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All artwork and writing in this collection is original  work created by John Steventon. 
All material in this book, unless noted elsewhere, is © 2000-2008 John Steventon.  All world rights are reserved.

No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission except in 
the case of reprints in the context of reviews. For permission information, please email John Steventon at John@
HappyGlyphs.com.

For current contact information, additional comments and inquiries, and  more great cartoons, please visit

www.HappyGlyphs.com
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Who We Is, and What We Do
 All right, to begin with, We is Me, John Steventon, and HappyGlyphs Comics is also me... a small press 
and service company based on my artwork, writing, design and anything else that a job calls for.  I say We though, 
because HappyGlyphs Comics has clients, customers, fans, and the occassional support staff required to put out 
books, comics, and illustration, and other stuff.  Other Cartoonists occasionally get involved, but so far Brian 
Hughes is the only one with a permanent place for his cap, due to the quality of his work and the decency to get 
involved in so many of our projects.

 So we basically have two branches to the HappyGlyphs Comics biz:  One part is my Freelance service, 
where I provide artwork for clients, and sometimes a lot more.  For one company I have researched, written, and 
illustrated comic book safety manuals and posters, which demonstrates well what I can provide for a company.  The 
other half could best be described as my personal projects... projects driven by me that I believe in strongly enough 
to spend time on.  Unlike my Freelance work, personal projects must be supported by book and merchandise sales, 
and any other income the projects can generate.

 All this brings us to this publication that you are reading.  I’m so sure that you’ll like our books enough to 
buy them if you only got to know them better.  Currently I am self-publishing all of my personal projects because 
at this stage it is so much easier for me, so I have to work all that harder to get my products in the public eye.  So 
please read through this, and if you like what you see, please buy one of our products, or keep in touch through the 
homepage, or our blogs.

 And please stop by www.HappyGlyphs.com and sign up for our newsletter.  The newsletter only comes out 
when we have important news or something we just want to share, so don’t worry about it plugging up your email 
box,  And know this!  We reward our customers!  Some books come with free bookmarks, others with free stickers, 
and you’ll get our special original Holiday cards in the year that you purchase stuff from us!  How’s that?

 So go on... check it all out, and let me know what you think!    Cheers,    JOHN :0)
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    Although it wasn’t our " rst comic strip, 
Knight and Day has long been consid-
ered our # agship title.  The strip was very 
popular during it’s run on the web, and 
was strongly considered for syndication.  
Knight and Day even appeared in Tribune 
Media’s Comic’s Edge, ran in print in a 
college newspaper, and was webcast across 
the globe on dozens of websites before 
John voluntarily ended the strip to pursue 
other projects.
    “Take Me Away From All This!! ” 
begins as a study in newlywed life, with 
all the trials and tribulations of two people 
learning to live with one another.  As the 
book progresses, we see Steve and Amy 
Knight settling into their new lives, and 
the topics become much wider, dealing 
with everyday issues such as work, travel, 
buying a home, and eventually the loss of 
work and... well, that would be telling!
    Pick up “Take Me Away From All 
This!! ”, and see why Small Press maga-
zine said “All together a very humorous 
description of what married life can be 
like. For all its ups and downs, this mar-
riage does look like it was made in heav-
en.”

2nd Edition now available with new material! 
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    Albert, Bobby, and sometimes Iris are... The In-
quiring Minds!  Three kids who live for the weekend, 
so they can explore all things strange and unusual in 
their hometown of Three Craters Lake.
    The Inquiring Minds is another comic strip that re-
ceived attention from the Syndicates, in several of it’s 
incarnations.  I say ‘several’ because the strip has been 
around for a long while... long enough for the charac-
ters to have been completely overhauled.
    In The Inquiring Minds #1, our " rst full color comic 
book, you not only get many of the popular Sunday 
Strips, but several dailies that haven’t been seen in a 
long time, and never before in print or in color.
    Although The Inquiring Minds only make the oc-
casional appearance at HappyGlyphs.com, their popu-
larity and relevance continue.  We have been honored 

to see The Inquiring Minds tribute to the Underground 
Railroad appear in a textbook on the subject, and begin-
ning in 2007, the kids will be seen and enjoyed by 8th 
graders across the country, as our tribute to John Henry 
becomes a part of Houghton-Mif# in’s Grade 8 Litera-
ture.
    Much more is in store for The Inquiring Minds ,  as 
a deluxe color edition of the (nearly) complete The In-
quiring Minds  is in the works, as well as our " rst fully 
illustrated novellette, The Inquiring Minds: Adventure 
in Hangman’s Swamp.
    Iris, of course, can be found in the pages of 3 
Knights in India , and we have plans to feature her in 
a short graphic story.  As for Bobby and Albert, stay 
tooned for more of their adventures at HappyGlyphs.
com.
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    3 Knights in India is our " rst graphic novel, based 
on the continuing adventures of our " rst family, the 
Knights, from Knight and Day.  These events take 
place several years after “Take Me Away From All 
This!!” and involve all of our favorite characters from 
that book, as well as several new characters.

    Where “Take Me Away From All This!!” focused 
on Steve and Amy’s newlywed days, 3 Knights 
in India  is more about parenting, and the Knight’s 
struggles to maintain the American Dream of hom-
eownership, and a decent life.  Of course, as if daily 
life weren’t tough enough, along comes Sunny Day 
who starts off a chain reaction of events that lead the 
Knights on a worldwide adventure to India!
    This is Steven’s second trip to India, and 3 Knights 
in India  also features a prequel in which we see a day 
in the life of young Steven Knight as he explores the 
temple caves of Elephanta Island. 
     Fun for all!!
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 Why NOT a travel and photography book from a 
Cartoonist?  Many cartoons, especially my The Inquiring 
Minds toons, deal with history, mystery, and a little sci-" .  
Heck, my logo has a petroglyph on it, and this book has 
inspired the new logo below.
 I’ve been to the UK many times, and each time I’ve 
gone I have spent time visiting and investigating its varied 
history.  Places like Stonehenge fascinate me, and really, if 
you haven’t been there, you have no idea.  The monument 
goes way beyond the jokes and silly tales that we’ve all 
heard, and is inspirational and wonderful in so many ways.
 On my last trip, I actually went inside Stonehenge, 
and spent a quiet windy evening 
seeing it from a whole 
new perspective.

 Two Henges, a Hill, and One Long 
Barrow is a look at Stonehenge, the Avebury 
complex, and West Kennet Long Barrow 
through my own photographs, essays, and a 
few illustrations.  These sites are thousands of 
years old, and tell a story of the very different 
lives ourt ancestors lived.  Better still, the story 
is incomplete, leaving us with one mystery 
after another to ponder.
 
 Once upon a time, some people strove 
for greatness.  Gazing at these monuments, you 
can honestly believe that they achieved it.
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 John’s Shorts
  Being the creative type, I’ve always got a 
million ideas running around my head.  Some of 
them are just perfect for short graphic tales, since 
they don’t need a full comic book size to tell a 
good story.  Not all ideas are good enough, but 
the great ones stick around in my noggin, and 
just beg to be told.
 With that in mind, and time permitting, 
I hope to illustrate the best of these, and collect 
them under the working title of “John’s Shorts”.  
Eventually I’ll come up with a logo showing 
some fancy boxer shorts, but for now, please 
enjoy the " rst of these, “The Wolfman of Beck-
enham, Kent”.
 Beckenham is a cute little town in the 
south eastern part of England, just a short train 
ride from London.  It has a lot of history, and a 
lot of charm, and a lot of perfect little normal-
ness... a normalness that just might be hiding a 
secret!

 The Future!
  Other projects in the pipeline include 
an Inquiring Minds illustrated novel, a full 
color and nearly complete The Inquiring Minds 
collection, a new comic strip, more John’s 
Shorts, more art prints, and. oh, loads of stuff.  I 
also have a new book nearly complete, but that’s 
a surprise for now. :0)

 Check out the preview on the next page 
for The Inquiring Minds in The Adventure of 
Hangman’s Swamp, and please sign up for our 
newsletter for further news and updates.

 You can sign up at www.HappyGlyphs.
com, and while you’re on the web, follow 
the links to our two blogs, The HappyGlyphs 
Comics Blog, and The Travelling ‘Toonist blog, 
both full of new illustrations, behind the scenes 
talk, and more.

 Cheers,    JOHN :0)
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John Steventon is a professional Cartoonist 
and Illustrator, and creator of The Inquiring Minds  and 
Knight and Day comic strips.  His work is published 
worldwide in books, magazines, newspapers and various 
other print resources, and his comic strips and freelance 
work have appeared on the internet since May 2000.

    You can see more about 
John and his work at his of" cial website

 www.HappyGlyphs.com

                or learn about the art of comics at his blog,

               http://happyglyphs.blogspot.com/

 and see a mix of Travel and Illustration at,

 http://travellingtoonist.blogspot.com/


