and viewed as a whel@apipeal concerns every earnest
and consistent Christian as much as 2 Tim. 4, bAserns him. For the author's
remarks are in reality nothing but a careful exptaom and consistent application
of this word of God.

One danger to the unhindered and heal@welopment of the spiritual life
of a Christian congregation is strongly stressedhia treatise — the danger of
lodgism. That it is a danger, and a very great dgngp one will dispute who, on
the one hand, has examined the antichristian piesiand aims of the religion of
the lodges and, on the other hand, has observeéathleoutworking of those
principles and aims in the lives of individual Gtians and of Christian
congregations. The religion of Christ and the riehgof the lodge do not
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supplement, but exclude, each other. The two cadwetl together in the same

house: one will ultimately force out the other. Theas been the invariable
experience in the history of Christian congregaiofhere is no case on record
where the attempt to allow both to coexist in peaue amity has not first lowered
the Christian consciousness and force of convictiothe congregation, then

paralyzed its Christian courage and zeal, andlylasnhothered Christian life in

indifference. The combination perverts the threeagessentials of Christianity:

faith, love, and hope; for to each of these theistian creed and the creed of the
lodge attach an altogether different meaning.

It is, therefore, a paramount duty of @lristian Church, primarily of her
ministers, to combat the evil lodge religion. Oway of doing this is by a
publication like this, which bears public testimoagainst the evil and puts
Christians on their guard against it. This testijmgan never be dispensed with
as a safeguard to those who have not yet been tcaughe lodge-net, even
though comparatively few who have been thus cawgjiduld actually be
reclaimed. However, the most efficient and, inrlyeavery case, indispensable
way of resisting the encroachments of the lodgegicel upon the Christian
churches is by direct approach to the individuBhe strongest safeguard against
lodgism is the faithful ministration of the pastior those members of his flock
who may be drawn into the lodge. The work of thstpr must be supported by
the members' themselves practising that brothehhyaaition which the Lord has
laid down as the rule for congregational life inthd8. The members of the
congregation oftentimes are aware of the erringahe brother or sister long
before the pastor learns of it. The exercise isf dluty of personal approach to a
trespasser is very much more difficult and requadsigher degree of Christian
love, courage, and wisdom than the writing of a jplalet or book, or preaching a
sermon against lodges. But it can be as littlpehsed with as the duty of bearing
public testimony against the lodge. The work regphiof faithful servants of the
Lord in this respect is only half done by publistigmony against the lodge.
Really, if brotherly admonition were practised agalpusly and persistently by the
members of the Church, there would be less nedtleofnultitude of antilodge
literature that is being produced and that may teaah excessive emphasis being
placed on this one evil in the churches.

In conclusion | would say to every brato is engaged in the arduous
task of resisting the evil of lodgism, both by palyl bearing witness against it
and by faithful pastoral work with individuals, th@e must not permit himself to
become discouraged by reports of others who am teaibe less strict than
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himself, or by descriptions of inroads which thelges have made upon the
churches, that would make his own efforts seentefutEvery servant standeth or
falleth to his master, and each one must give aout to the Lord of his own
stewardship. Let each one of us work with singtengf purpose to please Him,
only Him, who has made us overseers to feed theddhaf God, which He has
purchased with His own blood. It is not the prameblame of man that
constitutes the measure of our success, nor witl b@our judges, but Jesus, the
All-seeing, the All-knowing, who requires of a seaa in his Church nothing but

that he be found faithful.
W. H. T. Dau.

St. Louis, Mo., Jubilate Sunday, May 3, 1925.
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We call the words of the Apostle Paul, 2 Tim. 4,1alast apostolic word."
The apostle himself says immediately after: "I amwmready to be offered, and
the time of my departure is at hand."

These words are addressed &bl faithful and righteous servants of the
Word." True, they were originally addressed to Tinyo the faithful companion
and assistant of the apostle. But as such, Timb#xy the same duties as our
pastors and teachetsmissionaried, visitors? synodical presidents, and
professors.Hence these words are addressealltéaithful and righteous servants
of the Word, yes, to afhithful and righteousservants of the Word who would be
like Timothy. To slouchy, lazy, and unfaithful meraries and gluttons the
apostle addresses altogether different words. Eoh,sScripture has altogether
different texts.

All these — pastors, teachers, missionaries, vssiteynodical presidents,
professors — are "servants of tIMerd." They are to do their heaven-appointed
work by means of th&/ord of God. They are'stewards of God.® As stewards
of God they are to administer that which God haigusly given His Church,
the Word of God. Therefore we say: They are to do their work by nseainthe
Word of God. According to Scripture their duties are the follogi They are
to teach the Word of Gofto feed the Church of God with the Word of

1 1 Tim. 4, 12-16.- Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an @karof the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, imgity. Till | come, give attendance to readinggtdiortation,
to doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in thedvich was given thee by prophecy, with the layimgod
the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon theisgsh give thyself wholly to them; that thy profig
may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and th@adoctrine; continue in them: for in doing tthisu
shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

2 Acts 19, 22- So he sent into Macedonia two of them that mémed unto him, Timotheus and Erastus; but he
himself stayed in Asia for a seasdnCor. 16, 10- Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with yo
without fear: for he worketh the work of the Losg; | also do.

3 1 Cor. 4, 17- For this cause have | sent unto you Timotheus iwlmy beloved son, and faithful in the Lord,
who shall bring you into remembrance of my waysahlihbe in Christ, as | teach every where in every
church.

4 1 Tim. 1, 3.- As | besought thee to abide still at Ephesus,mnh&ent into Macedonia, that thou mightest
charge some that they teach no other doctrine.

5 2 Tim. 2, 2.- And the things that thou hast heard of me amoagyhwitnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach othere.als

6 Titus 1, 7.- For a bishop must be blameless, as the stewa@badf not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to
wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre.

7 1Tim. 5, 17- Let the elders that rule well be counted worthdauble honour, especially they who labour in
the word and doctrinéd. Tim. 3, 2.- A bishop then must be blameless, the husband®ffe, vigilant,
sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, tapteachTitus 1, 9. - Holding fast the faithful word as
he hath been taught, that he may be able by soagtdre both to exhort and to convince the gainsaye
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God? and to take care of the Church with As teachers they are to speak the
Word of God'® with it watch for the souls entrusted to theire;drexhort and
rule them*? with it labor among them, be over them, and adslothent® with

it edify the "body of Christ* Thus God, "according to His dispensation," wants
the stewardship administer&dThen, and then alone, are they truly stewards of
God: "ministers of Christ and stewards of the myjeteof God.*

8 Acts 20, 28- Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and tdhallfiock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the Church of God,hwHE hath purchased with His own BloddPet. 5,
1. 2.- The elders which are among you | exhort, who &0 an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that sbalfevealed: Feed the flock of God which is ampmg,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready imd.

9 1 Tim. 3, 5- For if a man know not how to rule his own housay shall he take care of the Church of God?

10 Heb. 13, 7- Remember them which have the rule over you, winelspoken unto you the word of God:
whose faith follow, considering the end of theingersation.

11 Heb. 13, 17- Obey them that have the rule over you, and supmuirselves: for they watch for your souls, as
they that must give account, that they may do thyay, and not with grief: for that is unprofitabfor
you. (Heb. 13, 24.- Salute all them that have the rule over you, alhthe saints. They of Italy salute
you.Acts 15, 22.- Then pleased it the apostles and elders, witlwtih@e Church, to send chosen men of
their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnab@smely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas,
chief men among the brethreRom. 12, 7.- Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: be that
teacheth, on teaching.)

12 Rom. 12, 8- Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he thaetjiylet him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth,
with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheledas.

13 1 Thess. 5, 12.And we beseech you, brethren, to know them wldblour among you, and are over you in
the Lord, and admonish you.

14 Eph. 4, 11. 12- And He gave some, apostles; and some, propdmedssome, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saintstiferwork of the Ministry, for the edifying of th&ody of
Christ:

15 Col. 1, 25. Whereof | am made a minister, according to theatisption of God which is given to me for

you, to fulfil the word of God (Greek -
); Col. 1, 26-29. -Even the mystery which

hath been hid from ages and from generations, bwtis made manifest to His saints: To whom God
would make known what is the riches of the glorntheé mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ i
you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warningrgvean, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that
we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesuseréinto | also labour, striving according to His
working, which worketh in me mightilyl Tim. 1, 4. - Neither give heed to fables and endless
genealogies, which minister questions, rather thadly edifying which is in faith: so do. (Greek -

) Eph. 3, 2.- If ye have heard of the dispensation of the gfo8od
which is given me to you-ward. (Greek -

.) Eph. 3, 8. 9.- Unto me, who am less than the least of all saist
this grace given, that | should preach among theti@s the unsearchable riches of Christ; and tkema
all mensee whats the fellowship of the mystery, which from the begirg of the world hath been hid in
God, Who created all things by Jesus Christe¢- " # #

! $ % &
# # #

)

16 1 Cor. 4,1. Leta man so account of us, as of the ministe3hoist, and stewards of the mysteries of God.
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The servants of the Word are to do their work byanseof the Word of
God and nothing but the Word of God. The Word ofl @efines all their official
duties, rights, and activities. God's Wainthits their office!” It is of the greatest
Importance that this be borne in mind at all timBs.arrogate to oneself more
than the public administration of this office ireteervice of the Church of God
Is antichristian; those doing this follow in theotsteps of the Pope.

They are Servantsof the Word." We have already shown that they are
"ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteoie§od."™® This is often abused:;
the "Again it is written,”which Christ addressed to the devil when the latter
misused a word of Scripture, is often disregardéte servants of the Word as
"ministers of Christ and stewards of the mystedé&od" arenot placed over
the congregationThey have no right arrogantly to say to the congtiemn:
"As ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteiof Godwe stand between
you and Christwe are the mediators between you and Chnsproclaim to
you God's Word, and you must listenuswithout offering any objections; we
administer the mysteries of God, and you must act¢eem without any
guestioning or doubt." No, no, no! The servantthefWord as such atenderthe
congregation. They are "servants" of tmmgregatiorbecause they are "ministers
of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of Godgbaating to "the dispensation of
God," and as such God wants them to administer sheivardshig®

This will now be shown from the Word of God.

17 Matt. 23, 6-12.- And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and hief seats in the synagogues, and greetings
in the markets, and to be called of men, RabbibRrakut be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your kéas
even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call remmgour father upon the earth: for one is your &ath
which is in heaven. Neither be ye called mastays:ohe is your Master, even Christ. But he that is
greatest among you shall be your servant. And whasoshall exalt himself shall be abased; and ae th
shall humble himself shall be exaltetiCor. 1, 24.- Not for that we have dominion over your faithut b
are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye sta@dCor. 4, 5.- For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus
the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesk®.4aPet. 5, 3.- Neither as being lords over God's
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.

18 1 Cor. 4, 1- Let a man so account of us, as of the ministe€hoist, and stewards of the mysteries of God.
19 Matt. 4, 7.- Jesus said unto him, “It is written again, ‘Trshalt not tempt the Lord thy God.™

20 1 Cor. 3, 5. 6: Who then is Paul, and whe Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, everhasLord
gave to every man? | have planted, Apollos watebed;God gave the increasel Cor. 3, 21-23.-
Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things gours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephasher t
world, or life, or death, or things present, ontfg to come; all are yours; and ye are Christd;@ristis
God's.2 Cor. 4, 5.- For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesaid.¢ind; and ourselves your servants
for Jesus' sak€ol. 1, 25.- Whereof | am made a minister, according to tlkpehsation of God which is
given to me for you, to fulfil the Word of God; (&k -

).
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Whomhas God exalted to the highest position, so thatiihpossible for
anything to stand between this "who" and Chrispossible for a mediator to
be between this "who" and Christhe congregation of saintsthe whole
Christian Church on earth," they whom Christ kn@amsl acknowledges as His
own?' For Christ is always with His own, in the mid$ttbem?Christ is in
them, dwells in therf®they areone spirit with Christ?*Christ and the Father
make their abode with thefithey are the temple of the Triune GS8the
Church of the living God is the house of Gdthe congregation of saints is the
bride of Christ?® How, then, could any one stand between Christ thed

21 2 Tim. 2, 19.- Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth $aeing this seal, “The Lord knoweth them
that are His. And, Let every one that nameth thmenaf Christ depart from iniquity.”

22 Matt. 18, 20.- For where two or three are gathered together ynNdme, there am | in the midst of them.
Matt. 28, 20.- Teaching them to observe all things whatsoeVveve commanded you: and, lo, | am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

23 John 17, 22. 23 And the glory which Thou gavest Me | have givearh; that they may be one, even as We
are One: | in them, and Thou in Me, that they mayrade perfect in one; and that the world may know
that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as ket loved MeEph. 3, 17.- That Christ may dwell
in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted gralinded in love.

24 1 Cor. 6, 17- But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit

25 John 14, 23: Jesus answered and said unto him, “If a man M&eHe will keep My Words: and My Father
will love him, and We will come unto him, and maRer abode with him.”

26 Eph. 2, 19-22- Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foesfg but fellow citizens with the saints,
and of the Household of God; and are built uponfoluadation of the apostles and prophets, JesustChr
Himself being the chief Cornerstone; in Whom adl thuilding fitly framed together groweth unto aryho
temple in the Lordl Cor. 3, 16.- Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, arad the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?l Cor. 6, 19.- What? know ye not that your body is the templéhefHoly Ghost which
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are notrymun?2 Cor. 6, 16.- And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are the templetlad Living God; as God hath said, “I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and | will be their Godddhey shall be my people.”

27 1Tim. 3, 15: But if | tarry long, that thou mayest know hovothoughtest to behave thyself in the House of
God, which is the Church of the Living God, thdasiland ground of the truth.

28 John 3, 29- He that hath the Bride is the Bridegroom: butftiend of the Bridegroom, which standeth and
heareth Him, rejoiceth greatly because of the Byidem's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilleRev.
21, 2. 9. - And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, iogndown from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. ... And there aarte me one of the seven angels which had the
seven vials full of the seven last plagues, arkkthWwith me, saying, “Come hither, | will shew thibe
Bride, the Lamb's wife.Rev. 22, 17- And the Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And lét that heareth
say, “Come.” And let him that is athirst come. Antlosoever will, let him take the Water of Life flee
Ps. 45, 10.- Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and inclirgetear; forget also thine own people, and
thy father's houseSong of Sol. 4, 8-12: Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with menfro
Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, from the tdBSbenir and Hermon, from the lions' dens, from the
mountains of the leopards. Thou hast ravished maythmy sister, my spouse; thou hast ravished raythe
with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy nddkw fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! howahnu
better is thy love than wine! and the smell of éhintments than all spices! Thy lips, O my spodsep
as the honeycomb: honey and milk are under thyuengnd the smell of thy garments is like the srokll
Lebanon. A garden inclosed is my sister, my spoassring shut up, a fountain seal&bng of Sol. 5,
1. - I am come into my garden, my sister, my spoudgave gathered my myrrh with my spice; | have
eaten my honeycomb with my honey; | have drunk rmewvith my milk: eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink
abundantly, O beloved.
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congregation of saints? How could there be a medidturthermoreyhois the
pillar and ground of the truthThe congregation of saiM$Whq therefore, is
the preacher of the GospelZion," "Jerusalem," the congregation of saifits.
This congregation of saints, the Church, is "a ehogeneration, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation," that she, she, shehtwv forth the praises of Him
who hath called her out of the darkness into Hisvelaus lightt The
congregation of saints is "the Jerusalem whichbeva," is from heaven, and
goes to heaven, and she, she, is the mother dkhévers; she gives birth to,
and nourishes, children of God through the Go&pé&ven as Christ is sent
from the Father that He should proclaim the Gostmid even as He has the
keys which lock hell and death and open hed¥@ven so He sends forth
those who are His, those who believe in Hsends them as preachers with the

29 1 Tim. 3, 15- But if | tarry long, that thou mayest know hoveothoughtest to behave thyself in the House of
God, which is the Church of the Living God, thdailand ground of the truth.

30 Is. 40, 9- O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee nip ithe high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest
good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; liftup, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Jyd&shold
your God!”

31 1 Pet. 2, 9- But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthan holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of Him Who hath dajleu out of darkness into His marvellous Light.

32 Gal. 4, 26. 27- But Jerusalem which is above is free, which ériother of us all. For it is written, “Rejoice,
thou barren that bearest not; break forth andtbigy that travailest not: for the desolate hath ynaore
children than she which hath an husband.”

33 lIsa. 61, 1-3. The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me; because tORD hath anointed Me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bindhghrokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the cagstjv
and the opening of the prison to them that are dptmproclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort alt thaurn; to appoint unto them that mourn in Ziam, t
give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy floourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they might be called trees of eighsness, the planting of the LORD, that he might b
glorified. Luke 4, 16-22.- And He came to Nazareth, where He had been btaygtand, as His custom
was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath d@alystood up for to read. And there was delivered
unto Him the Book of the Prophet Esaias. And wherhEld opened the book, He found the place where it
was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,daeise He hath anointed Me to preach the gospkéto t
poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenheartedrdach deliverance to the captives, and recovering
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that lreised, to preach the acceptable year of the LORBd
He closed the Book, and He gave it again to thestein and sat down. And the eyes of all them weate
in the synagogue were fastened on Him. And He bégasay unto them, “This day is this Scripture
fulfilled in your ears.” And all bare Him witnesand wondered at the gracious words which proceeded
out of His mouth. And they said, “Is not this Jaseson?”

34 Rev. 1, 18: | am He that liveth, and was dead; and, beHdd) alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys
of hell and of deathRev. 3, 7.- And to the angel of the church in PhiladelphidteyrThese things saith
He that is holy, He that is true, He that hathkeg of David, He that openeth, and no man shuttatld;
shutteth, and no man openeth.”
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power of the keys, sends individuals, two or thessmds them regardless of age
and sex® Theyshould let the Word of Christ dwell among them hch

all wisdom™® comfort one another with the words of the Gospalarn those who
are unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, support weak, be patient toward all
men?®as every man hath received the gift, even so theyld minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of the rehgiface of God? Hence all
Christians arestewards of Godthe congregation of saintdierself is the
steward of the Word of God. And in the so-calleasilvle Church" it is this
congregation of saints alone which God looks u@m acknowledges, as His
Church.

35

36

37

38

39

Matt. 16, 15-19.- He saith unto them, “But whom say ye that | amAPtd Simon Peter answered and said,
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.hd Jesus answered and said unto him, “Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath meealed it unto thee, but My Father which is invesa
And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter,ugah this rock | will build My Church; and the gatef
hell shall not prevail against it. And | will givento thee the Keys of the Kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bonrfteaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaveMlatt. 18, 17-20.- And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell itauthe church:
but if he neglect to hear the Church, let him ba®uhee as an heathen man and a publican. Vesiay |
unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shalbbund in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again | say uotg Yhat if two of you shall agree on earth as hiug
any thing that they shall ask, it shall be donetliem of My Father which is in heaven. For where tw
three are gathered together in My Name, there ianthle midst of themlohn 20, 19-23- Then the same
day at evening, being the first day of the weekemvithe doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stdhe midst, and saith unto them, “Peace be unto
you.” And when He had so said, He shewed unto thésrhands and His side. Then were the disciples
glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesusatm thgain, “Peace be unto you: as My Father hath sen
Me, even so send | you.” And when He had said théspreathed on them, and saith unto them, “Receive
ye the Holy Ghost: Whose soever sins ye remit, #meyremitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye
retain, they are retainetuke 24, 33. - And they rose up the same hour, and returneétasalem, and
found the eleven gathered together, and them tba¢ with themActs 1, 13-15 -And when they were
come in, they went up into an upper room, wheredallmoth Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew,
Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, Jathesson of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and
Judas the brother of James. These all continueld evie accord in prayer and supplication, with the
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with heshben. And in those days Peter stood up in the
midst of the disciples, and said, (the number ofi@atogether were about an hundred and twenty).

Col. 3, 16- Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in allisdom; teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singirt griace in your hearts to the Lord.

1 Thess. 4, 18.Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

1 Thess. 5, 14.Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that amauly, comfort the feebleminded, support
the weak, be patient toward all men.

1 Pet. 4, 10: As every man hath received the gift, even so steénithe same one to another, as good stewards
of the manifold grace of God.
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Now, what are the servants of the Word, who areadfied "stewards of
God,"™ "stewards of the mysteries of Gddgf God's Word? The servants of
the Word aregiven by Christ to the congregation of saints foe perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the ministry; they green to the congregation of saints
for the edifying of the body of Christ, to givestimody of Christ, namely, the
congregation of saints, unity and perfectfénThey are given to the
congregation of saints as hmstrumentsfor the public administration of the
duties of the office given to treongregation.Thus they aréservants” ofthe
congregation, as stated abd¥eccording to the dispensation of Gbénd thus
they areunder the congregation, responsible to the congregatmnttieir
stewardship, subject to the judgment of the corafieg’ Even the apostles

40 Titus 1, 7.- For a bishop must be blameless, as the stewaBbdf not self-willed, not soon angry, not given
to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre.

41 1 Cor. 4, 1- Let a man so account of us, as of the ministehoist, and stewards of the mysteries of God.

42 Eph. 4, 11-14- And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophedss@me, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saintstterwork of the ministry, for the edifying of tiody of
Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faitand of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto degér
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fuloé&hrist: That we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with everydwofh doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.

43 1 Cor. 3, 5. 6. 21-23.Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministey whom ye believed, even as the
Lord gave to every man? | have planted, Apollosevet; but God gave the increase. ... Thereforadet
man glory in men. For all things are yours; whetRaul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or, libe
death, or things present, or things to come; allyaurs; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is G@dGor. 4,

5 - For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesukdhd: and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.

44 Col. 1, 25.- Whereof | am made a minister, according to thepeinsation of God which is given to me for
you, to fulfil the Word of God.

45 1 John 4, 1- Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try thérisp whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world, 5.[sic John 10, 5. And a stranger will they not falldout will
flee from him: for they know not the voice of stgaems.]Matt. 7, 15. 16.- Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwartilgy are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by
their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, gs f thistlesMatt. 24, 4. 5. 24.- And Jesus answered
and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceiweRor many shall come in My Name, saying, | am
Christ; and shall deceive mangom. 16, 17.- Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which e€aus
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrineclihie have learned; and avoid thémlohn 10, 11- If
there come any unto you, and bring not this doetrieceive him not into your house, neither bid him
God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed islpar of his evil deedd. Cor. 4, 2.- Moreover it is
required in stewards, that a man be found faiti®al. 1, 6-9.- | marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the grace of Christauanother gospel: which is not another; but there
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gosp&hrist. But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that whicthawe preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we
said before, so say | now again, If any man preaghother gospel unto you than that ye have redeive
let him be accursed. Cor. 14, 29.- Let the prophets speak two or three, and lebther judgel Thess.
5, 20. 21.- Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; lasd that which is goo® Thess. 2, 2: That
ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubledhaeiby spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as fros) as
that the day of Christ is at hantl.Thess. 5, 12: And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which
labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, asthonish you. (In order to be acknowledged, they
must prove themselves faithful servants of the Wobdts 20, 29. 30- For | know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among ymi,sparing the flock. Also of your own selveslsha
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw aveayptes after them.
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were judged, and desired to be judged, by the eyagion?®

But it must be remembered that the congregationt mudge her
servants of the Word &Sodwants them to be judged. God is the Lord; both
the congregation and her servants are under GatceHthe servants of the
Word are not at allservants of menTrue, they are servants of the
congregation, but as such they are servants oM, ministers ofChrist
and stewards of thmysteries of Goddence they are not to please "men," the
old Adam of the members of the congregation, ondakse brethren who have
crept into the fold, but should hold fast to thertof God*’

All this to explain the phrase: "A last apostoliond to all righteous
servants of the Word."

We shall now proceed to the study of 2 Tim. 4, 1-5.

46 Acts 17, 11- These were more noble than those in Thessalomicthat they received the Word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the Scripturey, dafilether those things were sb.Cor. 10, 15.- |
speak as to wise men; judge ye what | 4aor. 2, 15.- But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, et
himself is judged of no man.

47 1 Cor. 4, 1-5- Let a man so account of us, as of the ministe@hoist, and stewards of the mysteries of God.
Moreover it is required in stewards, that a marfidomd faithful. But with me it is a very small tigrihat |
should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: ygadge not mine own self. For | know nothing by
myself; yet am | not hereby justified: but he thatgeth me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothingohef
the time, until the Lord come, Who both will bribg light the hidden things of darkness, and willkena
manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then skially man have praise of Gadal. 1, 10.- For do |
now persuade men, or God? or do | seek to pleas® fiee if | yet pleased men, | should not be the
servant of Christ.
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The apostle introduces his remarks with wosdisch emphasize the
sacred meaning and importance of that which hetbasay. At the very
outset he would have every servant of the Wordizeahat both for him
and for the welfare of the Church, everything defsempon doing that
which he, the apostle of the Lord, now says.

Reading these introductory remarks of thestpp every believing
and righteous servant of the Word must be stirneldis soul and moved to
exclaim: O God, God, help me to do what Thou alitrntg me to do by the
mouth of Thy apostle!

"l charge thee therefore before God and the Lordigd&shrist, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at His appearing am kthgdom."Thus writes
the apostle.

Before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, whdl siidge the quick and
the dead at His appearing, the apostle earnestly smfemnly chargés
every righteous servant of the Wdrnd he does this with reference ttee
future appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ and Hing#om, the Kingdom
of Glory, which will then be established. The apmshargesevery servant
of the Word before God and the Lord Jesus Chrisio will come to judge
the quick and the dead; lohargesevery servant of the Word by this future
appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the atesalvation to do
something, to do that which he will now say. Thesile means to say: You
servant of the Word, | charge you before God ardLibrd Jesus Christ, who
will come again to judge the quick and the deadawyou are to do as a
servant of the Word; and | charge you by this Juelgtinfrom which none
can escape, and by the eternal salvation which hyagpe to receive for
yourself and hope to give to those who hear“hat you do that which |
shall now tell you.

Truly, these are solemn words with which d@pestle prepares the heart
and mind of the servant of the Word for that whveii now be said to him
and demanded of him. Truly, it was a serious matiethe apostle. And the

1 See the Greek word. [ ]-

2 Let See explanation given under
3 Kata[( ].

4 1 Tim. 4, 16.- Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrin@tinae in them: for in doing this thou shalt
both save thyself, and them that hear thee.
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apostle speaks with words which the Holy GhosthtesttHence it is God, the

holy, almighty God, anthe Lord Jesus Christhe one Judge and Savior,
who speaks these words through the apostle to eseamant of the Word

and charges him to do what is now told him.

You servant of the Word, you pastor, you tesac you missionary,
you visitor, you synodical president, you professeould you hurriedly
and carelessly merely glance at these words? Wypaldlightly pass over
them? Would you offer all kinds of excuses? Woubd yry to evade this or
that point in some manner? You will now hear whag aapostle of the
Lord says to you. Would you meet it with a "but" ydur own human
reflections? Would you first look at what others atoing? Would you
continue in the same old routine as good enough@ldVlgou carelessly
and indifferently read what the apostle has to aag then lay this book
aside, light your pipe, take a nap, or do sometheige to show that it
made no impression on you? Will yowt hear, obey, arise, and be ready
just as though God and the Lord Jesus Christ Hiimstelod before you
visibly and spoke to you? — How will you stand befdsod and the Lord
Jesus Christ? How will you stand before Him on Judgt Day? How
will you be saved? Be doerof the Word, and not a hearer or reader only,
deceiving your own seff.Do what you are told to do! Then you will be a
faithful servant of the Word, a faithful stewardnéet for the master's
use and prepared unto every good wdrRHe least little word of God
should make the world too small for you, as Lutlsays. And behold,
here the apostle, speaking by inspiration of thé/H&host,chargesyou to
do what he tells you is God's Word.

What that is we shall now see.

5 1 Cor. 2, 13- Which things also we speak, not in the words whitan's wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual thingdwepiritual.

6 Jas. 1, 22 But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers, aldgeiving your own selveblatt. 7, 24. 25.-
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of Miné,doeth them, | will liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a rock: And the raincgegled, and the floods came, and the winds blegv, an
beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it waarfded upon a rockuke 6, 46.- And why call ye Me,
“Lord, Lord,” and do not the things which | sajfatt. 21:30. - And he came to the second, and said
likewise. And he answered and said, “l go, sir;d avent not.

7 2 Tim. 2, 21- If a man therefore purge himself from these, hallde a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and
meet for the master's use, and prepared unto goeny work.
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"Preach the Word!"

Whenever, as here, it merely says "the Wdrthe Gospels meant, as can
readily be seen from the passages noted belowatRrthe Word" is the same
as the command of Jesus, "Preach the Go$palférring to the Greek word
for "preach," we find that "preach the Word" megmsiclaim the Word loudly
and publicly like a herald. So also with this lasissage. There the risen Lord
says to His disciples: "Go ye into all the worlddapreach the Gospel to
every creature," proclaim it publicly.

1

2

Matt. 13, 20-23- But he that received the seed into stony platessame is he that heareth the Word, and

anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not roohimself, but dureth for a while: for when tributat or
persecution ariseth because of the Word, by anldebig offended. He also that received seed amang th
thorns is he that heareth the Word; and the cathi®fworld, and the deceitfulness of riches, chtile
Word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that reediseed into the good ground is he that heareth th
Word, and understandeith which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, soam hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirtyMark 2, 2. - And straightway many were gathered together,rmszh that there was no room
to receivethem no, not so much as about the door: and he prdatieeWord unto themMark 4:33. -
And with many such parables spake he the Word th@m, as they were able to héamMark 8:32. -
And He spake that saying openly. And Peter took ,Hinmd began to rebuke Hirvlark 4, 14. - The
sower soweth the WordMark 16, 20. - And they went forth, and preached every where, ltbrd
working with them and confirming the Word with signs following. Ame_uke 1, 2. - Even as they
delivered them unto us, which from the beginningeneyewitnesses, and ministers of the Wéwts 4,

4. - Howbeit many of them which heard the Word belgvand the number of the men was about five
thousandActs 6, 4.- But we will give ourselves continually to prayand to the Ministry of the Word.
Acts 8, 4.- Therefore they that were scattered abroad weetyewhere preaching the WorActs 10,

36. - The Word whichGod sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peacédsus Christ—He is Lord
of all ( Greek - ) * $ *

% ). Acts 10, 44.- While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy
Ghost fell on all them which heard the Wo#Attts 11:19.- Now they which were scattered abroad upon
the persecution that arose about Stephen travafiddr as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, pregchi
the Word to none but unto the Jews olgts 14, 25.- And when they had preached the Word in Perga,
they went down into AttaligActs 16, 6.- Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia andegen of
Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost tegah the Word in AsiaActs 17, 11.- These were
more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that thegived the Word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the Scriptures daily, whether those thirgge soGal. 6, 6.- Let him that is taught in the Word
communicate unto him that teacheth in all goodgsi€ol. 4, 3.- Withal praying also for us, that God
would open unto us a door of utterance, to speakntistery of Christ, for which | am also in bonds.
Thess. 1, 6.- And ye became followers of us, and of the Lordyihg received the Word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy GhostTitus 1, 9. - Holding fast the faithful Word as he hath beargt#,
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to éxdwed to convince the gainsayedss. 1, 21-23-
Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superflofynaughtiness, and receive with meekness the ftadra
Word, which is able to save your souls. But be gerd of the Word, and not hearers only, deceivimgy y
own selves. For if any be a hearer of the Word, rastch doer, he is like unto a man beholding htsnah
face in a glasdl Pet. 2, 8- And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offereegn to them which stumble
at the Word, being disobedient: whereunto also these appointedl Pet. 3, 1- Likewise, ye wives, be

in subjection to your own husbands; that, if angylbot the Word, they also may without the Word be
won by the conversation of the wives.

Mark 16, 15.- And He said unto them, “Go ye into all the woridehd preach the Gospel to every creature.”
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"Preach the Word!"

Servant of the Word, where do you find the Wdhe Gospel, which you
are to proclaim publicly, as herald of Gdd?the Holy Scriptures, in the Old and
in the New Testament.

Aye, you find the Word, the Gospel, in B¢ Testamer$criptures. Our
Lord Jesus Christ, the promised and divinely comdid real and only Preacher
of the Word, the GospélHe, in whose service all servants of the Word'aeders
to the Gospel written in the Old Testam@rhe apostles of the Lord refer to

3 Deut. 18, 15: The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prdghem the midst of thee, of thy brethren,
like unto me; unto Him ye shall hearkdsa. 61, 1-3.- The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me; because
the LORD hath anointed Me to preach Good Tiding® the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captivay] the opening of the prison to them that arentipto
proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and thg of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that
mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in Ziongtee unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit afahiness; that they might be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that Hghihbe glorified.Luke 4, 16-21.- And He came to
Nazareth, where He had been brought up: and, asudi®m was, He went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath Day, and stood up for to read. And therededivered unto Him the Book of the Prophet Esaias
And when He had opened the book, He found the phdwre it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preaclGtspel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captaved recovering of sight to the blind, to selitsrty
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptableojeéhe LORD. And He closed the Book, and He gave
it again to the minister, and sat down. And theseykall them that were in the synagogue were feste
on Him. And He began to say unto them, “This dathis Scripture fulfilled in your earsMatt. 17, 5. -
While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshad them: and behold a voice out of the cloud,
which said, “This is My Beloved Son, in Whom | ameliypleased; hear ye HimJohn 1, 18.- No man
hath seen God at any time; the Only Begotten Sbichnis in the bosom of the Father, He hath dedlare
Him. Heb. 1, 2.- Hath in these last days spoken unto us by His 84rom He hath appointed heir of all
things, by Whom also He made the worlds.

4 1 Cor. 4, 1- Let a man so account of us, as of the ministe@hoist, and stewards of the mysteries of God.
Luke 10, 16.- He that heareth you heareth Me; and he that sepiyou despiseth Me; and he that
despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me.

5 Luke 18, 31-33- Then He took unto him the Twelve, and said uhtent, “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem,
and all things that are written by the prophetsceoning the Son of Man shall be accomplished. Fer H
shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shalimoeked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted owt a
they shall scourge Him, and put Him to death: drthird day He shall rise againuke 24, 25-27.-
Then He said unto them, “O fools, and slow of héaubelieve all that the prophets have spoken. ®ugh
not Christ to have suffered these things, and terento His glory?” And beginning at Moses andth#
Prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Saegptthe things concerning Himsdlfike 24, 44-47 .-
And He said unto them, “These are the words whispake unto you, while | was yet with you, that all
things must be fulfilled, which were written in thewv of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in therRsal
concerning Me.” Then opened He their understandimag, they might understand the Scriptures, ardl sai
unto them, “Thus it is written, and thus it beho@&urist to suffer, and to rise from the dead thedtay,
and that repentance and remission of sins shouptdeehed in His Name among all nations, beginatng
Jerusalem.
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the Gospel written in the Old Testam@&nthe whole Epistle to the Hebrews
refers to the Gospel recorded in the OIld Testanaewlt to its promises and
types.

But the Gospel in all its fulness and perfecticesplendent in the light
of the fulfilled prophecies, is found in tiNew Testamer8criptures.

6 Acts 2, 16-36- But this is that which was spoken by the proplwetl; “’And it shall come to pass in the last
days,’ saith God, ‘1 will pour out of My Spirit upoall flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, yanol old men shall dream dreams: And on My
servants and on My handmaidens | will pour outiose days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesyd An
I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signshi e@arth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, ladnbon into blood, before that great and notalalg D
of the Lord come. And it shall come to pass, thabsoever shall call on the Name of the Lord shall b
saved.” Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesudazareth, a man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Hi the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know.
Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel foréknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain, Whom God hatsed up, having loosed the pains of death:
because it was not possible that he should be hafig. For David speaketh concerning Him, “I feagv
the Lord always before my face, for He is on mytigand, that | should not be moved. Thereforenayd
heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover @i flesh shall rest in hope, because Thou witt no
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer ThiHoly One to see corruption. Thou hast made known
to me the ways of Life; thou shalt make me fuljamf with Thy countenance.” Men and brethren, let me
freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, thatis both dead and buried, and his sepulchretis wsi
unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and knguhat God had sworn with an oath to him, thahef
fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he wabwhise up Christ to sit on his throne; he sedig liefore
spake of the Resurrection of Christ, that his seas not left in hell, neither His flesh did seeraption.
This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all @regses. Therefore being by the right hand of God
exalted, and having received of the Father the m®mwf the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this,chhi
ye now see and hear, for David is not ascendedtimdieavens: but he saith himself, “The LORD said
unto my Lord, ‘Sit Thou on my right hand, until lake Thy foes Thy footstool.” Therefore let all the
house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath niaglesame Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and ChristActs 26, 22. 23- Having therefore obtained help of God, | continmto this day, witnessing
both to small and great, saying none other thihga those which the prophets and Moses did sayighou
come: That Christ should suffer, and that He shbeldhe first that should rise from the dead, dmalikd
shew Light unto the people, and to the GentileRet. 1, 10. 11- Of which salvation the prophets have
enquired and searched diligently, who prophesietti®frace that should come unto you; searchind,wha
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ whichsnin them did signify, when it testified beforetidhe
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that shoulddal. Matt. 1, 22. 23.- Now all this was done, that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord the prophet, saying, “Behold, a virgin shall behwit
child, and shall bring forth a Son, and they sball His Name Emmanuel,” which being interpreted is
“God with us” - and many similar passage2slim. 3, 15-17.- And that from a child thou hast known the
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wis® $alvation through faith which is in Christ Jesu
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, arslprofitable for doctrine, for reproof, for corriext, for
instruction in righteousness; that the man of Gay he perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.Rom. 3, 21.- But now the Righteousness of God without the liswanifested, being witnessed
by the Law and the Prophets.

7 Heb. 1, 1. 2- God, Who at sundry times and in divers manneekespn time past unto the fathers by the
Prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto tid$gon, Whom He hath appointed heir of all thjngs
by Whom also He made the worldsJohn 1, 1-4- That which was from the beginning, which we have

footnote 7 continued—»
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So God has placed before youwriting what you are to proclaim as His
messenger. Yes, servant of the Word, as God's mgsese/ou are to proclaim
and publicly preach theritten Word, the Word recorded in Holy Scriptures.
You are not blindly to follow any "spirit" who mighboast of having received a
special revelatiofi It is hardly necessary to say that. And to listerthe absurd
traditions of the papacy would be ungodly.

"Preach the Word!"

The Word, the written Word, reveals "the mysterof the kingdom of
heaven® It reveals the eternal plan of God to save lost anddemned
mankind, which Christ Jesus carried out in the ést of time® This divine
plan of redemption is truly and in the fullest seio$ the term amysteryin all its
parts and details.

heard, which we have seen with our eyes, whichawe fooked upon, and our hands have handled, of the
Word of Life; for the Life was manifested, and wevhk seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto yau th
Eternal Life, which was with the Father, and wasifested unto us. That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellgpvalith us: and truly our fellowship is with the ther,

and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these thinggewve unto you, that your joy may be fullke 1, 1-

4. - Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set fiortinder a declaration of those things which are
most surely believed among us, even as they delivéfiem unto us, which from the beginning were
eyewitnesses, and ministers of the Word; it seeguedi to me also, having had perfect understanding o
all things from the very first, to write unto th@e order, most excellent Theophilus, that thou regh
know the certainty of those things, wherein thostheeen instructe@ Pet. 3, 15- And account that the
longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as @aloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom
given unto him hath written unto yoGal. 6, 11.- Ye see how large a letter | have written unto vl
mine own handl John 2, 8.- Again, a new commandment | write unto you, whtcimg is true in Him
and in you: because the darkness is past, andutaé.ight now shinethl Tim. 3, 14.- These things write

| unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shoRlgv. 1, 11.- Saying, “I am Alpha and Omega, the First and
the Last,” and, “What thou seest, write in a Boakg send it unto the seven churches which are iia; As
unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamdsu@to Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto
Philadelphia, and unto Laodiced.”Pet. 1, 10-12- Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and
searched diligently, who prophesied of the gra@g #hould come unto you; searching what, or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was iremth did signify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that shouldidal. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto
themselves, but unto us they did minister the thighich are now reported unto you by them thathav
preached the Gospel unto you with the Holy Ghast dewn from heaven; which things the angels desire
to look into.

8 2 Thess. 2, 2. That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be tralbieither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter
as from us, as that the Day of Christ is at hdandohn 4, 1.- Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God: because many faisphets are gone out into the world.

9 Matt. 13, 11.- He answered and said unto them, “Because itvisngunto you to know the mysteries of the
Kingdom of Heaven, but to them it is not given.”

10 Acts 2, 22-24: Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of ldtizea man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by i the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know;
Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel tmdknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by

footnote 10 continued—»
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No man knew or divined anything of this planiuGibd revealed it" Not

even the angels in heaven knew or divined this pkfore God revealed .

Even after God had revealed this plan, even whenScriptures which

reveal it are preached, taught, heard, read, amtied, even then it remains a
"mystery" to every man, because man cannot unaetstcept, or believe this
revelation. Man regards it as foolishnestil the Holy Spirit enlightens and
regenerates him with the Holy Scriptures, in whigis divine plan is revealed
and which is preached, taught, heard, read, antiestt?

This divine plan of redemption remains a "mystemten to the

regenerated and enlightened Christian. In the fitsce, it always remains
incomprehensible to his natural miffdin the second place, God doest

11

12

13

14

wicked hands have crucified and slain; Whom God haised up, having loosed the pains of death:
because it was not possible that He should be halflé. Acts 4, 28.- For to do whatsoever thy hand and
thy counsel determined before to be dokets 20, 20.- And how | kept back nothing that was profitable
unto you, but have shewed you, and have taughpyblickly, and from house to houskcts 21, 27.-
And when the seven days were almost ended, the dbies were of Asia, when they saw him in the
temple, stirred up all the people, and laid handsim. Luke 7, 30. - But the Pharisees and lawyers
rejected the counsel of God against themselveagh®dt baptized of hinll John 1, 1-4.- That which
was from the beginning, which we have heard, whiehhave seen with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, of the Wordfef Ear the Life was manifested, and we have seen i
and bear witness, and shew unto you that Eterrfa| laihich was with the Father, and was manifested
unto us. That which we have seen and heard destanmento you, that ye also may have fellowship with
us: and truly our fellowship is with the Fatherdamith His Son Jesus Christ. And these things vuiée
unto you, that your joy may be full.

1 Cor. 2, 9. 10- But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nortezard, neither have entered into the heart of

man, the things which God hath prepared for theah Ihve him, but God hath revealed them unto us by
His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things,ayeghe deep things of Go&ph. 1, 9. - Having made
known unto us the mystery of His will, according ks good pleasure which He hath purposed in
Himself. Col. 2, 2.- That their hearts might be comforted, being kmifether in love, and unto all riches
of the full assurance of understanding, to the aslt@dgement of the mystery of God, and of the Fathe
and of Christl Tim. 3, 9.- Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure coesae.

1 Pet. 1, 12: Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto thensghbut unto us they did minister the things,

which are now reported unto you by them that haeaghed the Gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost
sent down from heaven; which things the angelséésilook into.Job 4, 18.- Behold, He put no trust in
His servants; and His angels He charged with folly.

John 3, 3. 5. 6: Nicodemus saith unto Him, “How can a man be bohen he is old? Can he enter the

second time into his mother's womb, and be born?Jesus answered, “Verily, verily, | say unto thee
Except a man be born of water and of the Spiritcdm@not enter into the Kingdom of God. That whigh i
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is bofithe Spirit is spirit.”1 Cor. 2, 14.- But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: floey are foolishness unto him: neither can he ktiwm,
because they are spiritually discerngdCor. 2, 16.- For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he
may instruct Him? But we have the mind of Chrigiatt. 16, 17. - And Jesus answered and said unto
him, “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flestddtood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Eath
which is in heaven.”

1 Cor. 2, 5- That your faith should not stand in the wisdormwdn, but in the power of God. (See also

under®3))
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give a logical, systematic, full, and perfect ratedn of His plan of salvation
in the Scriptures which satisfies our reason, bueals it to us pieceme#l.

But the Scripture, the Word of God, the written Waf God, just as it is
given us, is a power of God to work faith in theahteand to give salvation and
divine consolation® But, we repeat, this Word alone has such pdWer.

"Preach the Word!"

Since theword of Scripture alondas the power to work faith in the heart
of man and to give him salvation, and since thaictwvhhe Scriptures reveal is
a "mystery" to all men, therefore, as a messenger of God, prgaoclaim,
only and alonehis word of Scripture. In all your preaching amdgaiming of
the Word you must always be able to s#y,is written," and,"Thus saith the
Lord." "Preachthe Word." That, and nothing else, is the command of God to
you as His messenger, His herald.

However, a twofold warning is in place here.

The first warning: When preaching and proclaimihg ¥Word,banish all
thoughts, ideas, and reflections of your ow.best these are only "wood,
hay, and stubble." Preach and proclaim nothing thet "gold, silver, and
precious stones" of the written Word of G8dCan your own thoughts, ideas,
and reflections work faith in any man's heart? @emy save him? Surely not.
And what do you know of your own accord? Nothingalit The divine
revelation of Scripture is as much a mystery to gsuto all other men. And
are you not a messenger, a herald, of God? Wht#teisduty of a herald? His
duty is to proclaim what he has been told. May &aldeadd to, or omit,

15 1 Cor. 13, 9. 10: For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. Bhen that which is perfect is come, then
that which is in part shall be done awayCor. 13, 12.- For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then
face to face. Now | know in part; but then shahbw even as also | am known.

16 1 John 1, 3. 4- That which we have seen and heard declare weymtpothat ye also may have fellowship
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Fathand with His Son Jesus Christ. And these thimgte
we unto you, that your joy may be fuRom. 1, 16. 17- For | am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to evene that believeth; to the Jew first, and alsdhéoGreek.
For therein is the righteousness of God revealaa fiaith to faith: as it is written, “The just shive by
faith.”

17 1 Cor. 1, 18-25: For the preaching of the cross is to them thaispeoolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God. For it is written,Will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will byito
nothing the understanding of the prudent.” Whethéswise? where is the scribe? where is the dispmit
this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdonthig world? For after that in the wisdom of Goe th
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God byfti@ishness of preaching to save them that believe
For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seéekwisdom: but we preach Christ crucified, unte th
Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks fooésh; but unto them which are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdor®ofl, because the foolishness of God is wiser than
men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

18 1 Cor. 3, 12- Now if any man build upon this foundation goldyar, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble.
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anything of his own accord? Surely not. Neitheredgou do sd? Only this
privilege is granted you: you may explain the Sor@-passage which you are
treating of in your sermon or proclamation by addgcother passages of
Holy Writ, and, like the Lord Jesus Christ, you mlystrate it, and impress
it upon the mind of your hearers, by means of pasataken from lifé° That is
right and praiseworthy and salutary. However, indd right and praiseworthy
and salutary when theologians take that which Gaslrevealed only "in part"
and "in a dark word®- sufficient, however, to work a glad and firmlyognded
faith — and attempt to add to it and explain ittwiheir own thoughts, ideas,
and reflections and thus make it a logical, systemnahole. Theologians are
at liberty to arrange in systematic oraaly those truthsvhich God has clearly
revealed in His Word. Farther than that they haweright to go, and even
then they must confess that much remains dark, ety questions remain
unanswered, and that the connection between omg aod another one often is
not clear to them.

The second warningNo apology! That is to say, Do not attempt to
defend the Word as it is revealed in Holy Scripsirdo not attempt an
apology because it is a mystery and is revealeg tnl part" and "darkly."
Men will shake their heads and take offense whew Hear or read the Scriptures.
Do not try to defend the Scriptures against sudepgon through all kinds of
"reasonable,"” but unscriptural apologetics. Sudortsf to defend them are
altogether wrong.

That such apologetics are wrong is evident fromfofiewing.

1)  God,who alone is wis& gave His Word exactly as we have it to-day.
Through His Word He works in us faith in Christ Ussand keeps us in this

19 Deut. 4, 2- Ye shall not add unto the Word which | command,yeeither shall ye diminish ought from it,
that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD @md which | command yoleut. 12, 32.- What
thing so ever | command you, observe to do it: thloait not add thereto, nor diminish fromRtov. 30,
6. - Add thou not unto His Words, lest He reprove tha®l thou be found a liagRev. 22, 18. 19- For |
testify unto every man that heareth the words efghophecy of this Book, If any man shall add unto
these things, God shall add unto him the plaguatsate written in this Book. And if any man shalke
away from the words of the Book of this prophecpdGhall take away his part out of the Book of Life
and out of the holy city, and from the things whagle written in this Book.

20 Matt. 13, 52. 3.[sic 53?] -Then said He unto them, “Therefore evstyibe which is instructed unto the
Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a man that is andedwlder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure
things new and old.” And it came to pass, that whlesus had finished these parables, He departed
thence.

21 1 Cor. 13, 9. 10- For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. Bhen that which is perfect is come, then
that which is in part shall be done awayCor. 13, 12.- For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then
face to face. Now | know in part; but then shahbw even as also | am known.

22 Rom. 16, 27.- To God only wise, be glory through Jesus CHastever. Amenl Tim. 1, 17.- Now unto
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wi$Sod, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Jude 25.- To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory andesiy, dominion and power, both now and
ever. Amen.
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faith. And by the mouth of His apostle He says verg servant of the Word:
"Preach the Word?" If, now, you would do more onestvise than God has
done, if you want to do better than God, would bsewthan God, would try to
defend His Word, — would that not be a rash, impadand, at the same time,
very foolish act?

2) Thefaith of the regenerated is wrought and preserved inr thei
hearts through the Word of God, which liveth anadeth forever, the Word
of Truth?® And that is the Word of Scripture, the Word whigh now have in
our Bible. Through this Word the Holy Spirit oparst* Through it He guides
the believers into all trutindeed,through this Wordfor not even the Holy
Spirit, the true God, speaks "of Himself," but wdwdver He has heard, that
He speaks$® And thus faith is "the substance of things hoperdthe evidence
of things not seer’" Hencefaith does not shake its head when it hears the Word
of God, but does shake its head when efforts argdenta defend it; it scorns all
apology. And if you try to defend the Word of Goefftire believers, you try to
do more and otherwise than the Holy Spirit has dgoe would be — a fool.

3) Over against whom would you tifene defend the Word of God? Of
course, only over against humasason,which indeed shakes its head at the
Word of God. Aye, carnal reason shakes its headhat divine Word of
Scripture. But when you try to defend the WorfdGond over against this
carnal reason, the very opposite of that which yomed at takes place;
namely, carnal reason is not convinced of the taftthe Word of God. No, it
judges and condemns the Word of God accordingstoviin carnal opinion. And
this opinion is always hostile to the Word of Gdfl. therefore, you try to
defend the Word of God over against carnal reagmntherebyhinderthe divine
power which is inherent in the Word. No, no, yowsat of the Word, do not try
to defend the Word! The weapons which God has gyeenfor your warfare are

23 1 Pet. 1, 23:- Being born again, not of corruptible seed, bufrmorruptible, by the Word of God, which
liveth and abideth for evedas. 1, 18.- Of His own will begat He us with the Word of Thutthat we
should be a kind of first-fruits of His creaturé&om. 10, 17.- So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God.

24 John 6, 63- It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh ptefih nothing: the Words that | speak unto you, they
are Spirit, and they are Life.

25 John 16, 13 a Howbeit when He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, Wil guide you into all truth.

26 John 16, 13 b: For He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoddershall hear, that shall He speak and He
will shew you things to come.

27 Heb. 11, 1- Now faith is the substance of things hoped fog, évidence of things not seen.
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not carnal weapons. Your weapons tire words of Scripturé mighty through
God; with them you can pull down strongholds, cdstvn imaginations and
every high thing that exalts itself against the Whemlge of God, and bring into
captivity every thought to the obedience of ChfisEor reason must kaken
captiveand judged, not liberated and made the judge thredigrts at defending
the Word of God. Servant of the Word, and you, Qi§ttan, we appeal to your
own daily experience. Unless you simply say: Thuis iwritten, and that settles
it; if you listen to attempts made at defending Bible, or if you yourself try
to make the Word of God plausible to carnal reasothousand questions
will arise within you, questions asked by your Qddam, just as wasps arise
when their nest is disturbed.

4) If, as stated above, you try to defend theine Word over
against carnal reason, you theredst yourself in opposition to the clearly
revealed gracious will of God-or we read in Holy Scriptures: "For after
that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knest God, it pleased Gday
the foolishness of preachitfgo save them that believeFor the Jews require a
sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom; but wegbr&zhrist crucified, unto
the Jews astumbling-blockand unto the Greek®olishnessput unto them
which are called? both Jews and Greeks, Christ the Power of God thad
Wisdom of God, because the foolishness of God sewthan men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than m&nilhat does this passage tell us? The
whole world, with all its wisdom, cannot discern @ wise plan of salvation
which the crucified Christ carried out. The GospeLChrist is a stumbling-block

28 Eph. 6, 17: And take the helmet of salvation, and the Swdrthe Spirit, which is the Word of God.

29 2 Cor. 10, 4. 5: For the weapons of our warfare are not carnalniighty through God to the pulling down
of strong holds; casting down imaginations, andewégh thing that exalteth itself against the kiedge
of God, and bringing into captivity every thougbtthe obedience of Christ.

30 Greek: by the foolishness of the herald’'s message -

31 Greek: to give salvation to the believers - , i.e,, to bring them to faith and salvation.
Rom. 1, 16.- For | am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christitfis the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and adsthe Greek; comgeph. 2, 8.- For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves ihe gift of God.

32 who are regenerated.

33 1 Cor. 1, 21-25: For after that in the wisdom of God the worldweigdom knew not God, it pleased God by
the foolishness of preaching to save them thaebeliFor the Jews require a sign, and the Greeals se
after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, uthhe Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness; but unto them which are called, ba&Wwsland Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the
wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God s&mihan men; and the weakness of God is stronger
than men.
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and foolishness unto the world. Since this is st since God knows this, what
Is now the pleasure of God? To have this His pkferttied before the world? No,
no! It is the pleasure of Gotb work faith in the heart of man and save him
through this same Gospel, which is a stumbling4bland foolishness unto the
world. And God accomplishes that. For that which men tal foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and that which men call Weakness of God is
stronger than men. And the apostles and evangdiidtaccording to this good
pleasure of God; they administered their officeotiygh the simple, ordinary,
undefended preaching of Christ crucified. Goandlidewise and do not try
to defend the Word of God over against, and maghkiisible to, carnal reason.

5) To sum up: You areraessenger of Godand as such you are to
proclaim the divine message exactly as God hasatedet in His written Word.
God has not told you to defend it over against ntd@.is a poor messenger
indeed who would proclaim the message given himtaea try to defend and
excuse it because of its "foolishness" and "weakhes

Only one kind ofdefense— if we would call it so, — altogether different
from that mentioned above, is permitted by Gathen human reason objects
to the divine Word, you may show how futile anch$ly these objections will
appear even to the wisdom of ma¥you may set the wisdom of man against
the wisdom of man. But bear in mind: Unless youéhésarned enough to be
thoroughly familiar with the wisdom of man and alddeset wisdom against
wisdom, do not attempt even that, but merely prehehGospel in a simple
and firm manner. Otherwise you might expose yotirkelridicule and scorn
and only harm not only yourself, but also your sdcoffice and God's holy
cause.

"Preach the Word!"

When the risen Savior appeared to His discipleGafilee®* as He had
promised to dd” and gave them His Great Commission, He said tmtHAll
power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. @dherefore and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fathed &f the Son and of
the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all thingsatsoever | have

34 Matt. 28, 16. 17.- Then the eleven disciples went away into Galiieép a mountain where Jesus had
appointed them. And when they saw Him, they wonsdibHim: but some doubtetl.Cor. 15, 6.- After
that, He was seen of above five hundred brethreoneg; of whom the greater part remain unto this
present, but some are fallen asleep.

35 Matt. 26, 32.- But after | am risen again, | will go before yioto Galilee.Mark 14, 18. - And as they sat and
did eat, Jesus said, “Verily | say unto you, Ongai which eateth with Me shall betray Mé&fark 16,
7. - But go your way, tell His disciples and PeterttHa goeth before you into Galilee: there shalkge
Him, as He said unto you.
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commanded you. And, lo, | am with you alway, evetouhe end of the
world."%

These words of our Lord and Savior clearly revéa tull meaning of
"Preach the Word!"

Although these words have been correctly renderech the Greek into
good English, we will now give hteral translation of those words which are
most important heféin order to make the matter still clearer. Liteyall
translated, these words red@herefore, going out, make discipteof all
nations by teaching, baptizintpem in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to obsatvéhings whatsoever |
have commanded you."

What is the will of our Lord and Savior, the willnich will be in force
until the end of days? This: His disciples shoutdayt to all nations, make
disciples of them by preaching the GosPddaptize them into the naffeof the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, amadhehem to observe all
things whatsoever the Lord Jesus has commanded themt, all His disciples.

"Preach the Word!" therefore means: Preach and téec Gospel of the
grace of God in Christ Jesus in all its truth andity, exactly as God has
revealed it in His Word, and make disciples of mamd baptize them —
Baptism is the great and only Sacrament throughchvlai sinner enters the
Church of Christ'—and teach the disciples of Christ to observe all things
whatsoever He has commanded théinis is the point with which we are
chiefly concerned now. The duty of preaching therdVahe Gospel, to all

36 Matt. 28, 18-20- And Jesus came and spake unto them, sayingp®ller is given unto Me in heaven and in
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,ifiagtthem in the Name of the Father, and of tha,So
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observéhaligs whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, |
am with you alway, even unto the end of the woflchen.”

37 Vv. 19. 20 a- Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptitivegn in the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to olesafhthings whatsoever | have commanded you

38 It can be readily seen that the Greek word hizsnieaning.

39 However, not all men obey the Gospel of our Ldedus Christ2 Thess. 1, 8- In flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that abeyhe Gospel of our Lord Jesus Chrigam. 2,
8. - But unto them that are contentious, and do neydhe truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation
and wrath.

40 Rom. 6, 3- Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptizerlJesus Christ were baptized into His death?

41 Rom. 6, 4- Therefore we are buried with Him by Baptism idath: that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we stieuld walk in newness of lif€ol. 2, 12.- Buried
with Him in Baptism, wherein also ye are risen whittm through the faith of the operation of God, Who
hath raised Him from the dead. (See my bBak Apostolische Brief an die Kolosseith reference to
this passage.) Pet. 3, 21.- The like figure whereuntevenBaptism doth also now save us (nhot the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the emes of a good conscience toward God,) by the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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nations also includes the duty of teaching thnmobserve and do all things
whatsoever the Lord has commanded His disciplesh®erve and doThe
Gospel is not only a saving, but also a salutariifeagiving doctrine** As a
servant of the Word you are to make disciples adrpsinners and teach them
how to live and walk as such disciples of CHstou are to proclaim the doc-
trine of justification by faith in Christ in all sttruth and purity; you are to
proclaim the doctrine of sanctification by faith @hrist Jesus in all its truth
and purity.

And as for this last-named doctrine, you are nolyaww teach and
proclaim it in a pleasing manner or write aboultu are also to teach people
to observdt and todoaccordingly** "Teaching them t@bserveall things what-
soever | have commanded you," says our Lord. Apeorant of the Word it is
who, while correctly teaching and proclaiming theketrines in theory, like
Eli indifferently looks on while his hearers do miat accordingly.

"Preach the Word!"

At the beginning of this chapter we said, and sltbwad proved from
Scripture that "the Word" is th&ospel. Most certainly! The Gospel is the
message which you, a messenger of God and a seovahe Word, are to
proclaim. But besides the Gospel the Scripture aioststill another Word, of
an altogether different character. Not omythis, but it mustand shouldbe
added to the Gospel. That is thaw. The Law must be added to the Gospel
"because of transgressioff3lt must be shown by the Law that all men are
sinners’® that sin is directly and absolutely opposed to Gadd that the

42 1 Tim. 1, 10. 11- For whoremongers, for them that defile themseWitls mankind, for menstealers, for liars,
for perjured persons, and if there be any othergthhat is contrary to sound doctrine; accordinght
glorious Gospel of the blessed God, which was cdtathio my trust.

43 See the Sermon on the Mount, Matt. 5-7.

44 Jas. 1, 22-25. But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers, atdgeiving your own selves. For if any be a
hearer of the Word, and not a doer, he is like untman beholding his natural face in a glass; for h
beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightiergetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso
looketh into the perfect Law of Liberty, and coniith therein, he being not a forgetful hearer,sbdber
of the Work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

45 Gal. 3, 19.- Wherefore then serveth the Law? It was addedusecaf transgressions, till the Seed should
come to whom the promise was made; and it was meddiy angels in the hand of a mediator.

46 Rom. 3:20.- Therefore by the deeds of the Law there shaflesh be justified in His sight; for by the Law is
the knowledge of sin.
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consequence of sin is death and damndfiofnd why must that be shown by
the Law? In order that, when the Gospel is preachieel grace of God in
Christ Jesus may be perceived and penitently asd&ptAnd not only in the
case of the unregenerate must the Law be addéxktoreaching of the Gospel
and perform its work, but also in the case of tegenerate, the Christians;
for the latter that they may remain truly penitemtd not allow their Old
Adam, the sinful depravity still in them, to sedubem to self-righteousne$s,
sin-service? and all manner of self-elected piéty.

As a servant of the Word, therefore, preach thep8opsut also, in all
firmness and sharpness, the Law. But do it in tle@mer just pointed out and
keep within the right and proper bourtdsTell the unregenerate, those who
refuse to heed the Gospel, the ungodly and sehteigus, that they are still
under the Law with all its demands and its curdeBut tell the believing
Christians, those who are justified by faith, anddcen of God, and are ruled by

47 Rom. 7, 7-13- What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? God tbrbiay, | had not known sin, but by the

Law: for | had not known lust, except the Law hatls“Thou shalt not covet.” But sin, taking occasi

by the commandment, wrought in me all manner otapiscence. For without the Law sin was dead. For
| was alive without the Law once: but when the candment came, sin revived, and | died. And the
commandment, which was ordained to life, | foundbtounto death. For sin, taking occasion by the
commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. Woerd¢he Law is holy, and the commandment holy,
and just, and good. Was then that which is goodentsghth unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might
appear sin, working death in me by that which isdgathat sin by the commandment might become
exceeding sinful.

48 Rom. 5, 20- Moreover the Law entered, that the offence maghtund. But where sin abounded, grace did
much more abound.

49 Rom. 7, 14- For we know that the Law is spiritual; but | aarmal, sold under sin.

50 1 Pet. 1, 14-16- As obedient children, not fashioning yourselvesaading to the former lusts in your
ignorance; but as He which hath called you is hedybe ye holy in all manner of conversation; beeat
is written, “Be ye holy; for | am holy.Gal. 5, 19-21.- Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which ar
these; adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasasfess, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, latians,
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, migddrunkenness, revellings, and such like: ofwthech |
tell you before, as | have also told you in timestpahat they which do such things shall not inhte
Kingdom of God.

51 Ps. 119, 9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his waytaking heed thereto according to Thy Word.
52 1 Tim. 1, 8- But we know that the Law is good, if a man udavfully.

53 1 Tim. 1, 9-11.- Knowing this, that the Law is not made for a tggus man, but for the lawless and
disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, fohaly and profane, for murderers of fathers and
murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for whoreraosmigfor them that defile themselves with mankind,
for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persoms] & there be any other thing that is contrarystand
doctrine; according to the glorious Gospel of thessed God, which was committed to my tr@al. 3,

10 - For as many as are of the works of the Law adeuthe curse: for it is written, “Cursed is evene
that continueth not in all things which are writierthe Book of the Law to do them.”
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the Spirit of God, that they are no longer unde¥ thaw, but under gracg.
Take care lest you cause them to become confusktbasiespair of grace when
you preach the Law Take care lest you mislead them to legalistic ways
which are contrary to the faiffi.

All that has been said in this chapter is includedhe admonition,
"Preach the Word!"

Now will follow further explanations, provisionsna injunctions of this
"Preach the Word!all of them, like that word itself, included in tle@rnest and
solemn charge of the apostle which we are consigi#ri

54 Rom. 6, 14- For sin shall not have dominion over you; foraye not under the Law, but under Gra@al. 5,
23. - Meekness, temperance: against such there ismd Id@im. 1, 9- Knowing this, that the Law is not
made for a righteous man, but for the lawless d@sdbedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, fohaiy
and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderensothers, for manslayers.

55 Gal. 5, 1.- Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith i€hhath made us free, and be not entangled again
with the yoke of bondagésal 5, 10.- | have confidence in you through the Lord, thatwill be none
otherwise minded; but he that troubleth you shedirthis judgment, whosoever he be.

56 Gal. 4, 9-11- But now, after that ye have known God, or ratwer known of God, how turn ye again to the
weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desiri@ égde in bondage? Ye observe days, and months,
and times, and years. | am afraid of you, lestviehaestowed upon you labour in vain.

57 .-V.1(2Tim.5:1)
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V.

"Be instant!"

The Greek word rendered "Be instant!" really medisand fast!" The
servant of the Word should stand by WWerd; for the apostle had just said,
"Preach théMord!" The servant should steadfastly stand by the Woedheesald
steadfastly stands by what he has been told tdgmocAfter carrying out his
orders, an ordinary herald leaves and concernsdtims more about it. The
herald of God, a servant of the Word, however, &haontinue steadfastlio
stand by the Word, should continually proclaim ¥&erd without ceasing. As a
valiant soldier of Christ Jesithe servant of the Word should stand by the Word
entrusted to him like a faithful soldier stands tog flag. "Thou, therefore,
endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Clensliire whatever afflictions may
come over you because of the Woidontinue steadfastly to stand by the Word
until you have either gained the victory, — andntlt®ntinue to stand by the
Word, — or until you fall, — and then you have fot@ good fight and kept
the faith, and the crown of righteousness is lgidfor you® Servant of the
Word, stand by the Word in such a manner that yannot be separated from
the Word, that you are one with the Word, that\Werd is the only thing you
know, and want, and understand, and acknowledge® recognize. Be girded
and equipped with the Word. Be ready and prepatedl dimes to proclaim and
maintain the Word:every word which God has revealed to you in Holy
Scriptures. That is what that faithful servant bé tWord, the Apostle Paul,
did, through whom God is now speaking to Yoindeed, should you, a
servant of the Word, disregardsmgleword of God?If any one dares to lay
hands on, or disregard, a single word of God, thearyant of the Word,

1 2Tim. 2, 3- Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good saoldiksus Christ.

2 2 Tim. 2, 3.- Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good saflisgsus Christ2 Tim. 1, 8.- Be not thou
therefore ashamed of the Testimony of our Lord, siome his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the
afflictions of the Gospel according to the powefGafd.

3 2Tim. 4, 7. 8- | have fought a good fight, | have finished myise, | have kept the faith. Henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, whichltbed, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that da
and not to me only, but unto all them also thaelélis appearing.

4 Acts 20, 20. 21- And how | kept back nothing that was profitablgaiyou, but have shewed you, and have
taught you publickly, and from house to house,iftesgy both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,
repentance toward God, and faith toward our LosideChristActs 20, 27.- For | have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel of Gédts 20, 31.- Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space
of three years | ceased not to warn every one @igtitday with tears.
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stand by the Word, stand up for every single wdrd&aripture, quickly draw
from its scabbard "the Sword of the Spirit, whishttie Word of God’raise it
up high, and smite all gainsayers and, with it,t @gsvn all contradiction and
opposition® Surely as a servant of the Word yeannotdo otherwise since you
are to fear God and His Word with holy awe and.feEus God desires you to
be, thus He admonishes and adjures you throughapdistle®

"In season, out of season."

You are to stand by the Word and proclaim it alwags all times,
under all circumstances, be the time favorable ot. rfravorable time or
unfavorable — that dare not influence your standinghe Word; that dare not be
a condition, dare not change you, dare not make fyoner or weaker.
Certainly not! The Lord God gave His Word for alines!® and He gave
you''as a servant of the Word. You are steadfastly andty the Word at
all times and not to ask whether the time for itegpamation is favorable
or unfavorable. The apostle of the Lord charges Yloefore God and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick ane ftthead at His
appearing and His kingdom, Preach the Word!" Stagdthe Word "in
season, out of season"! Never forget that!

5 Eph. 6, 17- And take the helmet of salvation, and the swdrthe Spirit, which is the Word of God.

6 Titus 1, 9.- Holding fast the faithful Word as he hath beargtat, that he may be able by sound doctrine both
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

7 Ps. 119, 120. 12%. My flesh trembleth for fear of Thee; and | amaédr of Thy judgments. | have done
judgment and justice: leave me not to mine opprssso

8 I.V.1.
9 Greek: at a favorable or an unfavorable time -

10 Is. 40, 6-9- The voice said, “Cry.” And he said, “What shatiry?” All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness
thereof is as the flower of the field: The grastheseth, the flower fadeth: because the spiriheftORD
bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. Ttesgmwithereth, the flower fadeth: but the Word of o
God shall stand for ever. O Zion, that bringest €&dadings, get thee up into the high mountain; O
Jerusalem, that bringest Good Tidings, lift up ¥yce with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; sagto the
cities of Judah, Behold your God! Pet. 1, 23-25- Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth aatideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, dhtha
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grassevith, and the flower thereof falleth away; but\Werd
of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the Waitdich by the Gospel is preached unto you.

11 Eph 4, 11.- And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophadss@me, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers.
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What time isfavorablefor a servant of the Word to stand by the Word?
When the Lord opens the door unto the W&rds, for instance, when
heathens throng to the Word, ask for instructiod daptism, or when
Christians in large numbers awaken from spiritulalnber and seek the
true and pure Word of God, — that is a favorabheeti Such a time was the
time of the apostles, in spite of opposition, intspf persecution, on the
part of Jews and Gentiles. Such a time was the ¢ifieuther, in spite of the
fury of the Pope and his followers. Such a time weestime of Walther, in spite
of bitter opposition against his steadfast testignon the part of so-called
Lutherans who were infected with the spirit of #ects and the Calvinists,
and on the part of the sects and the Calvinistsnd®ves. "In spite of"?
Yes. When opposition and persecution arise agdimestVord, then the time
is favorable for the Word to prove its divine poweFor then the light shines so
much brighter in the darkness, then the Spiritdtlsso much more against the
flesh!* The time of peace, the time when the Church ofisd&hrist is not

12 1 Cor. 16, 9: For a great door and effectual is opened untoame there are many adversariz€or. 2, 12.-
Furthermore, when | came to Troas to preach Chi@&b'spel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord
Col. 4, 3.- Withal praying also for us, that God would opertauus a door of utterance, to speak the
mystery of Christ, for which | am also in bonéev. 3, 8.- | know thy works: behold, | have set before
thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for liast a little strength, and hast kept My Word, hast
not denied My NameActs 14, 27.- And when they were come, and had gathered thecGlagether,
they rehearsed all that God had done with them, leowd he had opened the door of faith unto the
Gentiles.

13 1 Cor. 16, 9: For a great door and effectual is opened untoame there are many adversaries.

14 John 1, 5.- And the Light shineth in darkness; and the daskneomprehended it naggal. 5, 17.- For the
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spiraiagt the flesh: and these are contrary the ortlectother:
so that ye cannot do the things that ye woRlel. 2, 8-11- And unto the angel of the Church in Smyrna
write: These things saith the First and the Lagtictv was dead, and is alive. | know thy works, and
tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich ) ankinow the blasphemy of them which say they aresJew
and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. Bear of those things which thou shalt suffer: behtild
devil shall cast some of you into prison, that yayrbe tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten dégs
thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee awn of Life. He that hath an ear, let him hear winat
Spirit saith unto the churches. He that overconséiddl not be hurt of the second ded®ev. 3, 7-13--
And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia arithese things saith He that is holy, He thatus,tHe
that hath the key of David, He that openeth, andnam shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; |
know thy works: behold, | have set before thee penodoor, and no man can shut it: for thou hasgtla |
strength, and hast kept My Word, and hast not deiMg Name. Behold, | will make them of the
synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, andady but do lie; behold, | will make them to come
and worship before thy feet, and to know that lehbowed thee. Because thou hast kept the Word of My
patience, | also will keep thee from the hour ahp¢ation, which shall come upon all the world, g t
them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, | come kjyichold that fast which thou hast, that no maketa
thy crown. Him that overcometh will | make a pillar the temple of My God, and he shall go no more
out: and | will write upon him the Name of My Gahd the Name of the City of My God, which is new
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven fromQ@d4: and | will write upon him My new Name. He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spiritsaitto the churches.
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troubled, but rather regarded highly — such a tismprayed for®> longed for,
regarded as a favorable time, as a time when thel\Was an open door. But —
think of the time which was granted the Church dgrithe reign of
Constantine the Great — what happens so easily?Crestians abuse such
privilege and grace and open door and become ssstimdifferent, cold, and
worldly-minded and thereby spoil this gracious gifiGod.

When is the timeunfavorablefor such steadfast standing by the Word?
When rank unbelief becomes rampant in the world @wedantichristian spirit
of the lodge spreads itself in the Church to sucthegree that the simple,
childlike faith in the Word of God is laughed aidiculed, and regarded as
foolishness which has come down from the Middle #\ge that surely is an
unfavorable time. But there is a still more unfale time. When is that?
When a Church, a denomination, which God has ribhdgsed with the correct
and pure knowledge of the Word becomes lukewarmiradhitferent and tired of
the pure Word of God and worldly-minded and no knghows the spirit of
true repentance; when this denomination is infeetétl the spirit of the sects
and lodges round about it and becomes unionistienv'Thus it is written" no
longer is regarded as divinely authoritative, baitmet with all manner of
man-made opinions and objections and explanatiomben this same
denomination opens its doors and suffers in itssintdose who have taken
an oath in the antichristian lodge; when the Clamstraining of the children is
neglected; when family devotion and reading of Bikle is but rarely found;
when even many servants of the Word, pastors, éeschissionaries, visitors,
presidents, and professors either become infectddall this and take part in
it, or else are blind to it, or do not regard itkesng as bad as it is and try to
excuse it, or even think and say that everythinghet denomination is as
good as can be expected, that it always has beentsn the leaders instead
of raising their voices and calling upon their pleopo report, to examine
themselves, whether they are in the faith, anduta from their ways, step
before the public and boast about the greatnesstlamdvorks of their de-
nomination, —thenthe time is unfavorablehena servant of the Word who
faithfully stands by the Word will, get little attgon; then he will, as a rule,

15 1 Tim. 2, 2.- For kings, and for all that are in authority; tthee may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty.
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be either ignored or looked upon as eccentric amdtic, and his voice, his
testimony, will be hushetf.

But, O servant of the Word, the apostle charges yBreach the Word:
be instant in season, out of season!"

"Reprove!"

"Reprove" is a word which does not quite give td fneaning of the
Greek word. The Greek word means: in a convinciranmar toconvict one of
wrong' and therefore also tensureand even teahasterr.

Here you servant of the Word are simply told, "Re@!" What does
that mean? It means tham a convincing manner you are to uncover
everything that contradicts the Word of God andvslitoup as such; and you
are to convict it of its ungodliness.

The Church of God is surrounded by unbelieving efatcience, false
doctrine, ungodly life, and service of sin. "Repebvthat! And by such
"reproving” warn the Christians against becominfgated by it. Of course, you

16 Guided by what the apostle says vv. 3 and 4 offéiflsng away which would soon be noticeable in the
Apostolic Church, | here show what “a denominatignich has been richly bless by God with the pure
and correct knowledge of God’s Word” may come tdhe future. This | am endeavoring to show in a
manner adapted to the organization and life of@herrch of our times. If this would happen, then it
would be the most unfavorable time for the steddftading of a servant of the Word by the Word.

1 1 Cor. 14, 24: But if all prophesy, and there come in one thdigveth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced
of all, he is judged of allas. 2, 9- But if ye have respect to persons, ye commitasil, are convinced of
the Law as transgressodahn 8, 9.- And they which heard it, being convicted by th@ivn conscience,
went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, ewga the last: and Jesus was left alone, and theamo
standing in the midsflohn 8, 46.- Which of you convinceth Me of sin? And if | sayettruth, why do ye
not believe Me3dohn 3, 20.- For every one that doeth evil hateth the ligleither cometh to the light,
lest his deeds should be reprovéghh. 5, 11.- And have no fellowship with the unfruitful worlef
darkness, but rather reprove thefph. 5, 13.- But all things that are reproved are made manbgshe
light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is lighitus 1, 9. - Holding fast the faithful Word as he hath
been taught, that he may be able by sound dodiotteto exhort and to convince the gainsaye€itsis 1,
13. - This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them diathat they may be sound in the faiffitus 2,
15.- These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke Witluthority. Let no man despise thee.

2 1 Tim. 5, 20- Them that sin rebuke before all, that others alay fearLuke 3, 19.—But Herod the tetrarch,
being reproved by him for Herodias his brother iBlsilwife, and for all the evils which Herod hadnhéo
Matt. 18, 15.- Moreover if thy brother shall trespass againeetlgo and tell him his fault between thee
and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hasteghthy brotherHeb. 12, 5.- And ye have forgotten the
exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto childidy son, despise not thou the chastening of the
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of HiRev. 3, 19.- As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be
zealous therefore, and repent.
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do not take this to mean that you are to searchistery of the world and of

the church, bring forth every false science anskefaloctrine which at one time or
another reared its head, and oppose and refutatityou are to "reprove" that
which at your time issndangering the Church of God.

Because of sin which is still in the Christians abécause of false
brethren who sneak in, much is found in the Chwtlbod that is contrary to
God's Word. "Reprove" that above all else lestgbison have a fatal, deadly
effect, the cancer spread, and the Church of Goduiped. Servant of the
Word, pastor, teacher, missionary, visitor, presidprofessor, bear in mind at
all times that you are to "reprove"! If you neglécat, then answer the question:
Are you dumb because you will not speak righteossnend judge uprightly?
Would you really permit righteousness to be dumb¥®judge uprightly, O ye sons
of men?® ye who are subject unto God and must give acctuhtim? Aye, if you
will not "reprove," you are like the watchmen tlaa¢ dumb dogs, men who cannot
reprove’ Surely you do not wish to be such! It surely ipaor watchdog that
does not bark when he sees thieves breaking irgohtiuse. And you are
appointed to guard and watch the house of thedi@od!®

"Rebuke!"

When you see that Christians of the flock overwiech the Holy Ghost
has made you overseer to feed it with the Word of®@ill not let themselves
be warned by your "reproving,” but rather listenth@se who set themselves
In opposition to God's Word, then rebuke them. Qemsthem sharply and
earnestly because they are so foolish and let tbkes be misled not to obey
the truth which God has so graciously given tHeemd, rebuking them,

3 Ps.58, 2 Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh ttaerice of your hands in the earth.

4 Is. 56, 10- His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorangytlare all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping,
lying down, loving to slumber.

5 1 Tim. 3, 15- But if | tarry long, that thou mayest know hovothoughtest to behave thyself in the House of
God, which is the Church of the Living God, thelgsiland ground of the truth. Reddts 20, 28-31.--
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to alFtbek, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He patbhased with His own Blood. For | know this,ttha
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter imoag you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse thingdraw away disciples after them. Therefore wasrit
remember, that by the space of three years | caastdd warn every one night and day with tears.

6 Acts 20, 28- Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and tchallRlock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the Church of God,hwHe hath purchased with His own BloddPet. 5,
12. - By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as ppase, | have written briefly, exhorting, and thtig
that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand

7 Gal. 3, 1.- O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, feashould not obey the truth, before whose eyes
Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, creetiimong you?
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threatenthem that God will give them over to a reprobatendanif they
refuse to listerf:that God will become their enemy and war agaihstit if
they rebel against His Holy Spirit and vex and geieHim’that God will
reject them if they reject His Word.

However, you are responsible not only for all thappens in the flock
which is directly entrusted to your care, and gareaccount of it to Godl,
but also for all that happens in tieburch-bodyto which you belong and with
which you are one in faith, in doctrine, and in fession, and together with
which you are making your pilgrimage to the heayeagdal. True, this applies
to all Christians. No Christian should look on silg while his Church is erring
in doctrine or practise; he should raise his voiceestimony against it. That
is God's wil? But least of all should you, who are to teach dmad the
Christians and be an example to th€rmsilently look on while error creeps in;
youabove all others should raise your voice in testiynagainst such error and

8 Rom. 1, 28.- And even as they did not like to retain God ieithknowledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are notvenient.

9 Is. 63, 10- But they rebelled, and vexed His Holy Spirit: iéfere He was turned to be their enemy, and He
fought against theniEph. 4, 30.- And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby & sealed unto the
Day of Redemption.

10 Hos. 4, 6- My people are destroyed for lack of knowledgecaaese thou hast rejected knowledge, | will also
reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to Meirgpthou hast forgotten the Law of thy God, | veilso
forget thy children.

11 Heb. 13, 17- Obey them that have the rule over you, and supmitselves: for they watch for your souls, as
they that must give account, that they may do th\ydy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitabfor
you.

12 Eph. 5, 11.- And have no fellowship with the unfruitful workd darkness, but rather reprove theé®hil. 3,

2 - Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, bewdrthe concision2 Tim. 2, 18-21.- Who concerning

the Truth have erred, saying that the Resurredsopast already; and overthrow the faith of some.
Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth saanj this seal, “The Lord knoweth them that are. Hi
And, Let every one that nameth the Name of Chiegiadt from iniquity. But in a great house there raoe
only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of @oand of earth; and some to honour, and some to
dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself frorasth he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctédied,
meet for the Master's use, and prepared unto ey work.

13 1 Pet. 5, 1-3: The elders which are among you | exhort, who & an elder, and a witness of the sufferings
of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory thatllshe revealed: Feed the flock of God which is ago
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constrddut willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a sy mind;
neither as being lords over God's heritage, butdpensamples to the flockhil. 3, 17.- Brethren, be
followers together of me, and mark them which wsdkas ye have us for an ensamfl@hess. 3, 9- Not
because we have not power, but to make ourselveasample unto you to follow uEitus 2, 7. 8.- In all
things shewing thyself a pattern of good works:doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,
sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that héstbhthe contrary part may be ashamed, having no
evil thing to say of you.
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wrong practise. Let the Apostle Paul, whose lastdwmu are now studying,
be an example to you in this respect; he withstbhmlgreat Apostle Peter,
who one day, for fear of the Jews, did wrong, asltuked him and those who
had permitted themselves to be misled by his exambé rebuked them
"before them all.** Peter and those who were misled by his examplevato
themselves to be rebuked. But if those in your chdyody will not heed what
you say, if they disregard and despise your remgpvihenrebuke.Threaten
them that Christ will remove their candlestick frota place if they will not
repent'®tell them that Christ will spew them out of His ntouf they will not
change and amend their livesHowever, you are not to reprove and eventually to
rebuke only when you see faldectrine, but also when unscripturalractise is
commonly found and permitted, even though the doetrbe pure and
Scriptural. Peter, whom Paul rebuked, as shown reefoertainly had not
taught false doctrine; he had erred in a certaimtpay not practising what he
preached. Where the Word of God is taught in alltruth and purity, hence,
just where the knowledge of the will of God is agfit as daylight at noon, it is
there that the vials of God's wrath are pouredfimitof all and above all when
His will nevertheless is disobeyed. There rebuki wWie word of our Lord Jesus
Christ: "That servant whiclknewhis lord's will and preparedot himself,
neitherdid according to his willshall be beaten with many stripdsut he that
knew not and did commit things worthy of stripealshe beaten with few stripes.

14 Gal. 2, 11-14- But when Peter was come to Antioch, | withstodeh o the face, because he was to be
blamed. For before that certain came from Jamedjcheat with the Gentiles: but when they were come
he withdrew and separated himself, fearing themclkvhvere of the circumcision. And the other Jews
dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barreab#so was carried away with their dissimulation.
But when | saw that they walked not uprightly acting to the truth of the Gospel, | said unto Peter
before them all, “If thou, being a Jew, livest aftee manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jewg, w
compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the 2&8ws

15 Rev. 2, 5- Remember therefore from whence thou art falled, r@pent, and do the first works; or else | will
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy cantidésout of his place, except thou repent.

16 Rev. 2, 14-18- But | have a few things against thee, because Hast there them that hold the doctrine of
Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumbling-blogfore the children of Israel, to eat things samd
unto idols, and to commit fornication. So hast tfedso them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolastan
which thing | hate. Repent; or else | will come auihee quickly, and will fight against them witheth
sword of My mouth. He that hath an ear, let himrhelaat the Spirit saith unto the churches; To Hiiat t
overcometh will | give to eat of the hidden manawag will give him a white stone, and in the stormew
name written, which no man knoweth saving he teativeth it. And unto the angel of the church in
Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of Geklg hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, anslfeiet
are like fine brass.
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For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shaliueh required, and to whom
men have committed much, of him they will ask theren™’

Rebuke them with the word of our Lord Jesus ChtiBbr whosoever
hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have rabrendancehyut whosoever
hath not, from him shall be taken away even thaha#."™® Hold up before
them the word of our Lord Jesus Christ: "Why cadl Me, Lord, Lord, and
do notthe things which | say?® Rebuke them with the word of our Lord
Jesus Christ: "Every one that heareth these sayhddine and doeth them
not shall be likened unto a foolish man which built hisuse upon the sand,
and the rain descended, and the floods came, awitlds blew and beat upon
that houseand it fell; and great was the fall of i£”Aye, that church-body
which has, holds, and professes the pure doctringcaptures, but has left its
first love 2! or has and suffers those in its midst who hold @adhings hateful
to God?® should repent, else our Lord Jesus Christ willcklyi remove its
candlestick out of its placg will come unto it quickly’ and cast it into a bed

17 Luke 12, 47-48: And that servant, which knew his lord's will, gmepared not himself, neither did according
to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. Bt that knew not, and did commit things worthy of
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For umtmmsoever much is given, of him shall be much
required: and to whom men have committed muchjrofthey will ask the more.

18 Matt. 13, 12. - For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, amdHmll have more abundance: but whosoever
hath not, from him shall be taken away even thahdth. Matt. 25, 29. - For unto every one that hath
shall be given, and he shall have abundance: buat fiim that hath not shall be taken away even that
which he hathMark 4, 25. - For he that hath, to him shall be given: andha hath not, from him shall
be taken even that which he hdthike 8, 18.- Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoevir, ha
him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from &hall be taken even that which he seemeth to. have

19 Luke 6, 46.- And why call ye Me, “Lord, Lord,” and do not thieings which | sayMatt. 7, 21. - Not every
one that saith unto Me, “Lord, Lord,” shall enteta the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth thHeofi
My Father which is in heavedas. 1, 22.- But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers, atdgeiving
your own selves.

20 Matt. 7, 26. 27- And every one that heareth these sayings of nainé ,doeth them not, shall be likened unto
a foolish man, which built his house upon the samit the rain descended, and the floods came,hand t
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it éelit great was the fall of it.

21 Rev. 2, 4: Nevertheless | have somewhat against thee, bet¢hos hast left thy first love.

22 Rev. 2, 14. 15. But | have a few things against thee, because Hast there them that hold the doctrine of
Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumbling-bloetore the children of Israel, to eat things sam
unto idols, and to commit fornication. So hast ttaésp them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolastan
which thing | hateRev. 2, 20.- Notwithstanding | have a few things against theause thou sufferest
that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prassetto teach and to seduce my servants to commit
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto gdol

23 Rev. 2, 5- Remember therefore from whence thou art falled, r@pent, and do the first works; or else | will
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy cantidésout of his place, except thou repent.

24 Rev. 2, 16- Repent; or else | will come unto thee quicklydanill fight against them with the sword of My
mouth.

A Last Apostolic Word page 39



of great tribulation, together with those evil orvesom it had and suffered in
its midst?®> Rebuke in that manner!

Christians should and will gird up the loins of theiind, be sober, and
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought them at the revelation
of Jesus Christas obedient childrennot fashioning themselves according to
the former lusts in their ignorance, but as He whhath called them is holy,
so they should bkoly in all manner of conversatiobgcause it is written: Be
ye holy; for | am holy. And if they call on the Rat, who without respect of
persons judgeth according to every man's work, steguld pass the time of
their sojourning here in fear, forasmuch as thepvkrthat they were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver anddgolrom their vain
conversation received by tradition from their faghdut with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and withepot?® That is what the
Holy Ghost teaches us through tGespel.lf they refuse to heed this doctrine,
they again come under thawwith its stern threats, demands, and cufes.

In that mannetrebuke"in all earnestness. And "let no man despise $ou."

"Exhort!"

The primary meaning of the Greek wordtgsbid a person come nédrit
also has the meaning of preaching®tspeaking to, and beseechifigin the

25 Rev. 2, 22: Behold, | will cast her into a bed, and them thammit adultery with her into great tribulation,
except they repent of their deeds.

26 1 Pet. 1, 13-18. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be splamd hope to the end for the grace that is
to be brought unto you at the Revelation of Jesuss€ as obedient children, not fashioning yourssl
according to the former lusts in your ignorancet dmiHe which hath called you is Holy, so be yeyliol
all manner of conversation; because it is writt&g ye holy; for | am holy.” And if ye call on thieather,
Who without respect of persons judgeth accordinguery man's work, pass the time of your sojourning
here in fear; forasmuch as ye know that ye wereedtemed with corruptible things, as silver anldlgo
from your vain conversation received by traditioonfi your fathers.

27 Deut. 27, 26- Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the wordthisf Law to do them. And all the people shall
say, Amen.

28 Titus 2, 15- These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke Wigtuthority. Let no man despise thee.

29 Acts 28, 20- For this cause therefore have | called for yowsee you, and to speak with you: because that for
the hope of Israel | am bound with this chaets 28, 17.- comp. v. 17 And it came to pass, that after
three days Paul called the chief of the Jews tegetnd when they were come together, he said unto
them, “Men and brethren, though | have committething against the people, or customs of our fathers
yet was | delivered prisoner from Jerusalem insttands of the Romans.”

30 Luke 3, 18- And many other things in his exhortation preachedinto the people.
31 Matt. 8, 5.- And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, tiaene unto Him a centurion, beseeching Him.
Matt. 18, 29. - And his fellow-servant fell down at his feet, abdsought him, saying, “Have patience

with me, and | will pay thee all” (and many othexspages).
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New Testament it is also used in the sensesmifitual admonitiort? of
comforting, encouragingand strengthening® In this sense, however, it is used
only when Christians are addressadyer when unbelievers are spoken to.

What does "exhort" mean here? This: You servattie@iVord are to bid the
Christians come to youp the Word;you are to admonish and beseech them to
abide by the Word of God steadfastly and in all @inity; you are to show
them that the Word of God alone gives true andrigstomfort, and thus you are
to encourage and strengthen them to hold fastois.

And remember: When you thus "exhort" the Christjageu are an
instrument of the Holy Ghosf. The Holy Ghost exhorts the Christians
through you. Let that comfort, encourage, and gtfean you. Furthermore: The
Holy Ghost dwells in the hearts of the Christidns.

When, therefore, the Holy Ghost exhorts the Clamstithrough you, the
same Holy Ghost responds in the hearts of the t@nssand gives His, your,
exhortation life and strength so that they say Anmit and do accordingl§?
Such exhortation is part of the "new commandm&nifd this commandment
is truly being fulfilled by those who believe insies Christ as it was fulfilled by
Christ. Jesus Christ fulfilled this commandmentf@etty; His Christians fulfil
it the longer, the better, for in them the darknegsin is constantly passing
away, and the true light of sanctification is shmiin them like the first dawn

32 Rom. 12, 1- | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mei&3od, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is y@masonable servicRom. 12, 8.- Or he that exhorteth,
on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it wdimplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he thateweth
mercy, with cheerfulness (and many other passages).

33 2 Cor. 1, 4- Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that wey be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves@mforted of God2 Cor. 2, 7.- So that contrariwise
ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort hinstlperhaps such a one should be swallowed up with
overmuch sorrow (and many other passages).

34 John 15, 26. 27- But when the Comforter is come, Whom | will seimto you from the Father, even the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Fathde, shall testify of Me: And ye also shall bear &g,
because ye have been with Me from the beginrlobn 16, 13.- Howbeit when He, the Spirit of Truth,
is come, He will guide you into all truth: for Haal not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shebr,
that shall He speak: and He will shew you thingsdme.1 Cor. 2, 13.- Which things also we speak, not
in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but wkiiehHoly Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual tking
with spiritual.

35 1 Cor. 3, 16: Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, arad the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

36 1 John 2, 20- But ye have an unction from the Holy One, anckyew all things.1 John 2, 27.- But the
anointing which ye have received of Him abidetlyau, and ye need not that any man teach you; but as
the same anointing teacheth you of all things,iaricuth, and is no lie, and even as it hath tayght, ye
shall abide in Him.

37 John 13, 34- A new commandment | give unto you: That ye love @nother; as | have loved you, that ye
also love one another.
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of eternity® So your exhortation will not be in vain. What amforting
thought! How that ought to encourage you to extt@tChristians!

Very properly the word "exhort" is placed after greve" and "rebuke."
For the "reproving"” and "rebuking" should have omhys one purpose, of
preparing the heart for the proper reception ofdkkortation, just as a field is
plowed to prepare it for the reception of the se&ad what is the sum of all
"exhorting” or the "new commandment"? ThiShristians, believe on the
name of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and love amwher, as He, Jesus
Christ, gave us commandméntThis fully embraces all true Christianity. For
faith on the name of Jesus Christ saves and is the étéooatain of
obediencé? and love is the fulfilling of the La.

Reprove, rebuke, exhdmvith all long-suffering and doctrine."

"With all long-suffering.

Because of the Old Adam, who still dwells in theri&thans, your
reproving and rebuking as well as your exhorting mot immediately have a
telling effect. True, there are isolated instans®gn an individual Christian is
brought to a state of Christian perfection — asdarit can be reached in this
life — by being reproved, rebuked, and exhorted onice. Such is never the case,
however, with an entire congregation or church-bddfratever may be your
field of action, reprove, rebuke, and exhort therefwith alllong-suffering and
patience.Behold the long-suffering and patience of the Sawith regard to
you and all Christian¥ Surely you dare never become impatient and

38 1 John 2, 8- Again, a new commandment | write unto you, whtcimg is true in Him and in you: because
the darkness is past, and the true light now shinet

39 1 John 3, 23: And this is His commandment: That we should lvelien the Name of His Son Jesus Christ,
and love one another, as He gave us commanddwnit. 13, 34.- A new commandment | give unto you:
That ye love one another; as | have loved you,ybatiso love one another.

40 John 7, 38. 39: He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture haith, €t of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water. (But this spake He of the Spirit, which tllegt believe on Him should receive: for the Hollydst
was not yet given; because that Jesus was notoréftegl.) 1 John 3, 9.- Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: dadcannot sin, because he is born of God.

41 Rom. 13, 8-10- Owe no man any thing, but to love one anotharhfathat loveth another hath fulfilled the
Law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thghalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shait n
bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and dréhbe any other commandment, it is briefly
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shak ktwy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ilhie
neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of thaw.

42 2 Pet. 3, 9: The Lord is not slack concerning His Promises@se men count slackness; but is longsuffering
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, that all should come to repentangePet. 3, 15.- And
account that the longsuffering of our Lord is stitwa even as our beloved brother Paul also acogriti
the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you.
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discouraged. Surely you never dare slacken and lgnoguid. You must continue to
reprove, rebuke, and exhort. You must devote yooole life to it. It can never
be wholly in vain®® Your Lord vouches for that. One thing may, of cmyr
happen; and when this happens, your Lord is teljiag to leave the field of
your present activity. And what is it? When a lasgel dominating majority of
your congregation or your church-body positiveljeces and despises your
preaching and therefore God's Word, when it posiyivejects and disregards
your and, therefore, God's reproving, rebuking, artorting. Then, in that
case shake off the dust of your feet for a testiynagainst therf* In that
case, "long-suffering” would be disobedience andl. $ven if you would
continue to reprove, rebuke, and exhort, you wdaddunequally yoked together
with them if you remaine®, for your action would not agree with the testi-
mony of your mouth, and you would become guiltyage denial® And all who
heed your testimony for the truth must depart wah.

43 Is. 55, 10. 11- For as the rain cometh down, and the snow froavése, and returneth not thither, but watereth
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, thatay give seed to the sower, and bread to ther;esd
shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth:shall not return unto Me void, but it shall
accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosp¢he thing whereto | sent it.

44 Matt. 10, 14.- And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear yeards, when ye depart out of that house or
city, shake off the dust of your fedflark 6, 11. - And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear, you
when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under fget for a testimony against them. Verily | sayau
you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gahwin the day of judgment, than for that cltyke 9,

5. - And whosoever will not receive you, when ye ga ofuthat city, shake off the very dust from your
feet for a testimony against thebuke 10, 10. 11.- But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they reeei
you not, go your ways out into the streets of thme, and say, even the very dust of your city, Wwhic
cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you: notstdhding be ye sure of this, that the Kingdom ofl @o
come nigh unto yotActs 13, 50. 51- But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourableen, and the
chief men of the city, and raised persecution agjadftaul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of thei
coasts. But they shook off the dust of their fegdiast them, and came unto Iconiufxcts 18, 6.- And
when they opposed themselves, and blasphemedpbé& kis raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be
upon your own heads; | am clean: from hencefortfiligo unto the Gentiles.

45 2 Cor. 6, 14-18.- Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelisvefor what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what commdrath light with darkness? And what concord
hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he thelieveth with an infidel? And what agreement i
temple of God with idols? for ye are the templetled Living God; as God hath said, “l will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and | will be their Goddahey shall be My people.” Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lordtcaunth not the unclean thing; and | will receivauyo
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be btyssand daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

46 Matt. 10, 32-39.- Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before rham, will | confess also before My

Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deleybefore men, him will | also deny before My
Father which is in heaven. Think not that | am cameend peace on earth: | came not to send peate,
a sword. For | am come to set a man at variancestdais father, and the daughter against her mpthe
and the daughter in law against her mother in lamd a man's foes shall be they of his own household
He that loveth father or mother more than Me is wotthy of Me: and he that loveth son or daughter
more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he that thkeot his cross, and followeth after Me, is not thgr

of Me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: ahd that loseth his life for My sake shall findLitke 12, 8.

9. - Also | say unto you, Whosoever shall confess Mfoke men, him shall the Son of Man also confess
before the angels of God; but he that denieth Merbemen shall be denied before the angels of God.
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"And doctrine"

Your reproving, rebuking, and exhorting must be borad withdoctrine,with
all doctrine. All your reproving, rebuking, and exting must be founded upon
the pure, unadulterated, and therefore wholesorotide of God's Word, must
be drawn from it and follow it. Take, for instantlee "exhorting." You are to
exhort "by the mercies of God’in no other manner. Hence you must first of all
teachthe Christians, teach them clearly and thoroughlyat "the mercies of
God" are, in order that they may be reminded diyitthe Holy Ghost with
power, have a lively conviction of it, and the knedge of the mercy of God
thus become in them the eternal fountain out ofclwhsprings all that is
pleasing to God, the fire which consumes all teatispleasing to God.

It is not enough to quote the various Scripturespges relating to your
reproving, rebuking, or exhorting. Certainly thgs#ssages are to be quoted,
and the Christians should be taught them. But timengt be accompanied by
"all doctrine." If you wish to "reprove," if, in @nvincing and convicting manner,
you wish to uncover everything that is in oppositim the Word of God, and
set it forth as such, and array the divine Wordiagfait, then you certainly
must at the same time, or even before that, telaeiChristians the Word of
God and the truth. If you wish to "rebuke"; if yaush earnestly and sharply
to censure and admonish the Christians becauseatieeso foolish as to permit
themselves to be misled not to obey the divinehtrift you wish to impress
upon them that God will pour out upon them the wiaf His wrath and
judgment unless they change and amend their dinks, you must first teach
them the truth in a clear, convincing, and enligivig manner, as the Apostle
Paul did in his letter to the foolish Galatians. Néwe already shown that the
same is true when you wish to "exhort" Christiaced] upon them to accept
the truth and persuade them to abide by the trtAH" doctrine must con-
stantly accompany it, else your reproving, rebukiagd exhorting will be in
vain.

A single example may further illustrate this.

At the present time the antichristian loftfeas gained such power and
strength that it is sweeping through the lands Bkeoaring flood, threatening
to engulf everything in its path. Now, you servahthe Word are to "reprove,”
"rebuke,"” and "exhort," especially if you see tiatir congregation or church-
body is also being touched by the deadly floodho$ stream. And in order to

47 Rom. 12, 1- | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mewfigsod, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is y@masonable service.

48 Founded in England in 1717.
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do this in a proper manner, so that you may hopesudocess, it is necessary
that you first show and prove undeniably that thegle is really antichristian,
that it holds tendencies and has aims which amdirigct opposition to Christ
and His Word. At the same time you must teach. fieabat? Above all you
must teach and showhat Christ and His Gospel really are; what and who
a true Christian is;that a true Christian dare not, will not, atmhnot have
fellowshipwith the unfruitful works of darkness, but musprovethem®that

a true Christian must therefoteave the antichristian lodge, come out from
among them anbe separaté® And to this add the following doctrines: Every
Christian congregation and synod, in its true andndly acknowledged
essence, or inmost nature, i$church of God,** of which only "the sanctified
in Christ Jesus," "the called sain®$ 4re members, whom the Lord acknowledges
as His own and whdepart from iniquity’* The Church of the living God is the
temple of Godand the Spirit of God dwells in¥. This Church is theillar and
ground of the trut®? It cannot therefordalt between two opiniongannot
serve two masterS. He that is not resolutely and positiveljth Christ is
againsthim, and he thagathersnot with Him scattersabroad®® No Christian

49 Eph. 5, 11- And have no fellowship with the unfruitful work$ darkness, but rather reprove thérCor. 6,
14-16 - Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelisvéor what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light dérkness? And what concord hath Christ with
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth withirsfidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? for ye are the temple of the living Gad God hath said, | will dwell in them, and wadk
them; and | will be their God, and they shall be pbople.

50 2 Cor. 6, 17. 18: Wherefore come out from among them, and be yaragg, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and | will receive you, and will leeFather unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

51 1 Cor. 1, 2- Unto the Church of God which is at Corinth, terththat are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be saints, with all that in every place call upba Name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs amd.o

52 2 Tim. 2, 19.- Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth swaeing this seal, “The Lord knoweth them
that are His.” And, Let every one that nameth tlaend of Christ depart from iniquity.

53 1 Cor. 3, 16- Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, amd the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

54 1 Tim. 3, 15- Butif | tarry long, that thou mayest know hovothoughtest to behave thyself in the House of
God, which is the Church of the Living God, thdailand ground of the truth.

55 1 Kings 18, 21: And Elijah came unto all the people, and saidpviHong halt ye between two opinions? if
the LORD be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then fol him.” And the people answered him not a word.”
2 Kings 17, 41.- So these nations feared the LORD, and served dh@ven images, both their children,
and their children's children: as did their fathexsdo they unto this daMatt. 6, 24. - No man can serve
two masters: for either he will hate the one, anetIthe other; or else he will hold to the one, despise
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

56 Matt. 12, 30- He that is not with Me is against Me; and he tf@hereth not with Me scattereth abroad.
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should offend his brother through an evil or misleading examplésod will
destroy himwho defiles the temple of God, namely, the Chnstf It is the
express will and command of God that Christianthdraw themselvesom
every brother that walks disorderly and not aftee ttradition which he
received through the Word of God, in other wordbepvwhas joined the lodge,
that they have no fellowship with him, least of take Holy Communion with
him>® However, Christians should not look upon him as eremy, but
"admonish” him as a brother, make every effortdase him to see the error
of his ways and to retufiTeach furthermore that in a church-body, or synod,
hands be not laid upon any one too soon, that ne tking a wrong
position in this matter be prematurely admittedhe holy ministry, lest the
synod become partaker of other men's $insAll this you musteach.And then
"reprove” and '"rebuke" wherever there is occasiondb so, wherever
necessary. Then "exhort" the Christians to keepn#®dves aloof from the
lodge and all fellowship with it. The lodge may bere dangerous to the
Christians at one place than at another, but evegysvit threatens to infect the
Church; indeed, sad to say, at many places it lneady succeeded in doing so.

And remember: The apostle charges you before Gadtlaa Lord Jesus
Christ and the elect angels to observe these thirigsh have been told you
in the Scriptures regarding the administration ofityoffice, to observe them
with%gt preferring one before another, doing noghlyy partiality to please
men.

Right here let us note a few things regarding doatrsermons, doctrinal
lectures, and doctrinal articles in church-paper$hey may fall short of their
mark even if they are perfectly Scriptural and he fpoint. This is the case

57 Rom. 14, 13- Let us not therefore judge one another any moué:judge this rather, that no man put a
stumbling-block or an occasion to fall in his breatk way Matt. 18, 6. 7.- But whoso shall offend one of
these little ones which believe in Me, it were eefor him that a millstone were hanged about leiskn
and that he were drowned in the depth of the se@e Wito the world because of offences! for it must
needs be that offences come; but woe to that mavhioyn the offence cometh!

58 1 Cor. 3, 17- If any man defile the temple of God, him shalldzdestroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are.

59 2 Thess. 3, 6: Now we command you, brethren, in the Name of loand Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw
yourselves from every brother that walketh disdsdemd not after the tradition which he receivédis

60 2 Thess. 3, 15.Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish s rother.
61 1 Tim. 5, 22- Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be parwkether men's sins: keep thyself pure.

62 1 Tim. 5, 21.- | charge thee before God, and the Lord JesussClamd the elect angels, that thou observe
these things without preferring one before anottieing nothing by partiality.
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when they are altogether "abstract,” when theyerethe doctrine, but do not
apply it to the person or circumstance; still mecewhen they are "abstruse,"”
presenting the doctrine in such a way that no ocsme wunderstand it; when
they use none but old and well-worn expressions @ndses; when, both as
regards proof-passages quoted and explanationsredffethey confine
themselves strictly to that which even Christiansowhave but a limited
knowledge of the Christian doctrine, have known dolong time; when they
continue in such dry monotony that anybody whoamewhat familiar with
such a style always knows in advance what willdail When the doctrine is
presented in such a manner, the hearers will nptap@ntion, but allow their
thoughts to be diverted to some other subject, ireaven fall asleep, and
readers of an article of the kind described wilt the paper aside or look for
some other reading-matter. Thus such doctrinal gsesindoctrinal lectures, and
doctrinal articles fall short of their mark. Do matsunderstand us, however. The
abstract doctrine must be taught, yet not in antrabs form; it is of the
greatest value that old and well-known expressams phrases be used again
and again; what is known must again and again Bedcéo mind, and every
Christian must immediately recognize that whiclpliesented to him to be the
faith which he cherishes. But a servant of the W&hrduld present the abstract
doctrine ina clear and concretenanner, whether he preach, lecture, or write;
he should apply it to his time and the prevailimpditions, as Christ and His
apostles did. He should delve in the Scriptures #ed filled with this
wondrously manifold and yet so harmonious Book &sdwords and phrases
and out of this treasure bringings newandold. Then he will be a scribe who
is instructed unto the kingdom of heav@nTherefore "give attendance to
reading" and also to teachffgThen you will be a useful instrument of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us now sum up all that has been said. Whetberspeak or write,
whether your field of action is small or largebe a herald of God, steadfastly
stand by the Word of God, be the time favorablaiofavorable, in season
or out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with Blhg-suffering and
doctrine. Most earnestly and solemnly does the Hposf the Lord charge
you to do this.

63 Matt. 13, 52.- Then said He unto them, “Therefore every scriltectv is instructed unto the Kingdom of
Heaven is like unto a man that is an householdkigtwbringeth forth out of his treasure things reavd
old.”

64 1 Tim. 4, 13- Till | come, give attendance to reading, to exation, to doctrine.
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VI.

The apostle now gives a special reason why he stestly and solemnly
charges the servant of the Word steadfastly todsbkgnthe Word, to be instant
in season and out of season, to reprove, rebuke,eahort with all long-
suffering.

The apostle writes:For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but after their own lusts shall ythieeap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall taway their ears from the
truth and shall be turned unto fables."

We know, of course, that these words were addressdde first place, to
Timothy. What did the apostle say to Timothy? Theet will come when
"they," they to whom the sound doctrine is preachedl not endure this
doctrine, will not like it, but their lusts and dess they will make their norm
and call teachers and preachers, great numbetseatf,tafter their heart; they
will have ears itching to hear things that will ag= them; they will turn
away their ears from the divine truth and turnfabfes," to opinions of men,
false doctrines.

False teachers, heretics, who taught fables andepted all kinds of
guestions, speculations, and theories in placehat Wod had prepared, revealed,
and offered for the salvation of man and which mhet accepted in faith;
vainglorious prattlers, who posed as teachers ef lthw, but themselves
understoo