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INTRODUCTION

Of all the topics IÕve ever felt compelled to write about Ð some 700 articles and 14 
booklets since 1999 Ð why this one, Lord? IÕll never forget the day He dropped this 
subject into my spirit. ÒSurely,Ó I tried to convince myself, Òthis was last nightÕs 
pizza talking.Ó

I pooh-poohed the notion and tried to get on with my routine. 

Nope. 

WasnÕt happeninÕ. No, God had given me a directive and I could see that I would 
not rest until I carried out my orders.

ÒAye, aye, CapÕn!Ó was all He wanted to hear from me. 

Sigh                                                                                              .

Instinctively, I knew this message was important to the Father. He apparently had 
something He wanted His children to know. Because youÕre reading this NOW, 
IÕm 100% certain that what He desired included YOU!

So, with fear and trepidation, I actually tested some of these writings. In most 
every instance, the initial comment has been directed at the title followed by a sort 
of, ÒIÕm so glad somebody finally said that,Ó response. 

I really hope this blesses you. 

From start to finish, I slapped this message together in 2 weeks in between my 
other responsibilities. The way it flowed from this one-finger typistÕs keyboard, I 
have no doubt that God wants His people to know what it is so many people hate 
about His SonÉand how incredibly wonderful every one of those beautiful, 
wonderful, lovely attributes actually are.



In all honesty, now that IÕve written this down, if I were leveled by a beer truck 
tonight, I could truly rest in peace, especially now that I know this message is in 
YOUR hands. 

Pass it on. 

Bless somebody.

Every blessing,

Michael Tummillo



HERE’S WHAT PEOPLE HAVE SAID
ABOUT THIS BOOK...

 ÒAfter reading your eBook, the Ò8 things I hate about JesusÓÉI thought it was 
greatÉ entertaining, informative, and thought provoking! I can see this book 
releasing many a Christian from all kinds of bondage. God Bless you.Ó 
Dr.Eddie Salyer, D.C.

ÒThis is an incredible article! I love that you are taking legalism issues that many 
Christians "discuss" (ah hem) and bringing the light of God's Truth to themÉ I am 
a bit uncomfortable with the title, though I'm sure it will draw many in... I pray that 
the Lord will use you and your ministry to grow the believers in His truth, as well 
as capture the attention of many agnostics along the way.Ó 
Laura Shaw 

ÒWow, of course the title drew me in, but the topic is awesome...Thanks for not 
giving into the apprehension you had at first.Ó 
Debbie Wistrom

ÒThis series is truly something that is given to you by God. Amen and Amen!Ó 
Dave Cox 

ÒThe book is so compelling I couldn't stop reading once I started. I was so blessed 
by this incredible little book that I read it TWICE and was blessed BOTH times!"
Sabrina Conley



Thing #1: His attitude toward Drinking 

Jesus drank wine. 

Apparently, He WAS observed drinking SOMETHING by somebody. Luke 7:34 
reveals Jesus, saying about Himself, ÒThe Son of Man has come eating and 
drinking, and you say, ÔLook, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners!ÕÓ Even if He did drink, itÕs not so unusual; thatÕs something Jews did, 
after all. Such was their culture. Today, our own deeply spiritual Christian friends 
from England and Germany will drink beer and wine while their American Bible 
Belt brethren get their knickers in a twist. It seems Jesus is STILL stepping on the 
toes of religious spirits today just as He did then. 

Lest anyone attempt to accuse me of justifying my own drinking habit, fact is, I'm 
not a drinker. It doesnÕt make me any better than anybody else, but itÕs true. My 
life-long cumulative consumption of wine is about a half bottle while I've partaken 
of six beers in my life, all at the same time, I might add, when I was in high school. 
But I don't like turnips either. Hey, did you know that Charles Spurgeon smoked? 
ThatÕs another issue. Point is, the truth of Scripture regarding drinking has been 
watered-down, in fact, made a point of controversy and separation, in The Church. 

And the world is watching. 

I recall a funny story about two church ladies who are chatting over a cup of 
coffee. One says, ÒDid you know that Jesus drank wine?Ó The other scowled and 
replied, ÒYesÉI never DID like that about Jesus!Ó 

In the Old Testament, God's Law allowed yayin (wine) and shekar (strong drink) to 
be purchased with the Tithe of Rejoicing and to be drunk before the Lord. "You 
shall spend that money for whatever your heart desires: for oxen or sheep, for wine 
or strong drink, for whatever your heart desires; you shall eat there before the 
LORD your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your household," (Deut. 14:26). 

Have you ever read that before? 

In the New Testament, all recorded prohibitions to drinking wine seem to refer to 
either (A) immoderate consumption or (B) to abusers: "Be not drunk with 
wine" (Eph. 5:18). "Do not be with heavy drinkers" (Prov. 23:20). "Do not be 
addicted to wine" (I Tim. 3:8; Tit.2:3). "Do not linger long over wine" (Prov. 



23:30). When all is said and done, I can't help but feel that we Christians must 
distinguish the use of these beverages from their abuse. 

Sometimes in Scripture, gluttonous eating is paralleled with immoderate drinking 
of wine (Deut. 21:20; Prov. 23:21), but we can find nowhere in the Bible where 
eating food is prohibited. Thank you, Jesus! 

At other times in Scripture, sexual perversion is paralleled with drunkenness 
(Rom 13:13; I Pet 4:3). Yet, if ALL sexual activity were condemned, well...you and 
I wouldn't be here. 

Wealth often becomes a snare to many as well (I Tim. 6:9-11), but the Scriptures 
do not make a blanket decree against its pursuit (Job 42:10-17). Let's see a 
Prosperity Evangelist preach AGAINST the acquisition of money! ThatÕll be a cold 
day on Padre Island. 

The Scriptures pull no punches in commending wine, nor do they hold back on 
illustrating stories that involve its consumption in Biblical days. Wine is set before 
the saints as blessing and gladness (Deut 14:26; Ps.104:14-15), even though it may 
be, to the immoderate and wicked, a mocker and curse (Prov. 20:1; 23:29). It 
would seem to me that all the self-righteous finger-pointing we engage ourselves in 
today does very little in the way of making the non-Christian jealous for what we 
say we've found in Christ, the One who turned the water into wine, incidentally, 
His first miracle. 

The Great Commission, set forth by Jesus Christ Ð the One who came Òeating and 
drinkingÓ - was a directive to each of us to go and make disciples. He commanded 
us to love God with everything we have and to love and serve one another. As 
followers of Christ, are we teaching those who are watching us to condemn and 
even detest those who are not like us, or are we teaching them to love everybody 
without condition, planting all the seeds of grace necessary to make our faith 
attractive enough so that they will want run to Jesus at their own proper moment of 
harvest? 

The hurting world is looking on...and they're repulsed by hearts and mouths full of 
denominational do's and don'ts.

A friend once asked me if I would teach at a Bible Study, Brisket and Beer 
gathering for a bunch of misfits who won't step foot in a church but are drawn to 
her because she loves them. 



We havenÕt done this yet but what would Jesus do? I should say, ÒWhat WILL 
Jesus doÉ,Ó Christ in me, the hope of glory, that is.



Thing #2: Something about His Name 

All my life, IÕve heard Christians repeating the phrases, ÒNo other name 
but the Name of JesusÓ or ÒIn the Name of Jesus.Ó I've used those phrases a few 
times myself. Then, one day, a woman handed me a brochure stating that we 
Christians were all destined for Hell because, after all, the name in which we had 
misplaced our trust was NOT "JesusÓ but ÒYeshua!Ó 

I argued, ÒWhat if IÕm from Mexico and I cannot easily or accurately pronounce 
the ÒYÓ sound and wind up saying ÒJEH-shua.Ó Am I doomed to Hell, or does God 
give Hispanics points for trying?Ó While she pondered the thought, I continued, 
ÒWhat if IÕm a deaf mute and canÕt say anything at all? Does God grade on a 
curve?Ó She had no answers, just a puzzled expression. 

Earlier this week, when I ministered by phone to people from a Muslim 
country, whenever I used the name of Jesus, each time, the interpreter was 
translating that Name as something else. Did the name used by the interpreter still 
ÔcountÕ? 

When it comes to the things I hate about Jesus, His Name ranks right near the top. 
No, itÕs not the letters or the sounds they, make when we put them together; itÕs the 
religious bondage that has occurred BECAUSE of that Name. The main 
perpetrators? English-speakers, of course. 

For starters, the name of the babe born in Bethlehem to Mary and Joseph about 
2000 years ago was not pronounced ÒJEE-zusÓ (Did you hear those bubbles 
burst?). Most scholars agree that the common language of the entire region was 
Aramaic and that Jesus probably SPOKE Aramaic and was most likely NAMED in 
Aramaic. The modern transliteration of His Aramaic name into English has been 
written in many forms, including Yeshu', Eesho' or Eshoo. There were, and still are, 
many different, and often contradictory, dialects of Aramaic, making it impossible 
to know for certain how His Name was actually pronounced way back when. 

His Name in Hebrew is commonly transliterated into English as Yeshua, which is a 
Hebrew contraction for the name Yehoshua meaning "Yah is salvation" or "Yah 
saves." Many Biblical references, such as Young's Analytical Concordance, have 
concluded that His Name was Yeshua. Although the spelling "Iesus" or "Iesvs" was 
used in the King James version of the New Testament from 1611 to 1628, by the 
year 1629 the King James version began to adopt the spelling "Jesus." Gradually, 



during the 17th century, the name shifted from "Iesus" to the pronunciation "Jesus" 
that we are still using today. 

Think about thatÉ2,000 years of Christianity and weÕve only been referring to 
Christ as "Jesus" for less than 400 years! 

When Jesus said, ÒI am the way, the truth and the life,Ó do we honestly think He 
was referring to Himself Ð the flesh and blood human man named, Jesus? 

When someone wants to talk to me, Michael Tummillo, they can use any 
number of methods, WAYS, if you will. ThereÕs the phone, eMail, US Mail, 
or they can knock on the door of my home, NONE of which are actually me; 
rather, they are each a way TO me. Likewise, Jesus - who actually referred to 
Himself as Òthe DoorÓ Ð was and is the WAY to the Father; an entrance. 

Am I saying there are many ways to God? Perish the notion! But if we think 
that one man going by that particular name was our in-road to Heaven simply 
because He bore that name, and that we are saved or even empowered in spiritual 
warfare simply because we USE that Name, we are ALL sadly mistaken. In fact, 
the name ÒJesusÓ back then was about as common as the name Bob is today. 

THE RICHNESS OF A COMMON RITUAL  

Most Christians will close a prayer with the phrase "In JesusÕ Name, amen.Ó When 
we do this, what are we saying? 

Prayer "in JesusÕ Name" is taught in John 14:13-14, ÒAnd I will do whatever you 
ask in My Name [however it was pronounced] so that the Son may bring glory to 
the Father. You may ask me for anything in My Name [whatever it was], and I will 
do it.Ó Many Christians mistakenly believe that by saying ÒIn JesusÕ NameÓ at the 
end of a prayer results in God always granting what is asked for. This is essentially 
treating the words Òin JesusÕ NameÓ like Ali Baba using the magic words, ÒOpen 
sesame!Ó 

Biblical scholars point out that the expression "in the name of" originally meant "in 
the spirit of" or "in the manner of." In other words, simply saying "in Jesus' Name," 
doesnÕt mean that a particular prayer really IS in Jesus' Name. Praying in some-
one's name means that we are saying, or agreeing with, the kinds of things that 
person would say or do or those that He taught. For instance, a prayer that is in 
keeping with Jesus' teaching might begin by acknowledging the plight of the poor. 



Jesus singled out the sick, the hungry, the imprisoned, and told His disciples they 
would always find Him among what He described as "the least of these members 
of My family." 

A prayer in Jesus' Name might also include a prayer of blessing for that is in 
keeping with His teaching to love our enemies and to bless those who curse us. 

Praying in Jesus' Name means, basically, praying what Jesus taught us to pray by 
His example. "This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us-
whatever we ask-we know that we have what we asked of Him" (1 John 5:14- 15).  
Essentially, praying in JesusÕ Name is praying for things that will honor and glorify 
the King and advance the Kingdom. 

Saying ÒIn JesusÕ NameÓ is meaningless. Genuinely praying in Jesus' Name Ð from 
the same Spirit of Jesus that resides within YOU - is what is important, not 
attaching certain words to the end of a prayer. 

It is not the words that matter, but the purpose behind the prayer. Praying for things 
that are in agreement with GodÕs will is the essence of praying in JesusÕ Name.

One thing is certain: Closing a prayer with Òin JesusÕ NameÓ is NOT the equivalent 
to ÒRoger, over Ôn out!Ó

WHATÕS IN A NAME? 

A friend of mine was doing missionary work in Africa many years ago. His team 
encountered an elderly woman sitting in the desert upon a rock. When they asked 
what she was doing, she told them she had been talking to the Great Spirit and He 
told her white men were coming to tell her His Name. My friend, through a
translator, told her GodÕs Name was ÒJesus.Ó She returned to the tribe and they had 
a great celebration. Imagine! After generations, they finally knew the name of this 
unknown God.

What if my friend had told her that GodÕs Name was ÒHowardÓ (as in ÒHoward be 
thy nameÓ)? Seriously, would it have mattered at all to Father God what they were 
calling Him? After all, I call my father ÒdadÓ while others refer to theirs as 
ÒdaddyÓ, ÒpapaÓ, ÒpopsÓ, ÒfatherÓ, etc.

Now, letÕs pretend youÕre a young person in Baghdad. You love God with all your 



heart and are told, all your life, that His name is ÒAllah.Ó Armed with that 
knowledge, you worship Him the best and only way you know how until the day 
you die. 

The same applies to any scenario for any people group anywhere in the face 
of the EarthÉdoes it not? 

Therefore, I guess IÕll go on calling Him ÒJesusÓ Ð referring to the man who was 
filled with the Holy Spirit when He descended UPON Jesus like a dove, that same 
Spirit that raised Him from the dead and now dwells within us, the Anointed One 
(Cristos, or Christ) who, as the Anointed Head, still leads and directs His Body by 
means of His Spirit which He gave to His followers. 

Are YOU one of His disciples? Are YOU a follower of whatÕs His Name? 



Thing #3: What He said about Sin 

Another thing I hate about Jesus is His attitude toward sin - quite different than 
what most of us have been taught. He REALLY confuses the issue. 

The word "sin" in its various forms appears 827 times in the Bible. The Greek 
word for "sin" is hamartia {ham-ar'-tee'-ah), literally meaning "to miss the mark" 
as when an archer fails to hit the bullÕs-eye. 

We all have the capacity for wrong desires, bad motives, impure thoughts, evil 
words and actions. Scripture reminds us that ÒChrist died for us while we were still 
sinners (Rom. 5:8). The phrase Òwhile we WEREÓ implies that we ARE NO 
MORE. One would assume we are STILL sinners for all the well-intentioned 
proclamations that we are Òsinners saved by grace.Ó If you that phrase describes 
your beliefs about who you are Ð a sinner saved by grace, that is - youÕre 
WRONG! It doesnÕt! The cross WAS good enough for you, too. There are no VIP 
sinners! 

Jesus Òtakes away the sin of the worldÓ (John 1:29) and He taught us about the 
nature of sin itself: 
1) Sin is a master to whom we are enslaved (John 8:34). 
2) Only the truth will set us free (John 8:32). 
3) Sin is blinding (John 9:39-41). 
4) Our conscience becomes harder to hear the more we pursue sin (Heb 3:12-13). 
5) Positive influences and opportunities are removed as a consequence when we 
disregard the longsuffering and goodness of God (Luke 8:12; Romans 1:20, 21, 
24,26,28; 2:4-5). 

Matthew 26:28 reminds us of the purpose for which Christ shed His blood. Jesus 
said, ÒFor this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many unto the 
remission of sins.Ó When someoneÕs cancer has disappeared, the doctor is likely to 
say ÒItÕs in remission.Ó So are our sins; gone but, unlike some cancers, theyÕre 

NOT coming back! They are forgiven, forgotten forever!

This ought to enlighten us regarding what Jesus taught about sin. Sin is horrible; 
only the spotless blood of the Lamb, Jesus, could atone for it. It separated us from 
our Holy God whose love for sinners is deep; He was willing to pour out His blood 
and become sin Ð a scapegoat - on our behalf so that we could be with Him. 



Are your beliefs about sin something you have received by revelation, or are they 
based merely upon what you were taught? Our sin-consciousness must change; the 
consciousness that makes us feel that we remain sinners far away from God. 

A veil has been cast over us that keeps us from the reality of Christ IN us. Paul said 
(Col. 1:21-22 YLT), "And you -- once being alienated, and enemies IN THE  
MIND , in the evil works, yet now did He reconcile, in the body of His flesh 
through the death, to present you holy, and unblemished, and unblameable before 
himselfÉÓ 

The mind; thatÕs the battleground! ThatÕs the root of the problem.

Regardless of what we have been trained to believe, the cross tells us that we are 
NOT sinners separated from God. We are, in fact, no longer sinners at all. We are 
holy! Colossians 1:20 declares, ÒÉand by Him to reconcile ALL THINGS  to 
Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace 
through the blood of His cross.Ó 

Calvary proclaims that there is NO MORE separation. 

Paul wrote to the Corinthian Church (2 Cor. 5:16-22 AMP), " So that we 
henceforth have known no one according to the flesh, and even if we have 
known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know him no more; so that if any 
one [is] in Christ -- [he is] a new creature; the old things did pass away, lo, 
become new have the all things. And the all things [are] of God, who reconciled 
us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and did give to us the ministration of the 
reconciliation, how that God was in Christ -- a world reconciling to Himself, not 
reckoning to them their trespasses; and having put in us the word of the 
reconciliation, in behalf of Christ, then, we are ambassadors, as if God were 
calling through us, we beseech, in behalf of Christ, `Be ye reconciled to God;' for 
him who did not know sin, in our behalf He did make sin, that we may become 
the righteousness of God in him.Ó 

We should know no man according to our human understanding and compre-
hension. Why not? Because we are no longer ÒUSÓ but ÒHIMÓÉ we are His Body. 
Get it? 

I was never told that Jesus did not hold me accountable for my sins, were you? I 
was taught to Òbe goodÓ and that there were good people and bad ones and that, if I 
was good, IÕd get to Heaven and if I were ÒbadÓ IÕd go to Hell. 



You may have been taught that sin was forever fully dealt with at the cross, but if 
thatÕs true, ask yourself why it is you persist in your attempts to Òmeasure upÓ by 
jumping through so many religious hoops Ð as if God were impressed by your acts 
of righteousness. I wasnÕt taught to focus on the Gospel, but instead, was always 
trying NOT to sin while obeying manmade doctrine, dogma or tradition. ThatÕs like 
trying NOT to visualize a glass bowl of green and red M&M candiesÉgo on, try!

We were not taught that God no longer holds us accountable for our sins. Why 
doesnÕt He? Because He sees Christ in you, not Adam. You are the righteousness of 
God in Christ. Yes, YOU! Christ is that indestructible seed of God that you are. 

WeÕve created a sin consciousness that causes us to focus on our own attempts at 
Òbeing goodÓ and leaves us with vain attempts to overcome. WE were never meant 
to overcome Ð thatÕs why itÕs so hard - but we have the One dwelling within us 
who can do nothing BUT overcome! 

Millions of people Ð Christians included Ð are in bondage. We were taught 
religious rules, thatÕs why. The very word ÒreligionÓ means Òa return to 
bondageÓ (more on that later). DonÕt do this and do do that. We are taught that, if 
we are not obedient Ð even to the Ten Commandments -  we can't please God and 
HeÕll send us to Hell, which opens the door for condemnation and the guilt and the 
shame to enter into our already miserable lives. 

No wonder so many people hate religion. 

God hates it, too. TheyÕre in good company.

I dare say that, because of our unbiblical religious training, geared mainly toward 
towing the party line of denominations, many people are involved in a twisted, 
miserable, love-hate relationship with our Creator. 

LetÕs clear this up, shall we? Jesus is referred to as ÒSavior.Ó What has He saved us 
FROM exactly? Most people would say that He saved us from Hell when we die. 
Actually, He saved us from the effects of our sin in the here and now. He washed 
our sins away with His blood. TheyÕre gone and forgotten, as far as East is from 
West (notice I didnÕt say ÒNorth from SouthÓ because things that go South 
ultimately come back around again from a northerly direction). 

The Greek word SOZO was translated in the New Testament as the English word 
ÒSaved.Ó SOZO, simply defined, means Òrescued, pulled from danger, or lifted 



above trouble.Ó It was used in Ephesians 2:8 in the phrase, "by Grace are you 
saved". It was also used in James 1:21 in reference to the saving of our souls. Its 
definition includes salvation, protection, healing, and deliverance. SOZO describes 
God's awesome plan to change our lives inside and out, and includes transforming 
the spirit, soul, and body. 

Think of a powerful King taking care of EVERY need of the subjects within His 
Kingdom. Although Jesus has overcome sin, it sure seems like it still has a grip. 
The sin nature within us has been defeated, but do you ever feel like youÕre still its 
prisoner? ÒO unhappy and pitiable and wretched man that I am! Who will release 
and deliver me from [the shackles of] this body of death? O thank God! [He will!] 
through Jesus Christ (the Anointed One) our Lord!,Ó (Romans 7:24-25 AMP). 

Jesus has already won the victory and he has made that victory ours. LetÕs crawl 
out from underneath the Old Testament laws and denominational doctrines, 
dogmas and traditions that keep us in bondage and live free in Christ! God has 
already done, in Christ, for our sake, everything that needed doing for our salvation 
and liberty, and He has already given us everything we need for life and godliness 
(2 Peter 1:2-3).

A friend of mine lives far off in the Texas desert in a beautiful home. When he gave 
me directions, he told me IÕd be turning onto an airplane runway and that I could 
drive as fast as I wanted because there was no speed limit. Hmmm. A verse of 
Scripture suddenly came to mind, Romans 5:13: ÒÉsin was in the world before 
ever the Law was given, but sin is not charged to men's account where there is no 
law.Ó 

I get it! Where there is no law, there is no record of sin! I couldnÕt get a 
speeding ticket there if I tried! 

Sure, Jesus talked a lot about sin, but read those same ÒsinÓ verses that were 
recorded BEFORE THE CROSS, and they lose their impact. We may still use them 
to bludgeon new converts and children into submission while inducing fear, but 
they lose their punch in light of the Blood of Jesus and His grace. 

I like the way the late Bill Bright put it: ÒThe Bible teaches that Jesus Christ is 
God's only provision for sin. In the Old Testament, the Israelites brought animals to 
the priest as sacrifices for their sins. These animals had to be perfect, without spot 
or blemish. The animal was slain and its blood was sprinkled on the altar by the 
priest as a temporary covering for the individual's sin. 



ÒThis sacrifice pictured the coming of God's one special "Lamb," Jesus Christ, 
whose blood would not just cover man's sins temporarily, but would wash them 
away forever. God sent His only Son, who was without sin, without spot or 
blemish, to give His life, to shed His blood upon the cross for the forgiveness of 
our sins.Ó 

Hebrews 9:22 (AMP) reminds us, Ò[In fact] under the Law almost everything is 
purified by means of blood, and without the shedding of blood there is neither 
release from sin and its guilt nor the remission of the due and merited punishment 
for sins." 

Ever heard this song? 

There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains 

Does that song describe you? You BET it does!

God isnÕt mad at you. You are NOT guilty! His blood has been shed for you 
atoning for all your sins which have been washed away once and for all forever. 
How many sins had you committed 2000 years ago? 100 years ago? Why not 
yesterdayÕs or tomorrowÕs sins? You stand holy and sinless before God because of 
Jesus and for no other reason.



Thing #4: He was a Weird Holy Man 

I hate that, for a Holy man, Jesus wasnÕt very religious. 

ItÕs true. I an convinced, however, that more Christians should pray and seek God 
and ask the question, ÒLord, is what I have with you merely Religion...or is it a 
RELATIONSHIP?Ó 

Great question. See, Religion is man's hapless attempt to reach God. As a whole, 
we are VERY religious. Not good! 

WebsterÕs Collegiate Dictionary traces the word ÒreligionÓ back to the Latin word 
religio (meaning Òto tie, to bind, to restrainÓ). The word is actually a combination 
of two words, re and ligare. The prefix re means Òto return,Ó and ligare, from 
which we get our word ligature, means Òto bind.Ó 

Huh...return to bind??? 

No, sillyÉa return to BONDAGE!  

Perhaps no word more accurately describes the self-centered, performance-based, 
reward-punishment systems devised by mankind in his feeble attempts earn GodÕs 
acceptance. 

Mankind actually likes religion. We actually prefer jumping through hoops 
in order to win favor, get the blue ribbon, the gold medal or promotion. There's 
nothing more sad than a person who calls themselves a Christian yet hasn't grasped 
the truth regarding forgiveness and continues to do "religious" things, deep down 
aspiring to somehow gain God's acceptance. 

Newsflash: you cannot get any more accepted than you already are. 

Jesus was NOT religious. Oh, sure, He was a good Jew-boy and He kept the 
Sabbath and traditions of the Mosaic law. But He hated religion. He even healed on 
the Sabbath, justifying His actions by declaring that He was the Lord of the 
Sabbath Ð something nobody understood, by the way.

Jesus came to provide a way for us to have a RELATIONSHIP with the Father Ð 
NOT a religion. As with any relationship, a person grows in intimacy with another 



as they spend TIME with them. Ceasing to be mere acquaintances, they become 
the closest of friends. It works that way where God is concerned as well. 

Jesus said, "Now I tell you to love each other, as I have loved you. The greatest 
way to show love for friends is to die for them. And you are my friends, if you 
obey me. Servants don't know what their master is doing, and so I don't speak to 
you as my servants. I speak to you as my friends, and I have told you everything 
that my Father has told me" (John 15:12). 

Here Jesus draws the line between religion and relationship, explaining that, when 
we really know Him, He calls us His friends. Religion - a return to bondage - keeps 
us bound in our futile attempts to keep rules and regulations and bound with fear 
that He sits in Heaven ready to thump us on the head if we mess up. 

Religion bases oneÕs relationship with God on good works, deceiving many into 
believing that they have salvation based upon these deeds and not by His grace. 
When we actually DO achieve some measure of ÒgoodnessÓ (despite the 
ScriptureÕs kind reminder that ÒThere is none good but GodÓ), we wind up compar-
ing ourselves with others, thereby opening the door for pride, another sinful act. 

When we attempt to "stay right" with God, it's too easy to wind up feeling like a 
failure when we fail to live up to the rules and regulations of religion. Our sal-
vation is based on His grace and mercy resulting from the blood of Christ. ÒFor by 
grace you are saved through faith, and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; it is not of works, so that no one can boast," (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Isaiah 64:6 says our righteousness is as filthy rags. In other words, your walk with 
God should be based upon what He does through you and will do through you, and 
not upon anything that you have done or could ever do. 

Religion is a major problem in our world. In fact, lots of people are turned off by 
the concept of ÒGodÓ because of religion. Many people will not even consider the 
claims of Christ, ironically, because of religion. 

The problem isnÕt simply because some people who profess to be religious show 
the world by their words and actions that they are actually hypocrites. The problem 
is not even because of the evil things people do in the name of religion. 

These are only symptoms of a bigger problem. 



The problem of religion is religion itself. It is demonically-inspired, Hell-bent on 
encouraging us to live a lifestyle of hypocrisy. It's easy to be religious, settling for 
our acts of righteousness and how these acts might make us appear before man. We 
tend to find assurance in appeasing our guilty consciences, thereby, as Edwin Louis 
Cole said, Ò judging others by what they do and ourselves by our good intentions.Ó 

Religion will never be enough. ItÕs a stern taskmaster that will never be satisfied. 



Thing #5: His Poor Church Attendance 
(He was not even a Christian) 

Jesus never went to Church. Truth is, He wasnÕt even a Christian! That may seem 
like a strange thing to read but youÕd be amazed at how, for so many, those words 
are a revelation. 

You see, Jesus did not come to establish a church; He came to establish THE 
Church, the Ekklesia (the Òcalled out onesÓ). Think of it: if Jesus HAD come to 
establish one church - one denomination - which one was it? 

The Catholics say it was them. Sorry...first manmade denomination, yes. The one 
true church? Hardly. 

Other groups claim to be THE Church as well. Sorry, friends. YouÕre ALL 
wrong. You see, the Church is a living organism; not an organization. ItÕs the Bride 
of Christ, not some Stepford Wife that must be systematized and programmed. 

The Church isnÕt even the Òhouse of GodÓ as itÕs commonly called, for God no 
longer lives in buildings made with human hands (yet we continue building them at 
$1-2 MILLION a piece, rarely getting them to the point of meeting payroll and 
overhead costs and rarely multiplying even once after the initial attraction is gone).
As the apostle Paul said in Acts 17, “The God who made the world and 
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made 
by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 
since he himself gives to all men life and breath and everything.”

The New Testament writers referred to the PEOPLE of God as God's new 
dwelling place (1 Corinthians 3:9, Ephesians 2:19-22), God's temple (1 Corinthians 
3:16-17), God's house (1 Timothy 3:15, Hebrews 3:6, 10:21, 1 Peter 2:17), God's 
household (Ephesians 2:19, Galatians 6:10) and Christ's body (Romans 12:4-5, 1 
Corinthians 12:12, Ephesians 3:6, 5:23, 30). 

The Church is indeed a ÒholyÓ place with the Spirit of God Himself dwelling 
within it for He dwells within His people. The holiest place on the planet is, 
therefore, the very next place you step! Go ahead and visit the Holy lands in the 
Middle East...IÕll take the land where my tennis shoes stand! 



Though most Christians - even ministers - would say 'Amen" to these Biblical 
facts, such a response is generally little more than mere lip service as our words 
and actions quite often betray us. 

Truth is (and we are seeking after the truth, arenÕt we?), it was the Romans who 
used forced the word Ekklesia - our modern word for ÒChurchÓ - into every day 
usage. How so? Like the Greeks, whenever Rome would conquer a region, they 
would set in what was called the Ekklesia, or a Òforum.Ó  This was a group whose 
responsibility was, in theory, to teach the people how to become good citizens of 
the Roman Empire. Rather than exterminating the conquered peoples, the Romans 
allowed them to continue trading and shipping and creating and selling, all the 
while paying taxes to the government and paying homage to the Caesar. 

The early Saints picked up on this for it was their job, too - as Christians (literally 
meaning Òlittle ChristsÓ) - to teach the people how to be good citizens of the 
Kingdom as well, the Kingdom of God, that is. 

The Ekklesia was THEM  and they knew it. A first century Christian, magically 
transported into an American mega-church, would wonder where in the world heÕd 
been taken. He wouldnÕt recognize it as ÒchurchÓ at all. 

We ÒGOÓ to church while that early Believer WAS The Church. The Christians of 
his day changed the world and it was said of them that they were Òturning it upside 
down.Ó We in the West arenÕt changing anything today and, in fact, are seen as 
being quite socially irrelevant.

Why  do we continue GOING to something we ARE? Did Jesus teach us to do 
what weÕre doing now? Did Paul? ItÕs OK to ask these questions. DO NOT be 
afraid! Fact is, there are some very good answers worth seeking. 

THE INVERTED PYRAMID  

The New Testament refers to no spiritual hierarchy, but calls all Believers 'saints.' 
Neither does it recognize a special priesthood in distinction from the people, as 
mediating between God and the laity. Clearly, there is only one high-Priest, Jesus 
Christ, and the New Testament clearly designates a universal royal priesthood, as 
well as universal kingship of believers (1 Peter 2:5,9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6). 

So, what are we afraid of? Most Christians react more out of fear and a sense of 
loyalty to tradition than a commitment to Biblical truth as they consider any such 



notions as being nearly heretical. Craig S. Keener points out in "The IVP Bible 
Background Commentary-New Testament," "Believers met in homes rather than 
church buildings for the first three centuries of the church." This eventually 
changed in 312 AD when the Emperor Constantine was dubbed Pontifex Maximus, 
head of all things spiritual, including paganism and Christianity simultaneously. 
When he made institutional Christianity the state religion in Rome, he converted 
pagan temples into Christian "churches" and used state funds to support the clergy 
making ministry another elite "job" to which many would aspire. 

In this atmosphere, politics reared its ugly head in a supposedly Christian context 
as wealthy people would lobby to get "junior" a coveted post in the church world. 
Howard Snyder, in his book "Radical Renewal: The Problem of Wineskins Today," 
writes, "A Biblical conception of the church will make it clear that the church is 
essential to the gospel, for it is the body of Christ...At the same time, it will be 
clear that human institutions and structures are not themselves the church; they are 
not hallowed. These are days when Christians must be clear about what the church 
is and what it is not. Just as many false Christs will come in the last days, so many 
counterfeit and apostate "churches" will litter the spiritual land- scape. The church 
must be prepared, both as persons and as the Christian community, for the lash of 
persecution and the lure of the antichrist. This means the necessity for doctrinal 
clarity and authentic community - for both orthodoxy of belief and orthodoxy of 
community. Under the threat of persecution, life in community becomes both more 
difficult and more essential. Thus the priorities of structures which are flexible, 
mobile, inconspicuous, and not building- centered." 

Ministry in the New Testament church was not centered on one individual, but 
involved each member of the "Ekklesia" (you and me, remember? WeÕre "the 
called out ones") as a functioning "priest" (1 Peter 2: 5, 9) under the headship of 
Christ and directed by the Holy Spirit exercising his/her gift for the mutual 
strengthening of the body. 

The New Testament refers to no spiritual hierarchy, but calls all Believers 
ÒSaints.Ó Neither does it recognize a special priesthood in distinction from the 
people, as mediating between God and the laity. Clearly, there is only one high- 
Priest, Jesus Christ, and the New Testament clearly designates a universal royal 
priesthood, as well as universal kingship of believers (1 Peter 2:5,9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 
20:6). 

There is One Head of the Church. We call Him Jesus. As with any king, this One is 
the SOLE anointed Head, the Christ (meaning ÒAnointed OneÓ) of The Church. 



His Kingdom will have no end for He stated that Òthe Kingdom of God is within 
you.Ó He wonÕt ever die. He canÕt be impeached, assassinated and He will never 
resign. He doesnÕt need a ÒheadÓ for The Church on Earth, for thatÕs HIS job. 

What He desires is a functioning, co-laboring BODY! 

There are far too many ÒkingdomsÓ in The Body of Christ today...too many people 
building their own empires. These kingdoms will fall and fall hard. Some already 
have and, in time, more will be dismantled. 

Jesus wants His Church back.

Here are a few facts regarding The Church: 
¥ Most modern conversions are taking place in third-world nations. 
¥ American churches close at a rate of 3,800 annually. 
¥ Eighty percent of what we refer to as "church growth" is little more than 
"transfer growth" as people leave one organization for another like we change 
political parties, sports teams and spouses. 
¥ 53,000 Christians are walking out weekly in the West, many claiming they had to 
leave the traditional church in order to find God

THE SMITING OF THE SHEPHERD  

Many pastors are leaving the ministry for good these days, the majority never to 
return. So, why do pastors leave what was once considered Òa callingÓ? A research 
paper by Dean Hoge and Jacqueline Wenger reveal several main reasons: 
(1) preference for another form of ministry 
(2) the need to care for children or family 
(3) conflict in the congregation 
(4) conflict with denominational leaders 
(5) burnout or discouragement 
(6) sexual misconduct 
(7) and divorce or marital problems. 

Two of these factors are especially important: 1) conflicts and 2) a preference for 
specialized ministry. A close third involves burnout, discouragement, stress and 
overwork. 

Hoge and Wenger learned that, in many denominations, a standard of dependence 
between clergy and leadership is set that is hard to live up to. Also, things such as 



greater freedom of choice and the tendency of a minister's spouse to choose to 
work outside the home have made the desired pastoral model increasingly hard to 
find. The study reveals: "the more a pastor's career is determined by his or her 
denomination, the more conflict that pastor will potentially feel with 
denominational leaders." 

Jesus, the ultimate Teacher and Founder of this thing, never intended for the 
Church as we know it today, shattering the lives and dreams of many who desired 
to serve Him within the only frameworks we know of. 

But the frameworks are failing across denominations because the foundation - 
manmade tradition and unbiblical patterns - was too weak to build upon. 
"Nevertheless, I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to 
you," (John 16:7). 

Can you imagine anything more frightening to His original disciples than Jesus 
going away? Can you fathom Jesus, the greatest leader that ever walked the earth, 
telling them ÒYouÕll be better off when I depart.Ó 

Jesus knew it would be better for His disciples to have the Holy Spirit leading them 
than even Himself. Yet, even we in whom dwells the same Spirit that raised Him 
from the dead (Romans 8;11), tend to act more like the Jews in 1 Samuel 8, prefer-
ring a flesh and blood king like all the other nations had, rather than hearing from 
God directly through His prophet Samuel. 

WeÕre not unlike the Children of Israel, preferring some salaried and suited 
Moses-type to go to the mountain and seek God on our behalf, then hearing him 
relay that message when we gather in rows in our buildings at the appointed times. 
Nowhere in Scripture do we see God giving one man superiority to any other.

LetÕs stop clinging to religion over relationship with God. 

LetÕs resist the urge to see worship as a Sunday Sing-along rather than seeing it as 
a lifestyle. 

LetÕs stop exalting our denominations - even Christianity itself - over a deep love 
affair with our Heavenly Father. Jesus was our example and we are told to Òbe 
imitators of Christ.Ó He wasnÕt religious; He was obedient, doing ONLY that which 
the Father instructed Him to do. 



Imagine! That from a man who wasnÕt even a Christian and who never went to 
church. 



Thing #6: His use of the F-Word 

Why did Jesus have to be so...so darned FORGIVING? I mean, seriously...why did 
He teach all that cheek-turning and love-your-enemy stuff? 

Why did He have to say to God, ÒFather, forgive them for they know not what they 
do?Ó  Of all the standards for us to try and measure up to! Geesh!

Forgiveness. 

This is Christianity in a word, a principal of Kingdom living that cannot be 
overlooked.

In Matthew 18:21-35, Jesus tells Peter we must forgive those who sin against us 
"seventy times seven" and He goes on to tell the Parable of the Unforgiving 
Servant. Though this servant's enormous debt was forgiven by the king, he refused 
to forgive those who owed him. When the king found out, he became angry with 
him and "delivered him to the tormentors." 

Are WE being tormented? Are thoughts of past experiences constantly elbowing 
their way into our present? Are our emotions and thoughts triggered by reminders 
of our past and people who hurt us, allowing those moments to taint our 
conversation, our words and our feelings? Are even deceased people tormenting us 
from the grave? Are we who are hurt inadvertently hurting others in a strange sort 
of homage to the pain-givers?

BUILDING A MONUMENT TO THE MOMENT  

We owe God an unpayable debt because of our sins. Yet, He provided Jesus as the 
penalty for our sins, a "ransom for many." This act of mercy should motivate us to 
eagerly seek out those to whom we owe a debt of forgiveness. Paul said, in 
Ephesians 4:32, "...forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you." Too 
often, we do that which comes naturally; we seek revenge or hold a grudge. As 
Christians, we're called to do that which is SUPER-natural. Forgiveness is one of 
those things. 

Early in this "spirit-walk" of my own, I heard a South African woman tell of how 
she asked the Holy Spirit to reveal anyone who had ever offended her. To her 



amazement, the total mounted into the hundreds. She wrote down their names as 
the Spirit brought them to her memory. She said that one of the enemy's greatest 
deceptions against God's people is that the "small" offenses against us do not 
require forgiveness. We brush them aside saying, "No big deal, don't worry about 
it." Fact is, if someone steps on your foot, it hurts. If they do so spiritually, you've 
been equally as hurt. Encouragement to "get a tougher hide" is no encouragement 
at all as we find ourselves habitually suppressing these hurts, compounding them 
for weeks, months, a lifetime, ultimately affecting generations of our own family 
as they learn from our own pitiful example. 

Intrigued by this testimony, I engaged in the same exercise, one by one praying a 
meaningful, heartfelt prayer of forgiveness and blessing over those that the Spirit 
lovingly brought to mind. Sometimes He reminded me one at a time. Other times 
they came in clusters I had to write down so I could be sure to pray for each one 
later. Dead or alive, I estimate that I prayed for nearly 300 people, from school 
mates as a child, to teachers, coaches, relatives, employers, friends, enemies, 
myself... and even God Himself.

With some of the "biggies," I felt led to write the offender's name as well as the 
offense, and burn the paper in the fireplace, with a candle, and once even flushed 
the scrap of paper down the commode. The purpose? I believe it was to build a 
monument to the moment, an event that would aid me in remembering, NOT the 
sin against me, but the moment that these sins were forgiven. Later, as the enemy 
attempted to remind me of such 'n such, I could remind HIM of the funeral pyre - 
my burial at sea - which commemorated the forgiving of each trespass. In other 
instances, I found myself writing letters and mailing them, calling people, holding 
tearful meetings with some and writing letters and throwing them away in cases 
where I could not possibly locate a person. A very therapeutic exercise; Highly 
recommended. How refreshing! What a joyous release! 

Was that the end of it? Hardly. To this day, the Holy Spirit will nudge me and 
remind me of a recent event where forgiveness would benefit all parties. Having 
experienced the blessing of the forgiveness act previously, I RUN to the altar of 
forgiveness these days. Even the largest of trespasses against me has driven me to 
my knees in a tearful, passionate plea for the grace to forgive that seemingly 
unforgivable trespass. Over and over I have felt myself beseeching God until the 
breakthrough comes, praying, even when all I felt was anger and even hatred. 

Our Teacher is excellent. We must become excellent Learners. 



PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO HURT US  

This one thing I've learned throughout this process: prayer breeds intimacy with 
those we pray FOR, those we pray WITH and the One we pray TO. We cannot hate 
someone we pray for anymore than we can hate a garden we spend time nurturing, 
weeding, watering, and protecting. We will even rejoice when that garden begins to 
produce fruit and, miracle of miracles, may even find ourselves partaking of the 
harvest. 

Yes, my friends, there are stories I am not yet at liberty to tell because they concern 
others but, rest assured, God's grace got me through it and, as far as I know, at this 
moment, I can rejoice because my slate is clean and I have purposed to KEEP it 
that way. 

I recommend you do likewise whether your trespassers are dead or alive.

Let's look at Ephesians 4:35. Jesus said, "So My Heavenly Father also will do to 
you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses." 

When we choose NOT to forgive, the consequence is an open door to oppressing 
demon spirits such as sickness, relational failures, lost jobs, alcoholism, and 
suicide. In my experience with ministering Deliverance, one of the first areas of 
ministry has to do with forgiveness of those who've trespassed against us. Unless 
we do so, we've given Satan legal grounds to be part of our lives. Although it might 
have been ANY sin, regarding unresolved anger, Paul said, "...neither give place to 
the devil," (Eph 4:27). 

Make the quality decision now that you are not going to be overcome by the evil 
directed toward you in the past, but rather "overcome evil with good," (Romans 
12:21). 

What's the price of unforgiveness? Forget it ... you can't afford it. 

Of course IÕm glad that Jesus forgave my OWN sins; thatÕs quite another matter. 



Thing #7: Some things He said about YOU! 

Jesus said, ÒGreater things than I do will you do also,Ó Read it for yourself. 

In John 14:12, He assured us, "...if anyone steadfastly believes in Me, he will 
himself be able to do the things that I do; and he will do even greater things than 
these, because I go to the Father." 

WhyÕd He have to go and say that anyway?? 

Jesus also declared that, "... these signs will accompany those who believe: In My 
Name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick 
up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt 
them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get 
well," (Mark 16:16-18). 

In Acts 1: 7,8, just before His Ascension, we read where He said to His disciples, 
"...you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you..." 

We are His disciples, too, and we've been commissioned to reproduce. Jesus said, 
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go then and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything that I have 
commanded you...," (Matthew 28:18-20). 

Where duplication is concerned, the apostle Paul said (Romans 1:5,6) "It is 
through Him that we have received grace and apostleship to promote obedi- 
ence to the faith and make disciples for His Name's sake among all the nations, and 
this includes you, called of Jesus Christ and invited to belong to Him." 

Jesus said, "I came as an example, (Jn 13;15). 

Paul wrote, "Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ, " (1 Cor 11:1). 

I find that, although many people want to believe that we really CAN do all 
things through Christ who gives us strength (Phil 4:13), for many this is nothing 
more than wishful thinking, a mantra which, perhaps if said often enough, might 
actually come true. 



That's what the enemy would have us believe anyway. 

PRACTICING HIS PRESENCE 

Have you ever experienced the presence of the Spirit of Christ in these ways? 
Romans 8: 8-19 tells us, "...those who are in the flesh cannot please God." The 
verse goes on to remind us - you and me - that we, "are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you." 

Yes, He DOES dwell within you! We just need to be reminded that everything we 
need to live as followers of Christ on this planet is ALREADY resident within us. 

The verse closes with this, " Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is 
not His. And if Christ is in you, [and He is, right?] the body is dead because of sin, 
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness." 

You are righteous because of Jesus, NOT because of anything you can do to earn 
God's favor (as if any of us could), for we do not have "a righteousness that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in ChristÑthe righteousness that 
comes from God and is by faith," (Phil 3:9). 

It's solely because you've been bought by the blood of Jesus and are now His that 
you are righteous, holy before God; a Saint. Therefore, you are well-equipped to do 
the works of the ministry. 

Yes, YOU! 

Paul taught that very concept to the Church in Corinth, "Do you not know that your 
body is the temple (the very sanctuary) [literally the Holy of Holies] of the Holy 
Spirit Who lives within you, Whom you have received [as a Gift] from God? You 
are not your own, you were bought with a price [purchased with a preciousness and 
paid for, made His own], " (1 Cor 6;20). 

I've observed that most Christians can barely get to Church gatherings, prayer 
meetings (remember those?) or Bible Study. These days, one would be hard-
pressed to find a Christian who could muster the faith to believe for the healing of 
their own sniffles. 

Why is that? 



The Apostle Paul said, (Philippians 3:10), "That I may know Him, and the 
power of His Resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made 
conformable unto His death...." 

Notice the four statements Paul makes in this verse: 
1) "that I may know Him." 
2) "and [that I may know] the power of His resurrection." 
3) " [that I may know] the fellowship of His suffering." 
4) "[that I may be made] conformable unto His death." 

Isn't that amazing? Here's Paul, an old man by now, still zealous for his faith in 
Christ as he ever was, maintaining that his #1 aspiration in life is this: "that I may 
know Him." 

Evangelist Leonard Ravenhill said, "...the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the 
Standard of Power in the New Testament." 

Well put, brother Leonard. You see, everybody wants power. Everybody wants to 
rule the world; at the very least, the world they're living in. For some, it's getting 
enough food and water to make it one more day. To another, it's selling more dope 
than the competition. To someone else, it's done by climbing the corporate ladder 
or making another business acquisition. The Satanist who becomes a Christian will 
confess that the main draw to Satanism was the "power" that he saw exhibited 
there. Seems some people are overly impressed with parlor tricks. 

Regardless of how we do it, "Vene, Vidi, Vici" - I came, I saw, I conquered - is 
everyone's personal motto, whether we admit it or not. Fact is, we can't conquer 
anything that satisfies until we conquer our own minds, the devil's battleground. 
Overall, he's got us convinced of our own inadequacies, that our human tendencies 
are the best we can do. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the miracle of miracles. By that miracle, Jesus 
conquered Death, Hell and the Grave, proving that He was God in the flesh. 
Muhammad never did that. Confucius never did it. Buddha never did. With all due 
respect to those dead religious leaders, they could NOT do it. Nobody could. 

Nobody, that is, but King Jesus. 

His people have access to all the power they need to be the World Changers 
He says we are. 



Do you believe that? 

GOING DEEPER WITH GOD  

Because of Christ's Resurrection, WE were Resurrected, too. After all, we 
were crucified with Christ (Gal 2:20); stands to reason that we were resur- 
rected with Him as well, yes? 

Jesus called Himself "the first fruits." So He is. Ephesians 2:5 (AMP) says, 
"Even when we were dead (slain) by [our own] shortcomings and trespasses, He 
made us alive together in fellowship and in union with Christ; [He gave us the very 
life of Christ Himself, the same new life with which He quickened Him, for] it is 
by grace (His favor and mercy which you did not deserve) that you are saved 
(delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ's salvation)." 

Notice: it doesn't say that we WILL die. The verse says that we WERE DEAD. 

That same Holy Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead has also raised and now 
empowers you and me.

John 3:16 tells us that God loved the world - you and me - SO MUCH - that He 
gave His one and only Son, Jesus. The cross represents God's love; the 
Resurrection represents God's Power. 

Imagine being the Apostle Paul for a minute. You've raised the dead and some 
believe you were raised from death yourself. You've healed people, cast out 
demons, wrote more world-changing literature than anyone in history ever 
would...and your greatest ambition is "I want to know Him." 

Does that impress anybody besides me? 

Is that your goal, too? It certainly is my own. Don't settle for counterfeits, my 
friends. Religion, ritualism, dogmatism, doctrines of devils and of men...there are 
many traps that the enemy has set that are intended to appease the religious nature 
of man and tap into our spiritual nature. They seem spiritual, sound spiritual and 
make us "feel" spiritual. They are counterfeits that may even raise a few goose 
bumps. Yet most who settle for these trappings and partake of them regularly are 
no deeper in their relationship with God than a committed soldier is endeared by 
the military branch of which he is a part. They'll cut you loose in a heartbeat after 
decades of service. 



Institutional Christianity is no different; "Churchianity," I call it. 

Do you want a deeper revelation of Christ? There is something about the 
Resurrection that we have yet to grasp. My wife and I once had a well dug on our 
property. They had to dig over 500 feet to find it but there was cool, clear water 
down there that just had to be tapped into. 

Let's tap into the Resurrection a little bit more. Everything we know about 
Christianity balances on that one occurrence, the crowning miracle of God. 

For if there is no resurrection, we are yet in our sins. 

LIVE LIKE A BELIEVER  

The problem with today's powerless Church? In a nutshell, it's full of unbelievers. 

Oh, multitudes acknowledge the historical person of Christ. Many more 
acknowledge His virgin birth, death on a cross, resurrection and ascension. Many 
more believe that the incredible Bible stories and miracles of Jesus are true. 

But the demons believe, too, and they shudder with fear (James 2;19). 

We'd shudder, too, if we realized - believed in - the power we've been given. The 
very thought scares the FIRE outta those demons!

So, why don't we see it manifested? Why are so many miracles taking place in 
third world and developing nations, but so few here in the West? One quick read of 
"Megashift" by Jim Rutz and you'll be asking the same question. I contend that our 
failure to see miracles and spiritual manifestations is due to our failure to adhere to 
the Doctrine of Christ, choosing instead to embrace the doctrines of demons and 
men. Traditions and dogmas that can be found nowhere within the pages of Holy 
Writ are rampant throughout the Body of Christ and they make the Word of God of 
no effect (Matt 15:6; Mark 7;13, 1 Cor 1:17). 

Another major issue: Disunity. God loves it when His kids play well together. Too 
often, what we show the watching world is a barely standing house of cards 
divided against itself. 

Another big deal, we need revival; a resurrection. The word ÔrevivalÕ means Òto 
bring back to life.Ó IÕm not referring to an evangelist who blows in, blows up and 



blows out leaving a church body with a few Holy Ghost goose bumps. No, IÕm 
talking about a complete spiritual encounter with God. Anyone who encounters a 
bus is changed forever, right? In most cases, theyÕre dead. At the very least, 
something WILL be different about them, perhaps walking with a limp. Why do we 
expect less from an individual who claims to have Òexperienced God?Ó ItÕs been 
said that Satan and God have one thing in common: theyÕre both trying to kill you.

Most of us don't KNOW God. We merely know about Him. We are told to grow in 
the Knowledge of Christ. For many years, in my own life, He was little more than 
an historical figure; like George Washington or Daniel Boone. He wanted to 
become a REAL person to me and I had reduced Him to a Holiday figure the likes 
of Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny! 

The average Christian requires a major "detox" session. It took me three years of 
studying nothing but the words of Christ to un-do the manmade theology and 
spiritual "junk food" I'd been devouring for years. Fact is, I'm STILL undergoing a 
daily "cleansing" process that has me crying, "Cleaner, Lord, cleaner!" This world 
is a cesspool and the worldly Church is a major contributor to its pollution; no 
matter how hard we try, we WILL get some on us. 

We need to begin functioning as though we truly BELIEVE that we can do great 
things through Christ. Then, we need only step out and begin making ourselves 
AVAILABLE for the Spirit to use us. Only FEAR will attempt to hold you back. 

Don't let it! Resist that devil named ÒFearÓ and he will flee. Lay your hand on a 
sick person and declare that they are healed. Come against a negative environment 
or person by way of an opposite spirit.

Ravenhill said, "The standard of God's power in the New Testament is the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. The standard of God's power in the Old 
Testament was the deliverance of the people of Israel through the Red Sea which 
brought them finally into the land of promise. 

In the Old Testament the miracle is the raising of a dead nation, because they were 
in captivity, in Egypt, which is a type of the world. They were under the dominion 
of Pharaoh, which is a type of the devil, and they were brought as the Word of God 
says, "God called them with a strong hand. He delivered them with a strong hand 
and a stretched out arm." 

All  the way from Moses to Malachi there is a constant referring to "Look what God 



did when He delivered Israel." Now, have you got a problem bigger than that? Can 
you imagine anything that demands on God more than that did? 

Matthew 27:50-53 is telling us something strange happened after Jesus "gave up 
the ghost." It says: "And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice 
["Tetelestai!" a Greek word meaning "It is finished" or, literally, "Paid in Full!"], 

Here's some really Good News! To paraphrase something from Paul...you, too, 
have been crucified with Christ. It's no longer you who lives, but it's Christ who 
lives in you! Truth is, the life you live now you actually live by your faith in Jesus, 
who loved you and died for you. (Gal 2:20) 

The Book of Acts is STILL being written...and you're part of it! YouÕve already got 
everything you need in order to do what the Holy Spirit leads you to do. Jesus 
didnÕt die so we could go to church and tithe. ThereÕs so much more to this thing 
we call ÔChristianityÕ than merely that.

MUCH more.



Thing #8: His Treatment of Others 

When Jesus said, (Matt 25:40 AMP)ÒTruly I tell you, in so far as you did it for one 
of the least [in the estimation of men] of these My brethren, you did it for Me,Ó He 
was referring to both the GOOD stuff as well as the BAD. 

Yikes! WhyÕd He go and say THAT?!! The way Jesus treated women, children, the 
down-and-outers, the sickly, the many seemingly disposable people that can be 
fond in any culture, was exemplary. Even the way He traeted those who betrayed 
Him and crucified Him was...well...amazing. He was on a mission from Day One 
and He accomplaished His purpose.

We are all Missionaries on a daily Secret Mission. That mission is something we 
refer to as ÒThe Great Commission.Ó I believe itÕs actually a CO-Mission because 
we are called ÒCo-laborersÓ with Christ. We donÕt do this alone. We are commis-
sioned to ÒGo into all the world and make disciples....Ó 

HowÕs that workinÕ for ya? 

Consider this: there you are, a real-life Spirit-being, all decked out in your birthday 
suitÉan earth suit actually, divinely crafted as to allow you to blend in. You don 
your "camo" just as any American soldier will at the start of every day. Thing is, 
your camo may be a nurseÕs scrubs or a fancy Italian business suit. You might put 
on a hard hat or the uniform of a civil servant. Truth is, however we camouflage 
our-selves, wherever God may have assigned us, our mission is the same: share the 
Fatherhood of God to the brotherhood of man. 

We are here to advance GodÕs Kingdom by embracing and sharing the Cause of 
Christ. Prayerfully, as we press on into enemy territory, we must seek out Divine 
Appointments, always keenly watching out for that Òperson of peace" with whom 
we can either share the mission or work together to sharethe Word, ever on the 
lookout for those weary souls to whom we can speak a word of encouragement in 
due season. 

When you think of missionaries, I know what you think of: Those determined souls 
who drop everything and head into the bush to live in grass huts as they attempt to 
plant churches among the indigenous peoples. 

Well, doesnÕt that describe YOU, too? After all, as one in whom the same 



Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead has made His abode, you are, quite 
literally, the Second Coming of Christ every time you come on the scene, 
anywhere in the world. In the workplace, the homeplace or the schoolplace, 
the very people that we quite often see as an interruption, and imposition, 
and an inconvenience are actually our PURPOSE for getting up that day 
with a pulse. 

Do you believe that? Certainly God didnÕt have in mind for you to simply 
get a job Ð any olÕ job Ð so that you can pay a mortgage or buy new hub caps, 
yÕthink? That message wonÕt play inÉletÕs say, Pakistan, where Christians are free 
from the burden of buying stuff. 

So, hereÕs your mission, if you choose to accept it: go and be salt and light 
to the world in which you participate. Love the next person that God places in front 
of youÉat work, at school, in the dorm, even at home. You are to be Christ Jesus 
with skin on, as it were. Every one of us is a minister in a Kingdom of Priests and 
Kings. 

Hurry! Love someone now! The people with the pain and the hurt are all around 
you. 

Are you ready to accept your "secret" mission? This message will self-destruct in 
10 secondsÉ9....8....7...



Finally, My Brethren... 

Well, thatÕs it. Those are the 8 Things I Hate about Jesus. IÕm sure there are more. 
Maybe there are some things that YOU hate about Jesus.

Maybe IÕll think of them and write a sequel: ÒMORE things I Hate about Jesus.Ó 

Who knows. 

Truth is, the more I grow in grace and in the knowledge of my Lord and Savior, the 
more I hate the fact that (A) thereÕs no way I can measure up and (B) it was never 
his intention that I HAD to...which only serves to make me love Him even more! 

Just as God made His covenant with Abram (Gen 15:1-21) by putting him into a 
deep sleep and cutting that Old Covenant by Himself while Abe snoozed, this 
NEW and BETTER Covenant works the same way: sinful humans could NEVER 
uphold our end of the deal so God, in His infinite wisdom and grace, took care of 
the whole deal by Himself with the aid of His one and only Son. 

Sure, I may say that I hate some things about Jesus but, the truth is, I actually hate 
those things about my SELF as I filter His teachings through the well-meant 
training IÕve received through various denominations and manmade traditions and 
dogmas. 

I could never measure up. 

None of us could 

None of us can. 

There are three types of doctrine mentioned in Scripture: those of demons, those of 
man and those of Christ and of God. Sadly, most of us need to be detoxed from our 
manmade denominational baggage before we can even BEGIN to grasp hold of the 
teachings - the Doctrine - of Christ. 
ItÕs a difficult process but itÕs well worth the effort! 

Unspeakable joy, peace that passes all understanding...these are the kinds of things 
that await those who take a swing at it!



We must wrap our minds around the fact that our King wants to build His 
Kingdom with us, providing and caring for us just as Solomon cared for his 
kingdom, much to the Queen of ShebaÕs surprise, all in the here Ôn now, not some 
day in the sweet bye Ôn bye. Whether it was by a pillar of fire by night or a cloud 
by day, shoes that never wore out, water from rocks, manna and quail, the King 
took care of His subjects for 40 years in the desert. When He fed the 5000, King 
Jesus cared for the masses by reaching into the Kingdom storehouse and grabbing 
some loaves and fishes. This same King desires to do likewise today.

We are ALL made worthy by the Blood of Jesus shed on the cross. Nothing else is 
required. There are no VIP Sinners. The only problem lies between our ears. We 
can believe the Truth of GodÕs Word, or we can believe the taunting lies of the 
devil who constantly reminds us of our past.

Yes, those things I hate about Jesus are, in fact, the standards He set for all who 
would follow after Him as His disciples. After all, as Bill Johnson says, ÒJesus was 
the most normal Christian in the Bible.Ó The supernatural CAN and SHOULD be 
quite natural to us all, leaving long-faced religion and spectator ÔChurchianityÕ in 
the dust. The seemingly lofty examples Jesus set for the rest of us to follow will 
ultimately serve many when we choose to listen and obey His will.
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