
Introduction to Twelfth Century Western European
Clothing for Women and Men   
About the class
This is intended to be a beginning-level class, however, I hope that what I am presenting will be of interest to any here
who are experienced in the study of medieval clothing. We will cover geometric cutting and construction theory; have
two in-depth segments on measuring and cutting layouts for both men and women; appropriate fabrics and ornament
styles; and touch on the differences between court dress and everyday clothing. You will come away from the class
today with an accurate cutting diagram for a basic 12th century tunic or gown.

This class will be presented in six segments of approximately 15 minutes each. I have scheduled a little extra time in
case we run over, and you are welcome to stay after and discuss what is presented. The class segments are:

1. Introduction and “show and tell” of both contemporary and reproduction items
2. Geometric construction and the variety of possible styles using this method
3. Court dress; Fabrics, ornament, and accessories
4. Measuring techniques; Demonstration and practice
5. Layout, cutting, calculating yardage; Demonstration and practice
6. Review and question and answer period; Recap of “show and tell” and open discussion

“Syllabus”
There are a total of nine handouts for this class, including this one. Some are multi-page. The list of handouts is as
follows:

1. Contemporary artwork and archaeological artefact examples (2p)
2. Geometric construction overview (1p)
3. Geometric construction variations and sample cutting diagrams (4p each, men and women. Please

ask if you need both)
4. Court dress overview (1p)
5. Fabrics and ornamentation (1p)
6. Accessories: Shoes, cloaks, jewelry (1p)
7. Measurement worksheet (1p)
8. Graph paper to chart your cutting layout based on your measurements (1p)

Instructor:
This class is taught by Branwyn M. Folsom, known in the SCA as Lady Marguerie de Jauncourt. I've been in the SCA
for eight years. I have been studying and re-creating historic clothing for twice that long. My area of special interest in
the SCA timeframe is 12th Century clothing, and its evolution from earlier forms, as you may have guessed. I have been
tracking the elusive   bliaut (French court gown) for six years, and will share a few theories with you today, but all the
while, I've been making and wearing as much or more everyday 12th Century clothing for myself and my family, and
this is the most useful. That everyday clothing will form the core of the information I present today.

Note:
This class is being taught for the first time at Ansteorra's Argent Anniversary. Further copies of the class handouts will
be available in an online format and for download as PDF files from my web site at   http://bliautlady.50megs.com  after
the event.
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