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Introduction

Welcome to the 2008 Almanac and Daily Planner from the Druid Journal.

In this volume I have tried to bring together the most
useful and interesting information – weather, astrological
influences, holidays, passages to invite thought and spiritual reflection,
and landscape art inspired by nature and the ancient world -- in a
simple format that allows you to plan and weave your life
according to the rhythms of the earth and sky.
Each week you’ll find expected temperatures and rainfall, moon phases,
important astrological events, and holidays from a multitude of
traditions. You’ll also find an inspirational quotation – usually, but not
always, from my site, the Druid Journal – and a “Word of the Week”, an
in-depth exploration of a single word’s history and spiritual energy.
Finally, the week is capped off with artwork created by myself in the
style of my web site.

On top of all this, the quarter and cross-quarter holidays of modern
paganism, which mark the grand turnings of the ancient year, are given
special note, with history, etymology, and notes on climate. And last –
but certainly not least! – Esmerelda, a local witch, has kindly provided
an in-depth essay on weather magic, with particular attention to global
warming – and what you can do about it!

My hope is that you will take this Planner into your life
as a trusted companion, that it will become worn and
tattered over the year, covered with dates and
appointments and parties and doodles in three colors of
ink, maybe even with some passages underlined and
bookmarked. A daily planner can have no finer fate.
Blessings to you and all of your loved ones for the coming year!

Jeff Lilly

December 2007
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Weather Witching
By Esmerelda

am a weather witch. I have been one all of my life. My
mother is a weather witch, so is my little sister (and neither of
them are Pagan). But it wasn't until recently that I discovered
just what my natural talent involved. I suspect that like with all

psychic powers, some people are born with a strong ability, but anyone
can develop the ability to some extent or another.

Are you a natural weather witch? Answer the following
questions:

1) Are you under the impression that weather forecasts are too unreliable to be
useful?

2) Have you gotten a reputation for outdoor events? For instance, whenever
my mother was signed up to go on a Girl Scout camping trip, everybody knew
it would pour. Another mom in our town had the opposite reputation: the sun
always shone for her trips. When they went camping together, we always had
one gorgeous day and one downpour day.

3) Can you cloud-bust? (That's when you look at a cloud and will it to
dissipate.)

4) Have you ever wished very hard for a particular type of weather and had it
arrive when you wanted it, despite it not being forecast?

5) Do you worry about possible weather conditions that would ruin your plans
and then have them come about?

If you answered “Yes” to any of the above questions, you may be able to
influence the weather through conscious control. If you answered “No”
to all of them, then you may still be able to develop some amount of
weather-control talent through practice.

I
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Like all interactions with Spirit, the weather does not
understand negation. If you try to use the message, "Don't rain,"
then it will rain on you. You need to focus on the positive outcome that
you want, such as, "Let the sun shine on my friend's wedding," or
"Please give the farmers of (some location) have rain for their crops to
grow big and strong." Also, I have found that a deeply felt emotional
reaction will enhance the effect. If you are truly saddened by the crop
loss of drought areas, then when you implore for rain, it will come faster
and stronger (of course, flash floods are not useful, so it is wise to
temper your emotions with specific intended outcomes, like a rate of
rainfall or total inches over a specific duration). Always focus on what
you want; worrying about what you do not want will only cause trouble
(like my mom and camping).

To effectively implore the weather to conform to your
wishes, you need to clear your mind and be thoroughly
grounded. You could use meditation, a walk in the woods, a long, hot
shower (my preferred method), a relaxing bath, a song for a particular
type of weather (we sing a They Might Be Giants song called The Sun
Song when we want to bring the sunshine out), candle-lit tea ceremony,
or anything else that will allow you to fully relax and focus on the here-
and-now without distraction.

Start local for your first jaunts into weather control, but
do realize that I can now change the weather on any spot on the globe;
the only thing that holds me back is my knowledge of geography! It is
much too much responsibility for a single person, and I cannot live my
own life while trying to keep track of a whole globe's worth of weather.
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This is why I am sharing my experiences with you;
perhaps together, we can heal Mother Earth.

What are my thoughts on global warming? It is real, and it caused by
human misbehavior. However, it is enhanced by the raw emotions of
people who are coming to realize that they are complicit in such a big
and real problem. It is also enhanced by our mobile society: people are
no longer grounded in place, and as a result do not necessarily have the
right expectations for the local climate. A "warm spring day" is different
in Georgia from what it is in Maine; a person moving from one to the
other may unintentionally cause the weather to change in their new
location. On the other hand, when a community has specific
expectations, they can cause the weather to behave as they expect, even
if they have no latent weather witching talents.

For instance, I recently lived in Holyoke, Massachusetts, a community
with a very large number of Catholics, many of them of Irish descent.
Every year we had a huge St. Patrick's Day Parade. Even in the winters
when we did not have the deep cold that we ought to have had (because
of global warming), we still had a huge freeze within days of the
parade. Why? An elderly, lifelong resident said to me, "Well of course
a cold snap is predicted this week. We always freeze our tails off
watching the parade!" Thousands of people have this expectation, and
it is enough to bring about a last cold snap during an unnaturally mild
winter.

Unfortunately, because of the growing awareness of
global warming, thousands of people are having their
expectations skewed. They also seem to be becoming more
pessimistic and much more likely to view natural variation as a terrible
trend. These things will make global warming worse.
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But a few people with conscious control can overwhelm
the raw emotion of a large population. For instance, last
winter we had a very late onset of cold weather. Lots of people had just
seen Al Gore's movie, An Inconvenient Truth, and were genuinely
worried about the long-term predictions. They could imagine what it
would be like for there to be no cold in the winter. My cousin and his
friends went tubing down their local river in Vermont in January,
holding up signs about global warming. So, on Martin Luther King
Day, I gathered my kids around me (figuring they may also have the
talent, too), and we had a little tea party. I used a lovely herbal lavender
tea, and while we drank it, I talked to them about the movie and about
how we have to expect the right things. Then we held hands, closed our
eyes, and I clearly and slowly told them to imagine the freezing
outcome that we wanted. They could really groove to our call for
weather that was cold enough for the snows to finally come. We sat in
silence for a while, sang a song (from school) about the North Winds
bringing the Winter snow, then went back to our afternoon. Within
two hours, a strong wind was blowing in from the
north, and the temperature dropped forty degrees
within 6 hours of our tea party.

The problem with using kids, I soon discovered, was that they had
hoped for cold for everyone that they knew, including my sister in
California. That night, a large portion of the California crops were lost
due to frost. I deeply apologize for that. But you can readily see my
point: a few people with deliberate conscious effort were able to
overturn the effects of the vague worries of millions of movie-goers.

I have done a lot of research into the appropriate
weather for various regions of the US as well as the
world. This book contains the average, expected weather patterns
from before global warming. Start out by reading and internalizing and
consciously wishing for the weather that is listed for you. Then branch
out to all of the weather listed, especially if you answered “Yes” to any
of the questions at the beginning of this essay.
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Hardiness Zone Maps
It is useful for someone who is close to the land to know when to plant
things, and which things survive best in their area. Here are two maps
of plant hardiness zones. These zones line up almost perfectly with the
dates of average first and last frosts (also something that someone with
a garden should know about). The exception is the Rocky Mountains in
the US; in the Almanac, the frost dates for the Rockies are listed
separately from the many zones that are included in the regions.

Europe (from http://www.gardenweb.com/zones/europe/):
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United States
(from http://www.quicktrees.com/images/Hardiness_zones.jpg):

Notes on Nomenclature
All times for full and new moons, equinoxes and solstices are GMT.
Druidic, Jewish, and Muslim holidays begin at sundown the previous day, unless otherwise indicated.

Astrological Symbols Used
Sign Symbol Sign Name Aspect Symbol Aspect Name Planet Symbol Planet Name

a Aries ! Conjunction A Sun

b Taurus % Sextile B Moon

c Gemini # Square C Mercury

d Cancer $ Trine D Venus

e Leo < Opposition E Mars

f Virgo F Jupiter

g Libra G Saturn

h Scorpio H Uranus

i Sagittarius I Neptune

j Capricorn J Pluto

k Aquarius

l Pisces
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Winter Weather Notes
From Esmerelda

Now is the time for the snow season to really kick into gear for much of
North America! The cold chill since Samhain has allowed the ground to
be prepared to let the snow stick. Here, we need to think about what
the precipitation amounts mean for snow versus for rain. The inches of
rain given are for melted water in the winter (to keep them on par with
the summer water measurements). However, the depth of the snow is
the result of the amount of water combined with the temperature at
which the water froze. For instance, when the air temperature near the
ground is at or just above freezing (32-35 degrees), the snowflakes are
big and floppy, such that an inch of water will fall as over 10 inches of
snow! But for flakes that form near the lower bounds of snow-
formation temperatures (low 20's and under), an inch of rain yields an
inch of snow.

So, the reason why Buffalo and other cities directly to the East of the
Great Lakes get so much snow at this time of year is because the
temperatures rarely go below 25 degrees; hence, the snow is always
forming at the highest temperatures possible, creating a lot of snow
with not much water.
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16 December, 2007 s
Sunday

Day of Reconciliation/Day of the Vow (South Africa)

17 December, 2007 t
Monday

Beginning of Roman Saturnalia

18 December, 2007 u
Tuesday

F j Efficiency, steadiness.

19 December, 2007 v
Wednesday

G Retrograde. Discipline, care.

20 December, 2007 w
Thursday

Zone 10 First Frost

21 December, 2007 x
Friday

22 December, 2007 y
Saturday

Winter Solstice

A j Sun in Capricorn; Yule (Wicca).
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Winter

From Proto Indo European wed, “wet,” or possibly from wind, “white”.
A willful energy, light and rising, is narrowed and targeted along a
path, and infused with power.

In the depths of winter I finally learned there was in me an invincible summer.

-- Albert Camus

Northeast: 1 inch of water; high in low 30’s, low in low teens
Southeast: 1.5 in; high in low 40’s, low in upper 20’s
Midwest: .5 in; high in low 30’s, low in upper teens
High Plains: 3-month dry season (occasional precipitation); high in low 30’s, low in low teens
Rocky Mountains: .5 in; high in low 30’s, low in teens and below
Southwest: .5 in; high in low 40’s, low in 20’s
N California and Pacific NW: 3 in; high in low 40’s, low in low 30’s
Temperatures are for the center of each region – the south of each region will be warmer, and the north colder. High altitudes will also be colder,
and lower altitudes will be warmer. Coastal areas will have lower highs and higher lows.
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23 December, 2007 z
Sunday

HumanLight (Secular Humanism)

Festivus; Night of the Radishes (Oaxaca, Mexico)

24 December, 2007
Monday

Full Moon 1:17 am

Christmas Eve (Christian); Esbat (Wicca)

25 December, 2007 a
Tuesday

Christmas (Christian)

Sol Invictus (Roman)

26 December, 2007 b
Wednesday

12 Days of Christmas begin; 1st day of Kwanzaa

Wren Day (Ireland, Isle of Man); Boxing Day (Commonwealth)

27 December, 2007 c
Thursday

28 December, 2007 d
Friday

29 December, 2007 e
Saturday
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Weather
From Proto Indo European wedhro, “what the wind is carrying”. A
willful energy, connective and hard-working, reaches a point of difficult
decision – perhaps chaos – resulting in raw power.

Reading one’s horoscope is not like reading the weather report. Most people
agree you can’t cause the weather by expecting it to rain, but you can cause a
bad day if you’ve got low expectations for it.

--http://druidjournal.net/2006/12/05/december-2006-astrological-
forecast/

But note Esmerelda’s introduction to the weather in this book. It turns
out that weather reports are a lot more like astrological predictions than
most people think.

Northeast: 1 inch of water; high in low 30’s, low in low teens
Southeast: 1.5 in; high in low 40’s, low in upper 20’s
Midwest: .5 in; high in low 30’s, low in upper teens
High Plains: 3-month dry season (occasional precipitation); high in low 30’s, low in low teens
Rocky Mountains: .5 in; high in low 30’s, low in teens and below
Southwest: .5 in; high in mid 40’s, low in 20’s
N California and Pacific NW: 3 in; high in low 40’s, low in low 30’s
Temperatures are for the center of each region – the south of each region will be warmer, and the north colder. High altitudes will also be colder,
and lower altitudes will be warmer. Coastal areas will have lower highs and higher lows.
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30 December, 2007 f
Sunday

D i Idealism, justice in relationships.
Freedom Day (Scientology)

31 December, 2007 g
Monday

E c Energetic intellect, movement.

New Year’s Eve

1 January, 2008 h
Tuesday

New Year’s Day.

Last day of Kwanzaa

2 January, 2008 i
Wednesday

Ancestry Day (Haiti)

3 January, 2008 j
Thursday

4 January, 2008 k
Friday

Ogoni Day (Niger)

5 January, 2008 l
Saturday

12th Night of Christmas

Mungday (Discordianism)
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Tree
Tree is from Proto Indo European deru or doru, which meant “oak tree”.
The oak tree was so central and sacred to the ancient Indo Europeans
that in many of the daughter languages, including English, the word for
“oak” was simply extended to mean all trees everywhere. The word
tree seems to be concerned with growth and endurance: powerful
energy moving along a path, with stamina and determination.

If there is one thing that all druids agree on, it is reverence for trees. The oak
was especially sacred to the ancient druids — one etymology for druid is “oak-
wise” — but for druids, all trees are ladders to heaven, links between the earth
and the sky. The tree is the giver of gifts and knowledge, the friend that stands
guard round your house and the watcher in the shades of the night.

--http://druidjournal.net/2007/01/08/the-essence-of-druidism/

Northeast: 1 inch of water; high in low 30’s, low in mid teens
Southeast: 1.5 in; high in upper 40’s, low in low 30’s
Midwest: .5 in; high in low 30’s, low in upper teens
High Plains: 3-month dry season (occasional precipitation); high in mid 30’s, low in mid teens
Rocky Mountains: .5 in; high in mid 30’s, low in teens
Southwest: .5 in; high in upper 40’s, low in 20’s
N California and Pacific NW: 3 in; high in mid 40’s, low in mid 30’s
Temperatures are for the center of each region – the south of each region will be warmer, and the north colder. High altitudes will also be colder,
and lower altitudes will be warmer. Coastal areas will have lower highs and higher lows.
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6 January, 2008 m
Sunday

Epiphany – 12th Day of Christmas; Theophany (Eastern Orthodox)

Little Christmas (Ireland); birthday of Haile Selassie (Rastafarianism)

7 January, 2008 m
Monday

8 January, 2008 +
Tuesday

New Moon 11:36 am

C k Revolutionary, creative intellect.

9 January, 2008 n
Wednesday

10 January, 2008 o
Thursday

Al Hijrah (New Year) (Islam)

11 January, 2008 p
Friday

12 January, 2008 q
Saturday
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Child
From Proto Indo European gelt, “swelling”, referring to pregnancy; also
the ancestor of globe. From a challenging beginning, creative energy in
motion gives rise to a luminous doorway.

I encourage all pagans — if you don’t have any children in your life, go find
some. Target especially children below the age of seven. Take them to your
sacred spaces — walk with them in the woods, stand by the sea, or just sit in
your backyard. They will find powerful natural talismans — stones, feathers,
nuts — and bring them to you. Watch where they linger, and you will know
the fair folk are living nearby. Listen to their talk, and you will catch echoes of
what Spirit is whispering in their ears. You may not be able to hear the Earth
singing her love song to you, but they can.

--http://druidjournal.net/2007/01/09/children-in-paganism/

Northeast: 1 inch of water; high in mid 30’s, low in mid teens
Southeast: 1.5 in; high in low 50’s, low in low 30’s
Midwest: .5 in; high in low 30’s, low in upper teens
High Plains: 3-month dry season (occasional precipitation); high in mid 30’s, low in mid teens
Rocky Mountains: .5 in; high in mid 30’s, low in teens
Southwest: .5 in; high in low 50’s, low in 20’s
N California and Pacific NW: 3 in; high in mid 40’s, low in mid 30’s
Temperatures are for the center of each region – the south of each region will be warmer, and the north colder. High altitudes will also be colder,
and lower altitudes will be warmer. Coastal areas will have lower highs and higher lows.
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13 January, 2008 r
Sunday

14 January, 2008 s
Monday

Pongal (harvest festival of south India); Makar Sankranti (north India)

New Year’s Day (Eastern Orthodox); Festum Asinorum (medieval)

15 January, 2008 t
Tuesday

Zone 10 Last Frost

Korean Alphabet Day (North Korea)

16 January, 2008 u
Wednesday

National Religious Freedom Day (US)

17 January, 2008 v
Thursday

18 January, 2008 w
Friday

19 January, 2008 x
Saturday

Ashura (Islam)
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Thanks
From Proto Indo European tong, “think, feel”; it came to mean “think
good thoughts (about)”, hence “thank”. It is closely related to think. A
balanced, even energy traveling on a difficult path is gathered into a
container in which it reverberates, and is given away.

I began to use visualization techniques to make contact with those I was
thankful to. I was able to thank the gods and ancestors specifically, by name, for
their blessings, and I saw them smile and acknowledge the thanks. Having your
thanks received with love is a wonderful thing — it is an additional blessing on
top of everything you’re already thankful for.

--http://druidjournal.net/2007/01/14/impact-of-druidism-on-
everyday-life-requited-gratitude/

Northeast: 1 inch of water; high in mid 30’s, low in upper teens
Southeast: 1.5 in; high in low 50’s, low in low 30’s
Midwest: .5 in; high in low 30’s, low in upper teens
High Plains: 3-month dry season (occasional precipitation); high in upper 30’s, low in upper teens
Rocky Mountains: .5 in; high in upper 30’s, low in upper teens
Southwest: .5 in; high in low 50’s, low in 20’s
N California and Pacific NW: 3 in; high in upper 40’s, low in upper 30’s
Temperatures are for the center of each region – the south of each region will be warmer, and the north colder. High altitudes will also be colder,
and lower altitudes will be warmer. Coastal areas will have lower highs and higher lows.
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20 January, 2008 y
Sunday

A k Sun in Aquarius.

21 January, 2008 z
Monday

F $ G Creative, disciplined work.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day (US)

22 January, 2008
Tuesday

Full Moon 1:36 pm

Esbat (Wicca)

23 January, 2008 a
Wednesday

24 January, 2008 b
Thursday

D j Serious, goal-oriented relationships.

25 January, 2008 c
Friday

Burns Night (Scotland)

26 January, 2008 d
Saturday

J j Disruption of power structures.

Australia Day (Australia)
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Organic

From Proto Indo European wergano, “thing that works”, “mechanism”.
Related to the musical instrument organ, the part of the body organ, and
the word urge. A powerful, grounded, earthy energy is balanced, even,
and narrowed toward a goal.

My feeling is that the older religions are more like human languages, and the
newer ones are more like constructed languages, like Esperanto or computer
languages. The reason for this lies in their history. An older religion, like a
human language, is the product of tens of thousands of years of development; it
has been enriched by contact with other religions, and has had contributions
from generations of individual shamans and seers and storytellers. Over the
millennia, it’s been shaped into a form the human mind is comfortable with.
Younger religions, like constructed languages, are usually made by a small
number of people, and so they simply aren’t as rich, and there’s a lot more
variation between them.

--http://druidjournal.net/2007/01/27/how-to-choose-a-religion-vii-
languages-of-spirit/

Northeast: 1 inch of water; high in mid 30’s, low in upper teens
Southeast: 1.5 in; high in low 50’s, low in low 30’s
Midwest: .5 in; high in low 30’s, low in upper teens
High Plains: 3-month dry season (occasional precipitation); high in upper 30’s, low in upper teens
Rocky Mountains: .5 in; high in upper 30’s, low in upper teens
Southwest: .5 in; high in low 50’s, low in 20’s
N California and Pacific NW: 3 in; high in upper 40’s, low in upper 30’s
Temperatures are for the center of each region – the south of each region will be warmer, and the north colder. High altitudes will also be colder,
and lower altitudes will be warmer. Coastal areas will have lower highs and higher lows.
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Imbolc
An ancient Celtic festival dedicated to Bridget, goddess of healing, fire,
and metalworking, traditionally celebrated at the first signs of spring.
Weather prediction was a popular pastime at this festival, and some
echoes of that remain in the modern US as “Groundhog Day.” Modern
pagans generally celebrate it at the beginning of February, at the
midpoint between the Winter Solstice and the Spring Equinox.

The name Imbolc is from Old Irish, and means “in the belly”, referring to
the unborn lambs growing in the wombs of the ewes at this time.
Spiritually, the name indicates a high, tense energy that gives rise to a
sudden manifestation of fluid, wholesome power.

It’s one of the great Celtic fire festivals, and candles and bonfires
frequently make an appearance. Another popular tradition is the
Bridget doll – usually made of corn, decorated with shells, stones, and
ribbons – which is watched over by the girls and young women through
the night, and carried in procession from house to house, blessing the
homes in the community the next day.
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Imbolc Weather Notes
From Esmerelda

Imbolc marks the Maple Sugaring Season in the Northeast. The sap of
sugar maple trees begins to flow at this time, and it is collected and
boiled down to the wonderful syrup that we pour over our pancakes! It
takes 40 gallons of sap to make one gallon of syrup.

The length of the sugaring season is entirely weather-dependent: the
sap only flows when the temperature is below freezing at night and
above freezing during the day. This can last anywhere from 2-8 weeks,
with historical averages around 4-6 weeks. Let's keep those
northeastern nights chilly from now until the Equinox!
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27 January, 2008 e
Sunday

International Holocaust Remembrance Day

28 January, 2008 f
Monday

C Retrograde. Disruption of communication, thought.

29 January, 2008 f
Tuesday

30 January, 2008 g
Wednesday

E Direct. Action, energy, decision.

Sending Off the Kitchen God Day (China)

31 January, 2008 h
Thursday

1 February, 2008 i
Friday

Imbolc (Druidism, Wicca)

St. Bridget’s feast day

2 February, 2008 j
Saturday

Candlemas (Catholicism), Yemaja (Yoruba)

Groundhog Day


