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Drawing is both my microscope and my scalpel: it's the tool I use to open up a
more complicated reading of the body and its image. My work explores the com-
plexity of women's internal and external body image, its roots in the notion of
hysteria, and the ways that we misinterpret or mis-imagine our health and
ourselves. Sexuality, illness and injury, fertility, bodily functions, power, mass
media are all key elements of my visual research.
Using drawing to explore the fragile but
flexible nature of the body's internal

workings and the ephemeral nature of its surface makes a lot of sense to me, whether it's through the

intimacy of hand-held tunnel books and comics, the layered illogic of collage on paper, or the

immersive qualities of large-scale wall drawing and installation. This inquiry allows me to trans-

form misunderstanding and anxiety into a personal, magical, powerful reimagining of the body

and its processes.

Christa Donner is a Chicago-based artist who explores issues of women's health and body image through

her ink and collage works on paper, comics, and large-scale wall drawings. Donner’s large-scale wall

drawings, three-dimensional paper installations, and small-press zines have been exhibited nationally and

internationally, including major exhibitions at Kravets-Wehby Gallery (New York, NY), POST (Los Angeles,

CA), the Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland (Cleveland, OH), Wuthering Heights (Malmo, Sweden), Gallery

400 (Chicago, IL), the Centro Columbo Americano (Medellin, Colombia), and Carnegie Mellon University

(Pittsburgh, PA). Her work is represented by Kravets-Wehby Gallery, New York. Whenever she can, Donner accom-

panies her art with public workshops focusing on self-publishing, body image, art and activism. More of her
projects can be found online at www.christadonner.com
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