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A study of the Book Of John  

 
Information compiled by Susan Godfrey for the group study hosted at: 

http://www.susangodfrey.blogspot.com 
 

We will be using the Ebook Bible Study  
“The Gospel of John:  Evidences for Belief” by Gene Taylor 

You can download the ebook for FREE at: 
http://www.padfield.com/acrobat/taylor/john-gospel.pdf 

 
Bible Study Chats are held each Thursday at 12:00 noon CST in the 

Homemaker’s Central chat room located at: 
http://www.meez.com/roomz.dm?

act=view&room_id=dr1.B45MCb5nSpRb 
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The Gospel of John 
From Thompson Chain Reference Study Bible 
 
AUTHOR:  The Apostle John 
 
DATE WRITTEN:  Uncertain.  Probably late in the first century. 
 
PURPOSE: To inspire faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. 
 
TO WHOM WRITTEN:   Seekers, who want to examine the life of Je-
sus Christ; and believers who would be strenthened in their faith. 
 
MAIN THEME:   An encounter with Jesus Christ demands a response.  
Those who believe have eternal life, but those who reject Him are under 
the condemnation of God,  

· Joh 3:36  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.  

· Joh 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life. Joh 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God: and they that hear shall live. Joh 5:26  For as the 
Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have 
life in himself; Joh 5:27  And hath given him authority to exe-
cute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. Joh 5:28  
Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, Joh 5:29  And shall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna-
tion. 

· Joh 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me: Joh 10:28  And I give unto them eternal life; and 
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they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand. Joh 10:29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand.  

 
KEY WORD:  Believe. 
 
KEY VERSE: Joh 20:31  But these are written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
I. ANALYSIS 
 

(1)The Prologue.  The eternal word incarnate, 1:1-18 
(2)The manifestation of Christ’s diviniy to the world accom-

panied by a six fold testimony.  That of John the Baptist, the 
Holy Spirit, the disciples, Christ’s mighty works, the Father, 
and the Scriptures, 1:19-12:50. 

(3)The private revelation and instruction to the disciples, 13-
17 

(4)His humilation and triumph over death, 18-20 
(5)The epilogue, 21:1-23 

See also John’ Portrait of Christ, 4303 and the Tree of Christ’s Life, 
4308 
 
I. DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 

 
(1) It is considered by many to be the deeper and most spiritual 

book in the Bible. 
(2) In it Christ gives a more complete revelation of Himself and of 

God than in the Synoptic Gospels. 
(a) Of His person and attributes.  See the I Ams of Christ, 4166 
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(b) Of his divinity, 
· Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. 
· Joh 10:30  I and my Father are one. Joh 10:31  Then the 

Jews took up stones again to stone him. Joh 10:32  Jesus 
answered them, Many good works have I showed you 
from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone 
me? Joh 10:33  The Jews answered him, saying, For a 
good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and be-
cause that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Joh 
10:34  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, 
I said, Ye are gods Joh 10:35  If  he called them gods, unto 
whom the word of God came, and the Scripture cannot be 
broken; Joh 10:36  Say ye of him, whom the Father hath 
sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; be-
cause I said, I am the Son of God? Joh 10:37  If  I do not 
the works of my Father, believe me not. Joh 10:38  But if  
I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye 
may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in 
him. 

· Joh 12:45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 
· Joh 14:7  If  ye had known me, ye should have known my 

Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have 
seen him. Joh 14:8  Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us 
the Father, and it sufficeth us. Joh 14:9  Jesus saith unto 
him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou 
not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?  

· Joh 16:15  All things that the Father hath are mine: there-
fore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show it 
unto you. 

(a) Of the work of the Holy Spirit.  See the 6’s, 7’s, 8’s of the 
Holy Spirit, 4165 

(b) Of His own diving commission.  For example, in the fifth 
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chapter He declares Himself to be sent from God six times. 
· Joh 5:23  That all men should honor the Son, even as they 

honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth 
not the Father which hath sent him. 

· Joh 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath ever-
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life. 

· Joh 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I 
judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine 
own will,  but the will  of the Father which hath sent me. 

· Joh 5:36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for 
the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the 
same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father 
hath sent me 

· Joh 5:37  And the Father himself, which hath sent me, 
hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice 
at any time, nor seen his shape. 

· Joh 5:38  And ye have not his word abiding in you: for 
whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 

(a) Of the Fatherhood of God.  Christ speaks of God as “The 
Father” over one hundred times. 
· God is the Spiritual Father  - Joh 4:23  But the hour 

cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall wor-
ship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father 
seeketh such to worship him. 

· He is the life-giving Father - Joh 5:21  For as the Father 
raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son 
quickeneth whom he will.  

· The message is the Father’s - Joh 7:16  Jesus answered 
them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent 
me. 

· The Father is greater than all - Joh 10:29  My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is 
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able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
· The works are the Father’s - Joh 14:23  Jesus answered 

and said unto him, If  a man love me, he will  keep my 
words: and my Father will  love him, and we will  come 
unto him, and make our abode with him. 

· The Eternal Father - Joh 17:5  And now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was. 

· The Holy Father - Joh 17:11  And now I am no more in 
the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. 
Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 

· The Righteous Father - Joh 17:25  O righteous Father, the 
world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and 
these have known that thou hast sent me. 

(1) Perhaps the most notable of all the peculiarities of this Gospel 
is the fact that over one half of the space in the book is given to 
the events of Christ’s life and His saying during His last days. 

(2) Discourses and conversations found only in John 
· Nicodemus – John 3:1-21 
· With the Woman of Samaria, 4:1-26 
· The discourse to the Jews at the Feast of Booths, 7:14-39; 

8:3-58 
· The parable of the Good Shepherd, 10 
· The series of private instructions to the disciples, His com-

forting words and intercessory prayer, 14-17 
· His meeting with the disciples at the Sea of Galilee, 21 

(1) John records eight miracles of Christ (besides Christ’s resur-
rection) to prove His divinity.  Six of these are found only in 
this Gospel 
· The water made wine, 2:1-11 
· Healing the nobleman’s son, 4:46-54 
· Healing the man at the pool, 5:1-9 



9 

 

· Healing the man born blind, 9:1-7 
· The raising of Lazarus, 11 
· The second great quantity of fish, 21:2-6 

(1) There are two great currents of thought flowing through the 
book which are profitable to follow. 
(a) Faith 

· Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. Joh 3:17  For 
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved. 
Joh 3:18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God.  

· Joh 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath ever-
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life. 

· Joh 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

· Joh 6:40  And this is the will  of him that sent me, that 
every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlasting life: and I will  raise him up at the 
last day. 

· Joh 7:38  He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath 
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

· Joh 8:24  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in 
your sins: for if  ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in 
your sins. 

· Joh 10:37  If  I do not the works of my Father, believe me 
not. Joh 10:38  But if  I do, though ye believe not me, be-
lieve the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the 
Father is in me, and I in him. 
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· Joh 11:25  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: Joh 11:26  And whosoever liveth and believ-
eth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? Joh 11:27  
She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the 
world. 

· Joh 12:46  I am come a light into the world, that whoso-
ever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. 

· Joh 14:12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 
on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Fa-
ther. 

(a) Eternal Life 
· Joh 3:15  That whosoever believeth in him should not 

perish, but have eternal life. Joh 3:16  For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life. 

· Joh 3:36  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

· Joh 4:14  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of water springing up into ev-
erlasting life. 

· Joh 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath ever-
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life. 

· Joh 6:27  Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Fa-
ther sealed 
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· Joh 6:51  I am the living bread which came down from 
heaven: if  any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: 
and the bread that I will  give is my flesh, which I will  
give for the life of the world. 

· Joh 11:26  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die. Believest thou this? 

· Joh 12:50  And I know that his commandment is life ev-
erlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father 
said unto me, so I speak. 

· Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent. 

· Joh 20:31  But these are written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name. 

 
PROMINENT PEOPLE:  Jesus, John the Baptist, the disciples, 
Mary—Mother of Jesus, Mary, Martha, Lazarus, Pilate. 
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John. 
From “The Bible Book by Book” by J.B. Tidell 

 
The Author. From the evidence found in the gospel, we may learn sev-
eral things about the author. (1) That he was a Jew. This is seen in his 
evident knowledge of Jewish opinions concerning such subjects as the 
Messiah, and his knowledge of their customs, such as the purification. 
(2) He was an eye-witness to most of what he relates. This is seen in his 
exact knowledge of time, as to the hour or time of day a thing occurred; 
in his knowledge of the number of persons or things present, as the di-
vision of his garments into four parts; in the vividness of the narrative 
which he could hardly have had without first having seen it all. (3) He 
was an apostle. This is seen in his knowledge of the thoughts of the dis-
ciples (2:11, 17); in his knowledge of the private words of the disciples 
to Jesus and among themselves (4:31, 33, etc.); in his knowledge of the 
private resorts of the disciples (11:54. etc.); and in his knowledge of the 
Lord's motives, etc. (2:24-25, etc.); and in his knowledge of Christ's 
feelings (11:33). (4) He was the son of Zebedee (Mar. 1:19-20), and was 
probably one of John's two disciples whom he turned to Jesus (1- 40). 
(5) He is one of the three most prominent of the apostles, being several 
times especially honored (Matt. 17:1-3. etc.), and is prominent in the 
work of the church after Christ's ascension, as well as in all their work 
before his death: (6) He also wrote three epistles and Revelation. He 
outlived all the other apostles and is supposed to have died on the Isle 
of Patmos as an exile about 100 A.D. 
 
The Times and Circumstances of the Writings. These are so different 
from those which influenced the other evangelists that one can hardly 
escape the feeling that John's gospel is colored accordingly. The gospel 
had been preached in all the Roman empire and Christianity was no 
longer considered a Jewish sect, attached to the Synagogue. Jerusalem 
had been overthrown and the temple destroyed. Christians had been 
sorely persecuted, but had achieved great triumphs in many lands. All 
the rest of the New Testament except Revelation had been written. 



13 

 

Some had arisen, who disputed the deity of Jesus and while the gospel 
is not a mere polemic against that false teaching, it does, by establishing 
the true teaching thoroughly undermine the false. He perhaps wrote to 
Christians of all nationalities, whose history had by this time been en-
riched by the blood of martyrs for the faith. Instead of the Messiah in 
whom Jews would find a Savior or the mighty worker in whom the Ro-
man would find him, or the Ideal Man in whom the Greeks would find 
him. John wrote concerning the eternal, Incarnate Word in whose Spiri-
tual Kingdom each, having lost his narrowness and racial prejudice, 
could be forever united. 
 
The Style and the Plan. 
 
This gospel differs from the others in language and plan. It is both pro-
found and simple and has several elements of style as follows: (1) Sim-
plicity. The sentences are short and connected by coordinate conjunc-
tions. There are but few direct quotations, and but few dependent sen-
tences, and most of them show the sequence of things, either as a cause 
or a purpose. (2) Sameness. This arises from the method of treating 
each step in the narrative as if isolated and separate from all the rest 
rather than merging it into the complete whole. (3) Repetition, whether 
in the narrative proper or in the quoted words of the Lord, is very fre-
quent. The following examples will illustrate this: "In the beginning 
was the word and the word was with God and the word was God." "The 
light shineth in darkness and the darkness comprehendeth it not." "I am 
the Good Shepherd; the Good Shepherd giveth his life." "Jesus then, 
when he saw her weeping and the Jews that were weeping with her." "If 
I bear witness of myself my witness is not true. There is another that 
beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth 
of me is true." Let the student gather a list of all such repetitions. (4) 
Parallelism, or statements expressing the same or similar truths, such as 
the following are common. "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you"; "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid"; "I 
give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish." This parallel-
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ism, which at the same time becomes repetition, is seen in the way a 
subject or conclusion is stated and, after elaboration, restated in a new 
and enlarged view, thus teaching the truth in a gradually unfolding 
beauty and force. An illustration is found in the statement, "I will raise 
him up in the last day," 6, 39, 70, 44. (5) Contrasts. The plan is more 
simple and more easily seen all along than is that of any other of the 
Evangelists. On the one hand, he shows how love and faith are devel-
oped in the believer until, in the end, Thomas, who was the most doubt-
ful of all, could exclaim, "My Lord and my God." On the other hand, he 
shows the unbeliever advanced from mere indifference to a positive ha-
tred that culminated in the crucifixion. This purpose is carried out by a 
process of contrasting and separating things that are opposites, such as 
(a) Light and darkness, (b) Truth and falsehood, (c) Good and evil, (d) 
Life and death, (e) God and Satan. In all of these he is convincing his 
reader that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God. 
 
Characteristics and Purpose. 
 
1. It Is a Gospel of the Feasts. Indeed, if subtract from it those miracles 

and teachings and other works performed in connection with the 
feasts, we should have only a few fragments left. The value of the 
book would be destroyed and the most beautiful and the profoundest 
teachings of the gospel lost. 

 
The student will do well from the following list of feasts to endeavor to group around each all that John 
records as occurring in connection with it. (1) The Feast of the Passover (2:13, 23), First Passover, A. D. 
27. (2) A Feast of the Jews (5:1), probably Purim. (3) Passover a Feast of the Jews (6:4), Second Pass-
over, A. D. 28. (4) Feast of the Tabernacles (7:2). (5) Feast of the Dedication (10:22). (6) Passover 
(11:55-56; 12:1, 12, 20; 13:29; 18:28). Third Passover, A. D. 29. 

 
1. It Is a Gospel of Testimony. John writes to prove that Jesus is the 

Christ. He assumes the attitude of a lawyer before a jury and intro-
duces testimony until he fells certain of his case and then closes the 
testimony with the assurance that much more could be offered if it 
seemed necessary. There are seven lines of testimony. (1) The testi-
mony of John the Baptist. (2) The testimony of certain other indi-
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viduals. (3) The testimony of Jesus' works. (4) The testimony of Je-
sus himself (see the I am's). (5) The testimony of the scripture. (6) 
The testimony of the Father. (7) The testimony of the Holy Spirit. 

 
1. It Is of Gospel of Belief. The purpose being to produce belief there 

are given: numerous examples of belief, showing the growth of faith; 
the secret of faith, such as hearing or receiving the word; the results 
of faith, such as eternal life, freedom, peace, power, etc. 

 
1. It Is a Spiritual Gospel. It represents the deeper mediations of John, 

which are shaped so as to establish a great doctrine which, instead of 
history, became his great impulse. To John "history is doctrine" and 
he reviews it in the light of its spiritual interpretation. It furnished a 
great bulwark against the Gnostic teachers, who had come to deny 
the diety of Jesus. He also emphasized and elaborated the humanity 
of Jesus. His whole purpose is "not so much the historic record of the 
facts as the development of their inmost meaning."  

 
1. It Is a Gospel of Symbolism. John was a mystic and delighted in 

mystic symbols. The whole book speaks in the language of symbols. 
The mystic numbers three and seven prevail throughout the book not 
only in the things and sayings recorded but in the arrangement of 
topics. Each of the Eight Miracles is used for a "sign" or symbol, as 
the feeding of the five thousand in which Jesus appears as the bread 
or support of life. The great allegories of the Good-Shepherd, the 
sheep-fold and the vine; the names used to designate Jesus as the 
Word, Light, the Way, the Truth, the Life, etc., all show how the 
whole gospel is penetrated with a spirit of symbolic representation. 

 
1. It Is the Gospel of the Incarnation. "Matthew explains his messianic 

function; Mark his active works and Luke his character as Savior." 
John magnifies his person and everywhere makes us see "the word 
made flesh." God is at no great distance form us. He has become 
flesh. The word has come as the Incarnate Man. Jesus, this Incarnate 
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Man, is God and as such fills the whole book, but he, nevertheless, 
hungers and thirsts and knows human experience. God has come 
down to man to enable him to rise up to God. 

 
Subject: Jesus, the Christ, God's Son. 
 
Analysis. 

Introduction or prologue, 1:1-18. 

(1) The divine nature of the word. 1-5. 

(2) The manifestation of the word as the world's Savior, 6-18. 

I. The Testimony of His Great Public Ministry, 1:19-12 end. 

1. He is revealed, 1:19-2:12. 

2. He is recognized, 2:13-3 end. 

3. He is antagonized, Chs. 5-11. 

4. He is honored, Ch. 12. 

II. The Testimony of His Private Ministry with His Disciples, Chs. 13-
17. 

1. He teaches and comforts his disciples, Chs. 13-16. 

2. He prays for his disciples, Ch. 17. 

III. The Testimony of His Passion. Chs. 18-19. 

1. His betrayal, 18:1-11. 

2. The Jewish or ecclesiastical trial, 18:12-27. 

3. The Roman or civil trial, 18:28-19:16. 

4. His death and burial, 19:17 end. 

IV. The Testimony of His Resurrection and Manifestation, Chs. 20-21. 

1. His resurrection and manifestation to his disciples, Ch. 20. 

2. Further manifestations and instructions to his disciples, Ch. 21. 
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For Study and Discussion. 
 
(1) The events and discourses connected with each feast mentioned 
above. (2) The seven lines of testimony mentioned above. List exam-
ples of each. (3) The following miracles as "signs," pointing out what 
they symbolize about Jesus: (a) The Cana miracle, 2:1-11; (b) The no-
bleman's son, 4:48-54; (c) The impotent man, 5:1-16; (d) Feeding five 
thousand, 6:3-14; (e) Walking on the sea, 6:16-20; (f) Healing the blind 
man, 9:1-16; read all the chapter; (g) Raising Lazarus, Ch. 11; (h) The 
draft of fishes, 21:1-11. (4) The following discourses: (a) The conversa-
tion with Nicodemus, Ch. 3; (b) The conversation with the woman at 
the well, Ch. 4; (c) The discourse on the shepherd and the sheep, Ch. 
10; (d) The discussions of chapter 13; (e) The discourse on the vine, Ch. 
15; (f) The Lord's prayer, Ch. 17. (5) From the following passages find 
the cause or explanation of unbelief, 1:45; 3:11, 19, 20; 5:16, 40, 42, 
44; 6:42, 52; 7:41, 42, 48; 8:13, 14, 45; 12:26, 44; 20:9. (6) From the 
following study the results of unbelief, 3:18, 20, 36; 4:13, 14; 6:35, 53, 
58; 8:19, 34, 55; 14:1, 28; 15:5; 16:6, 9. (7) Make a list of all the night 
scenes of the book and study them. (8) Study each instance of someone 
worshiping Jesus. (9) Name each chapter of the book so as to indicate 
some important event in it-as the vine chapter or Good Shepherd chap-
ter. (10) Find where and how many times each of the following words 
and phrases occurs and study them as time will admit. (1) Eternal life, 
17 times, only 18 in all the other gospels, (2) believe, (3) believe on, (4) 
sent, (5) life, (6) sign or signs (Revised version), (7) work or works, (8) 
John the Baptist, (9) verily, always double and used by Jesus, (10) re-
ceive, received, etc., (11) witness, or testify, testimony, etc.. (12) truth, 
(13) manifest, manifested, (14) "I am" (spoken by Jesus). 
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The Gospel of John 
From Eerdmans’ Family Encyclopedia of the Bible 
 
John’s Gospel – the fourth New Testament account of Jesus’ life—
stands apart from the other three.  It was probably written last, possibly 
around AD 90.  It is more concerned with the meaning of events than 
with the events themselves, which were presumably well known at that 
time. 
 
John’s Gospel begins with Jesus as the “Word” of God, existing before 
time itself, yet born in time as man. 
 
In Jesus (the Word) God speaks to man.  The Gospel was written in or-
der that you (the reader) may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through your faith in him you may have life. 
 
John 20:31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through 
his name. 
 
The Gospel probably contains the reminiscences of John, the brother of 
James and one of the closest of Jesus’ twelve friends.  In the Gospel 
John is not mentioned by name.  He appears only as “the disciple whom 
Jesus loved”.  It may have been actually written down by a secretary. 
 
After the opening passage presenting Jesus as the “Word” OF God (1:1-
18) the Gospel goes on to describe a number of miracles which show 
that he really is the promised Savior (chapters 2-12).  The story of his 
preaching and teaching is arranged so that each miracle is followed by 
an explanation and discussion.  John also shows how some people be-
lieved, but others rejected Jesus.  He does not recount any of Jesus’ par-
ables. 
 
Chapters 13-19 tell of Jesus’ last days with his disciples in Jerusalem.  
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They recall his words of encouragement and teaching to his followers 
before his death on the cross.  Chapters 20-21 describe some of the 
times when Jesus was seen by his followers after he rose from the dead. 
 
John understands the miracles as “signs” showing who Jesus was.   He 
also uses a series of common things to point to hidden truths about Je-
sus: water, bread, light, the shepherd and the vine.  The famous “I 
am…” statements come in John’s Gospel.  He presents Jesus as the 
way, the truth and the life. 
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John the Apostle 
From Eerdmans’ Family Encyclopedia of the Bible 
 
Like his father, Zebedee, and his brother James, John was a fisherman.  
He was probably a follower of John the Baptist before Jesus called him 
to become his disciple.  Jesus nicknamed John and James “sons of thun-
der” because they were quick tempered.  Peter, James and John were 
especially close to Jesus.  John was with Jesus when he brought Jairus’s 
daughter back from the dead.  He was Jesus’ glory at the transfigura-
tion, and was with him in the Garden of Gethsemane just before his 
death.  John’s name is not mentioned in the Gospel of John, but he is al-
most certainly “the disciple whom Jesus loved”, the one who was close 
to Jesus at the last supper and to whom Jesus spoke from the cross, and 
told to look after his mother.  After Jesus had ascended into heaven 
John, with Peter, became a leader of the church in Jerusalem.  He was 
still in Jerusalem fourteen years after Paul was converted.  There is a 
tradition that John lived in Ephesus until he was very old.  If he is the 
same John who wrote the Revelation he must also have been exiled to 
the island of Patmos.  The Gospel of John was written to bring men to 
faith.  Three New Testament letters also bear John’s name. 
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John,  
From “Fox’s Book of Martyrs” 
 
The "beloved disciple," was brother to James the Great. The churches 
of Smyrna, Pergamos, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, and Thyatira, 
were founded by him. From Ephesus he was ordered to be sent to 
Rome, where it is affirmed he was cast into a cauldron of boiling oil. 
He escaped by miracle, without injury. Domitian afterwards banished 
him to the Isle of Patmos, where he wrote the Book of Revelation. 
Nerva, the successor of Domitian, recalled him. He was the only apostle 
who escaped a violent death. 


