A study of the Book Of John

Information compiled by Susan Godfrey for the gretydy hosted at:
http.//www.susangodfrey.blogspot.com

We will be using the Ebook Bible Study
“The Gospel of John: Evidences for Belief” by Gdiaglor
You can download the ebook for FREE at:
http://www.padfield.com/acrobat/taylor/john-gospéelf.

Bible Study Chats are held each Thursday at 12000 iCST in the
Homemaker’s Central chat room located at:
http://www.meez.com/roomz.dm?
act=view&room id=drl1.B45MCb5nSpRb







Table of Contents

The Gospel of John—Information from the “Thompsorai@h
Reference Study Bible”

John—"The Bible Book by Book” by J.B. Tidell

John—From “Eerdmans’ Family Encyclopedia of t
he Bible”

John the Apostle—From “Eerdmans’ Family Encyclopesh
the Bible”

John—"Fox’s Book of Martyrs”

12

18

20
21



The Gospel of John
From Thompson Chain Reference Study Bible

AUTHOR: The Apostle John
DATE WRITTEN: Uncertain. Probably late in the first century.
PURPOSE:To inspire faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of.God

TO WHOM WRITTEN: Seekers, who want to examine the life of Je-
sus Christ; and believers who would be strenthémdakir faith.

MAIN THEME: An encounter with Jesus Christ demands a response

Those who believe have eternal life, but those vepect Him are under

the condemnation of God,
Joh 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlastirgg lif
and he that believeth not the Son shall not segliiit the
wrath of God abideth on him.
Joh 5:24Verily, verily, | sayuntoyou, He that hearetimy
word, andbelievethon him that sentme, hatheverlastindife,
andshallnot comeinto condemnationbutis passedrom death
untolife. Joh 5:25Verily, verily, | sayuntoyou, Thehouris
coming,andnowis, whenthe deadshallhearthevoice of the
Sonof God:andthey that heashalllive. Joh 5:26 Forasthe
Fatherhathlife in himself;sohathhegivento the Sonto have
life in himself; Joh 5:27 And hathgivenhim authorityto exe-
cutejudgmentalso,becausédeis the Sonof man.Joh 5:28
Marvel notatthis: for thehouris coming,in thewhich all that
arein thegravesshallhearhis voice,Joh 5:29And shallcome
forth; they that have dongood,untotheresurrectiorof life;
andthey that have donevil, untotheresurrectiorof damna-
tion.
Joh 10:27My sheephearmy voice,and Iknow them,andthey
follow me:Joh 10:28And I give untothemeternallife; and
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theyshallneverperish,neithershallany manpluck themout of
my hand.Joh 10:29My Fatherwhich gavethemme,is greater
thanall; andno manis ableto pluck themout of my Father's
hand.

KEY WORD: Believe.

KEY VERSE: Joh 20:31But these are written, that ye might believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; andablatving ye might
have life through his name.

SYNOPSIS:
l.  ANALYSIS

(1)The Prologue. The eternal word incarnate, 1:1-18
(2)The manifestation of Christ’s diviniy to the world accom-
panied by a six fold testimony. That of John tlaptst, the
Holy Spirit, the disciples, Christ's mighty workbe Father,
and the Scriptures, 1:19-12:50.
(3)The private revelation and instruction to the disciples, 13-
17
(4)His humilation and triumph over death, 18-20
(5)The epilogue 21:1-23
See also John’ Portrait of Christ, 4303 and the BfeChrist’s Life,
4308

|.  DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

(1) It is considered by many to be the deeper aost spiritual
book in the Bible.

(2)In it Christ gives a more complete revelatidtHomself and of
God than in the Synoptic Gospels.
(a) Of His person and attributes. See the | AmGluist, 4166
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(b)Of his divinity,
Joh 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.
Joh 10:301 andmyFatherareone.Joh 10:31Then the
Jews took up stones again to stone Wiom 10:32 Jesus
answered theniiany goodworkshavel showedyou
from my Father;for which of thoseworksdo ye stone
me?Joh 10:33The Jews answered him, saying, For a
good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy;lad
cause that thou, being a man, makest thyself Gad.
10:34 Jesus answered themjt notwrittenin yourlaw,
| said,Ye aregodsJoh 10:35If hecalledthemgods,unto
whomtheword of Godcame,andthe Scripturecannotbe
broken;Joh 10:36Sayye of him, whomthe Fatherhath
sanctified,andsentinto theworld, Thoublasphemeste-
causd said,| amthe Sonof God?Joh 10:37If | do not
theworksof my Fatherbelievemenot. Joh 10:38But if
| do, thoughye believenot me, believetheworks:thatye
mayknow, andbelieve thatthe Fathens in me,and lin
him.
Joh 12:45And he that seetme seethhim that senime.
Joh 14:71f ye hadknownme,ye shouldhaveknown my
Fatheralso:andfrom henceforthye know him, andhave
seerhim. Joh 14:8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us
the Father, and it sufficeth ukoh 14:9 Jesus saith unto
him, Havel beenso longtime with you, andyet hastthou
notknownme, Philip? he that hath seene hathseerthe
Father,andhow sayesthouthen,Showusthe Father?
Joh 16:15All things thatthe Fatherhatharemine:there-
fore saidl, thathe shalltakeof mine,andshallshowit
untoyou.

(a) Of the work of the Holy Spirit. See the 6'%, B’s of the

Holy Spirit, 4165
(b)Of His own diving commission. For examplethie fifth
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chapter He declares Himself to be sent from Godigizs.

Joh 5:23Thatall menshouldhonorthe Son,even aghey
honorthe Father.He that honorethotthe Sonhonoreth
notthe Fatherwhich hath senhim.
Joh 5:24 Verily, verily, | sayuntoyou, He that heareth
my word, andbelievethon him that senime, hathever-
lastinglife, andshallnot comeinto condemnationbutis
passedrom deathuntolife.
Joh 5:301 canof mine own selflo nothing:asl hear,l
judge:andmy judgments just; because¢ seeknot mine
ownwill, butthewill of the Fatherwhich hathsentme.
Joh 5:36But | havegreatemwitnessthanthat of John:for
theworkswhich the Fatherhathgiven meto finish, the
sameworksthatl do, bear withesef me,thatthe Father
hathsentme
Joh 5:37And the Fatherhimself,which hath sente,
hathborne witnes®f me.Ye haveneitherheardhis voice
at any timenor seenhis shape.
Joh 5:38And ye havenot his word abidingin you: for
whomhe hathsent,him ye believenot.

(a) Of the Fatherhood of God. Christ speaks of &otiThe

Father” over one hundred times.

God is the Spiritual FatherJoh 4:23Butthehour
cometh,andnow is, whenthetrue worshipersshallwor-
shipthe Fathern spirit andin truth: for the Father
seeketrsuchto worshiphim.
He is the life-giving FatherJoh 5:21 Forasthe Father
raiseth ughe dead,andquickeneththem even sdhe Son
guickenethwhomhewill.
The message is the Father&oh 7:16 Jesus answered
them, and saidyly doctrineis not mine,buthis that sent
me.
The Father is greater than alleh 10:29My Father,
which gavethemme, is greaterthanall; andno manis
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ableto pluck themout of my Father'shand.

The works are the Father’'sieh 14:23Jesus answered
and said unto himf a manlove me,hewill keepmy
words:andmy Fatherwill love him, andwe will come
untohim, andmakeour abodewith him.

The Eternal FatherJoh 17:5And now, O Fatherglorify
thoumewith thine own seliwith theglory which| had
with theebeforetheworld was.

The Holy Father Joh 17:11And now | amno morein
theworld, butthesearein theworld, andl cometo thee.
Holy Father keepthroughthine ownnamethosewhom
thouhastgivenme,thatthey maybeone,aswe are.

The Righteous Fatherdoh 17:250 righteousFatherthe
world hathnotknownthee:butl haveknownthee,and
thesehaveknownthatthou hastsentme.

(1)Perhaps the most notable of all the peculewiaf this Gospel
is the fact that over one half of the space inaibek is given to
the events of Christ’s life and His saying durinig kst days.

(2) Discourses and conversations found only in John
- Nicodemus — John 3:1-21

With the Woman of Samaria, 4:1-26

The discourse to the Jews at the Feast of Booth4;3D;
8:3-58

The parable of the Good Shepherd, 10

The series of private instructions to the discipkis com-
forting words and intercessory prayer, 14-17

His meeting with the disciples at the Sea of Galil&lL

(1)John records eight miracles of Christ (bes{desst’s resur-
rection) to prove His divinity. Six of these amaihd only in
this Gospel

The water made wine, 2:1-11
Healing the nobleman’s son, 4:46-54
Healing the man at the pool, 5:1-9
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ealing the man born blind, 9:1-7

The raising of Lazarus, 11
The second great quantity of fish, 21:2-6
(1) There are two great currents of thought flowtimgpugh the
book which are profitable to follow.

@F

aith

Joh 3:16For Godsolovedtheworld, thathegavehis
only begotterbon,thatwhosoevebelievethin him
shouldnot perish,but haveeverlastindife. Joh 3:17 For
Godsentnot his Soninto theworld to condemrthe
world; butthatthe world throughhim might be saved.
Joh 3:18He that believetlon him is notcondemnedbut
he that believethotis condemnedlreadybecausde
hathnot believedin the nameof the only begotterSonof
God.

Joh 5:24 \Verily, verily, | sayuntoyou, He that heareth
my word, andbelievethon him that sentne, hathever-
lastinglife, andshallnotcomeinto condemnationbutis
passedrom deathuntolife.

Joh 6:29 Jesus answered and said unto thEms is the
work of God,thatye believeon him whomhehathsent.
Joh 6:40And thisis thewill of him that senime,that
every onewhich seettlthe Son,andbelievethon him,
may haveeverlastindife: andl will raise him upatthe
lastday.

Joh 7:38He that believetlon me,asthe Scripturehath
said,out of his belly shallflow riversof living water.
Joh 8:241 saidthereforeuntoyou, thatye shalldie in
your sins:for if ye believenotthatl amhe,ye shalldiein
your sins.

Joh 10:371f | do nottheworksof my Fatherbelieveme
not.Joh 10:38Butif | do,thoughye believenot me, be-
lieve theworks:thatye mayknow, andbelieve,thatthe
Fatheris in me,and lin him.
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Joh 11:25Jesus said unto hérmmtheresurrectionand
thelife: he that believetin me,thoughhewere deadyet
shallhelive: Joh 11:26And whosoevetiveth andbeliev-
ethin meshallneverdie. Believestthouthis?Joh 11:27
She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: | believe that tlaoithe
Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the
world.
Joh 12:461 amcomeallight into theworld, thatwhoso-
everbelievethon me shouldnot abidein darkness.
Joh 14:12Verily, verily, | sayuntoyou, He that believeth
on me,theworksthatl doshallhe do alsoandgreater
worksthantheseshallhedo; becausé¢ go untomy Fa-
ther.

(a) Eternal Life
Joh 3:15Thatwhosoevebelievethin him shouldnot
perish,but haveeternallife. Joh 3:16 For Godsoloved
theworld, thathe gavehis only begotterSon,thatwho-
soevelbelievethin him shouldnot perish,but haveever-
lastinglife.
Joh 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life: and he that believeth not the Son shall et Ife;
but the wrath of God abideth on him.
Joh 4:14But whosoevedrinkethof thewaterthat! shall
give him shallneverthirst; butthe waterthat!| shallgive
him shallbein him awell of waterspringing upnto ev-
erlastinglife.
Joh 5:24Verily, verily, | sayuntoyou, He that heareth
my word, andbelievethon him that sente, hathever-
lastinglife, andshallnot comeinto condemnationbutis
passedrom deathuntolife.
Joh 6:27 Labornotfor the meatwhich perishethbutfor
thatmeatwhich enduretluntoeverlastindife, whichthe
Sonof manshallgive untoyou: for him hathGodthe Fa-
thersealed
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Joh 6:511 amtheliving breadwhich came dowifrom
heavenif any manreatof this bread heshalllive forever:
andthebreadthat! will giveis my flesh,which| will

give for thelife of theworld.

Joh 11:26And whosoevetiveth andbelievethin me
shallneverdie. Believestthouthis?

Joh 12:50And | know thathis commandmenis life ev-
erlasting:.whatsoevet speakthereforeeven agthe Father
saiduntome,sol speak.

Joh 17:3And thisis life eternalthatthey mightknow
theetheonly true God,andJesusChrist,whomthouhast
sent.

Joh 20:31But these are written, that ye might believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; andablegving
ye might have life through his name.

PROMINENT PEOPLE: Jesus, John the Baptist, the disciples,
Mary—Mother of Jesus, Mary, Martha, Lazarus, Pilate
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John.
From “The Bible Book by Book” by J.B. Tidell

The Author. From the evidence found in the gospelmay learn sev-
eral things about the author. (Ihat he was a Jewhis is seen in his
evident knowledge of Jewish opinions concernindhssutbjects as the
Messiah, and his knowledge of their customs, ssdhe purification.
(2) He was an eye-witness to most of what he reldtas is seen in his
exact knowledge of time, as to the hour or timdaf a thing occurred,;
in his knowledge of the number of persons or thimgsent, as the di-
vision of his garments into four parts; in the divess of the narrative
which he could hardly have had without first havesgn it all. (3He
was an apostleThis is seen in his knowledge of the thoughtghefdis-
ciples (2:11, 17); in his knowledge of the privetards of the disciples
to Jesus and among themselves (4:31, 33, etds knowledge of the
private resorts of the disciples (11:54. etc.); anlis knowledge of the
Lord's motives, etc. (2:24-25, etc.); and in hiswtedge of Christ's
feelings (11:33). (4He was the son of Zebed@éar. 1:19-20), and was
probably one of John's two disciples whom he tutieetesus (1- 40).
(5) He is one of the three most prominent of the apgdiking several
times especially honored (Matt. 17:1-3. etc.), sgkominent in the
work of the church after Christ's ascension, a$ agin all their work
before his death: ()e also wrote three epistles and Revelatida
outlived all the other apostles and is supposédtht@ died on the Isle
of Patmos as an exile about 100 A.D.

The Times and Circumstances of the Writings. Tlagseso different
from those which influenced the other evangelisét bne can hardly
escape the feeling that John's gospel is coloreardingly. The gospel
had been preached in all the Roman empire and t@imity was no
longer considered a Jewish sect, attached to thagégue. Jerusalem
had been overthrown and the temple destroyed. {Zimsshad been
sorely persecuted, but had achieved great triunmpimany lands. Al
the rest of the New Testament except Revelationbeaa written.
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Some had arisen, who disputed the deity of Jesdisvaiie the gospel
IS not a mere polemic against that false teachimpes, by establishing
the true teaching thoroughly undermine the falsepkirhaps wrote to
Christians of all nationalities, whose history Hmdthis time been en-
riched by the blood of martyrs for the faith. Ireddeof the Messiah in
whom Jews would find a Savior or the mighty workewhom the Ro-
man would find him, or the Ideal Man in whom thes€ks would find
him. John wrote concerning the eternal, Incarnatedvih whose Spiri-
tual Kingdom each, having lost his narrowness aadht prejudice,
could be forever united.

The Style and the Plan.

This gospel differs from the others in language pliad. It is both pro-
found and simple and has several elements of ag/fellows: (1) Sim-
plicity. The sentences are short and connectesbgdmate conjunc-
tions. There are but few direct quotations, andféwtdependent sen-
tences, and most of them show the sequence ofsthéiitper as a cause
or a purpose. (2) Sameness. This arises from thieochef treating
each step in the narrative as if isolated and s¢p&mom all the rest
rather than merging it into the complete whole.R8petition, whether
in the narrative proper or in the quoted wordshefitord, is very fre-
guent. The following examples will illustrate thi$n the beginning
was the word and the word was with God and the was God." "The
light shineth in darkness and the darkness compudib it not." "l am
the Good Shepherd; the Good Shepherd giveth kis idesus then,
when he saw her weeping and the Jews that wereingeefih her." "If

| bear withess of myself my witness is not trueefénis another that
beareth withess of me; and | know that the witvesigeh he witnesseth
of me is true." Let the student gather a list b6ath repetitions. (4)
Parallelism or statements expressing the same or simildigysuch as
the following are common. "Peace | leave with yow, peace | give
unto you"; "Let not your heart be troubled, neitlent be afraid"; "l
give unto them eternal life and they shall neveirgbe' This parallel-
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ism, which at the same time becomes repetitioggén in the way a
subject or conclusion is stated and, after elamoratestated in a new
and enlarged view, thus teaching the truth in agaly unfolding
beauty and force. An illustration is found in thatement, "l will raise
him up in the last day," 6, 39, 70, 44. (&)ntrasts The plan is more
simple and more easily seen all along than isdghahy other of the
Evangelists. On the one hand, he shows how lovdaithdare devel-
oped in the believer until, in the end, Thomas, wias the most doubt-
ful of all, could exclaim, "My Lord and my God." Qhe other hand, he
shows the unbeliever advanced from mere indiffexd¢ac@ positive ha-
tred that culminated in the crucifixion. This pusgas carried out by a
process of contrasting and separating things tieab@posites, such as
(a) Light and darkness, (b) Truth and falsehoodG@od and evil, (d)
Life and death, (e) God and Satan. In all of tHesés convincing his
reader that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God.

Characteristics and Purpose.

1. It Is a Gospel of the Feasts. Indeed, if subfram it those miracles
and teachings and other works performed in conmeetith the
feasts, we should have only a few fragments ldfe Falue of the
book would be destroyed and the most beautifulthagrofoundest
teachings of the gospel lost.

The student will do well from the following list ééasts to endeavor to group around each all tiat J
records as occurring in connection with it. (1) Heast of the Passover (2:13, 23), First Passévé,

27. (2) A Feast of the Jews (5:1), probably Pu(Bh.Passover a Feast of the Jews (6:4), Second Pass
over, A. D. 28. (4) Feast of the Tabernacles ({®)Feast of the Dedication (10:22). (6) Passover
(11:55-56; 12:1, 12, 20; 13:29; 18:28). Third PasspA. D. 29.

1. It Is a Gospel of Testimony. John writes to grdivat Jesus is the
Christ. He assumes the attitude of a lawyer bedgrey and intro-
duces testimony until he fells certain of his casd then closes the
testimony with the assurance that much more coaldftered if it
seemed necessary. There are seven lines of testiti)he testi-
mony of John the Baptist. (2) The testimony of @i@rbther indi-
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viduals. (3) The testimony of Jesus' works. (4) Tdstimony of Je-
sus himself (see the | am's). (5) The testimonyefscripture. (6)
The testimony of the Father. (7) The testimonyhef iHoly Spirit.

. It Is of Gospel of Belief. The purpose beingtoduce belief there
are given: numerous examples of belief, showinggtiogth of faith;
the secret of faith, such as hearing or receiviregwiord; the results
of faith, such as eternal life, freedom, peace, groetc.

. It Is a Spiritual Gospel. It represents the @eaepediations of John,
which are shaped so as to establish a great deattnch, instead of
history, became his great impulse. To John "hisi®doctrine" and
he reviews it in the light of its spiritual integtation. It furnished a
great bulwark against the Gnostic teachers, whochatk to deny
the diety of Jesus. He also emphasized and elabtia¢ humanity
of Jesus. His whole purpose is "not so much theiisrecord of the
facts as the development of their inmost meaning."

. It Is a Gospel of Symbolism. John was a mysit @elighted in
mystic symbols. The whole book speaks in the laggud symbols.
The mystic numbers three and seven prevail throuigihe book not
only in the things and sayings recorded but inaitteangement of
topics. Each of the Eight Miracles is used forigrisor symbol, as
the feeding of the five thousand in which Jesusappas the bread
or support of life. The great allegories of the G&hepherd, the
sheep-fold and the vine; the names used to desigeaus as the
Word, Light, the Way, the Truth, the Life, etcl, ghow how the
whole gospel is penetrated with a spirit of symbodipresentation.

. It Is the Gospel of the Incarnation. "Matthevplkains his messianic
function; Mark his active works and Luke his chaga@as Savior."
John magnifies his person and everywhere makesau4tse word
made flesh." God is at no great distance form eshé&s become
flesh. The word has come as the Incarnate Mans,Jd#sa Incarnate
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Man, is God and as such fills the whole book, lajtrrevertheless,
hungers and thirsts and knows human experience h@®dome
down to man to enable him to rise up to God.

Subject: Jesus, the Christ, God's Son.

Analysis.
Introduction or prologue, 1:1-18.

(1) The divine nature of the word. 1-5.

(2) The manifestation of the word as the world'gi@a6-18.
|. The Testimony of His Great Public Ministry, 1:12 end.
1. He is revealed, 1:19-2:12.

2. He is recognized, 2:13-3 end.
3. He is antagonized, Chs. 5-11.

4. He is honored, Ch. 12.

ll. The Testimony of His Private Ministry with HBisciples, Chs. 13-
17.

1. He teaches and comforts his disciples, Chs.6G13-1

2. He prays for his disciples, Ch. 17.
lll. The Testimony of His Passion. Chs. 18-19.
1. His betrayal, 18:1-11.

2. The Jewish or ecclesiastical trial, 18:12-27.
3. The Roman or civil trial, 18:28-19:16.

4. His death and burial, 19:17 end.
IV. The Testimony of His Resurrection and Maniféista Chs. 20-21.
1. His resurrection and manifestation to his diegpCh. 20.

2. Further manifestations and instructions to ssigdles, Ch. 21.
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For Study and Discussion.

(1) The events and discourses connected with ezt mentioned
above. (2) The seven lines of testimony mentiorExvea. List exam-
ples of each. (3) The following miracles as "sigp®inting out what
they symbolize about Jesus: (a) The Cana miracdlel?, (b) The no-
bleman's son, 4:48-54; (c) The impotent man, 5;1(d6Feeding five
thousand, 6:3-14; (e) Walking on the sea, 6:16®ealing the blind
man, 9:1-16; read all the chapter; (g) Raising kagaCh. 11; (h) The
draft of fishes, 21:1-11. (4) The following disceas: (a) The conversa-
tion with Nicodemus, Ch. 3; (b) The conversatiotivthe woman at
the well, Ch. 4; (c) The discourse on the shephadithe sheep, Ch.
10; (d) The discussions of chapter 13; (e) Theadisse on the vine, Ch.
15; (f) The Lord's prayer, Ch. 17. (5) From thddwling passages find
the cause or explanation of unbelief, 1:45; 3:81,2D; 5:16, 40, 42,
44, 6:42,52; 7:41, 42, 48; 8:13, 14, 45; 12:26,2019. (6) From the
following study the results of unbelief, 3:18, 36, 4:13, 14; 6:35, 53,
58; 8:19, 34, 55; 14:1, 28; 15:5; 16:6, 9. (7) Makest of all the night
scenes of the book and study them. (8) Study eesthrice of someone
worshiping Jesus. (9) Name each chapter of the bodas to indicate
some important event in it-as the vine chapter @odsShepherd chap-
ter. (10) Find where and how many times each ofdhewing words
and phrases occurs and study them as time willtadiyiEternal life,
17 times, only 18 in all the other gospels, (2)éad, (3) believe on, (4)
sent, (5) life, (6) sign or signs (Revised versjdid) work or works, (8)
John the Baptist, (9) verily, always double anddusg Jesus, (10) re-
ceive, received, etc., (11) witness, or testifgtitaony, etc.. (12) truth,
(13) manifest, manifested, (14) "I am" (spoken ésusk).
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The Gospel of John
From Eerdmans’ Family Encyclopedia of the Bible

John’s Gospel — the fourth New Testament accoudéesiis’ life—
stands apart from the other three. It was probafbilyen last, possibly
around AD 90. Itis more concerned with the megmhevents than
with the events themselves, which were presumaklykmown at that
time.

John’s Gospel begins with Jesus as the “Word” af ,&xisting before
time itself, yet born in time as man.

In Jesus (the Word) God speaks to man. The Geggelritten in or-
der that you (the reader) may believe that Jestneidessiah, the Son
of God, and that through your faith in him you nieaye life.

John 20:31But these are written, that ye might believe tlestus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye migdate life through
his name.

The Gospel probably contains the reminiscenceslufi,he brother of
James and one of the closest of Jesus’ twelvedsiein the Gospel
John is not mentioned by name. He appears oriyhagslisciple whom
Jesus loved”. It may have been actually writtewrdby a secretary.

After the opening passage presenting Jesus af\thel” OF God (1:1-
18) the Gospel goes on to describe a number othasavhich show
that he really is the promised Savior (chapter2R-The story of his
preaching and teaching is arranged so that eaccthniis followed by
an explanation and discussion. John also showssbaove people be-
lieved, but others rejected Jesus. He does notiré@ny of Jesus’ par-
ables.

Chapters 13-19 tell of Jesus’ last days with hegigies in Jerusalem.
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They recall his words of encouragement and teadaifgs followers
before his death on the cross. Chapters 20-2¥idesome of the
times when Jesus was seen by his followers aftengefrom the dead.

John understands the miracles as “signs” showing Jeisus was. He
also uses a series of common things to point tadmdruths about Je-
sus: water, bread, light, the shepherd and the viine famous “I
am...” statements come in John’s Gospel. He predestss as the
way, the truth and the life.
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John the Apostle
From Eerdmans’ Family Encyclopedia of the Bible

Like his father, Zebedee, and his brother Jamds) d@s a fisherman.
He was probably a follower of John the Baptist beftesus called him
to become his disciple. Jesus nicknamed Johnamds)“sons of thun-
der” because they were quick tempered. Peter,slanekJohn were
especially close to Jesus. John was with Jesus idérought Jairus’s
daughter back from the dead. He was Jesus’ gtdhearansfigura-
tion, and was with him in the Garden of Gethsenjasebefore his
death. John’s name is not mentioned in the Gasp#hn, but he is al-
most certainly “the disciple whom Jesus loved”, tine who was close
to Jesus at the last supper and to whom Jesus fpokéhe cross, and
told to look after his mother. After Jesus hadeasied into heaven
John, with Peter, became a leader of the churdkmmsalem. He was
still in Jerusalem fourteen years after Paul wawveded. There is a
tradition that John lived in Ephesus until he wasnold. If he is the
same John who wrote the Revelation he must alse been exiled to
the island of Patmos. The Gospel of John wasemriib bring men to
faith. Three New Testament letters also bear 3omane.
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John,
From “Fox’s Book of Martyrs”

The "beloved disciple," was brother to James theaGiThe churches
of Smyrna, Pergamos, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodeea Thyatira,
were founded by him. From Ephesus he was orderbd s&nt to
Rome, where it is affirmed he was cast into a gamaf boiling oil.

He escaped by miracle, without injury. Domitiareaftards banished
him to the Isle of Patmos, where he wrote the BafoRevelation.
Nerva, the successor of Domitian, recalled himwds the only apostle
who escaped a violent death.
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