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AA  PPeerr ssoonnaall   II nnvvii ttaatt iioonn  
 
We wholeheartedly extend an invitation to all our 
readers to join us at our twice weekly Bible Study 
Group.  These meetings are held online Fridays and  
Sundays 8pm CST.  If you are interested in 
attending, please take a few minutes to read the 
Kingdom Message of Salvation located at the end of 
this newsletter. Then send an email and we’ll make 
arrangements for you. We look forward to meeting 
you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            April 8, 2009 
 
 

 
 

The Light of Life Ministry 
Who We Are and What We Do  

·  We are Ministers with the Light of Life 
Ministry.  
·  Our Ministry’s mission is to spread Truth. 
·  Our Ministry Motto is: "You will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free." John 8:32  
·  The Light of Life Ministry, Yahweh and 
Christ’s Ministry, delivers the Kingdom Message of 
Salvation and impending Warning of Judgment to all 
the world, which explains what is required to obtain 
Salvation and warns of what will happen if the truth 
and validity contained within the message is not 
accepted.  
·  We seek to enlighten those around us of the 
truth of God's Word and Christ's love to those who 
will open their hearts to him.  
·  We are Christians. We worship Yahweh and 
His son Christ Jesus.  
·  The essence of our Ministry is to give the 
message that Christ's Kingdom is at hand and that the 
Judgment awaits those that do not respond favorably 
to the Kingdom.  
·  We are not aligned with any man-made 
religious organizations because these organizations 
bear only false and half-truths and we have been 
ordained to minister ONLY the truth.  
·  We believe in the validity of what is written in 
the Bible and the Truth of the Scriptures.  
·  We do not debate the Scriptures, try to 
convert, twist arms or convince anyone of the Truth 
as it is a matter of Free Will.  



·  We seek to enlighten those around us of the 
truth of God’s Word and Christ’s love to those who 
will open their hearts to him.  
·  We are Christians and we worship only 
Yahweh and His son Christ Jesus. 

 
 

*IMPORTANT NOTE* All scriptural references in 
this newsletter are from The Holman Christian 

Standard Bible. 
 

 

 
 

TThhee  MM iinniisstteerr ’’ ss  CCoorr nneerr   
 

“You will know the truth,  
and the truth will set you free.” 

John 8:32 
 

 
Pride Part 3 
By Johanna 
 
Vanity denounced by Jesus 
 
Matthew 23:6-12 They love the place of honor at 
banquets, the front seats in the synagogues, greetings 
in the marketplaces, and to be called ‘ Rabbi’ by 
people. “But as for you, do not be called ‘Rabbi,’ 
because you have one Teacher, and you are all 
brothers. Do not call anyone on earth your father, 
because you have one Father, who is in heaven. And 

do not be called masters either, because you have one 
Master, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be 
your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
 
Mark 12:38-39 He also said in His teaching, 
“Beware of the scribes, who want to go around in 
long robes, and who want greetings in the 
marketplaces, the front seats in the synagogues, and 
the places of honor at banquets. 
 
Fruit of the heart 
 
Mark 7:21-23 For from within, out of people’s 
hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immoralities, 
thefts, murders, adulteries, greed, evil actions, deceit, 
lewdness, stinginess, blasphemy, pride, and 
foolishness. All these evil things come from within 
and defile a person.” 
 
Parental pride of Joseph, Mary 
 
Luke 2:33 His father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about Him. 
 
Desire to be greatest in kingdom 
 
Luke 9:46-48 Then an argument started among them 
about who would be the greatest of them. But Jesus, 
knowing the thoughts of their hearts, took a little 
child and had him stand next to Him. He told them, 
“Whoever welcomes this little child in My name 
welcomes Me. And whoever welcomes Me welcomes 
Him who sent Me. For whoever is least among you – 
this one is great.” 
 
Pride concerning wrong things 
 
Luke 10:17-20 The Seventy returned with joy, saying, 
“Lord, even the demons submit to us in Your name.” 
He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven 
like a lightning flash. Look, I have given you the 
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and 
over all the power of the enemy; nothing will ever 
harm you. However, don’t rejoice that the spirits 
submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written 
in heaven.” 
 
Vain man, humble man at worship 
 
Luke 18:9-14 The Parable of the Pharisee and the 
Tax Collector 
 
He also told this parable to some who trusted in 



themselves that they were righteous and looked down 
on everyone else: “Two men went up to the temple 
complex to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee took his stand and was 
praying like this: ‘God, I thank You that I’m not like 
other people – greedy, unrighteous, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 
a tenth of everything I get.’ “But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would not even raise his eyes to 
heaven but kept striking his chest and saying, ‘God, 
turn Your wrath from me – a sinner! ‘I tell you, this 
one went down to his house justified rather than the 
other; because everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 
 
Price paid for Herod’s pride 
 
Acts 12:19-23 After Herod had searched and did not 
find him, he interrogated the guards and ordered 
their execution. Then Herod went down from Judea to 
Caesarea and stayed there. He had been very angry 
with the Tyrians and Sidonians. Together they 
presented themselves before him, and having won 
over Blastus, who was in charge of the king’s 
bedroom, they asked for peace, because their country 
was supplied with food from the king’s country. So on 
an appointed day, dressed in royal robes and seated 
on the throne, Herod delivered a public address to 
them. The populace began to shout, “It’s the voice of 
a god and not of a man!” At once an angel of the 
Lord struck him because he did not give the glory to 
God, and he became infected with worms and died. 
 
Intellectual pride in Athens 
 
Acts 17:16-34 Paul in Athens 
While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, his spirit 
was troubled within him when he saw that the city 
was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue 
with the Jews and with those who worshipped God, 
and in the marketplace every day with those who 
happened to be there. Then also, some of the 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers argued with him. 
Some said, “What is this pseudo-intellectual trying to 
say?” Others replied, “He seems to be a preacher of 
foreign deities” – because he was telling the good 
news about Jesus and the resurrection. They took him 
and brought him to the Areopagus, and said, “May 
we learn about this new teaching you’re speaking of? 
For what you say sounds strange to us, and we want 
to know what these ideas mean.” Now all the 
Athenians and the foreigners residing there spent 

their time on nothing else but telling or hearing 
something new. 
 
The Areopagus Address 
 
Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and 
said: “Men of Athens! I see that you are extremely 
religious in every respect. For as I was passing 
through and observing the objects of your worship, I 
even found an altar on which was inscribed: TO AN 
UNKNOWN GOD Therefore, what you worship in 
ignorance, this I proclaim to you. The God who made 
the world and everything in it – He is Lord of heaven 
and earth and does not live in shrines made by hands. 
Neither is He served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since He Himself gives everyone life 
and breath and all things. From one man He has 
made every nation of men to live all over the earth 
and has determined their appointed times and the 
boundaries of where they live, so that they might seek 
God, and perhaps they might reach out and find Him, 
though He is not far from each one of us. For in Him 
we live and move and exist, as even some of your own 
poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring. Being 
God’s offspring, then, we shouldn’t think that the 
divine nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
fashioned by human art and imagination. “Therefore, 
having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now 
commands all people everywhere to repent, because 
He has set a day on which He is going to judge the 
world in righteousness by the Man He was appointed. 
He has provided proof of this to everyone by raising 
Him from the dead.” When they heard about 
resurrection of the dead, some began to ridicule him. 
But others said, “We will hear you about this again.” 
So Paul went out from their presence. However, some 
men joined him and believed, among whom were 
Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, 
and others with them. 
 
People of low position 
 
Romans 12:16 Be in agreement with one another. Do 
not be proud; instead, associate with the humble. Do 
not be wise in your own estimation. 
 
Proper Christian pride 
 
Romans 15:17 Therefore I have reason to boast in 
Christ Jesus regarding what pertains to God. 
 
 

 



Johanna’s personal website is located at: 
www.myeternalheaven.com 

 
  

 

 
 

The Bird, The Tree & The Church 
By Regina 
 
Across the street from the building I work in, is 
located a very large and well known Christian church. 
As I stood outside the other day, my attention was 
drawn to a large tree on the grounds of this church 
and a limb from which a bird was hanging upside 
down, fluttering its wings in an attempt to release its 
foot from a branch.  
 
For several minutes I watched and prayed, my heart 
breaking for this poor bird who would certainly die of 
either exhaustion or starvation if it was unable to 
untangle itself and fly away. I cried out to Father from 
the depths of my heart, “Father please! Please release 
this bird from its entanglement! Help it!” I continued 
to watch; with sureness in my heart and complete 
faith that if it was Father’s will the bird would 
miraculously fly away. Nothing happened. 
 
I went upstairs, my eyes swimming in tears and 
feeling so much pity and concern for this little bird, 
wondering what I could do for this bird! Did I call 
animal control? Our maintenance people? The fire 
department? I told a friend what I had seen and 
brought her to the window to look out. The bird was 
still there and still struggling to get away. I went to 
my desk and picked up the phone and called the 
church, figuring that since the tree was located on 
their property they should be the first to be alerted to 
the situation. After speaking briefly with the pastor 
and telling him the situation and hanging up, I went to 
the window and watched for the pastor to appear; 
making sure that something would indeed be done. 
Soon the pastor came out with another man with a 
ladder and long wooden pole.  
 
It was windy that day, with gusts of 30 to 40mph and 
it was difficult to reach the bird but also to hold the 

pole steady. They tried to reach the bird with the pole 
but the pole was too short. That pole was soon 
accompanied by a much longer pole with a small 
hook on the end. All their efforts to help the bird 
failed and it was determined that they would need to 
cut the branch. At this point they had the idea to tape 
a serrated knife to the end of one pole that would be 
used to cut away the branch it was tangled up in. 
 
I went back downstairs to join the efforts. My friend 
and her husband were already there. It took all of us 
working in unison to save this bird. One, the pastor, 
on a ladder with the serrated knife on the end of a 
pole. Another man holding the ladder to steady it. Yet 
another using the longer pole to steady the branch as 
it was cut. And then there was me, there to catch the 
bird when it fell from the tree. Across the street a 
small crowd gathered to watch the goings on and I 
knew that inside the building I worked in was yet 
another crowd of people watching through a second 
story window. It’s not every day that a bird gets 
caught in a tree and has to depend on the help of 
humans to release it from its snare. 
 
Once the limb was cut, the bird fell onto the branches 
below, again caught by another limb. Those of us on 
the ground called up to the pastor of the church who 
was on the ladder telling him the bird was caught 
again as he couldn’t see it. Eventually after some 
direction he did and the bird was then shaken out of 
the second branch. As it fell, I watched as the bird 
spread its wings to break its fall and once it’d reached 
the ground I leaned down to gather the bird in my 
hands. I gently picked it up and saw that around its 
foot was wound a long piece of string and its ankle 
was bleeding as well. The string was also wound 
tightly around a small twig from the tree and would 
have to be cut off. Three of us gathered around while 
I held the bird in my hands and another gently cut 
away the string and twig tied to its foot. 
 
I was amazed by this very common and very ordinary 
little bird. It was a Texas Grackle. Not a bird anyone 
would normally recognize or consider special in 
anyway. In fact, the Grackle is a bird with a range of 
very loud and raucous, cacophonous calls, and is 
widely considered to be a noisy pest species. The bird 
seemed calm as we worked away at removing the 
snare, looking back at each of us and making little if 
any effort at all to get away. Every now and then I 
would feel a slight attempted flutter of her wings 
under my hand as I held her, but it really seemed that 
this bird knew that we were there to help and not to 
harm. Eventually the string and the twig were cut 



away and I turned and gently released her to the 
ground. She fluttered her wings and quickly ran to a 
safe spot where I’m sure she could rest and get her 
strength and bearings back. She was now free of the 
snare she'd gotten caught up in. 
  
Later that night, as I wrote in my journal and prayed, I 
pondered the experience. Because there are very, very 
few coincidences, I knew that there was something to 
learn from what I’d encountered that day, so I began 
to think on it more and pray for Father’s guidance in 
revealing what it was that She wanted to say and for 
me to gleam knowledge, understanding and wisdom 
from not just for myself, or our ministry but also for 
Christ's extended flock. 
 
The Symbolisms of the Bird, The Tree & The 
Church 
 
• The bird had become ensnared in the tree, just as 
Dawn Lucifer has ensnared much of humanity with 
falsehoods and lies.  
• The bird was symbolic of the church congregation 
and all those ensnared by Dawn Lucifer’s lies. 
• The tree was symbolic of a tree that bears bad fruit 
which is also symbolic of false religion. 
• The tree was located on the grounds of a church that 
propagates these falsehoods and lies. 
• The bird would have died from exhaustion or 
starvation. False religion does not provide the proper 
endurance and nourishment of Father’s truth. 
• The pastor was symbolic of false shepherds. 
• The pastor could not see that the bird had become 
ensnared his tree; his attention had to be called to it 
by those with a clear vantage point, who stand not in 
darkness but in the light of Father’s truth. 
• Those with a clear vantage point were symbolic of 
Christ’s ministry and those in the light of Father’s 
truth. 
• The bird was a common bird having little value in 
the eyes of mankind, but it had value in Father’s eyes 
– therefore it was rescued. 
• The rescued bird was also symbolic of Father’s 
faithful who will be rescued via the 1st and possibly a 
2nd Rapture. 
 
The Corresponding Scriptures 
 
Matthew 10:29-31 Aren't two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without 
your Father's consent. But even the hairs of your 
head have all been counted. Don't be afraid 
therefore; you are worth more than many sparrows. 
 

Luke 12:4-7 "And I say to you, My friends, don't fear 
those who kill the body, and after that can do nothing 
more. But I will show you the One to fear: Fear Him 
who has authority to throw [people] into hell after 
death. Yes, I say to you, this is the One to fear! Aren't 
five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of 
them is forgotten in God's sight. Indeed, the hairs of 
your head are all counted. Don't be afraid; you are 
worth more than many sparrows! 
 
Matthew 7:15-23 "Watch out for false prophets. They 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize 
them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or 
figs from thistles? Likewise every good tree bears 
good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear 
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit 
you will recognize them.  
 
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will 
of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me 
on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and in your name drive out demons and 
perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 
'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 
 
Hebrews 12:1 [The Call to Endurance] Therefore 
since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the 
sin that so easily ensnares us, and run with endurance 
the race that lies before us, 
 
Proverbs 27:27 there will be enough goat's milk for 
your food— food for your household and nourishment 
for your servants.  
 
Daniel 4:14 He called out loudly: Cut down the tree 
and chop off its branches; strip off its leaves and 
scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from under it, 
and the birds from its branches. 
 
Psalm 34:7 The angel of the LORD encamps around 
those who fear Him, and rescues them. 
 

Regina’s personal website is located at: 
http://onetruth.weebly.com 

 
 



 
 

Scripture of the Week 
 

 
3 John 1:14 -- I hope to see you soon, and we will 
talk face to face. 
 
Peace be with you. The friends send you greetings. 
Greet the friends by name. 

 
 

 
 

II nnssppii rr eedd  WWrr ii tt iinnggss  
 

Multiple Forms of Drunkenness 
 

Accounts of drunkenness are found in various areas 
of scripture, and each area is descriptive of what 
drunkenness implies, is related to, and what it does to 
a person's abilities to think and take action. In one 
instance, another minister, Regina, was led to a 
particular scripture that pulled together many more 
lessons, and this scripture is mirrored in multiple parts 

of the whole (the following may not have been the 
exact scripture she cited): 
 
Isaiah 29:9 -- Stop and be astonished; blind 
yourselves and be blind! They are drunk, but not with 
wine; they stagger, but not with beer. 
 
Isaiah 51:21 -- So listen to this, afflicted and drunken 
one—but not with wine.  
 
Through the theme of these two scriptures, one can 
see how individuals in the past have been greatly 
afflicted to the point that they have lost much mental 
capability to act and stand straight, which are the 
same effects that alcohol has. Yet, at the same time, 
this could show that alcoholic beverages and Father's 
wrath could be directly related, and interestingly so. 
In this, alcohol, itself, is a poisonous agent if taken in 
too vast of quantities. Alcoholism could simply kill a 
person over a short period of time. And at the same 
time, alcohol can be used for medicinal purposes, in 
cleaning wounds and helping a horribly wounded 
person to not feel the pain of their surgery or go into 
shock. As well, alcohol used for medicinal purposes 
is not abused and certainly is not continued pattern in 
a pattern of use. In this, it can be seen that not only 
can Father's wrath destroy, which it shall in 
Armageddon, but Her discipline that may come in 
Her anger with us can also help cleanse us of the filth 
that we had been infected with. 
 
Now, the one variable in the whole concept of 
drunkenness that one may be able to perceive is the 
difference in the quantity of affliction or alcohol that 
one has taken. If there is too little, then there is no 
effect from the substance, but if there is too much, 
there can be death. Only the proper amount, given in 
the proper time, can possibly be beneficial, and all for 
the proper reasons. This directly ties in with a passage 
in Ecclesiastes: 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:16-18 -- Don't be excessively 
righteous, and don't be overly wise. Why should you 
destroy yourself? Don't be excessively wicked, and 
don't be foolish. Why should you die before your 
time? It is good that you grasp the one and do not let 
the other slip from your hand. For the one who fears 
God will end up with both of them. 
 
As Father's indignation and righteous wrath can be 
directly related to taking in alcohol, so can an 
individual overdose on any other aspect of life. For 
example, too much exercise can not only sap away 
from the other activities one would perform in a day 



or week, month even, but it can cause chemicals to 
flow in a person's system in excess of what would be 
normally healthy. If there is anything one would do 
that would cause them to begin to say things they 
shouldn't say, it could be just like drinking too much 
wine or beer. This, in itself, can show that there can 
be much more that can make one drunk, and 
regardless of the type of drunkenness, it can lead to 
affliction. 
 
Coming to learn all causes of drunkenness in every 
way is also quite challenging, because this would 
require learning everything about life, and every 
aspect of it. This, in turn, means to come to 
understand everything about Father, and 
subsequently, everything about love, and that will be 
an ever-growing cycle of education. Yet, Father has 
also provided intuitive senses in Her Spirit to help us 
to learn and know when to stop, and when to keep 
going. In all of this, Father knows everything well 
more than each of us do, and in Her Spirit, She directs 
and guides us in things that we, ourselves, may not 
even completely understand. Without Her Spirit, and 
in drunkenness, one might imagine how lost and 
staggering one would be, much less, even able to 
stand. It is quite a humbling situation, and integrable 
humility is, perhaps, part of the point. 
Another interesting concept is simply that multiple 
things can cause different types of drunkenness, but in 
all of those ways, the drunken concept remains the 
same. One feels groggy, one may say things that 
shouldn't be said, and one may not even be able to 
stand. 
 
Proverbs 23:21 -- For the drunkard and the glutton 
will become poor, and grogginess will clothe [them] 
in rags.  
 
Similar effects for different things, that, in different 
instances, may actually be the same in concept. As 
such, there truly is not anything different or new. 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:9 -- What has been is what will be, and 
what has been done is what will be done; there is 
nothing new under the sun. 

 
 

 
 

TThhee  WWaayy  ––  PPaarr tt   1144  
 

This week we begin looking at Wrong Practices to 
be Avoided. We will be sharing what has been given 
to us, but in groups of 3. Before our Ministry holds 
Bible Study each week, we pray to Father Yahweh for 
guidance and help in understanding Her Word. We 
pray the wisdom imparted will find its way to your 
heart where it may be written up on it. Amen.  
 
www.biblegateway.com can be used as a reference 
tool with the Holman Christian Standard Bible as 
the recommended version. 
 
Avoid murder: 
1 Peter 4:15  
Exodus 20:13  
Matthew 15:19  
 
Avoid obscene jesting: 
Ephesians 5:3, 4  
 
Avoid physical strife: 
Galatians 5:19, 20  
Romans 1:28, 29 

 
 
 
 



 
 

NNoouurr iisshhmmeenntt   FFrr oomm  
TThhee  TThhrr oonnee  

 
“For the LORD gives wisdom. From His 

mouth come knowledge and understanding.” 
Proverbs 2:6 

 
 

 
 
Domino Effect 
 
Prince of Yahweh II: Galatians 4:9 "But now, since 
you know God, or rather have become known by God, 
how can you turn back again to the weak and 
bankrupt elemental forces? Do you want to be 
enslaved to them all over again?" 
 
Dictionary: 
"bankrupt >adjective 1 declared in law unable to pay 
one's debts. 2 completely lacking in a particular good 
quality or value: morally bankrupt. >noun a person 

legally declared as bankrupt. >verb reduce to a 
bankrupt state." 
 
The people of this world are unable to pay the debt 
owed to our Creator Yahweh; it had to be paid by 
Christ; those in Christ of true faith are legally 
declared solvent in Yahweh's eyes. The world of 
people who remain in darkness also remain morally 
bankrupt. All things in Father's plan have dual 
meanings; as morals are bankrupt, thus the society 
they've created with the archenemy's help will also 
become utterly bankrupt in the physical realm. But for 
those seeking salvation, these words should be upon 
their minds: 
 
Psalm 69:18 "Draw near to me and redeem me; 
ransom me because of my enemies." But for the 
wicked and the treacherous, they will come to know 
this: 
 
Proverbs 21:18 "The wicked are a ransom for the 
righteous, and the treacherous, for the upright." 
 
But for you faithful kids as well as many others that 
are to be salvaged, know that this present evil world 
of people represent "Egypt" that was typified in 
ancient times: 
 
Isaiah 43:3 "For I the LORD your God, the Holy One 
of Israel, and your Savior, give Egypt as a ransom for 
you, Cush and Seba in your place." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SSiiggnnss  FFrr oomm  AAbboovvee  
 

“He rescues and delivers, He performs signs 
and wonders in the heavens and on the 

earth, for He has rescued Daniel from the 
power of the lions.” 

Daniel 6:27 
   

 

 
 

UFO fleet menaces east London 
Street View sighting rocks Bethnal Green 
The Register 
30th March 2009 
 
The Sun has mobilized a crack team of hacks and 
ufologists to probe a sensational sighting of a 
formation of extraterrestrial vehicles swooping over 
the mean streets of Bethnal Green: 

 

 
 
"Baffled" expert Nick Pope, who apparently "used to 
investigate sightings for the Ministry of Defense", 
described the visitation as “truly fascinating”. He 

said: “It appears to show nine objects flying in near 
perfect formation. About the only thing I know that 
can do this is the Red Arrows - and it’s not them. I’ve 
run through the list of possibilities that normally 
explain these things, but I can’t find an answer.” 
 
Shaken locals shared Pope's bafflement, with one 
telling an on-the-spot Sun reporter: “This is definitely 
the strangest thing I’ve ever seen in Bethnal Green.” 
 
In other Street View news, our piece last week on the 
truly chilling Victorian ghost stalks Cardiff mystery 
prompted Google to pull an image of an Edinburgh 
man cheerily giving the search monolith's spycar the 
two-finger treatment. 
 
Very churlish, and we have just one thing to say: 
 

Google Unearthy 
The Sun 
March 30, 2009 
 
A FLEET of UFOs in formation has been 
photographed — on Google. 
 
The nine silver spheres hover above a row of shops, 
including a Coral bookies, on the internet giant’s new 
Street View service. 
 
Sun reader Faye Sharpe, 18, discovered them while 
viewing her neighborhood of Wolverley Street in 
Bethnal Green, East London. 
 
Faye said: “I was checking out the road to see if I 
could spot my mates. I thought it looked very strange 
and zoomed in. 
 
“I thought it was some planes but they look pretty 
close together for that. Maybe they are UFOs.” 

 

 
(Fascinated ... expert Nick Pope) 

 
Yesterday baffled ufologist Nick Pope said he was 
“very excited” by the image, which he labeled “truly 
fascinating”. 
 
He added: “It appears to show nine objects flying in 
near perfect formation. About the only thing I know 



that can do this is the Red Arrows — and it’s not 
them.” 
 
Mr. Pope, who used to investigate sightings for the 
Ministry of Defense, said: “I’ve run through the list of 
possibilities that normally explain these things, but I 
can’t find an answer.” 
 
Yesterday The Sun visited the street to talk to locals 
about the mysterious find. Holly Riding, 19, said: 
“It’s definitely weird.” 
 
Karishma Daswani, 22, added: “The fact that they are 
flying in formation is very strange.” 
 
Oriele Calvert, 44, said: “This is definitely the 
strangest thing I’ve ever seen in Bethnal Green.” 
 
Street View, on Google Maps and Google Earth, 
shows 360-degree views of 25 cities throughout the 
country. 

 
 

 
(Aerial view of Bannister Federal Complex in MO. Mapquest image.) 

 
 

Multiple UFO witnesses at high security 
MO complex 
Examiner 
March 30, 2009 
 
More than 13 witnesses came forward this week - 
both military and civilian employees - who work at 
the Bannister Federal Complex in Kansas City, MO - 
reporting three UFO incidents at the base on March 1 
and 2, 2009, according to testimony received by a 
Missouri Mutual UFO Network (MUFON) field 
investigator. 
 
Out of fear of reprisal, the witnesses all want to 
remain anonymous. 
 
Witnesses all agree that what they saw was a glowing 
gold-colored ball, but vary in their size and height 
descriptions as they were observing from different 
points. 
 
The Bannister Federal Complex is a series of 10 
buildings on 310 acres in Kansas City, MO, occupied 
primarily by the General Services Administration 

(GSA) and the Department of Energy. One of the 
most secure production facilities in the country, it is 
home to Honeywell Federal Manufacturing & 
Technologies, LLC for the National Nuclear Security 
Administration (NNSA). They produce non-nuclear, 
mechanical, electronic, and engineered material 
components for U.S. national defense systems. As of 
2007, they had 2,711 employees. 
 
The first sighting was at 10:30 p.m. on March 1. On 
March 2, the same object was spotted over the area at 
9:30 p.m. and again at 10:30 p.m., according to 
MUFON field investigator James Tutt, Jr. 
 
One witness described the object as the "size of a 
house," while others said that it was the "size of a 
car." Some stated that they thought the object was 
hovering at 200 feet, and others said it hovered at 
3,000 feet. 
 
Apparently, this is not the first time some of these 
witnesses have seen objects hovering over the 
complex that they could not identify. Witnesses are 
telling MUFON that UFOs were reported hovering 
over the complex in the past, and that they were told 
these were being investigated by the National 
Security Agency (NSA). They feared making a report 
and remained silent. 
 
The exact number of witnesses is unclear. Some 
individuals approached MUFON directly, and some 
approached as a group, although the field investigator 
said he feels that the total group numbers more than 
13. This case remains under investigation by the 
Missouri MUFON. 

 
 

 
A frame from the posted video 

 

Video shows UFO over CA 
Examiner 
April 3, 2009 
 
A witness claims to have taken video images of 
unusual lights in the sky over California on April 1, 
2009. 
 
Two videos were posted at the Mutual UFO Network 



(MUFON) database on April 3. The video below is 
the first video, a better quality than the second. 
 
This case may be under investigation by MUFON. 
Please remember that many reports can be explained 
as natural occurrences or manmade. I will report back 
if there is a follow-up to this video from MUFON 
sources. 
 
Following is the unedited statement made by the 
witness. 
 
California, April 1, 2009 - Lights flashing in SW sky 
caught eyes walking friends out.  
 
"blinking flashing rotating red blue and white 
light to side no movement across horizon.. 
 
"I was walking friends out and just looking up in the 
sky we noticed the lights my friend got out a pair of 
binoculars I looked first then he asked if I had a 
camera to catch some video the objects were in the 
SW sky and kept flashing different color light red 
blue white rotating not moving like any fixed wing 
aircraft staying fixed in the sky also air traffic none in 
the area usually flight path for John Wayne I grew up 
Air Force brat and seen lots of planes helicopters’ but 
this just isn’t right and after 20 min I just got tired and 
went in" 
 
PLEASE GO TO LIGHT OF LIFE 
NEWSLETTER ONLINE TO WATCH THE 
VIDEO 

 
 

 
 

Fireball not Russian rocket debris, space 
center says 
The Virginian-Pilot 
March 31, 2009  
 
The “Big Bang” on Sunday night now appears to have 
been caused by a meteor, not a leftover bit of Russian 
rocket. 
 
The Joint Space Operations Center at Vandenberg Air 
Force Base in California issued a statement Tuesday 

morning saying it tracks more than 19,000 manmade 
objects in space. 
 
“The ‘bright light’ that was reported on the East Coast 
on Sunday, 29 March at 9:45 p.m. EST was not a 
result of any trackable manmade object on reentry,” it 
said. 
 
A spokesman for the center said Tuesday morning: 
“If it was a meteorite, we don’t track that kind of 
thing.” 
 
The bright fireball, which was followed one or two 
minutes later by an enormous booming sound, was 
seen by many people between Maryland and North 
Carolina. Geoff Chester of the U.S. Naval 
Observatory in Washington, D.C., said on Monday he 
was nearly positive that it was caused by the booster 
of a Russian rocket falling back to Earth. 
 
That no longer seems to be the case. 
 
The Baltimore Sun reported that a satellite tracker 
determined the rocket booster did cross over Hampton 
Roads, but at too high an altitude to have burned. The 
Joint Space Operations Center could not immediately 
confirm reports that the rocket fell into the ocean near 
Taiwan about two hours after the fireball was seen. 
 
Sky and Telescope magazine’s senior editor Alan 
MacRobert urged witnesses to record their 
observations of the fireball at 
www.amsmeteors.org/fireball/report.html or at 
www.spaceweather.com. 
 
MacRobert said that the suspected meteor’s path can 
be reconstructed if enough eyewitness reports give 
information about the object in relation to the stars or 
even trees and buildings. Such reports can also help 
predict where meteorites might have fallen. 
 
Bright meteors are not uncommon, but since most fall 
over the ocean or unpopulated regions, they are 
seldom witnessed. 
 
Most astronomy experts say the loud noise heard 
across Hampton Roads was probably a sonic boom 
created by the object. 
 
S. Kent Blackwell, an amateur astronomer, was sky-
watching in Pungo when the explosion occurred. He 
said he saw a flash of light "two or three times 
brighter than the full moon, then it turned orange with 
a white core and disappeared." 



 
One to two minutes later, a loud noise shook houses 
in Norfolk and Virginia Beach and was heard as far 
away as the Eastern Shore. 
 
"It was a very ominous, low-frequency rumble," said 
Robert Hitt, director of the Chesapeake planetarium, 
who lives in the Acredale section of Virginia Beach. 
"The sound was quite different from what you hear 
from thunder." 
 
No meteor showers are taking place at the moment. 
The next one is predicted for April 21-22. 

 
 

 
 
UFO activity heats up in southern 
California  
Examiner 
April 5, 2009 
 
There has been a rash of recent UFO activity in the 
southern California region. Recent reports include: 
 
Los Angeles, CA - 4/4/2009 - Witness observed what 
they first thought to be a star, but noticed that the 
object was spinning. The object had flashing blue, 
white, and red lights and appeared to be far away, 
possibly travelling over the ocean. It hovered steadily, 
but would also move up and down. The red lights 
seemed to be more laser-like and would flash out. 
Witness said that there were times where the red light 
was pointed right on their eye. 
 
Santa Cruz, CA - 4/3/2009 - Witness noticed three 
lights moving exceptionally fast, from east to west, 
along the Monterey Bay coast. The lights moved in 
unison, changing directions several times, then 
disappeared after about ten seconds. The lights 
appeared to be a dull, dark red, and did not flash or 
blink. Witness estimated the altitude of several 
thousand feet. There was no sound, and the object 
appeared to travel at a much greater speed than a 
conventional aircraft or satellite. The witness stated 
that the speed was similar to a "shooting star", except 
that the three lights changed directions and moved 

together. 
 
Moreno Valley, CA - 4/1/2009 - Witness observed 
the object through binoculars and described strange 
flashing lights. The lights kept flashing red, blue, 
white, and appeared to be rotating rather than fixed on 
the wing of an aircraft. 
  
Port Hueneme, CA - 4/1/2009 - Witness observed a 
bright star-like light moving across the sky. There 
were no blinking lights and the light maintained the 
same level of brilliance. The object continued moving 
away from the witness, heading south towards 
Malibu. The bright light started to slowly dim, then 
turned red, before finally disappearing. A few minutes 
the witness heard the roar of fighter jets flying 
extremely low up and down the coast for a period of 
roughly 15 minutes. 
 
Additional UFO sightings recently reported, including 
a fast moving bright white light near Texas Air Force 
base: 
 
Abilene, Texas - 4/2/2009 - Witness observed a 
bright white light moving at a fast rate of speed from 
west to east. Witness estimated the altitude at 
approximately 10,000 feet, and the object emitted no 
sound. The object was large, bright, and star-like with 
no blinking red or colored lights. The brilliant white 
object moved across half of the visible sky, in level 
flight, in less than five seconds. The object then made 
a change of course, heading almost due east then 
suddenly vanished. Witness lives near Dyess Air 
Force base and noticed heavy B1 activity prior to the 
sighting, with several take-offs occurring during the 
sighting. 
 
Cape May, New Jersey - 4/2/2009 - A group of 
witnesses observed an extremely bright light that 
appeared to be heading directly toward them. They 
became alarmed due to how low the object was 
flying. The object flew directly overhead, and emitted 
no detectible sound. The witnesses then observed a 
second smaller lighted object travelling above the first 
object at a 45 degree upward angle, travelling at 
exactly the same speed. The witnesses observed many 
more similar objects flying everywhere they looked. 
The activity continued for over three hours 
 
Alabama resident captures strange-looking object 
on Google - An Alabama resident recently submitted 
this photo to the Mutual UFO Network, wondering if 
they captured some sort of starship. The coordinates 
are RA 01:10:05, and the object is visible on WWT, 



Google sky, and sky-map.org. Mufon is continuing to 
investigate. 
 
Atlantic City, NJ - 4/2/2009 - The witness was 
standing in the back of the Flagship Hotel when they 
noticed an object falling straight down. The object 
was orb-shaped, burning an orange color, with white 
smoke trailing behind it. The witness lost view of the 
object when it became obscured behind a row of 
houses. 

 
 

  
 

SSiiggnnss  DDoowwnn  BBeellooww  
 

But know this: difficult times will come in 
the last days. For people will be lovers of 

self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 

ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, 
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, 
without love for what is good, traitors, 

reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, holding to the form of 

religion but denying its power.  
2 Timothy 3:1-5 

 
 

 
 

Giant laser experiment powers up 
BBC 
March 31, 2009 
 
The US has finished constructing a huge physics 
experiment aimed at recreating conditions at the heart 
of our Sun. 
 
The US National Ignition Facility is designed to 
demonstrate the feasibility of nuclear fusion, a 
process that could offer abundant clean energy. 
 
The lab will kick-start the reaction by focusing 192 
giant laser beams on a tiny pellet of hydrogen fuel. 
 
"It would mark the transition for laser fusion from 
'physics' to 'engineering reality'," he said. 
 
The California-based NIF is the largest experimental 
science facility in the US and contains the world's 
most powerful laser. It has taken 12 years to build. 
 
"This is a major milestone," said Dr Ed Moses, 
director of the facility. 
 
"We are well on our way to achieving what we set out 
to do - controlled, sustained nuclear fusion and energy 
gain for the first time ever in a laboratory setting." 
 
'Building blocks'  
 
Experiments will begin in June 2009, with the first 
significant results expected between 2010 and 2012. 
 
"We have an incredible amount to do and an 
incredible amount to learn," added Dr Moses. 
 
Fusion is looked on as the "holy grail" of energy 
sources because of its potential to supply almost 
limitless clean energy. 
But the challenge of creating a practical fusion reactor 
has eluded scientists for decades. Now, however, they 
believe they are nearing their goal. 
 
"We are now very close to the culmination of 50 
years' effort," explained Professor Dunne. 



 
There are currently several experimental facilities 
around the world aimed at demonstrating the building 
blocks of nuclear fusion. 
 
In this process, two heavier forms of hydrogen, 
known as deuterium and tritium, are fused together to 
form helium. 
 
Deuterium is commonly found in seawater, whilst 
tritium can be prepared from lithium, a relatively 
common element found in soil. 
 
When these isotopes are combined at high 
temperatures, a small amount of mass is lost and a 
colossal amount of energy is released. 
 
Energy gain 
 
Fusion naturally occurs at the centre of stars where 
huge gravitational pressure allows the process to 
happen at temperatures of about 10 million Celsius. 
 
At the much lower pressures on Earth, temperatures 
to produce fusion need to be much higher - above 100 
million Celsius. 
 
NIF will focus on a process known as inertially 
confined fusion, in which these extreme temperatures 
are achieved using ultra powerful lasers. 
 
"When all NIF lasers are fired at full energy, they will 
deliver 1.8 megajoules of ultraviolet energy to the 
target," explained Dr Moses. 
 
NIF's beams are intended to deliver more than 60 
times the energy of any previous laser system. When 
fired, the pulse will last just a few nanoseconds 
(billionths of a second) but it will impart 500 trillion 
watts of power - more than the peak electrical 
generating power of the entire United States. 
 
This intense energy will be focused on a ball-bearing-
sized pellet of fuel, ablating the surface and 
compressing the remaining material inwards. 
 
"This process will create temperatures of 100 million 
degrees and pressures billions of times greater than 
Earth's atmospheric pressure, forcing the hydrogen 
nuclei to fuse and release many times more energy 
than the laser energy required to spark the reaction," 
said Dr Moses. 
 
This "energy gain", as it is known, is key. If it works, 

NIF will release 10 to 100 times more energy than the 
amount pumped into the lasers to kick-start the 
reaction. 
 
Other experiments have shown that ignition is 
possible, but so far none has been able to demonstrate 
a net energy gain. 
 
"The world is looking to NIF to provide a clear, 
unequivocal demonstration that lasers can initiate 
fusion energy gain," said Professor Dunne. 
 
"This would lay the fundamental physics question to 
rest, allowing the community to focus on harnessing 
this energy." 
 
Twin track 
 
Although NIF is only at the beginning of its 
experimental life, scientists are already planning its 
successor, a European project known as Hiper (High 
Power Laser Energy Research). 
 
"The technology of NIF allows the laser to fire every 
few hours," explained Professor Dunne, director of 
Hiper. 
 
"This is right for the demonstration of the physics 
'proof of principle', but does not meet the requirement 
of a laser fusion power plant, which needs to operate 
a few times per second." 
 
Hiper aims to lay the foundations of this continuous 
fusion cycle by showing it can ignite a steady stream 
of fuel pellets. 
 
"This means a fundamentally different laser 
technology, a new approach to fuel pellet production, 
and a suite for robotic handling capability," said 
Professor Dunne. 
 
In October 2008, Hiper received approximately 13m 
euros of funding to carry out a feasibility study. It 
also has access to European hardware and capability 
worth a further 50m euros. 
 
If all goes well, engineers will begin to build the 
Hiper facility towards the end of the next decade, 
bringing the vision of a commercial fusion reactor 
one step closer to reality. 
 
At approximately the same time, scientists will also 
get their hands on another mammoth fusion 
experiment, the International Thermonuclear 



Experimental Reactor (Iter), currently being built in 
Cadarache, France. 
 
Iter will attempt to initiate fusion using a different 
method, known as magnetic confinement, in which a 
super-heated volume of gas is constrained by 
magnetic fields in a doughnut-shaped vessel known as 
a tokamak. 
 
"We are entering a period when much of the 
technology development is common to both 
approaches," said Professor Dunne. 
 
"We believe that the two-track approach is essential 
given the scale of the problem, and the predicted 
impact on society."  
 
To work, it must show that more energy can be 
extracted from the process than is required to initiate 
it. 
 
Professor Mike Dunne, who leads a European venture 
that is also pursuing nuclear fusion with lasers, told 
BBC News that if NIF was successful, it would be a 
"seismic event". 

 
 

 
 

World stocks take turn for worse 
BBC 
March 30, 2009 
 
Stock markets have fallen worldwide amid worries 
over the depth of the financial crisis and persistent 
problems in the US car industry. 
 
In New York, the Dow Jones slid 3.3% to close down 
254.16 points at 7,522.02. 
General Motors plunged after President Barack 
Obama ordered the resignation of boss Rick Wagoner 
and took a hard line on aid for the car industry. 
 
Germany's Dax fell 5.1%, France's Cac 40 shed 4.3% 
and the UK's FTSE 100 declined 3.5%. Asian stocks 
also fell. 
 
European markets were rattled after Spain was forced 
into its first bank rescue. 

 
France's main faller was Credit Agricole, down 
13.3%, while in Germany, the lead decliner was 
Commerzbank, which fell about 17%. 
 
The falls come after a period of recent gains for most 
stock markets. 
 
Car rescue 
 
On Monday, the White House announced that it had 
given ailing car firms Chrysler and GM strict 
deadlines to further restructure in order to have the 
chance of receiving further bail-out funding from the 
government. 
 
The US administration said plans presented by the 
two firms GM to date did not merit further aid. 
 
Chrysler has 30 days to come up with a new plan 
while GM has 60 days. 
 
"Perhaps this is simply the reality as capitalism and, 
in turn, economic growth, is reliant on companies 
failing as well as succeeding but equities on both 
sides of the Atlantic have been under pressure 
throughout the session as a result," said David 
Fineberg, chief dealer at CMC Markets. 
 
They have already received $14.7bn in bail-outs. 
 
Chrysler has requested a further $5bn while GM says 
it needs $16.7bn more. 
 
GM shares were down 25% at $2.71. Chrysler is not 
publicly quoted. 
 
Asia hit 
 
Hong Kong's Hang Seng index fell 4.7% amid 
concerns about Asia's ability to recover while the US 
remained weak. 
 
Japan's benchmark Nikkei index fell 4.5% after data 
showed industrial production slumped in February. 
 
Fears that demand for new cars is still a long way 
from recovering have hit car makers worldwide. 
 
Nissan fell 7.7%, Honda shed 6.7% and Toyota fell 
3.7%. 
 
Finance shares were also hit, with KB Financial 



Group down 6.5% in Seoul and Mitsubishi UFJ 
Finance down 8.8% in Tokyo. 
 
Also adding to worries were comments from JP 
Morgan and Bank of America that business 
conditions had worsened recently. 

 
 

 
 

Bankrupting the world  
Online Journal 
by Jerry Mazza 
March 30, 2009 
 
The so-called Public Private Partnership Investment 
Program (PPPIP) introduced last Monday, by 
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner not only stands 
to bankrupt America but the global financial system 
as well. This is the worst yet of the bailouts, a swindle 
if ever there was one, which will cause President 
Obama’s approval rating to plummet. In fact, count 
me among those coming to the president’s aid. I 
really don’t think he understands what this means. 
 
Consider Geithner as the face, the voice though not 
the brain, for this program which advocates turning 
over the keys to the banking system to a bunch of 
hedge fund sharks, and all at taxpayer’s expense. The 
cost could more likely end up being $6 trillion than 
the $1 trillion in starter money. In fact, it’s more 
likely that the dastardly plan was launched like a 
missile from jolly old London, which is in line to lose 
big if their offshore hedge fund empire is shut down. 
 
So, we are not dealing with just your typical political 
blunder. This is a policy fiasco built to bring down the 
United States altogether. I believe it’s coming from a 
London-based financial oligarchy out to do in the US 
altogether. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and 
House Financial Services Committee Chairman 
Barney Frank and the one and only Larry Summers, 
head of the Whitehouse Economic Council, are 
completely complicit in what amounts to an act of 
treason in recommending this. 
 
Parenthetically, remember that it was Summers who, 
as Treasury secretary under Bill Clinton worked 
indefatigably to repeal the Glass Steagall Act of 1933 
in 1999. And Summers worked to replace it with the 

11/12/99 Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, which was 
enacted on Nov. 12, 1999. The first Glass-Steagall 
Act was passed in February 1932 to stem deflation 
and expand the Federal Reserve’s power to offer 
rediscounts on more types of assets and issue 
government bonds as well as commercial paper. 
 
The second Glass-Steagall Act was passed in 1933 
when FDR took office to shore up the collapse of a 
large portion of the American commercial banking 
system. It established the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC), still indispensable to this day, 
and included banking reforms which were created to 
control speculation. Its most notable feature was that 
it prohibited a bank holding company from owning 
other financial companies. It made sure that a 
commercial or investment bank and a savings and 
loan bank were separate entities and never the twain 
should meet. 
 
This meant you couldn’t have the likes of Citigroup, 
the now defunct Lehman-Brothers, Bear-Stearns, 
Merrill Lynch, Morgan Stanley, Deutsche Bank, et al 
playing spin the derivatives with your checking 
account or savings account money. Yet this 
separation of investment and savings, almost as good 
as separation of church and state, removed a major 
source of capital available to the casino side of the 
stock market, particularly the hedge funds like AIG’s 
Financial Product arm, a hedge fund stuck onto the 
world’s once largest insurance company, now 
practically worthless. 
 
In fact, to gain a sense of the worthiness of the Glass-
Steagall act, China still maintains its principle: a 
separation between commercial banking and the 
securities industries. In the wake of world financial 
distress, Chinese support for this grand concept 
remains strong. But to free market Wall Street and 
financiers, the Glass Steagall Act remained a moving 
target from day one to 1980 and on. 
Returning to Geithner’s Public Private Partnership 
Investment Program (PPPIP), it would permit 
worthless or semi-worthless debt paper on the books 
of these “everything banks” to be bought up by 
taxpayer dollars at some 80 or 90 cents on the dollar, 
then turned over as assets for the very offshore hedge 
funds that have played such a major role in the 
unfolding of the financial debacle. Because the stakes 
are so great, and the president himself seems like he’s 
listening to the wrong people, notice must be taken, 
now. Promises were made to the American people to 
protect their assets. 



 
This PPPIP is really an extension of Paulson’s TARP, 
throwing a trillion dollars in the air for hedge fund 
grabs. Meanwhile, the “investors” themselves would 
only put up a tiny fraction of the capital. The lion’s 
share would come from taxpayer money, pumped 
through the Treasury Department and the Federal 
Reserve. This is part of a continuing financial 
conspiracy. Also, to the extent that any private funds 
are railroaded into this black hole in financial space, it 
further dries up private funds for any kind of 
productive investment. 
 
Its object is to force the government to come up with 
one giveaway program after another, which could 
easily end up creating massive hyperinflation. 
Derivatives themselves were introduced in October of 
1987, on the heels of a bust as big as the Depression 
of 1929, by none other than former Fed “Guru” Alan 
Greenspan. They amounted to nothing more really 
than a form of casino gambling. We can thank 
Greenspan and his derivatives for much of the 
financial devastation we see around us, particularly 
the AIG Financial Products disgrace. 
 
The question now is why would we want to light a 
financial flame under derivative speculation with 
another trillion dollars from the PPPIP hedge fund 
bonanza, and in so doing set the global financial 
markets on fire? Will President Obama take hold of 
this situation and realize his presidency and his 
administration are dancing on the edge. To tie this 
nearly worthless mortgage paper to the economy, this 
paper tied to a derivatives market valued in the 
hundreds of trillions, dwarfing the market itself, 
would be to sink our economy and the world 
economy with it. Cut the cord. 
 
What needs to be done is to look at the banks through 
the Glass-Steagall lens. Those parts of the banks that 
meet with Glass-Steagall standards should be 
protected, and be protected with available credit, not 
with “buy-offs.” The garbage securities should simply 
be frozen and saved for later inspection. We can’t bail 
out the garbage. It will bankrupt the United States. In 
fact, as Lyndon LaRouche suggests, this would be an 
excellent time to have a bankruptcy reorganization. 
 
The alternative is a financial meltdown, followed by 
major citizen blowback, followed by the beginning of 
the end. And it ain’t gonna be pretty. Not for Obama, 
Pelosi, Frank, Geithner, Summers and the whole 
gang! So stop the PPPIP now! 

 
 

 
 

Kenyan lions being poisoned by pesticides' 
The Independent 
by Daniel Howden 
April 3, 2009 
 
Conservationists in Kenya are calling for a deadly 
pesticide to be banned after it was linked to the 
poisoning of a "staggering" number of lions and other 
wildlife. 
 
The East African nation famous for its immense game 
reserves is also home to traditional cattle herders 
whose livestock often comes under threat from 
predators such as lions and hyenas. In the past, this 
has seen lions shot or speared but more recently 
herders have switched to using deadly chemicals 
sprinkled over animal carcasses and left as traps for 
the big cats. 
 
The lion researcher Laurence Frank, from the 
University of California, said lions were dying at a 
"staggering rate" with as many as 75 poisoned in the 
past five years. Combined with other threats including 
loss of habitat, this could eventually see the lion 
become extinct, Dr Frank told CBS's 60 Minutes.  
 
Kenya's lion population is a fifth of what it was in the 
1970s and across Africa the numbers are down to 
30,000 from highs of 200,000. Herders living on the 
fringe of parks such as the Masai Mara are said to be 
using a tasteless and odorless chemical known as 
carbofuran, which, when eaten by animals, leads first 
to paralysis and then death over the course of 24 to 36 
hours. 
 
The drug is marketed as Furudan and is available in 
small pellet form over the counter in Kenya. Furudan 
is already banned in the EU and its use is restricted in 
the US, where it was blamed for the deaths of two 
million birds. In its granular form it is used to 
eradicate insects on crops such as rice and corn. 
 
The Kenyan conservationist Richard Leakey said: 
"We are appealing to the government... to go the way 
of Europe and the USA and ban the importation, sale, 
distribution and use of this deadly chemical in 
Kenya." The drug has become well known in rural 



Kenya, Dr Leakey said, as a way to easily dispose of 
predators. 
 
The Philadelphia-based manufacturer of Furudan says 
it is taking "aggressive action" to prevent misuse of 
the product. It has halted sales to Kenya and is trying 
to buy back supplies. 
 
"We will not resume sales until such time as we can 
be assured that the deliberate widespread misuse of 
our product won't occur, and if we can't be assured of 
that there is going to be no more sales to Kenya," said 
Milton Steele, the vice-president of the FMC 
corporation. The company had no evidence that its 
product was directly involved, he added, but would 
work with conservationists to address the issue. 
 
Simon Thomsett, a Kenyan bird expert, said he feared 
that Furudan-poisoned carcasses were also connected 
to "the dramatic drop-off in the number of birds of 
prey" in recent years. Big predators poisoned with 
carbofuran are consumed by carrion eaters. 
 
Efforts have been made to ease tensions between 
Kenya's many herder communities and its 
multimillion-pound tourist industry. 
 
However, little profit from the safari industry trickles 
down to the pastoralists and a compensation scheme 
in Masai Mara had to be scrapped because of a lack of 
funds last year. 

 
 

 
 

Pulitzer winner Seymour Hersh reveals Cheney's 
assassination ring, gets no press 
Examiner.com 
by Fred Burks 
March 28, 2009 
 
Investigative reporter Seymour Hersh is best known 
for breaking the shocking My Lai massacre story 
during the Vietnam war, in which hundreds of 
unarmed civilians in a Vietnamese village were 
slaughtered by U.S. soldiers in March 1968. His 
courageous reporting on this sad chapter in history 
won him a Pulitzer Prize. In recent years, his incisive 

coverage of the Abu Ghraib abuses and torture has 
also been widely followed and respected. 
 
So when Mr. Hersh spilled the beans earlier this 
month about an executive assassination ring which 
reported directly to Dick Cheney, why did the major 
media give this so little coverage? The news spread 
widely through alternative news websites, yet leading 
newspapers and other major media (with a few 
exceptions) gave little to no coverage. Could it be that 
there are powerful people who don't want the public 
to know about such things? 
 
Below are key excerpts of an article on the revelations 
of Mr. Hersh in the Minnesota Post, one of the few 
newspapers to publish the story.  
 
Investigative reporter Seymour Hersh may have made 
a little more news than he intended by talking about 
new alleged instances of domestic spying by the CIA, 
and about an ongoing covert military operation that 
he called an "executive assassination ring." [Hersh 
said] "after 9/11 ... the Central Intelligence Agency 
was very deeply involved in domestic activities 
against people they thought to be enemies of the state, 
without any legal authority for it. Today, there was a 
story in the New York Times that ... mentioned 
something known as the Joint Special Operations 
Command -- JSOC. They reported directly to the 
Cheney office. They did not report to the chairman of 
the joint chiefs of staff or to Mr. [Robert] Gates, the 
secretary of defense. They reported directly to 
[Cheney]. Congress has no oversight of it." 
 
"It’s an executive assassination ring essentially, and 
it’s been going on and on. They’ve been going into 
countries, not talking to the ambassador or the CIA 
station chief, and finding people on a list and 
executing them. That’s been going on in the name of 
all of us." He added that both the press and the public 
let down their guard in the aftermath of 9/11. "The 
major newspapers joined the [Bush] team." Top 
editors passed the message to investigative reporters 
not to 'pick holes' in what Bush was doing. 
 
MSNBC was one of the few to give good coverage to 
the revelations of Seymour Hersh. You can watch that 
coverage immediately below. 
  
While we can be thankful for the exceptions like 
MSNBC in this case, all too often the major media are 
failing at their responsibility to educate the public and 
expose gross and illegal manipulations on the part of 
government and industry. So it is increasingly up to 



us to spread the news. Using the powerful capabilities 
of the Internet, we can insist that corruption be rooted 
out and illegal assassinations and associated 
assassination squads be stopped. 
 
You can help by spreading the word and urging your 
political and media representatives to take action. See 
the section below for actions you can take to make a 
difference in our world. And do share your thoughts 
and ideas with us here. We welcome your comments 
below. 
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U.S. jobless rate hits 25-year high 
Reuters 
by Lucia Mutikani 
April 3, 2009 
 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. unemployment 
rate soared to 8.5 percent last month, a 25-year high, 
as employers slashed jobs and cut workers' hours to 

the lowest level on record, the government said on 
Friday. 
 
In a report underscoring the economy's distress, the 
Labor Department said employers slashed 663,000 
jobs in March and revised prior data to show job 
losses of 741,000 in January, the biggest decline since 
October 1949. February's drop in non-farm payrolls 
was unrevised at 651,000. 
But coming in the wake of recent economic data that 
has surprised on the upside, the report did little to 
alter perceptions that the economy's downward 
momentum is slowing, as unemployment tends to 
peak well after a recession ends. 
 
The economy, now in its 16th month of recession, 
remained on track to recover in the second half of this 
year and the intense phase of job losses is likely over, 
economists said. 
 
"I don't think the recovery for the end of this year is 
derailed by this jobs report. These are lagging 
indicators. Job losses are down significantly from 
January, which may very well be the peak," said 
Bernard Baumohl, chief global economist at the 
Economic Outlook Group in Princeton, New Jersey. 
 
U.S. stocks initially fell on the data but reversed 
course to end higher, cheered by solid earnings from 
BlackBerry maker Research in Motion and comments 
from Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke on 
efforts to stabilize banks. The Dow Jones industrial 
ended up 39.51 points at 8,017.59. 
 
Government bond prices fell sharply, as some traders 
had braced for an even weaker jobs report. 
 
Economists had expected non-farm payrolls to fall by 
a slightly less severe 650,000 jobs in March, but had 
anticipated the jump in the jobless rate from 
February's 8.1 percent. 
 
The March unemployment rate was the highest since 
November 1983, when the economy was recovering 
from the back-to-back recessions of 1980 and 1981, 
the latter lasting 16 months. 
 
Since the start of the current downturn in December 
2007, the economy has shed 5.1 million jobs, with 
about two-thirds of the losses occurring in the last 
five months, the department said. In the first quarter 
of 2009, 2 million jobs were lost. 
 
WORST OF JOB LOSSES LIKELY OVER  



 
"What we saw today may indicate the intense portion 
of job declines may have reached its nadir," said 
Joseph Brusuelas, an economist at Moody's 
Economy.com in West Chester, Pennsylvania. "The 
fact that weekly jobless claims continue to increase 
and we have further auto cuts in front of us creates 
some risk." 
To combat the deep recession, which is on track to 
become next month the longest downturn since the 
Great Depression, the government has put in place a 
$787 billion package of tax cuts and spending. In 
addition, the Federal Reserve has pumped trillions of 
dollars into the economy. 
 
Christina Romer, the head of the White House 
Council of Economic Advisers, called the job figures 
"unquestionably horrible." She told Reuters 
Television the economy should be growing by the 
year's end, but that jobs growth would lag. 
 
"As painful as it is to say, you have to be a little bit 
patient, that is unfortunately where we are," she said. 
"We are taking every action we can to make sure we 
don't see numbers like this a few months from now." 
 
Job losses in March were broad-based. Even 
government payrolls, normally resilient during 
downturns, contracted -- the first drop since 
December. Only education and health services added 
jobs. 
 
The manufacturing sector shed 161,000 jobs last 
month, after eliminating 169,000 positions in 
February. Construction payrolls fell 126,000 after a 
107,000 loss in February, and the service sector axed 
358,000 positions after cutting 366,000. 
 
The report showed it has become increasingly 
difficult to find new jobs, with the number of 
Americans experiencing long spells of joblessness 
rising by 265,000 to 3.2 million. Nearly one in four of 
the unemployed had been jobless for 27 weeks or 
more, the highest ratio since mid-1983. 
 
Rising unemployment is cutting into household 
incomes, which already have been decimated by the 
collapse in housing and stock prices, restricting 
consumers' spending ability. 
 
A separate report showed activity in the service 
sector, which represents about 80 percent of U.S. 
economic activity, shrank for a sixth straight month in 
March. The Institute for Supply Management's 

services index slipped to 40.8 from 41.6 in February, 
indicating a deepening contraction. 
 
In the jobs report, a measure of unemployed people 
working part-time for economic reasons and those 
who have given up looking for work hit a record rate 
of 15.6 percent from 14.8 percent in February. 
The length of the average work week fell to 33.2 
hours in March, the lowest on records dating back to 
1964, from 33.3 hours the prior month, suggesting 
further job losses ahead and erosion of first-quarter 
output. 
 
While payrolls generally lag the rest of the economy, 
economists cautioned that continued steep job losses 
could outweigh government efforts to resuscitate the 
economy. 
 
"The fiscal stimulus will be overwhelmed if the job 
market does not begin to stabilize in the coming 
months. We will be keeping a close eye on jobless 
claims," said Ethan Harris, co-chief U.S. economist at 
Barclays Capital in New York.  

 
 

 
 

Fear of regulation drives gun, ammo 
shortage 
USA Today 
by Ben Neary, AP 
March 30, 2009 
 
CHEYENNE, Wyo. — Concern that the Obama 
administration could impose a new ban on some 
semiautomatic weapons is driving worried gun 
owners to stockpile ammunition and cartridge 
reloading components at such a rate that 
manufacturers can't meet demand. 
 
Attorney General Eric Holder last month suggested 
that President Obama's administration favors 
reinstituting a U.S. ban on the sale of assault 
weapons. President Bill Clinton first signed such a 
ban into law in 1994, generally blocking some 
military-style guns with magazines that hold many 
cartridges. President George W. Bush had allowed the 
ban to expire. 



 
"We have heard from all across the country that there 
is a tremendous shortage of ammunition," said 
Lawrence Keane, senior vice president of the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation. "We've heard 
this from the manufacturers, that their customers are 
calling them trying to get supplies for inventory, and 
that the manufacturers are going full-bore, pardon the 
pun." 
 
The Newtown, Conn.-based foundation is a trade 
organization representing firearms and ammunition 
manufacturers as well as retail gun shops. 
 
"Semiautomatic rifles are selling at an incredibly 
brisk pace," said Keane, adding that many 
manufacturers of semiautomatic rifles and pistols are 
already so backordered that this year's entire 
production is already spoken for. 
 
He said the current ammunition shortage followed the 
increase in gun sales. While the current shortage 
includes cartridges for popular semiautomatic rifles 
and pistols that were covered by the Clinton-era 
weapons ban, it also extends to other common 
varieties including common revolver cartridges and 
.22 rimfire cartridges used for hunting or target 
shooting. 
 
In Wyoming, the run on bullets and reloading 
components reached such a frenzy that Cheyenne 
retailer Frontier Arms recently began rationing sales, 
said Becky Holtz, co-owner of the shop. Holtz said 
she's also been selling semiautomatic rifles as fast as 
she can put them on the shelves. 
 
"You know there's something wrong when I've got 
little old ladies coming in buying 5,000 rounds of .22 
shells," Holtz said. 
 
Jere Jordan is general manager Midsouth Shooters 
Supply in Clarksville, Tenn. — one of a handful of 
firms in the country that specializes in mail-order 
sales of ammunition and reloading components and 
equipment. 
 
In common with similar supply houses, Midsouth has 
run out of most ammunition in the calibers commonly 
used in semiautomatic pistols and popular military 
rifles. It's also backordered on many other types of 
cartridges. 
 
"After the election, where you have a change of 
parties to a more liberal side, I would say I guess the 

conservatives want to protect what they feel might be 
taken away from them, either through a tax, or an all-
out ban," Jordan said. 
 
Midsouth and other similar dealers say they're also 
sold out of most varieties of primers used by 
hobbyists to handload cartridges. Primers are the 
explosive caps that ignite gunpowder in rifle and 
pistol cartridges. 
 
Jordan said his company is taking orders for bullets 
and primers, but isn't sure when they'll be filled. 
 
"The wait? We're not even guessing on the wait 
anymore," Jordan said. "It's exceeding 60 days." 
 
Keane, of the Shooting Sports Foundation, said there 
are no national statistics that directly track firearms 
sales. However, he noted that there's been a sharp rise 
in the number of instant background checks that the 
FBI performs each time a person buys a gun at a gun 
store. Such checks are not required for personal sales, 
or for gun purchases at gun shows. 
 
The FBI performed more than 4.2 million firearms 
background checks from November 2008 through this 
January, according to agency figures. That's an 
increase of more than 31% above the 3.2 million 
checks the agency performed from November 2007 
through January 2008. 
 
Keane said concerns other than the prospect of new 
federal regulations are also driving gun and 
ammunition sales. Those include the faltering 
economy and the potential side-effect of an increase 
in crime, he said. 
 
"There's a concern about what's happening to the 
stock market, what's happening with unemployment, 
what's happening with the tremendous increase in 
government spending, whether there will be 
hyperinflation," Keane said. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Ghana: Red Alert - Pedophiles All Over 
allAfrica.com 
Ama Achiaa Amankwah 
March 30, 2009 
 
Accra — The number of defilement cases in Ghana 
appears to be increasing, with a reported incident of 
forced sexual intercourse with a minor appearing 
almost daily in the media. Expert s say the rampant 
cases of defilement across the country could pass as 
pedophilia, when assessed which is being disguised as 
defilement. 
 
The Acting Chief Psychiatrist of the Accra 
Psychiatric Hospital, Dr. Akwasi Osei told Public 
Agenda that although pedophilia is against the law in 
Ghana, it is not treated as such; instead it is treated as 
defilement. If we really realize that some of these 
people are actually pedophiles, then the first point of 
call should be somebody requiring psychiatric 
treatment, Dr. Osei emphasized. 
 
According to Dr. Akwasi Osei, Ghana has overlooked 
this aspect of sex crimes for far too long and it is 
important to take it into consideration now. For now, 
Ghana is only scratching the face of the matter, he 
said. 
 
In the first two months of this year, the Domestic 
Violence and Victim Support Unit of the Ghana 
Police Service (DOVVSU) reported 77 cases of 
defilement. March figures have not yet been 
computed. 
 
Last year, the Accra Division of DOVVSU recorded 
552 reported cases of defilement, up 81.3 percent 
from the 449 reported in 2007. In 2008, defilement 
cases ranked third among all crimes. The Western 
Regional office of DOVVSU last year recorded a 
total of 2,071 general cases, 133, or .06 percent, of 
which were cases of defilement, defined as corrupting 
the chastity of or debauching, violating or raping. 
 
But Eric Appiah Okrah, a child protection specialist at 
UNICEF in Accra, cautioned that although the 

number of sexual assaults against children would 
appear to be on the rise, in reality it may just be that 
more people are reporting the crime because of 
increased education on the issue. 
 
"As more people get to be aware of this and the 
consequences on future child development, then the 
likelihood is that more cases are reported to the police 
and come into the limelight," Mr. Okrah said, adding 
that getting people to report the crime in some regions 
of the country is still an up-hill battle. "It is shrouded 
in a kind of secrecy. You realize in the rural areas in 
several quarters that (the topic of) sexuality is a no-go 
area and so when it happens there is a tendency to 
treat it in-house within the family because of the 
stigma and disgrace it could bring to the family." 
 
The fact that some perpetrators of defilement are 
arrested several times for the crime has raised concern 
as to whether the nation is really dealing with 
pedophiles and Ghana is refusing to name the 
criminals as such. 
 
Pedophilia is defined as an obsession with children as 
sex objects. Overt acts, including taking sexually 
explicit photographs, molesting children, and 
exposing one's genitalia to children are all crimes. 
Pedophilia is also commonly treated as a mental 
illness, and the pedophile is often released only to 
repeat the crimes or escalate the activity to the level 
of murder. 
 
Dr. Osei said Ghana is criminalizing all offences, 
including defilement, some of which may be a 
psychiatric condition and not a criminal condition. 
 
Dr. Osei explained that since pedophilia is a 
subconscious personality development or a 
psychological makeup a person forms as he grow up, 
perpetrators of defilement need to be assessed to 
determine if they are really pedophiles. An 
assessment can include talking to relatives and friends 
about the persons history, he said. 
 
He admits, though, that certainly a good number of 
defilers found may actually be pedophiles, as 
pedophilia is just one of the abnormal types of sexual 
activity. He added that other abnormal sexual activity 
include a preference for animals, feces, etc. 
 
However, Dr. Osei said that others may be defiling 
under-aged females not for sexual pleasures, but 
because they have been fed with the wrong 
information. "Some people think that if you are HIV 



positive and you go in for a young girl or a virgin, 
you could be cured. Others also do it just because 
they want to have an adventure." 
 
He added that although it is not impossible, 
pedophilia is difficult to treat, as such persons need to 
be taken through a whole kind of behavior therapy. 
 
"Generally, there are lots of loopholes in our system. 
Unlike developed countries, there are no security 
psychiatric units within the prisons which provide 
reformed training and psychiatric treatment." 
Consequently, he said, such convicts come out of 
prison only to repeat their crime." 
 
Dr. Osei called for a revision of the law so that such 
people can be assessed. He said it is dangerous for 
Ghana to be putting a good number of people in 
prison as criminals while ignoring psychiatric 
treatment, which is a disservice to the perpetrator and 
society at large. Proper methods of handling such 
cases need to be put in place, he said. 
 
"The idea is not to imprison the person because he has 
committed a crime, but we need to revise our laws 
and deal with it as (a mental illness). The fact is that if 
you assess and he is found to be a pedophile then you 
treat him as such." 
 
Dr. Osei said he hopes that when the National 
Identification System becomes operational and the 
biometric data of the citizenry imputed, it will help 
Ghana to solve the problem. 
 
A source at the Accra office of DOVSSU told Public 
Agenda that the unit is unable to keep track of 
perpetrators of defilement after their conviction 
because there is no mechanism to do so. Complicating 
the matter is the poor addressing system in the 
country as a whole. 
 
"It makes things difficult because after their release 
from prison society needs to be aware of their history 
so they can be alert," said the source, who asked not 
to be identified. 
 
More stringent laws and greater enforcement of those 
laws, said Mr. OKrah, will discourage pedophile and 
become a deterrent to the crime. 
 
A legal associate at the Centre for Public Interest 
Law, Mr. Kissi Agyebeng, argued that the issue is not 
about what to call the sexual deviancy, rather, he said, 
the most important thing is that there is a law that 

prohibits pedophilia with a seven-year minimum 
penalty and 25-year maximum confinement. 
 
"Although there have been bold attempts by 
officialdom to deal with the issue, it could be better." 
 
Mr. Okrah agrees, adding that overall Ghana is doing 
a "good" job in addressing the issue of defilement. 
"We have laws on defilement and rape that are there. 
Now we have specialized enforcement institutions 
(DOVVSU, the police anti-human trafficking 
division) which have a bias for the victim. However, 
it's one thing establishing such institutions and 
making laws and it's another thing to provide the 
resources," he said. 
 
"The government needs to strengthen the institutional 
capacity not only in terms of logistics but the human 
resources, in terms of training, for them to be able to 
detect the issues. So, when I say that Ghana is doing 
well, there is a lot of room for improvement." 
 
Meanwhile, reports of defilement are reported almost 
daily in the nation's newspapers. 
 
The Daily Guide newspaper reported last month that a 
24-year-old fisherman allegedly defiled a 7-year-old 
girl at New Takoradi in the Western Region. In 
another report, the newspaper reported that 44-year-
old Eric Engman was arrested by Nima Police in 
Accra for allegedly defiling five girls ranging in age 
from 6 to 8. 
 
And Public Agenda in its Friday edition published a 
report of a 20-year-old man, Yaw Nyatseh of 
Sankore, near Kukuom in the Asunafo South district, 
who was sentenced to 20 years imprisonment in hard 
labour for defiling two teenagers. Public Agenda also 
reported that a 24-year-old man was sentenced to 
seven years imprisonment in hard labour after 
pleading guilty to a charge of defiling a 10-year-old 
pupil. 
 
In a 2005 United Nations survey of 2,011 women 
from throughout Ghana, 6 percent of the women said 
they had been defiled before. Seventy-eight percent of 
the perpetrators, the women in the survey reported, 
were either close relatives, acquaintances or family 
friends. 
 
In the same survey, of the 1,035 males who 
participated, 52 percent said men have sex with very 
young girls because of weak morals. Fourteen percent 
thought that men who do that are opportunists, 13 



percent said the men lack self respect and 8 percent 
thought that such men are not normal and may have 
psychological problems. 
 
The survey, "Violence Against Women: The 
Ghanaian Case," was coordinated by the United 
Nations' Division for the Advancement of Women. 

 
 

 
 

One in 10 Americans gets help to buy food 
Reuters 
April 2, 2009 
 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A record 32.2 million 
people -- one in every 10 Americans -- received food 
stamps at the latest count, the government said on 
Thursday, a reflection of the recession now in its 16th 
month. 
 
Food stamps, the major U.S. anti-hunger program, 
help poor people buy groceries. The average benefit 
was $112.82 per person in January. 
 
The January figure marks the third time in five 
months that enrollment set a record. 
 
"A weakened economy means that many more 
individuals are turning to SNAP/Food Stamps," said 
the Food Research and Action Center, an anti-hunger 
group, using the acronym for the renamed food stamp 
program, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program. 
 
The U.S. unemployment rate was 8.1 percent in 
February, the highest in 25 years. New claims for 
jobless benefits totaled 669,000 last week, the highest 
in 26 years, the government said on Thursday. 
 
Food stamp enrollment rose in 46 of the 50 states 
during January as the national total rose by 580,000 
people, or 1.3 percent, from December, when the 
previous record was set, said Agriculture Department 
figures. 
 
Vermont, Alaska and South Dakota had increases of 
more than 5 percent. Texas had the largest 
enrollment, 2.984 million, down 65,000, followed by 

California at 2.545 million, up 43,000, and New York 
with 2.211 million, up 37,000. 
"It is a very difficult time for low-income families 
and individuals and also a difficult time for the groups 
that serve them," said Valentine Breitbarth of Bread 
for the City, a group that works with poor families in 
Washington. 
 
Food stamp benefits get a temporary 13 percent 
increase, beginning with this month, under the 
economic stimulus law signed by President Barack 
Obama. The increase equals $80 a month for a 
household of four. 
 
Recent food stamp data 
 
Month Enrollment 
 
September 2008 31.587 million 
 
October 2008 31.050 million 
 
November 2008 31.097 million 
 
December 2008 31.784 million 
 
January 2009 32.205 million 

 
 

 
 

"Disrespected" Binghamton Shooter Bitter 
Over Job Loss 
NBC 
by Daniel Macht, Caitlin Millat and Tamer El-Ghobashy 
April 5, 2009 
 
The gunman at the center of the Binghamton, New 
York, massacre was described as an angry loner with 
a drug problem who was embarrassed and enraged by 
his inability to assimilate and hold down a job as 
authorities tried to piece together what set him off and 
lead him to murder 13 innocent people at an 
immigration center Friday, before committing suicide. 
 
What was clear is that Jiverly Wong was a registered 
gun owner who had recently become despondent over 
being fired from his job and had braced for a battle 
with cops after trapping his victims and shooting 
them methodically. He wore body armor but ended up 
killing himself at the sound of approaching police. 



 
Authorities also credited one of the first victims of the 
attack with preventing more bloodshed by pretending 
to be dead, calling 911 and giving police detailed 
information on the killer's path -- all the while 
bleeding from a gunshot wound to her abdomen that 
left her in critical condition. 
 
"He must have been a coward," Binghamton's Police 
Chief Joseph Zikuski said, speculating that Wong 
decided to turn the gun on himself when he heard 
sirens. "He had a lot of ammunition on him, so thank 
God before more lives were lost, he decided to do 
that." 
 
Wong was the "kind of guy who would come in mad 
one day and shoot people," said Kevin Greene, who 
described himself as a former co-worker of the 
alleged shooter at a Shop Vac assembly plant that had 
since closed, the New York Daily News reported. 
 
Greene said that he had asked Wong -- who also used 
Jiverly Voong as an alias -- whether he liked the New 
York Yankees. 
 
"He said, 'No, I don't like that team. I don't like 
America. America sucks," Greene said, adding that 
Wong's penchant for guns was well known and that 
he often practiced shooting at ranges. 
 
On Saturday, Zikuski told NBC's "Today'' show that 
people "degraded and disrespected'' the gunman, a 
Vietnamese immigrant, over his poor English skills. 
Mayor Matthew Ryan told ABC's "Good Morning 
America'' he was angry about his language issues and 
his lack of employment. 
 
Zikuski also said Wong was prepared for a battle with 
cops. He was wearing body armor. He was also a 
lawful gun owner, having permits for the two 
semiautomatic handguns that he used in the deadly 
attack. 
 
Wong was ethnically Chinese but from Vietnam, a 
friend said Saturday. He was angry about recently 
losing a job, couldn't find work and complained that 
his unemployment checks were only $200 a week, 
said Hue Huynh, a Binghamton grocery store 
proprietor whose husband worked with Wong years 
ago. 
 
Wong moved to the U.S. in the early 1990's and had 
driven a truck in California before recently returning 
to Binghamton, only to lose a job there, Huynh said. 

 
"He's upset he don't have a job here. He come back 
and want to work," she said. Her husband tried to 
cheer him by telling him he was still young and there 
was plenty of time to find work, but he complained 
about his "bad luck," she said. 
 
State police got tips suggesting that Wong may have 
been planning a bank robbery in 1999, possibly to 
support a crack-cocaine addiction, Zikuski said. But 
the robbery never happened. 
 
An 'act of senseless violence' 
 
The 41-year-old gunman shot himself to death after 
the bloody rampage that critically wounded four 
others and shattered the peace of a small business 
center in downtown Binghamton, sending shock-
waves as far as Europe, where President Barack 
Obama called it an "act of senseless violence." 
 
Obama, speaking from Germany, said he and 
Michelle Obama were praying for the victims and 
their families. 
 
Closer to home, the New York Governor expressed 
"outrage" over what he called "the worst tragedy and 
senseless crime in the history of this city." 
 
"I speak for all of New York when I offer my prayers 
for the victims and families of this tragedy," New 
York Gov. David Paterson said hours after the 
bloodbath that was meticulously planned and 
executed. 
 
"It was just panic," said Alex Galkin, an immigrant 
from Uzbekistan, who was taking English classes 
when the shots rang out. He ran to the basement with 
a group of people to escape the chaos. 
 
Cops searched Wong's home Friday evening and 
carried out evidence that included three computer 
hard drives, a brown canvas rifle case, a briefcase, a 
small suitcase and several paper bags. 
 
Zikuski said the dead suspect was "known" to people 
at the center and had attended classes up until last 
month. 
 
A woman who identified herself as Wong's sister said 
she did not think he was the shooter and insisted he 
may have been a victim. 
"He didn't have a gun. I think somebody involved, not 
him. I think he got shot by somebody else," said the 



woman, who refused to give her name. "I think there's 
a misunderstanding over here because I want to know, 
too." 
 
As authorities worked to identify the victims, they 
offered few details on how the killer executed his 
deadly plan. They said most of the victims had 
suffered multiple gunshot wounds. 
 
Before his rampage, the shooter pulled a car up to the 
back door of the facility at about 10:30 a.m. to block a 
key escape route. He then entered the building 
through the front door. 
 
"It obviously was premeditated. He was making sure 
nobody could escape," Zikuski said. 
 
The chief defended the time it took officers to go into 
the building — an hour to 90 minutes. 
 
"If some crazy lunatic decides to pick up a gun and go 
someplace and start shooting people, I really don't 
have the answer how long for us that could prevent 
anything like that," Zikuski said. 
 
"What I will tell you is that the police did the right 
thing," he said. "We have procedures and protocols." 
 
The hero receptionist 
 
The shooter first wounded two receptionists, a male 
and a female, at the center's front desk. The female, 
61-year-old Shirley DeLucia, now in critical 
condition, pretended she was dead to fool the shooter, 
then ducked underneath her desk to make the 911 call 
that alerted police. 
 
Zikuski, the police chief, said DeLucia stayed on the 
phone for 90 minutes, "feeding us information 
constantly," despite a serious wound in the abdomen. 
 
"She's a hero in her own right," he said. 
 
The other receptionist died from gunshot wounds, 
Zikuski said. 
 
The shooter then entered an adjacent room, where 
dozens of potential citizens were gathered to take an 
exam, and continued to fire. Most of the test-takers 
could barely speak English, Zikuski said. 
 
 
Police showed up within two minutes of the 
receptionist's call - and about a minute after cops 

arrived, the shooting stopped. Officers were in 
constant contact with those inside the building, 
instructing them on how to build barricades to keep 
the shooter out. 
 
SWAT teams spent several hours clearing the 
building and escorted dozens of people out safely, 
Zikuski said. Cops also rescued 26 visitors who had 
locked themselves in the basement of the center. 
 
Zikuski said officials don't know how many bullets 
were fired or how long the gunman shot, but that 
they'll continue to question survivors for information 
about the shooting. 
 
Officers recovered two handguns from the scene, 
Zikuski said. 
 
"An examination was being given for...immigrants to 
become Americans," Vice President Joe Biden said. 
"I ask you to keep these folks in your prayers. We've 
got to figure out a way to deal with this senseless, 
senseless violence." 
 
Center staff 'stricken with grief' 
 
The American Civic Association is an organization 
that helps immigrants in the Binghamton area with 
naturalization applications, according to U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services. Mary Pat 
Hyland, a teacher at the center, told MSNBC that 
many of the immigrants who frequented the 
association were from Vietnam and Laos. 
 
"We have a very diverse ethnic area," Hyland said. 
 
"This is a terrible tragedy and our hearts and prayers 
go out to the victims and their families," Sens. 
Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand said in a 
joint statement Friday afternoon. 
 
The area is in a stretch on the west side of the 
Chenango River in the city of about 45,000 near the 
Pennsylvania border. Emergency vehicles lined the 
streets in the neighborhood which is a mix of homes 
and small businesses. 
 
The association's president, Angela Leach, "is very 
upset right now," said Mike Chanecka, a friend who 
answered a call at her home as Leach wept in the 
background. 
 
"She doesn't know anything; she's as shocked as 
anyone," Chanecka said. "For some reason, she had 



the day off today. And she's very worried about her 
secretary." 
 
Later on Friday night, center officials said in a 
statement they were "stricken with grief about today's 
horrific assault and share this grief with the victims' 
families, our community and the entire nation." 
 
A string of attacks in the U.S. in the last month left 44 
people dead in all. 
 
A gunman killed 10 people and himself in Samson, 
Ala.; shootings that began with a traffic stop in 
Oakland, Calif., left four police officers and the 
gunman dead; an apparent murder-suicide in Santa 
Clara, Calif., left six dead; and a gunman went on a 
rampage at a nursing home Sunday, killing seven 
elderly residents and a nurse who cared for them. 

 
 

 
 

AArr kkss  ooff   SSaaffee  HHaavveenn  
www.arksofsafehaven.org 

 
“Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, to 
bring the poor and homeless into your house, to 
clothe the naked when you see him, and to not 
ignore your own flesh [and blood]” Isaiah 58:7 
 
The mission of Arks of Safe Haven is to connect via 
an extensive network and online message board 
forum, those individuals and families who have been 
affected by recent economic downfalls and are in 
need with those individuals who are ready, willing 
and capable of providing assistance to those in need 
with employment, shelter, work, food, clothing and 
other necessities. 
 
Coupled with our primary mission of delivering the 
Kingdom Message of Salvation, the assistance of 
Arks of Safe Haven is available to all who are in 

need. Our purposeful intention is to follow in the 
footsteps of Christ as our example, by providing hope 
to the hopeless and answering the prayers of those 
who have been forced to live outside of society. 
 
How You Can Help? 
 
In order to provide for those whose outcry of prayers 
have reached our heavenly Father's ears, Arks of Safe 
Haven is seeking out those who are able to provide 
shelter, whether it be an extra bedroom, empty rental 
property or a work for room and board agreement. 
Additionally, we also act as a liaison in connecting 
those with tangible items to donate to those in need 
like Food, Water, Clothing, & Other Personal Items. 
We pray that your heart is motivated to make a 
contribution, no matter how small. 
 
Below are current cases that we are working on 
for people who are in need. If you're able to help 
these families in ANY WAY please visit the Arks 
of Safe Haven forum at www.arksofsafehaven.org. 
and let them know! 
 
Mimzy314 - O'Fallon, MO. - I’m struggling with 
basic bills, and cant things taking care of, does 
anyone know how I can get help, the church in my 
area only helps you 2 times a year I think. a 
maximum of 200 bucks. I live in Ofallon Mo. I’m 
needing a washer and dryer. along with some help 
with utilities. 
 
tasiagirl - Lancaster CA. - I give up, I do not care 
anymore and I am sure now that there are not people 
out there that cares anymore either, my husband will 
lose his license tomorrow and I gave it everything I 
had to help him, I am so shocked not one person out 
there that cares about it either, I couldn't live with 
myself if someone needed help and I didn't help them, 
with my husband having gone thru so much these last 
six months and myself having endured so many trials 
and heartbreaks. that I am a stronger person for 
everything that has happened to me, he doesn’t' t 
deserve to lose his license, he has worked all his life 
he is 61 now and has not even had a traffic violation 
or any other kind except for the expired tags, that he 
couldn't pay the fine and he forgot the court date 
because he has had so much going on with his two 
heart defibulator surgeries and needs a third and had 
to move twice because the landlord didn't tell us that 
the house he rented one month was being foreclosed 
on the next, and our car being repossessed on my 
birthday, my husband is a broken man and when I 
look at him sitting he never smiles anymore, he is so 



depressed and to lose his license would be the last 
straw, I really believed in my heart that someone out 
there would help with the $800.00 by tomorrow boy 
was I wrong and I was really wrong about people 
with big hearts that would help someone in need, we 
were willing to pay back a small amount each month 
and put in on paper to make it legal, all we got was a 
bunch of insults and called names things that I cannot 
even repeat, we have been humbled by the fact that 
now this point in our lives we have been married 37 
years, and it is because of our health problems, I have 
been in the hospital at least 26 times and take 13 
medications a day because of my heart rate and blood 
pressure, I just cannot stand to see my husband so 
depressed and if they take his license tomorrow I 
really think he would give up on everything, and I do 
not think I could handle that to see him give up, I 
really believed and had faith that someone out there in 
cyperspace that would help my husband, but 
everybody has their own problems which I pray for 
everyone every day, I know that now days that 
nobody feels safe in the working world or housing 
world we have lost so much, but I really believed 
there was that one special person out there with a big 
heart that had the money and they would say hey I 
think I am going to do something nice today, we did 
not want the money directly just to go to the DMV or 
the courthouse I am not sure which one, and we 
would never scam anyone because we have been 
scammed ourselves and we would never wish that 
kind of pain on anyone, it almost tore our family 
apart, and to those people who reply with insults you 
are not saying anything that I already don't know so 
thanks have a great day and God Bless, we live in 
Lancaster CA 
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“You are going to hear of wars and rumors 

of wars. See that you are not alarmed, 
because these things must take place, but the 
end is not yet. For nation will rise up against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 
will be famines and earthquakes in various 

places.” Matthew 24:6-7 
  

 

 
 

YEMEN: Anger over delays in food 
distribution to flood victims  
 
SEYOUN, 1 April 2009 (IRIN) - Delays in 
distributing food aid are generating anger and despair 
among people in the southern Yemeni governorate of 
Hadhramaut affected by the October 2008 floods, 
flood-displaced people and community leaders say. 
 
“We only received food rations for one month after 
the disaster,” said Issa Awadh Sedan, a mason from 
Mashta, a severely affected part of Tarim District in 
Hardhamaut. 
 
Sedan lost his house in the floods which left 47 dead 
and displaced 25,000 others. 
 
People IRIN spoke to said that a few weeks after the 



flooding, food aid had become erratic and inadequate, 
despite government promises to distribute it until the 
displaced had settled back into their repaired homes 
or elsewhere. 
 
“We received fewer items than what we are supposed 
to get as per the ration card. Last time they gave us 
three items but noted on the card that we had received 
everything,” Sedan said. 
“The government only distributed rations once. They 
did not give us milk for the children or ghee. We only 
got flour, rice and pulses,” said Assia Khamis, 21, a 
housewife from Mashta. 
Many of those affected not only lost their homes but 
also their livelihoods: “I used to work on an onion 
farm in Mashta, earning 200 riyals [about US$1] per 
day,” Mariam Said, a middle-aged woman, told IRIN. 
“An NGO rented a house for us here in Hafat Al 
Mihdhar [about 10km from Mashta] where it is 
difficult for me to work again. There are no farms in 
this area,” she said. 
 
Slow resettlement process 
 
The process of resettling internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) might take a long time, according to officials. 
 
A reconstruction fund was established in early 
December, but its executive director was appointed 
only at the end of February. The fund has begun 
allocating plots for new houses, but a local expert in 
mud-brick buildings told IRIN that such buildings - 
designed to preserve the area’s heritage - would take 
at least a year to complete. 
 
The government has asked the World Food 
Programme (WFP) to handle food distribution. “We 
agreed with them in November, signed the contracts 
in December and handed over the food items to them 
in February,” Fahad al-Ajam, deputy governor of 
Hadhramaut, told IRIN. 
 
“Administrative disputes” 
 
Sasha Hafez, WFP’s senior logistics assistant, told 
IRIN in Seyoun there had been delays: “It seems there 
have been some kind of administrative disputes… We 
received the second batch [of food] for distribution in 
March.”  
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at least a year to complete. 
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Programme (WFP) to handle food distribution. “We 
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Hispaniola Was A Tropical Cyclone 
'Target' Five Times In 2008 
 
ScienceDaily (Apr. 2, 2009) — In 2008, residents of 
Hispaniola experienced one of their worst hurricane 
seasons in recent memory. Hispaniola, the Caribbean 
island containing Haiti and the Dominican Republic, 
is located directly within the hurricane belt, and was 
pummeled by five tropical cyclones last year: Fay, 
Gustav, Hanna, Ike, and low over the Dominican 
Republic on Sept. 24 what would become Kyle after 



moving north. More than 800 people were reported 
dead or missing from these storms. 
 
Haiti occupies the western third of Hispaniola, while 
the Dominican Republic covers the eastern two-
thirds. Hispaniola is the second-largest and most 
populated island of the Antilles. It's located between 
Cuba to its west, and Puerto Rico to its east. 
 
Hispaniola, famous as Columbus' first stop in the 
"New World" in 1492, has often been the target of 
Atlantic hurricanes. In 1979 Hurricane David claimed 
more than a thousand lives. On this mountainous 
island, landslides and flooding are usually the major 
causes of destruction. "Located right in the center of 
'hurricane alley,' Hispaniola has a long and brutal 
history of hurricane destruction," notes climatologist 
Bill Patzert, Climatologist at NASA's Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, Pasadena, Calif. "Haiti, one of the 
poorest countries in the Western Hemisphere, suffers 
from severe environmental degradation which makes 
hurricane landfalls especially damaging and deadly," 
Patzert added. 
 
NASA satellites tracked and recorded many aspects 
of the tropical cyclones that hit Hispaniola. Satellites 
including: Aqua, CloudSat, Geostationary 
Operational Environmental Satellites (GOES), 
Landsat, QuikScat, Terra and the Tropical Rainfall 
Measuring Mission (TRMM). 
 
Lake Enriqullo, located in the southwestern corner of 
the Dominican Republic, increased in size from all of 
the rainfall from the tropical cyclones. Two satellite 
images of the lake's increase in size were captured by 
the Landsat satellite. Landsat is a joint NASA / U.S. 
Geological Survey series of Earth-observing satellites 
that's been in operation since 1972. This natural color 
image is a combination of a Landsat 7 image from 
August 2, 2007 and an image from August 20, 2008 
shows the lake's expansion colored red. The red area 
reveals that the lake has increased in size, especially 
along its eastern- and westernmost edges, and the 
reduced surface area of Lake Enriqullo's central 
island indicates greater water volume. 
 
Fay 
 
Fay was an unusual tropical cyclone because it had 
eight landfalls, four of them in Florida alone. Fay's 
torrential rainfall caused extensive floods across the 
Dominican Republic, Haiti, Cuba, and Florida. After 
a landfall in Hispaniola on Aug. 15, and despite its 
course over the mountainous southern portion of the 

Dominican Republic and Haiti, Fay remained a 
tropical storm. According to the National Hurricane 
Center's final report on Fay, "Water levels in 
reservoirs had been running low and water restrictions 
were about to be implemented. Fay’s motion across 
the northern Caribbean Sea produced prolonged 
heavy rain events in Hispaniola and Cuba. News 
reports indicate that floods devastated the Haitian 
island of Gonavé. The saturated ground conditions 
created by the heavy rains from Fay set the stage for 
an even greater flood devastation and resultant loss of 
life caused by heavy rains produced by Hurricanes 
Gustav, Hanna, and Ike that traversed Haiti during the 
ensuing two weeks. In the Dominican Republic, 
rainfall totals exceeding 7-10 inches occurred 
primarily over the southern half of the country." 
 
Gustav 
 
Hurricane Gustav crossed onto Haiti's southern 
peninsula on Aug. 26, 2008 as a Category 1 storm 
with 70 mph winds that killed at least one person. 
Gustav's rains caused a landslide near the Haitian 
town of Brazillienne, and floodwaters split the town 
of Jacmel in half where it made landfall. According to 
the National Hurricane Center's final storm report, 
"Heavy rainfall and widespread freshwater flooding 
occurred along the path of Gustav. Camp Perrin, Haiti 
reported a storm total rainfall of 10.75 inches, while 
Baharona, Dominican Republic reported a storm total 
rainfall of 9.71 inches." Gustav had formed only one 
day before about 260 miles southeast of Port-au-
Prince, Haiti. 
 
Hanna 
 
Just one week later on Sept. 3, Tropical Storm Hanna 
dumped very heavy rainfall totals of much of 
Hispaniola and Puerto Rico as its center passed just 
north and northwest of those islands. The maximum 
rainfall reported in the Dominican Republic was 
14.17 inches at the town of Oviedo. Haitian residents 
were forced onto rooftops to avoid serious flooding. 
Haiti's deforested hillsides were the victim of 
mudslides from torrential rains. Hanna had killed 21 
people and cut off the city of Gonaives with flood 
waters. 
 
Hurricane Ike bore down on Cuba after roaring across 
low-lying islands on Sept. 7 tearing apart houses, 
wiping out crops and worsening floods in Haiti that 
had already killed more than 300 people. Heavy rains 
also pelted the Dominican Republic, Haiti's neighbor 



on the island of Hispaniola, where about 4,000 people 
were evacuated from northern coastal towns. 
 
According to the National Hurricane Center's final 
report on Ike, "Parts of Hispaniola, especially Haiti, 
were devastated by widespread flooding and mud 
slides from four consecutive impacts by Tropical 
Storm Fay and Hurricanes Gustav, Hanna, and Ike. 
Overall, 793 people died in Haiti from the four 
storms, with another 300 people reported missing. It 
is estimated that 74 deaths are directly attributable to 
the effects of Ike. Ike exacerbated the humanitarian 
disaster in Haiti, wiping out the food supply, shelter, 
and transportation networks across the nation. Two 
deaths have been reported in the Dominican 
Republic." 
 
NASA's Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission 
(TRMM) satellite has been measuring rainfall from 
space ever since it was launched in November 1997. 
The TRMM analysis above shows a complete history 
of rainfall with Hurricane Ike from when it was 
named on Sept. 1, 2008, through Sept. 15, 2008. 
 
Only rainfall data attributed to Hurricane Ike were 
used in the TRMM calibrated rainfall analysis. 
Merged rainfall Data (3B42) from TRMM, other 
NASA satellites, U.S. Department of Defense 
satellites, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration polar-orbiting satellites, and 
geostationary satellites were used in the analysis. 
 
Kyle 
 
The low pressure system that ambled its way slowly 
over the Dominican Republic on Sept. 23–24 became 
Kyle after leaving Hispaniola. According to the 
National Hurricane Center report on Kyle, "The low 
took two days to cross the island, producing 
disorganized thunderstorms and a large area of squalls 
within a convective band over the adjacent Caribbean 
Sea." It became a tropical depression on Sept. 25, 100 
miles north of the Dominican Republic and later 
became Kyle. Over Hispaniola, the low brought 
heavy rains, flash floods and mud slides. 
 
While residents of Hispaniola are hoping for a calmer 
hurricane season in 2009, NASA satellites will be 
keeping a close eye on the Atlantic Ocean basin. 

 
 

 
 

Ice bridge ruptures in Antarctic - Update  
5 April 2009  
BBC News 
 
An ice bridge linking a shelf of ice the size of Jamaica 
to two islands in Antarctica has snapped. 
 
Scientists say the collapse could mean the Wilkins Ice 
Shelf is on the brink of breaking away, and provides 
further evidence or rapid change in the region. 
 
Sited on the western side of the Antarctic Peninsula, 
the Wilkins shelf has been retreating since the 1990s. 
 
Researchers regarded the ice bridge as an important 
barrier, holding the remnant shelf structure in place. 
 
Its removal will allow ice to move more freely 
between Charcot and Latady islands, into the open 
ocean. 
 
European Space Agency satellite pictures had 
indicated last week that cracks were starting to appear 
in the bridge. Newly created icebergs were seen to be 
floating in the sea on the western side of the 
peninsula, which juts up from the continent towards 
South America's southern tip. 
 
Professor David Vaughan is a glaciologist with the 
British Antarctic Survey who planted a GPS tracker 
on the ice bridge in January to monitor its movement. 
 
He said the breaking of the bridge had been expected 
for some weeks; and much of the ice shelf behind is 
likely to follow. 
 
"We know that [the Wilkins Ice Shelf] has been 
completely or very stable since the 1930s and then it 
started to retreat in the late 1990s; but we suspect that 
it's been stable for a very much longer period than 
that," he told BBC News. 
"The fact that it's retreating and now has lost 
connection with one of its islands is really a strong 
indication that the warming on the Antarctic is having 
an effect on yet another ice shelf." 



 
While the break-up will have no direct impact on sea 
level because the ice is floating, it heightens concerns 
over the impact of climate change on this part of 
Antarctica. 
 
Over the past 50 years, the peninsula has been one of 
the fastest warming places on the planet. 
 
Many of its ice shelves have retreated in that time and 
six of them have collapsed completely (Prince Gustav 
Channel, Larsen Inlet, Larsen A, Larsen B, Wordie, 
Muller and the Jones Ice Shelf). 
 
Separate research shows that when ice shelves are 
removed, the glaciers and landed ice behind them 
start to move towards the ocean more rapidly. It is 
this ice which can raise sea levels, but by how much 
is a matter of ongoing scientific debate. 
 
Such acceleration effects were not included by the 
UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) when it made its latest projections on likely 
future sea level rise. Its 2007 assessment said ice 
dynamics were poorly understood. 

 
 

 
 

China Tries to Control ‘Plague’ of Pikas 
with Contraceptives 
Written by The Guardian Environment Network 
Published on March 30th, 2009 
 
The growing number of rodents have been blamed for 
destroying fragile high-altitude grasslands and 
accelerating the spread of deserts. 
 
Biodiversity experts warn, however, that the 
extermination campaign could worsen the problem of 
soil degradation and the poisons could damage other 
parts of the plateau ecosystem. 
China’s chemists custom-designed the drugs to 
induce abortions and prevent pregnancy in “gerbils”, 
according to the state-run Xinhua news agency. It is 
possible they are referring to pika, a small cousin of 
the rabbit with rounded ears and long whiskers that 
has long been the target of government eradication 
campaigns. 

 
Government workers began spreading the 
contraceptive in the Gurbantunggut desert last May, 
leaving it in pellet form near the entrance of burrows. 
Since then they have reportedly distributed 200kg of 
the drug over 49,000 hectares in China’s western 
region of Xinjiang. They say the drug will have a 
minimal impact on other animals. 
 
“It’s a good way to tackle the desert rat plague,” local 
forestry official Du Yuefei was quoted as saying. He 
claimed populations of the pest have declined almost 
10% as a result of the eradication campaign. 
 
Pika and other rodents are accused of contributing to 
China’s alarming desertification problem by over-
eating grass and digging into the soil. 
 
But foreign zoologists say the epidemic of the small 
mammals is a symptom rather than the cause of 
grassland degradation, which is mainly the result of 
human behavior such as the exploitation of water 
resources and over-grazing. 
 
“That the pellets have ‘little effect’ is highly 
debatable,” said a conservationist who asked for 
anonymity. “All drugs have an effect when put into a 
system, on other rodents, on birds of prey that eat the 
rodents and so forth … It’s business as usual — 
attack nature and hope for the best.” 
 
Conservationists say the small animals are an 
important source of food for bigger species such as 
bears, eagles and leopards, while their burrowing adds 
to the moisture of the soil. 
 
Previous attempts to cull pika numbers, including 
mass poisoning campaigns and the construction of 
hundreds of perches for owls and eagles, have failed 
or had limited success. 
 
Mass poisonings and the deliberate introduction of 
disease can hurt other wildlife and spread across 
borders, as was the case when Australia introduced 
myxomatosis to reduce the rabbit population in the 
1950s. 

 
 



 
 

Eastern Congo volcanoes show eruption 
warning signs 
Mar 30, 2009 
 
KINSHASA, March 30 (Reuters) - Two volcanoes 
may erupt in heavily populated eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo, where years of fighting have 
already forced 1 million people from their homes, 
scientists and aid agencies said. 
 
Scientists in Goma, capital of the border province of 
North Kivu, have in recent weeks registered high 
levels of seismic activity, considered an early warning 
sign of an impending eruption, around the 
Nyiragongo and Nyamulagira volcanoes. 
 
"There is heavy activity around Nyiragongo, but it's 
more centered on Nyamulagira, around 13 km (8 
miles) away," Dieudonne Wafula, lead scientist at the 
Volcanological Observatory of Goma, told Reuters on 
Monday. 
 
Nyiragongo, which lies just outside Goma, erupted in 
2002, sending a river of lava through the city, 
destroying thousands of homes and killing dozens of 
people. 
 
"Red Cross volunteers are on alert to help the 
population, which still has memories of the (2002) 
eruption ... which displaced around 400,000 people," 
Zebe Kitabingo, head of the local chapter of the 
Congolese Red Cross, said in a statement. 
 
Eastern Congo is still struggling to end more than a 
decade of lingering fighting between government 
soldiers, local Mai Mai militias, and rebels that has 
rumbled on despite the official end of a 1998-2003 
war. 
 
The conflict and the humanitarian catastrophe it 
sparked have killed about 5.4 million people over the 
past decade. 
 
The fighting has displaced around 1 million people in 
North Kivu since late 2006, and tens of thousands of 

internal refugees have flocked to the relative security 
of camps on the outskirts of Goma, a city home to 
more than 600,000 people. 
 
Despite the city's close proximity to the two 
volcanoes, Wafula said Goma itself did not appear to 
be at risk, as the level of lava in the Nyiragongo crater 
is relatively low. 
 
"It's less worrying. The higher the lava level, the 
higher the probability of a serious eruption. The risk 
is greater for the villages west of the Nyamulagira 
volcano," he said. 
 
Aside from the immediate threat of lava flows, 
Wafula warned against the dangers of airborne ash, 
which can contaminate drinking water, poison 
livestock, and disrupt air traffic. 

 
 

 
 

Natural Disaster Update 
Source: http://home.att.net/~thehessians/disasterwatch.html 

 

QUAKES 
 

4/4/09 – 
5.4 SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS REGION 
5.2 TONGA REGION 
5.6 TONGA REGION 
5.3 BALLENY ISLANDS REGION 
6.2 PHILIPPINE ISLANDS REGION 
 
4/3/09 – 
5.8 KEP. TANIMBAR REGION, INDONESIA 
5.0 KERMADEC ISLANDS REGION 
5.4 KERMADEC ISLANDS REGION 
5.6 CATAMARCA, ARGENTINA 
5.3 SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS REGION 



5.0 TONGA REGION  
 
4/2/09 – 
5.0 SOUTHWESTERN RYUKYU ISL., JAPAN 
5.0 OFFSHORE ATACAMA, CHILE 
5.1 NEAR N COAST OF NEW GUINEA, PNG 
  
 
4/1/09 – 
5.2 KEP. MENTAWAI REGION, INDONESIA 
5.5 SOUTHWEST OF SUMATRA, INDONESIA 
6.3 NEAR N COAST OF NEW GUINEA, PNG. 
5.0 WESTERN XIZANG 
  
3/31/09 – 
5.1 NEAR N COAST OF PAPUA, INDONESIA 
5.3 KEPULAUAN TALAUD, INDONESIA 
5.4 PAGAN REG., N. MARIANA ISLANDS 
5.0 TONGA 
5.0 BOUGAINVILLE REGION, P.N.G. 
 
3/30/09 – 
5.1 NEAR N COAST OF PAPUA, INDONESIA 
5.8 ANDREANOF ISLANDS, ALEUTIAN IS. 
5.8 ANDREANOF ISLANDS, ALEUTIAN IS. 
5.1 KODIAK ISLAND REGION, ALASKA 
6.0 KODIAK ISLAND REGION, ALASKA 
5.2 KODIAK ISLAND REGION, ALASKA  
 
3/29/09 – 
5.2 VANUATU 
5.1 BABUYAN ISL REGION, PHILIPPINES 
 
3/28/09 – 
5.9 NEAR N COAST OF PAPUA, INDONESIA 
5.0 FOX ISLANDS, ALEUTIAN ISLANDS 
5.1 WEST OF BONIN ISLANDS 
 
3/27/09 – 
5.0 JAVA, INDONESIA 
5.3 TARAPACA, CHILE 
5.2 SOUTH OF FIJI ISLANDS 
5.3 GUERRERO, MEXICO 
5.1 SOUTHERN YUKON TERRITORY, CANADA 
 
Third quake shakes East Tennessee in eight days - 
The lastest was a 1.0 magnitude quake. The first was 
a magnitude 1.0 quake that hit near Madisonville on 
March 25th. 
 
Tremors Trigger Panic in Northern Emirates - 
With continued rough weather conditions affecting 
life across the country, two minor tremors, measuring 
2.9 and 3.5 on the Richter scale hit Fujairah in the 

morning hours on Tuesday. The first tremor took 
place at the Gulf of Oman at 6.21am while the second 
hit North Dibba at 9.35am. The tremors were felt by 
the residents of Dibba, Fujairah and Dibba Al Hisn. 
The ceiling of an under-construction building 
collapsed in Dibba Al Hisn and injured three workers. 
It was not clear if tremors or heavy rain caused the 
collapse - the pillars of the building might not have 
been strong enough which led to the collapse. Abu 
Dhabi witnessed a similar incident at 10.30am when a 
three storey building on Elektra Street shifted and 
partly ‘sunk’ into the ground. A wall on the ground 
floor of the building fell resulting in the floor sinking 
a metre-deep. Panicked occupants were evacuated by 
the Abu Dhabi civil defense to two other buildings 
close by as a precautionary measure. The continuous 
heavy rains may have caused the building to shift and 
collapse.  
 
NEW ZEALAND -  RARE quake strikes Mackenzie 
Basin - Key Mackenzie Country hydro power stations 
and canals were urgently checked for damage on 
Saturday after the region's SHARPEST 
EARTHQUAKE FOR MANY YEARS. The tremor 
struck at 5.46am on Saturday, measuring 4.9 on the 
Richter scale. It was centered about 10 kilometers 
west of Twizel, at a depth of 15km. Twelve people 
around the Mackenzie Basin reported ground 
movement strong enough to cause minor damage. 
Twizel police constable said it was "a fair shake" that 
had damaged his police house. "The house has 
cracking to the brickwork. Some of the plaster has 
been pulled off the base work too. It woke me up 
properly. I was talking to a guy who said it was the 
biggest one in 20 years." It appeared the tremor was 
not located on a previously known fault. "Seismically, 
it is quite a quiet area. You get very few earthquakes 
there." A 3.2 magnitude aftershock was recorded at 
9.18pm on Saturday. More aftershocks might follow. 
 
MACEDONIA  - Some 30 earthquakes have been 
registered in Macedonia in 32 hours, the country's 
Seismological Obsertavory said on Wednesday. The 
first was with a magnitude of 3 degrees on the 
European Merkalli scale. It was registered Tuesday at 
20:28 hrs. The second quake measured 3-4 degrees on 
the European Merkalli scale. 
 
PERU - Thursday’s 5.8 earthquake was the fifth of 
medium intensity to rock Peru this week. 

 
VOLCANOES 

 
CHILE  - Llaima volcano, one of the most active in 



South America, spewed out a river of lava more than 
1,000 metres long on Saturday in a fresh eruption, 
prompting officials to order dozens of people to 
evacuate. The lava and hot gases from the latest 
eruption are melting snow on the sides of the volcano, 
and authorities say some towns are in danger of being 
hit by mudslides. An ash-swollen river near the 
volcano had swept away a pedestrian bridge, but there 
was no other damage. Bright red bursts of lava were 
visible in the night sky as Llaima erupted. 
 
ALASKA  - The Mount Redoubt volcano in Alaska 
has had another large eruption after being relatively 
quiet for nearly a week. The volcano erupted early 
Saturday. The radar indicated a plume of volcanic ash 
rose 50,000 feet into the sky, making this one of the 
largest eruptions since the volcano became active on 
March 22. The ash cloud was drifting toward the 
southeast and there were reports of the fine, gritty ash 
falling in towns on the Kenai Peninsula. 
 
COSTA RICA  - Experts Predicting Major Activity 
From Arenal Volcano - Experts of the Red 
Sismológica Nacional UCR-ICE are warning that the 
volcán Arenal could spew out lava and ash in the 
coming days and has asked area residents to be on the 
alert and follow the directions of the Comisión 
Nacional de Emergencias, in the event of an eruption. 
The alert is based on a prognosis following 45 
tectonic earthquakes in the colossus, registered during 
the month of March. 
 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO  - 
Eastern Congo volcanoes show eruption warning 
signs - Two volcanoes may erupt in heavily populated 
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, where years 
of fighting have already forced 1 million people from 
their homes. Scientists in Goma, capital of the border 
province of North Kivu, have in recent weeks 
registered high levels of seismic activity, considered 
an early warning sign of an impending eruption, 
around the Nyiragongo and Nyamulagira volcanoes. 
"There is heavy activity around Nyiragongo, but it's 
more centred on Nyamulagira, around 13 km (8 
miles) away." Nyiragongo, which lies just outside 
Goma, erupted in 2002, sending a river of lava 
through the city, destroying thousands of homes and 
killing dozens of people. "Red Cross volunteers are 
on alert to help the population, which still has 
memories of the (2002) eruption ... which displaced 
around 400,000 people." Goma itself did not appear 
to be at risk, as the level of lava in the Nyiragongo 
crater is relatively low. "It's less worrying. The higher 
the lava level, the higher the probability of a serious 

eruption. The risk is greater for the villages west of 
the Nyamulagira volcano." 
 
ALASKA  - Mount Redoubt changes eruption pattern, 
emitting a more steady ash plume rather than the 
violent explosions of the past week. The volcano has 
erupted 18 times since March 22, sending ash in 
various directions. A light dusting of ash fell for the 
first time on Anchorage on Saturday. But since then, 
the volcano has entered a new phase. Emissions 
generally have not risen above 20,000 feet and have 
not reached large population centers. Scientists say 
they can't predict how long Redoubt stays in this 
mode. "It could continue for some time, but this is 
also a very unstable system so we could also go back 
to seeing these large explosions." 
Currently 6 million gallons of Alaska Crude Oil wait 
at the base of the volcano that has puked, spewed and 
gone half mad 19 times in the last 8 days. The crude 
oil storage facility in a volcanic floodplain poses a 
danger to one of the state's most important fisheries.  
 
ALASKA  - Mount Redoubt has erupted again, 
spewing an ash cloud 50,000 feet up into the air. The 
volcano had a significant eruption at 1:20 a.m. 
Saturday. The ash is expected to move north toward 
the Alaska Range, missing Anchorage which is about 
100 miles from the volcano. The observatory says 
after the eruption, it detected strong seismic activity 
lasting 20 minutes or more followed by an hours-long 
low-level tremor. Mount Redoubt erupted several 
times on Saturday, with the most recent eruption 
occurring at just after 3:30 pm. The eruption of 
Mount Redoubt has many travelers stranded in 
Anchorage. Ted Stevens Anchorage International 
Airport is closed. Since the series of eruptions began 
Sunday night, the volcano has had about a dozen 
bursts. Scientists say the explosions could go on for 
weeks. The last time the volcano erupted was during a 
four-month period in 1989-90. 
 
The surprise eruption of Kasatochi Volcano in the 
central Aleutians this summer on August 7, turned a 
small green island rich with seabirds and ocean 
mammals into a sterile gray lump. Tens of thousands 
of fledgling auklets and petrels perished in their rocky 
nests, as Kasatochi erupted for the first time in 
centuries, smothering under a deep blanket of ash 
anything that couldn't flee. "Probably 20 percent of 
auklet chicks were still in their crevices and hadn't 
left. They were most likely entombed." A couple 
hundred adult sea lions still encircle the island, but all 
the year's pups have disappeared. As for the bird 
habitat? "It's gone pretty much completely." 



 
INDONESIA  - Three volcanoes put on second-level 
alert status - The Bandung-based Vulcanology and 
Geological Disaster Mitigation Center has increased 
the status of Semeru volcano in East Java to the 
second-highest threat level, bringing the total number 
of volcanoes on that alert level in Indonesia to three. 
Semeru was the latest volcano to begin showing 
increased activity. In December last year, the office 
raised the status of North Sulawesi's Karangetang 
volcano, and Ibu volcano in North Maluku was also 
hiked in April that same year. Currently there are 68 
active volcanoes in Indonesia, out of a total 129 
volcanoes. Nearly 15 of the 68 active volcanoes, 
including Dempo in South Sumatra and Bromo in 
East Java, are grouped under the first-level alert status 
- the lowest of the three levels. The office has warned 
residents living near Semeru volcano to remain 
cautious of any potential volcanic disaster. 

 
TROPICAL STORMS  

 
Tropical storm Twentysix is forecast to strike 
Madagascar at about 02:00 GMT on 6 April. 
 
Tonga is bracing for the onset of Tropical Cyclone 
Lin which is tracking a southeast path towards the 
country’s southern region. 
 
AUSTRALIA  – Coastal watch features epic surf 
from tropical cyclone Jasper – Coastal watch gathers 
up a few gems from the recent spat of waves with a 
feature on epic surf from the Gold Coast, Sunshine 
Coast and North Coast NSW courtesy of cyclone 
Jasper. Queensland and Northern NSW has been 
pumping over the past week thanks to Tropical 
Cyclone Jasper. The stories are large with reports like 
“ good as it gets”, “best for a decade” etc. The 
pictures tell the story and Coastal watch has just 
launched a feature with more than 40 outstanding 
images of what has been happening. 
  
INDONESIA  - Tropical Cyclone Damages Houses, 
Crops in East Java - Strong winds damaged buildings 
and crops in East Java on Thursday afternoon. 
Thousands of hectares of crops and hundreds of 
houses in Malang, East Java were damaged by 
typhoon, one resident was hurt, losses were estimated 
reaching Rp 2 billion. The typhoon pounded Brongkal 
Village in Pagelaran district for about three minutes. 
Around 20,000 hectares of rice plants, 14,000 
thousand hectares of sugar cane were flattened, and 
about 2,000 coconut, mohagony, and other trees were 
downed causing losses among dozens of farmers up 

to Rp 300 milion. About 150 houses, two small 
mosques, and one Islamic school are lightly damaged. 
One resident was slightly injured after being hit by 
broken roof materials. 
 
AUSTRALIA  - Top end again on cyclone watch as a 
tropical low near Timor has begun to develop into a 
potentially dangerous system. WeatherZone yesterday 
observed winds gusting up to 85 kilometers per hour 
and a central pressure at 1008 hPa and dropping. This 
system certainly has the ability to intensify into a 
Tropical Cyclone sometime this week. The low is 
expected to track westward and speed up over the 
next day or two, with the central pressure falling to 
998 hPa by Tuesday. It is predicted that this low has a 
moderate chance to form into a Tropical Cyclone 
within the next three days. 

 
EXTREME HEAT / WILDFIRES / 
DROUGHT / CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
Antarctic ice shelf breaks up - An ice bridge which 
had apparently held a vast Antarctic ice shelf in place 
during recorded history shattered yesterday and could 
herald a wider collapse linked to global warming. "It's 
amazing how the ice has ruptured. Two days ago it 
was intact." The satellite picture showed that a 40 km 
long strip of ice believed to pin the Wilkins Ice Shelf 
in place had splintered at its narrowest point, about 
500 meters wide. "We've waited a long time to see 
this." The Wilkins, now the size of Jamaica or the 
U.S. state of Connecticut is one of 10 shelves to have 
shrunk or collapsed in recent years on the Antarctic 
Peninsula, where temperatures have risen in recent 
decades apparently because of global warming. 
"Charcot Island will be a real island for the first time 
in history." The loss of the ice bridge, jutting about 20 
meters out of the water and which was almost 100 km 
wide in 1950, may now allow ocean currents to wash 
away far more of the Wilkins shelf. The loss of ice 
shelves does not affect sea levels - floating ice 
contracts as it melts and so does not raise ocean 
levels. But their loss can allow glaciers on land to 
slide more rapidly towards the sea, adding water to 
the oceans. The Wilkins does not have much ice pent 
up behind it. But bigger ice shelves to the south on 
the frozen continent, where no major warming has 
been detected, hold back far more ice. 
 
INDIA  - The entire state of Gujarat is reeling under 
the heat wave with temperatures higher by 3-4 degree 
Celsius than normal levels. 
 



PENNSYLVANIA  - Region SETS DRYNESS 
RECORD FOR FIRST THREE MONTHS OF THE 
YEAR - The first three months ended at the Reading 
Regional Airport with a meager total of 4.31 inches of 
precipitation. 
 
MARYLAND  - After nearly two months with only a 
few inches of snow and scant rainfall across most of 
Maryland, more than half the state officially fell into 
a drought. 
 
NEPAL - Climate change 'fans Nepal fires' - The 
forest fires that flared UNUSUALLY VICIOUSLY in 
many of Nepal's national parks and conserved areas 
this dry season have left conservationists worrying if 
climate change played a role. At least four protected 
areas were on fire for an UNUSUALLY LONG 
TIME until just a few days ago. Nasa's satellite 
imagery showed most of the big fires were in and 
around the national parks along the country's northern 
areas bordering Tibet. The extent of the loss of flora 
and fauna is not yet known. More than the loss of 
plants and animals, the carbon dioxide emitted by the 
fires was a matter of concern. Some of the national 
parks in the plains bordering India were also on fire. 
Why were the fires so different this time? "The most 
obvious reason was the UNUSUALLY LONG DRY 
SPELL this year." For nearly six months, no 
precipitation has fallen across most of the country - 
the LONGEST DRY SPELL IN RECENT 
HISTORY. "We have seen winter becoming drier and 
drier in the last three or four years, but this year has 
SET THE RECORD." Rivers are running at their 
lowest, and because most of Nepal's electricity comes 
from hydropower, the country has been suffering 
power cuts up to 20 hours a day. Had it not been for 
recent drizzles, conservationists say some of the 
national parks would still be on fire. They point to 
"cloud burst phenomena" - huge rainfall within a 
short span of time during monsoons, and frequent, 
sudden downpours in the Himalayan foothills - as 
more examples of extreme weather events. "Seeing all 
these changes happening in recent years, we can 
contend that this dryness that led to so much fire is 
one of the effects of climate change." Are we waiting 
for a bigger disaster to admit that it is climate change? 
"The weather pattern has changed, and we know that 
there are certain impacts of climate change." Limited 
studies have shown that temperature in the Himalayas 
has been increasing on average by 0.06 degrees 
annually, causing glaciers to melt and retreat faster. 
The meltdown has been rapidly filling up many 
glacial lakes that could break their moraines and burst 
out, sweeping away everything downstream. In Nepal 

and neighboring countries, these "glacial lake 
outburst floods" and monsoon-related floods resulting 
from erratic rainfalls are at present the most talked-
about disasters in the context of climate change. 

 
MYSTERY BOOMS / SKYQUAKES-  

 
U.S. EAST COAST - 3/29/09 - The flashing lights 
and booming sounds seen over parts of the East Coast 
Sunday night were not a result of a man-made space 
object, according to the United States Air Force. It 
was first believed that the lights and sounds were 
caused by space junk related to the Russian rocket 
Soyuz docking with the International Space Stations 
Saturday. Whatever flashed through the sky followed 
the exact path the space junk was traveling over the 
eastern seaboard. Witnesses describe the flashes in 
the sky as being colored with yellows and oranges. 
Fireballs usually throw sparks that appear green 
followed by trains of blue and red. The loud 
explosion accompanying the balls of fire in the sky 
could be explained if the object was a rocket tank 
with residual amounts of booster fuel. The flashes and 
booms that people heard prompted calls to 911 and 
the National Weather Service late Sunday night. The 
calls were numerous enough for the National Weather 
Service to release this statement late Sunday night: 
"Numerous reports have been called in to this office 
and into local law enforcement concerning what 
appeared to be flashes of light in the sky over the 
Suffolk/Virginia Beach area. We are confident in 
saying that this was not lightning...and have been in 
contact with military and other government agencies 
to determine the cause. So far...we have not seen or 
heard of any damage from this and will continue to 
inquire as to the cause." 
 
The bright fireball Sunday evening was 
UNUSUAL even by fireball standards. So far we've 
heard of sightings from Maryland to North Carolina. 
"At precisely 9:40 p.m. EDT... Suddenly the ground 
lit up a bright green color. Gazing skyward we saw 
what appeared to be brilliant fireball meteor. As it 
moved across the sky NNE between Ursa Minor and 
Ursa Major it turned from a green color to a brilliant 
orange, with a white core. Two and a half minutes 
later we heard a low-pitched rumbling sound. I've 
been observing more than 40 years but have never 
seen a meteor this bright. It was absolutely 
spectacular!" Meteor specialists perk up especially at 
reports of rumbling or booming in the minute or two 
after a fireball. If a meteoroid penetrates deep enough 
into the atmosphere that sounds can reach the ground 
(as opposed to being refracted upward), it's a sign that 



the meteoroid survived low enough that it likely 
dropped fragments on the ground. The fireball 
reportedly lasted only about 5 to 8 seconds. Re-
entering satellites move more slowly, last much 
longer, and generally cross the whole sky. So the hunt 
for fallen meteorites is back on. 

 

HEAVY RAINS / FLOODING / 
LANDSLIDES / UNUSUAL & OUT-OF-

SEASON WEATHER - 
 

CANADA  - Fargo waters snake north to the ice of 
Winnipeg - Flood forecasters are expecting flood 
waters to reach LEVELS NOT SEEN SINCE 1979, 
Manitoba's second-highest flood. 
 
ILLINOIS  - WETTEST MARCH ON RECORD for 
Peoria. A new March monthly rainfall record has 
been established for Peoria. For the month 7.49 
inches of rain fell.  
 
AUSTRALIA  - Homes flooded, residents stranded in 
SE Qld storms - Roads cut, blackouts in SE Qld Wild 
weather caused chaos across south-east Queensland 
Thursday afternoon. Homes have been inundated and 
there have been scores of rescues. The wild weather 
has caused power blackouts across south-east 
Queensland. Rain around Brisbane and the Gold 
Coast has also caused localized flooding and large 
swells have caused erosion on the region's beaches. 
 
AUSTRALIA  - RECORD DOWNPOUR batters 
New South Wales - Floodwaters raging through the 
NSW north coast have forced the evacuation of 
people from at least 100 properties in Coffs Harbour 
and left thousands of other residents stranded. At 
some Coffs Harbour homes, water reached chest 
height, with the town receiving 370mm of rain in 11 
hours. "This has resulted in rapid rises in Coffs Creek 
approaching the levels of the record November 1996 
flood." At Boambee, south of Coffs Harbour, 149mm 
of rain fell between 1pm and 2pm (AEDT) on 
Tuesday. A spokesman described it as a "ONE IN A 
100-YEAR OCCURRENCE". The highest rainfall 
was at Red Hill, west of Coffs Harbour, which 
received 380mm of rain in 11 hours. 
 
ANGOLA  - The floods here could trigger a major 
food shortage, as harvest yields are expected to 
plummet 63%. 
  
NORTH DAKOTA, MINNESOTA - RECORD-
BREAKING FLOOD  waters in North Dakota have 
breached a dike at a school, swamping the campus. 

Officials warn the Red River in the city of Fargo will 
stay at danger level for days, despite peaking on 
Friday and continuing to recede. The Red River, 
which crested at midnight on Friday at 40.82ft 
(12.4m), had dropped to 40.17ft (12.2m) by early 
Sunday - still more than 22ft (6.7m) above flood 
level. Officials say up to 30,000 people could be 
homeless if defenses fail in Fargo, and in Moorhead 
on the opposite bank. Up to 100,000 people may need 
to be evacuated in the area. Thousands of people have 
already fled their homes as the Red River swelled to 
its HIGHEST LEVEL FOR 112 YEARS, sending 
water rising to second-floor level in some homes. 
Emergency crews in boats had to rescue about 150 
people from their homes in Minnesota, where about a 
fifth of households in Moorhead have been urged to 
leave. Experts say the huge rise in the river's levels 
was caused by an UNUSUALLY COLD winter, 
followed by a very quick thaw and heavy rain.  
 
INDONESIA  - The death toll from a burst dam in a 
Jakarta suburb rose to 97 as rescue workers continued 
to search for more than 100 people still missing. 
 

TSUNAMI / FREAK WAVES / 
ABNORMAL TIDES / RISING SEA 

LEVELS –  
 

AUSTRALIA  - Massive five meter waves close 
Sydney beaches. Waves up to five meters high are 
hammering the coast of Sydney and surrounding 
areas, while heavy rain has brought down trees and 
damaged homes. Dangerous surf forced the closure of 
all Sydney beaches today, except for Bondi, with 
destructive waves expected to continue until 
tomorrow. More than 85mm of rain has fallen in the 
past 24 hours at Turramurra, in Sydney's north, and 
more than 60mm in the city's western suburbs. 
 

HEAVY SNOW / EXTREME COLD -  
 
MINNESOTA  - International Falls has a NEW 
RECORD FOR ITS SNOWIEST WINTER. The 8.4 
inches of snow Borderland received between Tuesday 
and Wednesday morning put the total amount of snow 
this winter at 123 inches. That amount beats the 1996 
record of 116 inches of snow.  
 
NORTH DAKOTA  - A massive blizzard bore down 
on flood-ravaged North Dakota Monday as officials 
struggled to shore-up levees against potential erosion 
from high, powerful waves and swift moving waters.  
 
Southeast U.S. states experience ‘UNUSUAL 



springtime storm’ - The spring snow storm that was 
blamed for two traffic deaths in Oklahoma prompted 
blizzard warnings and a disaster declaration in 
Kansas. Tens of thousands of Kansas utility 
customers were without power Saturday as an early 
spring blizzard buried parts of the state in snow and 
ice. The National Weather Service said the heaviest 
snow had fallen in southwest Kansas, including 28 
inches in the Pratt area with 6-foot snow drifts. Heavy 
winds accompanying the snow forced authorities to 
close several local and state highways. In Texas, 
blizzard warnings were in effect until Saturday 
afternoon for parts of the Texas Panhandle as snow 
stranded people indoors and left highways closed. 
The storm also dumped heavy rains, baseball-sized 
hail and whipped up winds across the Southeast on 
Saturday, flooding homes and cars in parts of 
Mississippi and Alabama. About 100 roads in 
southern Mississippi were impassable at the height of 
the bad weather because of the flooding. Up to 17 
inches had fallen over three days in isolated areas in 
Alabama and Mississippi. "We have springtime 
storms. But this is a VERY UNUSUAL springtime 
storm.” 

 
FOOD / WATER / SUPPLIES- 

 
Three years of drought are threatening to destroy 
California farmers, and the state's multi-billion dollar 
agriculture industry. News of a smaller snowpack 
than usual doesn't improve the dry situation in the 
usually fertile Central Valley. That means farmers 
can't expect to see more water for their crops. It's 
heartbreaking to see the area that supplies 40% of the 
nation's food supply vanishing, with farmers refusing 
to plant or just ripping up their crops. Without more 
water, California's $37 billion dollar agricultural 
industry is on the line. Empty fields have cost 
thousands of jobs, with the unemployed pressuring 
Sacramento to solve the problem. Consumers will feel 
it next. "It's going to dramatically impact the supply 
of food, the cost of food and the availability of food." 
 
Food shortage fears as Angola floods worsen - Aid 
agencies warned Friday that devastating floods that 
have hit 220,000 people in Angola could cause food 
shortages.  
 
Tea prices are surging - demand exceeded supply in 
2008, driving up the cost. Tea prices have soared as 
drought has hit Kenya hard in the past year, as well as 
Sri Lanka and India, which is the world's biggest 
producer of tea. "There've been reports of a 15% drop 
in production in Sri Lanka alone in January and 

February due to the drought." Traders are expecting 
the worst. "If the shortfall turns out to be as deep as 
expected, then prices will go through the roof." There 
is no reserve of tea. 
 
Earth population 'exceeds limits' - humans have 
exceeded the Earth's "limits of sustainability". "We 
need to continue to decrease the growth rate of the 
global population; the planet can't support many more 
people." We have six-and-a-half-billion people on the 
planet, going rapidly towards seven. 

 

SPACE WEATHER - 
 

As April begins, the sun has been spotless for 24 
consecutive days. How long can the blank spell 
continue? The longest stretch of blank suns in the past 
100 years was 92 days in April, May and June of 
1913. To match that streak, today's sun must remain 
spotless until early June 2009. 

 
HEALTH THREATS -  

 
The world is on the cusp of an explosion of drug-
resistant tuberculosis cases that could deluge hospitals 
and leave physicians fighting a nearly untreatable 
malady with little help from modern drugs. 

 

RECALLS & ALERTS:  
 

The Kroger Co. is recalling Kroger Lite Mayo in 32-
ounce plastic jars with a "Sell by" date of SEP-25-09 
sold in Kroger stores in Southwestern Ohio, including 
Cincinnati and Dayton, and in Northern Kentucky and 
Southeastern Indiana because the product may be 
contaminated with Salmonella. 
 
Union International Food Co. is further expanding 
the recall of Lian How brand and Uncle Chen brand 
dry spices to include all types of dry spice products in 
15-pound and smaller containers (boxes, plastic bags 
and wide mouth jars) and 30-pound boxes and smaller 
packages of crushed chili because of a possible health 
risk. 
 
Stonyfield Farm is conducting a voluntary recall of 
Fat Free Plain Quarts in Stonyfield Farm branded 
containers limited to specific dates. The products are 
being recalled because they may contain a presence of 
food grade sanitizer. 

  
 



 
 

SSiiggnnss  iinn  FFaallssee  
SShheepphheerr ddss  

&&   FFaallssee  RReell iiggiioonn  
 

For among them are those who worm their 
way into households and capture idle women 

burdened down with sins, led along by a 
variety of passions, always learning and 
never able to come to a knowledge of the 

truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres resisted 
Moses, so these also resist the truth, men 

who are corrupt in mind, worthless in regard 
to the faith. But they will not make further 

progress, for their lack of understanding will 
be clear to all, as theirs was also. 

2 Timothy 3:6-9 
 

 

 
 

Episcopal minister defrocked after 
becoming a Muslim 
By Patrick Oppmann 

CNN 
 
SEATTLE, Washington (CNN) -- Ann Holmes 
Redding has what could be called a crisis of faiths. 
 
For nearly 30 years, Redding has been an ordained 
minister in the Episcopal Church. Her priesthood 
ended Wednesday when she was defrocked. 
 
The reason? For the past three years Redding has 
been both a practicing Christian and a Muslim. 
 
"Had anyone told me in February 2006 that I would 
be a Muslim before April rolled around, I would have 
shaken my head in concern for the person's mental 
health," Redding recently told a crowd at a signing for 
a book she co-authored on religion. 
 
Redding said her conversion to Islam was sparked by 
an interfaith gathering she attended three years ago. 
During the meeting, an imam demonstrated Muslim 
chants and meditation to the group. Redding said the 
beauty of the moment and the imam's humbleness 
before God stuck with her. 
 
"It was much more this overwhelming conviction that 
I needed to surrender to God and this was the form 
that my surrender needed to take," she recalled. "It 
wasn't just an episode but .... was a step that I wasn't 
going to step back from." 
 
Ten days later Redding was saying the shahada -- the 
Muslim declaration of belief in the oneness of God 
and acceptance of Mohammad as his prophet. 
 
But Redding said she felt her new Muslim faith did 
not pose a contradiction to her staying a Christian and 
minister. 
 
"Both religions say there's only one God," Redding 
said, "and that God is the same God. It's very clear we 
are talking about the same God! So I haven't shifted 
my allegiance." 
  
The imam at the Islamic Center in Seattle, 
Washington, where Redding prays said she brings the 
best of both traditions to her beliefs. 
 
"Coming from an example of wanting to be Christ-
like and coming from the perspective of wanting to 
follow the best example -- the example of our prophet 
Mohammed -- it all makes sense then," Benjamin 
Shabazz said. 
 
There are many contradictions between the two 



religions. While Islam recognizes Jesus as a prophet, 
Christianity worships him as the son of God. 
 
James Wellman, who chairs the department of 
comparative religion at the University of Washington, 
said that while it is not unusual for people to "mix and 
match" beliefs, it is almost unheard of for a minister 
to claim two religions. 
 
"When you take ordination as a Christian minister, 
you take an explicit vow of loyalty to Jesus. It's hard 
for me to understand how a Christian minister could 
have dual loyalties," Wellman said. 
 
Redding said she sees the theological conflicts but 
that the two religions, at their core, "illuminate" each 
other. 
 
"When I took my shahada, I said there's no God but 
God and that Mohammed is God's prophet or 
messenger. Neither of those statements, neither part 
of that confession or profession denies anything about 
Christianity," she said. 
 
To her parishioners and family, though, Redding has 
turned her back on her faith and office. There was, 
she said, "universal puzzlement" at her decision to 
convert to Islam but still remain an Episcopal 
minister. 
 
"I have people who love me very much who really 
don't want me to do this, and I love them very much. 
And I would love to be able to say, 'Because I love 
you I will renounce my orders' or 'I will renounce 
Islam' ... I hate causing pain to people who love me, 
that's not my intention," Redding said. 
 
The Episcopal Church also rejected Redding's 
religious choice. 
 
"The church interprets my being a Muslim as 
'abandoning the church,' " she said. "And that [there] 
comes an understanding that you have to be one or 
the other, and most people would say that. It simply 
hasn't been my experience that I have to make a 
choice between the two." 
 
The Diocese of Rhode Island, where Redding was 
ordained, told her to leave either her new Muslim 
faith or the ministry. A diocese statement said Bishop 
Geralyn Wolf found Redding to be "a woman of 
utmost integrity. However, the Bishop believes that a 
priest of the Church cannot be both a Christian and a 
Muslim." 

 
Even though she has been defrocked, Redding said 
she is not capable of turning her back on either faith. 
She said she wants to continue speaking about and 
teaching religion and perhaps even travel to the Hajj, 
a journey to Mecca that every Muslim is supposed to 
make in their lifetime. 
 
 
Redding said she does not want her belief in two 
religions to diminish the value she holds for both 
Christianity and Islam. Each faith by itself is enough 
to fulfill a person spiritually, she said. 
 
"It's all there. I am not saying you have to go 
somewhere else to be complete. Some people don't 
need glasses, some people need single lenses. I need 
bifocals."  
 
Diocese statement on defrocking Redding 
 
Effective April 1, 2009, The Rt. Rev. Geralyn Wolf, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Rhode Island, deposed Ann 
Holmes Redding as a priest in the Episcopal Church. 
Dr. Redding lives in the Diocese of Olympia 
Washington, but was canonically resident in the 
Diocese of Rhode Island, where she was under the 
authority of Bishop Wolf. The determination came 
after a process lasting nearly twenty-one months. 
 
In June 2007, the Diocese of Rhode Island learned of 
a public profession of adherence to the Muslim faith 
by Dr. Redding. Bishop Wolf conferred with Dr. 
Redding who acknowledged taking her Shahadah to 
become a Muslim. Bishop Wolf then issued a Pastoral 
Direction to Dr. Redding, directing her to undertake a 
period of one year for discernment of her faith 
commitment. After the agreed upon period, the status 
of Dr. Redding was considered by the Standing 
Committee of the Diocese of Rhode Island. 
 
The Standing Committee determined that Dr. Redding 
had abandoned the Communion of the Episcopal 
Church, within the meaning of the Canons of the 
Church, by her formal admission into a religious body 
not in Communion with the Episcopal Church. The 
Bishop affirmed that determination and issued an 
inhibition prohibiting Dr. Redding from exercising 
the gifts and spiritual authority conferred on her by 
Episcopal Ordination, and from public ministry. 
The Inhibition continued until March 31, 2009 during 
which time Dr. Redding had the opportunity to 
withdraw, or issue a notice of intention to withdraw, 
from the Muslim faith. Dr. Redding also had the 



opportunity to renounce her orders. Dr. Redding did 
neither and, under the Canons of the Church, Bishop 
Wolf was required to consider deposing Dr. Redding. 
 
Bishop Wolf found Dr. Redding to be a woman of 
utmost integrity and their conversations over the past 
two years have been open, honest and respectful. 
However, Bishop Wolf believes that a priest of the 
Church cannot be both a Christian and a Muslim.  
 
Consequently, as a result of the abandonment of the 
Communion of the Episcopal Church, Bishop Wolf 
imposed a sentence of deposition in accordance with 
the Canons of the Church. 

 
 

 
 

HATE PREACHER: I WANT SHARIA 
LAW IN BRITAIN   
Sunday March 29,2009 
By James Murray 
Sunday Express 
 
RADICAL Muslim Anjem Choudary has brushed 
aside a Scotland Yard probe into his inflammatory 
speeches to demand that Britain should become a 
Sharia state. 
 
His voice rising with passion and vigour, he told his 
growing army of followers in central London on 
Friday night: “Let me tell you something – the Sharia 
will be implemented in Pakistan, it will be 
implemented in India and Bangladesh and even down 
the road in Downing Street.” 
 
He was sharing a platform with four other senior 
members of Islam4UK, a new organization which is 
attracting the sort of believers who loyally followed 
hate preacher Abu Hamza before he was locked up. 
 
Muslims around the world will rise and eventually 
conquer the White House, said Choudary, comparing 
the struggle ahead with that faced by Muslims 
hundreds of years ago, who constantly brushed the 
dust of battles from their eyes as they conquered 
nations. 
 

Astonishingly, he compared himself to Noah from the 
Old Testament in one ranting outburst. 
 
“People said ‘look at that man building that boat in 
the mountain’,” he said. “Now they say ‘look at that 
lunatic calling for the Sharia in Britain’ ... they say 
the same thing.” 
 
Like those doubters in centuries past, Muslims will be 
tested but they must hold true to their convictions. 
 
“The question is, will your footsteps be in the 
struggle?” he asked the audience of more than 100 
young Muslim men who share a deep-seated and -
worrying loathing of everything that Britain stands 
for. 
 
The old Islamic army was 60 million strong and 
stretched from the “east of the east to the west of the 
west” and those days will come again, he said, 
although there are no countries in the world ruled by 
Sharia.  
 
To whip up the crowd he boasted of how His 
Greatness Mohammed had “eradicated” the Kaafir 
non-Muslims from the Arabian peninsular and they 
responded with a huge cheer. 
 
Stroking his beard while sitting behind a banner 
calling for Sharia Law for the UK, he said: 
‘‘President Nixon once said if the Muslims in the 
Asian continent gathered together they would be a 
superpower. 
 
“There are more than one billion in the Indian sub-
continent ... if they woke up.” 
 
Jabbing his finger at the audience, he told them they 
had a “responsibility” to speak up for Abu Hamza, 
jailed for incitement to murder, and Abu Qatada, who 
is awaiting extradition to Jordan on terrorist charges. 
 
And they also had to dig deep in their pockets to 
support financially the families of the two men, who 
are believed to be living off state benefits. 
 
The extraordinary scene unfolded in the unlikely 
setting of the Quakers meeting house opposite Euston 
railway station and while Scotland Yard said they 
were looking into complaints about Choudary’s 
provocative speeches to see if they broke the law. 
 
The meeting had originally been due to take place at a 
Hilton hotel round the corner, a stone’s throw away 



from the scene of the 7/7 bus bombing in Tavistock 
Square. But once the management found out, they 
cancelled the booking. 
 
Rather amazingly, the preacher was given permission 
to use a building renowned for quietly bringing 
followers of different faiths together. 
 
In a matter of minutes this Christian enclave was 
sporting a banner proclaiming: “There is None 
Worthy of Worship Except Allah and Mohammed is 
the Final Messenger.” 
 
In the foyer they were even giving away car stickers 
with the claim: Jesus was a Muslim. No one was in 
the mood for a cool and calm-headed religious 
discussion. The appetite was for fiery speakers 
extolling the true word of Islam. 
 
One speaker compared Abu Hamza’s treatment with 
those who had been held in Guantanamo Bay in 
Cuba. “They switch his light on every hour at 
Belmarsh prison,” he said. “The Sheikh does not have 
the utensils to eat properly and he can’t go to 
education classes. He is being treated worse than an 
animal.” 
 
As the insults against Britain came thick and fast, 
Anjem Choudary smiled approvingly, occasionally 
nodding to someone in the audience or reading a 
message handed to him by an acolyte. 
 
That day a newspaper had claimed Scotland Yard was 
investigating him for allegedly saying homosexuals 
should be stoned to death. 
 
But before the conference started, Choudary told the 
Sunday Express: ‘‘That allegation about stoning is not 
true and I am complaining to the Press Complaints 
Commission. It is all fabrication, fabrication. If I was 
supporting terrorists, do you think I would be here? 
Do you think I would have a beard? 
 
“No, of course not. My speeches are Jihad of the 
tongue not Jihad of the sword. There is a big 
difference. There is nothing to stop me calling for a 
Sharia state.” 
 
One of the reasons he had gone to the event was to 
urge his supporters to support financially the man 
who has inspired him, Sheikh Omar Bakri, who is 
living in exile in the Lebanon. Bakri had sent his own 
video link message to the conference, urging his 
followers to keep demanding absolute Sharia law. 

 
From his bolthole in Tripoli, Lebanon, the Sheikh 
earlier told the Sunday Express that a European Al 
Qaeda cell could strike during the G20 summit in 
London this week. 
 
Home Secretary Jacqui Smith said last week that an 
Al Qaeda dirty bomb attack could be imminent. 
 
Bakri said: “There could be an Al Qaeda cell in 
Europe planning an event. It would be so easy for 
them to come over and attack in the UK because they 
are not known. The police and MI5 are preoccupied 
by people like me and Abu Hamza.” 
 
Last night Tory MP and homeland security expert 
Patrick Mercer called for Scotland Yard to look at 
Choudary’s latest speech too. 
 
“His comments sound like sedition to me,” he said. 
“The police should look very carefully at his words to 
see if he has broken the law. Victims of the 7/7 
bombing will, I am sure, be hugely upset by what 
sounds like sedition.” 

 
 

 
 

Abortion is a blessing and abortionists are 
doing holy work, says Anglican priest 
Damian Thompson 
Apr 2, 2009 
Telegraph.co.uk 
 
The new Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School in 
Cambridge, Massacusetts, has given a sermon 
describing abortions as a "blessing" for the women 
who undergo them. The Rev Katherine Hancock 
Ragsdale also thinks that the people who run abortion 
clinics are "heroes" and even "saints". 
 
Ms Ragsdale, speaking in Birmingham, Alabama, 
said that "when a woman becomes pregnant within a 
loving, supportive, respectful relationship; has every 
option open to her; decides she does not wish to bear 
a child; and has access to a safe, affordable abortion - 
there is not a tragedy in sight - only blessing." 



 
Here is the full text of her sermon. Do not, please, 
make the mistake of assuming that she is an 
unrepresentative extremist: liberal Anglicans in 
America are among the most fervent supporters of 
abortion in the world, outstripping even atheists in 
their enthusiasm for this gruesome procedure. Over to 
you, Ms Ragsdale: 
 
Well, Operation Save America came, they saw, they 
harassed, and they annoyed; but they did not close the 
clinic. The clinic stayed open, no patients were turned 
away, and the doors never closed. We remain 
victorious. And that victory is a good thing - but, 
make no mistake, even though OSA has gone home; 
our work is not done. 
 
If we were to leave this park and discover that clinic 
violence had become a thing of the past, never to 
plague us again, that would be a very good thing, 
indeed; but, still, our work would not be done. 
 
If we were to find that, while we were here, Congress 
had acted to insure that abortion would always be 
legal, that would be a very good thing; but our work 
would not be done. 
 
If we were suddenly to find a host of trained 
providers, insuring access in every city, town, village, 
and military base throughout the world, that would be 
a very good thing; but our work would not be done. 
 
When every woman has everything she needs to make 
an informed, thoughtful choice, and to act upon it, we 
will be very close; but, still, our work will not be 
done. 
 
As long as women, acting as responsible moral 
agents, taking responsibility for their own lives and 
for those who depend on them, have to contend with 
guilt and shame, have judgment and contempt heaped 
upon them, rather than the support and respect they 
deserve, our work is not done. 
 
How will we know when our work is done? I suspect 
we'll know it when we see it. But let me give you 
some sure indicators that it isn't done yet: 
 
When doctors and pharmacists try to opt out of 
providing medical care, claiming it's an act of 
conscience, our work is not done. 
 
Let me say a bit more about that, because the 
religious community has long been an advocate of 

taking principled stands of conscience - even when 
such stands require civil disobedience. We've 
supported conscientious objectors, the Underground 
Railroad, freedom riders, sanctuary seekers, and anti-
apartheid protestors. We support people who put their 
freedom and safety at risk for principles they believe 
in. 
 
But let's be clear, there's a world of difference 
between those who engage in such civil disobedience, 
and pay the price, and doctors and pharmacists who 
insist that the rest of the world reorder itself to protect 
their consciences - that others pay the price for their 
principles. 
 
This isn't particularly complicated. If your conscience 
forbids you to carry arms, don't join the military or 
become a police officer. If you have qualms about 
animal experimentation, think hard before choosing to 
go into medical research. And, if you're not prepared 
to provide the full range of reproductive health care 
(or prescriptions) to any woman who needs it then 
don't go into obstetrics and gynecology, or internal or 
emergency medicine, or pharmacology. Choose 
another field! We'll respect your consciences when 
you begin to take responsibility for them. 
 
Here's another sign. Did you notice the arguments 
that were being shouted at us in front of the clinic? 
They've been trying for years, and seem to be pushing 
especially hard now, to position themselves as 
feminists - supporters of women. You heard them - 
yelling that they understand that it's all men's fault. 
That men must do better at supporting women and 
children so that women, presumably, won't feel the 
need to abort. They yelled that they understood that 
the women going into the clinic had been hurt by men 
and were reacting to that pain and betrayal. They 
pledged to help men be more responsible so that 
women wouldn't want abortions. 
 
Let me tell you something. Any argument that puts 
men alone at the center - for good or for bad -- any 
discussion of women's reproductive health that ends 
up being all about men, is not feminism. Nor, for that 
matter, is it Christian, or reflective of any God I 
recognize. And as long as anyone can even imagine 
such an argument, our work is not done. 
 
And while we're at it, as long as a Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States can argue, as 
Justice Kennedy recently did, that women are not 
capable of making our own informed moral decisions, 
that we need men to help us so that we won't make 



mistakes that we later regret; as long as a Supreme 
Court Justice can deny the moral agency of women 
simply because we are women - and can do it without 
being laughed off the public stage forever - our work 
is not done. What has happened to us that he could 
even think he could get away with publishing such an 
opinion? Our work most certainly is not done. 
 
Finally, the last sign I want to identify relates to my 
fellow clergy. Too often even those who support us 
can be heard talking about abortion as a tragedy. Let's 
be very clear about this: 
 
When a woman finds herself pregnant due to violence 
and chooses an abortion, it is the violence that is the 
tragedy; the abortion is a blessing. 
 
When a woman finds that the fetus she is carrying has 
anomalies incompatible with life, that it will not live 
and that she requires an abortion - often a late-term 
abortion - to protect her life, her health, or her 
fertility, it is the shattering of her hopes and dreams 
for that pregnancy that is the tragedy; the abortion is a 
blessing. 
 
When a woman wants a child but can't afford one 
because she hasn't the education necessary for a 
sustainable job, or access to health care, or day care, 
or adequate food, it is the abysmal priorities of our 
nation, the lack of social supports, the absence of 
justice that are the tragedies; the abortion is a 
blessing. 
 
And when a woman becomes pregnant within a 
loving, supportive, respectful relationship; has every 
option open to her; decides she does not wish to bear 
a child; and has access to a safe, affordable abortion - 
there is not a tragedy in sight -- only blessing. The 
ability to enjoy God's good gift of sexuality without 
compromising one's education, life's work, or ability 
to put to use God's gifts and call is simply blessing. 
 
These are the two things I want you, please, to 
remember - abortion is a blessing and our work is not 
done. Let me hear you say it: abortion is a blessing 
and our work is not done. Abortion is a blessing and 
our work is not done. Abortion is a blessing and our 
work is not done. 
 
I want to thank all of you who protect this blessing - 
who do this work every day: the health care 
providers, doctors, nurses, technicians, receptionists, 
who put your lives on the line to care for others (you 
are heroes -- in my eyes, you are saints); the escorts 

and the activists; the lobbyists and the clinic 
defenders; all of you. You're engaged in holy work. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to join you in that work 
for a few days here in Alabama. God bless you all. 

 
 

 
 

Catholic bishops warned in 1950s on child 
molesting priests 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Updated Wednesday, April 1st 2009 
 
NEW YORK - The founder of a religious order that 
treats Roman Catholic priests who molest children 
concluded in the 1950s that offenders were unlikely 
to change and should not be returned to ministry, 
according to his letters, which were obtained by 
plaintiffs' lawyers. 
 
The Rev. Gerald Fitzgerald, founder of the Servants 
of the Paraclete, was so sure of the priests' inability to 
control themselves that he tried to buy an island to 
isolate them. 
 
Fitzgerald discussed the issue with Pope Paul VI and 
in correspondence with several bishops, according to 
the National Catholic Reporter, an independent 
newspaper that reported the full content of the letters 
Monday. 
 
The documents challenge recent statements by U.S. 
bishops that before the clergy sex abuse scandal 
erupted in the 1980s and again in 2002, they were 
unaware of the risks of moving predators among 
parishes. 
 
Fitzgerald wrote in a 1952 letter to Bishop Robert 
Dwyer of Reno, Nevada that "real conversions will be 
found to be extremely rare." 
 
"Hence, leaving them on duty or wandering from 
diocese to diocese is contributing to scandal or at least 
to the approximate danger of scandal," he wrote. 
 
The Los Angeles law firm Kiesel, Boucher & Larson, 
which has brought many abuse cases against 
California dioceses, persuaded a judge in New 



Mexico to unseal the letters in 2007, according to 
Helen Zukin, an attorney at the firm. 
 
The attorneys then verified that the documents were 
authentic during depositions with Fitzgerald's 
successor as the Paracletes servant general, the Rev. 
Joseph McNamara, Zukin said. 
 
Leaders of the Servants of the Paraclete could not be 
reached for comment Monday. 
 
Fitzgerald set up the Paraclete treatment center in the 
late 1940s in Jemez Springs, New Mexico, mainly to 
help clergy struggling with alcoholism and emotional 
troubles. Soon, bishops began sending him priests 
who had molested young people or could not keep 
their celibacy vows. 
 
In a 1957 letter to Bishop Matthew Brady of 
Manchester, New Hampshire, Fitzgerald wrote that 
abusive priests only pretended to repent and change 
"to be again in a position where they can continue 
their wonted activity." He said eventually the church 
would have to establish "a uniform code of discipline 
and of penalties" to protect the priesthood. 
 
More than four decades later, the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops did just that. It created a national 
discipline and child protection policy after news 
reports and court files unsealed in 2002 showed that 
many bishops had moved guilty priests from 
assignment to assignment without notifying parents or 
police. 
 
Under the new plan, offenders are barred from church 
work or ousted from the priesthood altogether. 
American dioceses have paid more than $2.6 billion 
in abuse-related costs since 1950, according studies 
commissioned by the U.S. bishops. 
 
By the 1960s, Fitzgerald was losing control over the 
direction of the religious order, and medical and 
psychological professionals began working at the 
center — a change he had resisted. Those experts said 
some abusers could return to ministry. 
 
The New Mexico treatment center closed in the 1990s 
in the face of lawsuits over priests who had molested 
children while staying at the Jemez Springs site or 
after being treated there. 

 

 

 
 

I love God, not church greed 
By George Louie Brogdon Iv 
For the Journal-Constitution 
Wednesday, April 01, 2009 
 
We Americans are not “losing our religion,” as 
syndicated columnist Leonard Pitts charges. Our 
religion is losing us. 
 
In a March 18 column, Pitts cited a 2008 survey 
suggesting Americans have been moving away from 
organized religion for the last two decades. 
 
Pitts blamed perverse church scandals, predatory 
preachers, violence in the name of religion and 
intolerant messages as the demons driving this 
departure from the divine. 
 
While harmful, the problems I and many of my fellow 
college students see are much more basic. 
 
It is not because priests are playing doctor with the 
altar boys that my generation is leaving the church. 
It’s because clergymen are playing politician with our 
country. 
 
Jerry Falwell’s bygone “Moral Majority” is not our 
majority. And the unholy union of evangelical 
Christians and the once-sensible Republican Party has 
confused the principles of both groups —- and their 
followers. 
 
It is not because a slew of shepherds have built 
expensive palaces on the backs of their flock. It is 
because churches have built palaces for themselves. 
How many multimillion-dollar megachurches did 
Christ —- or Muhammad —- need to attract people or 
do the works of their God, the God of Abraham? 
 
It is not because religious zealots are spilling the 
blood of the innocent in the name of their God. And it 
is not because some religious leaders spread messages 
of persecution and bigotry. 
 
As a 24-year-old product of a Henry County public 
education —- and maybe a few too many years at the 



University of Georgia —- I have read enough history 
to know that we have long used religion to manipulate 
people and justify killing them. 
 
I was blessed with a steadfast and loving Methodist 
upbringing in McDonough. I left the church, driven 
away by forces less extreme than the actions of Eric 
Rudolph or the tragic events of 9/11, both of which 
Pitts cited. 
 
I have vivid memories of Sept. 11, 2001, when it 
seemed all the air had been sucked out of Union 
Grove High School in one giant gasp, and every 
television in the building flashed images of smoke 
and fire as our teachers —- some not much older than 
I am now —- stood quietly, heads bowed, pleading 
with their God for the courage and wisdom to explain 
to frightened teenagers what was happening. 
 
I remember the prayer circles —- people not close 
before but now unabashedly coming together to seek 
guidance from a higher power during dark hours. If 
there was one comfort that came from that tragedy, it 
was that people could lean on their faith, and their 
fellow man, in time of need. 
 
No, my disenchantment with organized religion began 
on a sunny Sunday morning, in the same pew that my 
family always sat in at our Methodist church. 
 
My church, like many others, had become too large 
for our space. And in the grand tradition of 
Methodism, a committee was formed and a fund-
raising drive was kicked off to build a bigger and 
better, multimillion-dollar house of God. 
 
Suddenly, some Sundays were devoted to numbers 
and figures, charts and graphs, costs and benefits and 
losses and gains —- not piety and devotion, charity 
and compassion, humility and service or love for thy 
neighbor. 
As these Sabbath day negotiations went on, even at 
16, I thought of the 21st chapter of Matthew, the 11th 
chapter of Mark, and the 19th chapter of Luke —- the 
only time Christ was angry, driving the merchants out 
of the temple. 
 
Eventually my church —- the church of my 
confirmation —- split in two. 
 
I realized then that churches could be bought and sold 
just like anything else. Our church had become a 
company and its congregation the shareholders. I 
wondered how many shares God still held. 

 
I don’t attend church regularly anymore, but I do 
speak with God every day. On occasion when I feel 
particularly lost or troubled, I sneak into the 
Methodist church in Athens. I have to get in through 
the office entrance, because the doors to the sanctuary 
usually are locked. 
 
I see this and other multimillion dollar churches all 
over our state, equipped with gymnasiums, baseball 
fields, projector screens and state-of-the-art sound 
systems. 
 
Then I think of what they cost —- in pennies and 
people. The pennies could have bought clothes for the 
naked or food for the hungry. The people could have 
given help to the helpless or given care to the sick. 
 
It did not take a big scandal to drive me away from 
the church —- just a pledge drive. 
 
(George Louie Brogdon IV is a student at the 
University of Georgia.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

FFaaii tthh  uunnddeerr   FFii rr ee  
  

“Blessed are you when they insult you and 
persecute you and falsely say every kind of 
evil against you because of me. Be glad and 

rejoice, because your reward is great in 
heaven. For that is how they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.”  
Matthew 5:11-12 

 
“You will be hated by everyone because of 
my name. But the one who endured to the 

end will be delivered.”  
Matthew 10:22 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Cartoon strip aimed at under-12s depicts 
Christian boy as Islamaphobe thug 
By Jonathan Petre 
04th April 2009 
MailOnline 
 
A Government-funded charity was at the centre of a 
row last night after a magazine it publishes for 
children appeared to depict Christians as 
Islamaphobes who regard Muslims as terrorists. 
 
In a cartoon strip, a boy wearing a large cross around 
his neck is shown telling a friend that a smiling 
Muslim girl in a veil looks like a terrorist. 
 
He later confronts her and shouts: ‘Hey, whatever 
your name is, what are you hiding under your 
turban?’ 
 
She replies that the garment is called a hijab and it is 
part of her religion, ‘like that cross you wear’. 
 
The girl is then shown standing up for another boy, 
who is being bullied, and her behavior is contrasted 
with that of the boy wearing the cross. 
 
The cartoon story, entitled Standing Up For What 
You Believe In, appears in the latest issue of Klic!, a 
quarterly magazine aimed at children in care aged 
from eight to 12. 
 
Published by the Who Cares? Trust, a charity set up 
in 1992, it is described on the cover as ‘the best ever 
mag for kids in care’ and is widely distributed by 
town halls. 
 
The charity received £100,000 from the Department 
for Children, Schools and Families, headed by Ed 
Balls, in both 2007 and 2008, and £80,000 this year. 
 
Although the cartoon does not specifically refer to the 
boy’s religion, it has angered Christian groups and 
MPs who fear it sends out the wrong message. 
 
Mike Judge, of the Christian Institute, said: ‘What 



about Christian children in care who received this 
magazine? How will they feel to see themselves 
mocked as narrow-minded Islamaphobes? 
 
‘It is a clumsy caricature, symptomatic of a culture 
which says it is OK to bully Christians in the name of 
diversity.’ 
 
Philip Hollobone, the Tory MP for Kettering, said: ‘I 
think it is very unfortunate that the lad who is 
pointing the finger is wearing a cross. 
 
'You can hardly imagine anyone producing a 
magazine in which the roles were reversed and it was 
the Muslim girl who was behaving badly.’ 
 
Gary Streeter, the Tory MP for South West Devon, 
said the religious parody was ‘unacceptable’, adding: 
‘If it is being done with public money, it should be 
investigated and the magazine withdrawn.’ 
 
But Who Cares? Trust chief executive Natasha 
Finlayson said she had no intention of withdrawing it, 
describing the cross as ‘bling’ rather than a religious 
symbol. 
 
She said the charity had received a complaint but did 
not agree the cartoon was derogatory towards 
Christians. 
 
‘I am a Christian myself, so when a woman called us, 
I went back and looked at the comic strip from her 
point of view,’ Ms Finlayson said. 
 
‘I am sorry that she is upset but I don’t share her 
view. When I saw the cartoon, I didn’t think of that 
character being a Christian because I saw the cross as 
‘bling’, as jewelry. 
 
‘To me it is a cartoon about bullying rather than 
discrimination or religion.’ 

 
 

 
 

Bishop of Rochester resigns to become 
defender of persecuted Christians 
The Bishop of Rochester has surprised the Church of England by 
announcing that he will stand down this year to become a 
defender of persecuted Christians. 

By Jonathan Wynne-Jones, Religious Affairs Correspondent 
29 Mar 2009 
 
Dr Michael Nazir-Ali is only 59 and could have 
stayed for another decade in his post, one of the most 
senior in the Church, but has chosen instead to devote 
the rest of his career to working in communities 
where Christians are in a minority. 
 
While this is likely to see him involved in the Middle 
East and Pakistan, the bishop revealed that he also 
plans to work with Muslim converts to Christianity in 
Britain.  
 
He said he has been inspired by the story of Hannah 
Shah, an Imam's daughter who faced being killed by 
her family for refusing an arranged marriage before 
becoming a Christian. 
 
"Bishop Michael is hoping to work with a number of 
church leaders from areas where the church is under 
pressure, particularly in minority situations, who have 
asked him to assist them with education and training 
for their particular situation," said a spokesman. 
 
In a letter to clergy in his diocese, the bishop said: "I 
have decided that the time is now right for me to step 
down as Bishop of Rochester. I have valued my 
modest part in the life of the Church locally, 
nationally and globally. 
 
"We take this step of faith 'not knowing where we are 
going.'" 
 
Dr Nazir-Ali, who is the Church's first and only Asian 
bishop, received death threats himself after warning 
last year that parts of the country have been turned 
into "no-go" areas for non-Muslims. 
 
He has been unafraid to speak out since being 
appointed as Bishop of Rochester in 1994 and has 
risen to become a leading champion of traditional 
Christianity in Britain. 
 
Many saw him as a likely contender to succeed 
George Carey as Archbishop of Canterbury in 2002, 
but he has instead become a focus for the 
conservative evangelical wing of the Church that has 
opposed the incumbent, Dr Rowan Williams. 
 
His interventions over the row over homosexual 
clergy in the Anglican Church have been seen as a 
direct challenge to the archbishop. 



 
Nevertheless, Dr Williams paid tribute to Dr Nazir-
Ali's contribution to the Church of England. 
 
"Bishop Michael's decision to undertake this new and 
very challenging ministry will leave a real gap in the 
ranks of English bishops," he said. 
 
"His enormous theological skill, his specialist 
involvement in the complex debates around bioethics, 
his wide international experience and his clarity of 
mind and expression have made him a really valuable 
colleague, and he has served the Church and the 
wider society with dedication and distinction. 
 
"In his new work with churches in minority 
situations, he will need all our prayer and support. 
 
"It is a courageous initiative and a timely one." 

 
 

 
 

Iraq: The most dangerous place in the 
world for Christians  
By: Canon Andrew White at Mar 27, 2009 
 
The Christians of Iraq are some of the oldest and long 
standing Christians in the world. Here among these 
wonderful people is still spoken the language of our 
Lord. Ninety-eight per cent of my people at St 
George's, Baghdad originate from "Niniwah" 
(Nineveh) and are the result of the most miserable 
evangelist ever, who arrived by submarine 
transportation 2,700 years ago - Jonah. Another 
miserable person turned up 700 years later called 
doubting Thomas. He was on his way to India. He 
told the people that their Messiah had come. They 
believed him and, to this day, the Christians in Iraq 
revere Jonah and Mar Thoma. 
 
Yet I look around our church and most of our 
members (over 2,000) are women and children 
because our men have been killed or kidnapped. All 
of our members apart from me are Iraqis and all have 
suffered terribly. Last year alone, 93 of my people 
were killed. This year already, five of my people have 
been killed. All of my original church leaders were 
killed in 2005 and all Christians in the country who 
had the means have left and gone to Jordan, Syria or 

Sweden so that those left behind tend to be the poorer 
members of the community. 
 
Thus, we are still in the most dangerous place for 
Christians in the world. Security has slightly 
improved and some people have returned to places 
like Dora, but Christians in Iraq are still surrounded 
by great danger. 
 
I am in a minority here in saying that the war had to 
happen and Saddam had to be removed, but I was 
here in Iraq before the last war. I saw the fear and 
debauchery of the regime. I still do not denounce the 
war, but what happened afterwards was worse than 
terrible. It was awful for all but particularly for those 
groups who are small in number. I do not call them 
minorities because they themselves object to that 
term. It does not matter if they are Mandeans, 
Yazidees, Turkman, Fali Kurds or Christians - they 
have all suffered, been marginalised and forgotten by 
the masses. 
 
Proper thought did not take place about the needs or 
protection of these groups. The fact that these people 
would be persecuted was to be expected, yet the plans 
that were needed for their future did not exist. I spent 
many days in Washington DC and London 
beforehand and there was a total rejection of any 
possible religious component to the development of 
sectarianism. I was told that first water and electricity 
needed to be dealt with and at a far later date, 
religion. A few weeks later I was told they could not 
even deal with water and electricity because religion 
kept getting in the way. 
 
Religious sectarianism has always potentially been a 
major issue in Iraq but under the previous regime it 
did not show its head. The minority Sunni were in 
control and their first enemy just happened to be the 
majority Shia. Therefore in previous days the 
Christians were treated relatively well and given 
certain freedoms as long as they totally complied. 
 
Today things are different but still people often do not 
wake up and listen. Hundreds of Christians have been 
killed, forced to convert or made to pay jezerah tax. 
On the whole people have not even heard of these 
problems. I stand in church each week and look at the 
widows and children without parents. They are my 
people and I have to provide for them. There is no 
social security, they need food, clothes and 
healthcare. They have no money so we have to 
provide it. I thank G-d that by his grace through our 
supporters, I have always been able to do this. I might 



be an Anglican but we do not just give to our own we 
also give to the Assyrian, Armenian, Chaldean, 
Syrian Orthodox and to some of the Protestant 
groups. What we can give though is minuscule 
compared to the extent of the needs. 
 
Other present solutions could be international 
political engagement and the support of the Iraqi 
Government. The International Political community 
has not done a huge amount to help the Christian 
community. In reality what it can do is limited. The 
coalition in Iraq has tried to increase security and 
protection for the Christians and has done so where 
possible. In recent months it tried to increase MNFI 
security around Niniveh when the attacks against 
Christians escalated and together with the Iraqi 
Government there was some success. But the 
Christians have had to be careful about the extent of 
help it receives from the coalition because many of 
the terrorist groups have wrongly thought that 
Christians of Iraq have Western links and are part of a 
Western religion. 
 
The coalition in Iraq has also failed to understand the 
nature of Iraqi Christianity. At one stage I was asked 
by the coalition if it would be possible to establish 
groups of Christians like the 'Sunni Awakening' who 
would take up arms and would protect the others. 
This very statement may sound good but it is 
fundamentally flawed. At no point are Christians like 
the Sunni community. Very rarely do and would 
Christians take up arms. Neither do they usually live 
in communities where the majority are purely 
Christians and where it is easy to protect a specific 
area. 
 
Regarding the Iraqi Government, at no point has it 
ever taken negative action towards Christians. The 
Iraqi Government does care about its Christians. 
Members of the Cabinet even regularly come to 
church. The council and the governor often see how 
they can help us. But whilst individuals and churches 
have helped us help the Christians of Iraq, never once 
has any Christian relief agency ever helped us. It is 
far too dangerous for them to send people in so they 
do not help us. It is this point that really frustrates me, 
that those in some of the greatest need cannot be 
helped because it is too dangerous to have a presence. 
 
The fact is that it is in the most dangerous places that 
our fellow Christians need help. It is often said that I 
have the most dangerous parish in the world. Maybe I 
do but I will not leave them. Just the other day a 
famous American preacher said to me the problem is 

that people have not seen G-d enough like Job did. He 
said "you have seen G-d in the children of Iraq". I 
agree I have, I will never leave these people they are 
indeed the most wonderful people in the world and 
they just happen to be Iraqi Christians. 

 
 

 
 

Mount Vernon teacher testifies she keeps 
Bible on desk  
Written by M.Seither  
Dean Narciso 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH 
www.columbusdispatch.com 
 
MOUNT VERNON, Ohio -- A veteran Mount 
Vernon middle-school teacher said if anyone should 
be singled out for promoting religion in public 
schools, it should be her. 
 
Lori Miller testified yesterday during the termination 
hearing of John Freshwater that her colleague is a 
man of integrity and shouldn't be fired. 
 
"I still have a Bible on my desk and my 
administrators know that, and I have not been asked 
to remove them," said Miller, a seventh-grade math 
teacher, who taught middle-school science until three 
years ago. 
 
She displayed two large Bibles and two other 
devotional books that she typically keeps on the 
corner of her desk. 
 
Miller also testified she played religious background 
music and openly prayed for students in class until 
last spring. 
 
That's when the school board voted that it intended to 
fire Freshwater for preaching in class, teaching 
creationism and intelligent design, and burning cross 
marks on students' arms. 
 
He since has been suspended without pay. He is 
entitled to a hearing, per state law, before the board 
finally votes on termination. The hearing began in 



October but has paused several times because of 
scheduling issues. 
 
"I would praise the Lord all the time in my 
classroom," Miller said. "I had kids come up all the 
time asking if I would pray for them. I honestly did 
not think that was wrong." 
 
She said that parents would thank her "for being a 
Christian in a public school system, and for making a 
difference." 
 
Miller said she was told in August that she could keep 
her Bible and other devotional displays in her 
classroom but to tone down the religious music and 
religious references. She said she asked why 
Freshwater was not allowed to keep his Bible and 
displays, but never got an answer from 
Superintendent Stephen Short. 
 
The schools' attorney, David Millstone, said he would 
cross-examine Miller after first listening to audio 
recordings that she had taken during meetings with 
administrators. 
 
In morning testimony, the district's former 
superintendent, Jeff Maley, said teachers should 
"stick with science" when asked by students to 
discuss controversies. 
 
Maley led the district for about nine years until he 
retired in 2007. 
 
He said he believed Freshwater to be a good teacher 
with a flawed ability to separate his personal and 
professional responsibilities. 
 
"I believe that John, Mr. Freshwater, has a strong 
difficulty resolving his philosophical difficulties with 
the scientific community," Maley said. "I respect that 
struggle, by the way. He is very fervent about the 
issue of evolution being incorrect." 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Muslim Morocco expels 5 Christian 
missionaries 
USAToday 
 
RABAT, Morocco (AP) — Authorities have expelled 
five Christian missionaries from Morocco on the 
grounds that they were illegally inciting Muslims to 
convert, the Interior Ministry said Sunday. 
 
The missionaries were caught Saturday during an 
assembly with Moroccan Muslims in Casablanca, the 
North African kingdom's economic capital, and have 
been sent to Spain by boat, the Interior Ministry said 
in a statement carried by the official MAP news 
agency. 
 
"Numerous pieces of evangelical propaganda material 
were also seized," including video cassettes in Arabic 
that advocated conversion to Christianity, the 
statement said. 
 
A senior Interior Ministry official said the 
missionaries were four Spaniards and a German 
woman. He insisted Morocco has nothing against the 
Christian faith, but that authorities felt the 
missionaries had gone too far. The official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity in keeping with 
Interior Ministry rules, said the missionaries were 
expelled without being officially arrested or charged. 
He could not specify the Christian denomination to 
which they belonged. 
 
Several Evangelical Christians have been charged or 
detained in recent months in neighboring Algeria, and 
authorities throughout North Africa have become 
increasingly wary of an apparent push by some 
Protestant churches in this overwhelmingly Sunni 
Muslim region. 
 
Christianity and Judaism are freely practiced in 
dozens of churches, temples and synagogues 
throughout Morocco, but proselytizing to convert 
Muslims is considered illegal. 



 
A tourism haven and a strong Western ally, Morocco 
has a reputation for tolerance. At the same time, the 
country's King Mohammed VI is also "Amir al-
Mouminine," or commander of the believers and 
protector of the Muslim faith. 
 
Morocco appears to have hardened its stance on 
moral issues in recent weeks. A Shiite Muslim school 
was closed earlier this month on suspicion it was 
trying to convert pupils, and Rabat severed its 
diplomatic relations with Iran, accusing the Shiite 
Islamic republic of trying to undermine Morocco's 
Sunni unity. 
 
The Interior Ministry also recently issued a statement 
asserting it would not hesitate to crack down on 
media or activists that threatened the country's 
religious or moral values. The statement was viewed 
as targeting Shiites, as well as some newspapers that 
recently called for more rights for homosexuals. 

 
 

 
 

TThhee  KK iinnggddoomm  MM eessssaaggee  
ooff   SSaallvvaatt iioonn  

 
The hourglass is nearly empty. The Great Tribulation 
has begun and Armageddon looms in the very near 

future. There are a total of TWO things that you need 
in order to obtain Eternal Life and Man-Made 
Religion is not one of them. (1) A Good Heart 
Condition. (2) An Acceptance of Christ as Lord and 
Savior.  
 
We urge those who wish to obtain Eternal Life in 
Christ's Kingdom to read the following very 
important message.  
 
We don’t aim to twist arms or convince anyone of 
anything they aren’t ready or willing to believe as 
their hearts will ultimately dictate what they perceive 
to be truth. However, it is also our responsibility to 
warn those who do not accept this Truth, will face 
Judgment at Armageddon. For this reason we pray 
that the eyes and hearts of all who read our message 
are opened to the Truth whether that is now, or in the 
near future when our words come to pass. 
 

OUR MESSAGE OF TRUTH 
 
The main theme of our Message of Truth is that those 
who wish to have eternal life must declare Jesus 
Christ to be Lord and Savior. This must be done in 
order to be one with His coming Kingdom.  
 
We realize that many will challenge our faith and the 
faith of others who also declare Jesus to be Lord. 
They will say that we must meet certain requirements 
of water baptism, a belief in the Trinity and other 
man-made religious ideals. If those people are of 
some positive energy, they will see the Light. If not, 
they will remain opposed to what is ministered to 
them. That is their Free Will choice. Even if they 
claim to be foot-step followers of Christ, they will be 
deemed not worthy of Salvation unless they exhibit 
the Holy Spirit from within them. If they believe 
falsehoods about Christ, cling to their man-made 
religious belief systems and exhibit no signs of 
positive energy, they will be marked accordingly by 
the Cherubic Order of Angels. All people are judged 
by what is really in their hearts.  
 
As part of our Ministry to those that oppose the Truth, 
we point out that a humble heart is the only thing that 
saves anyone. Without it, you are endowed with 
negative energy. What your heart is filled with is 
what springs forth with abundance from the mouth. 
Luke 6:45 is clear on this point: 
 
A good man produces good out of the good 
storeroom of his heart. An evil man produces evil 



out of the evil storeroom, for his mouth speaks from 
the overflow of the heart. 
 
Proverbs 4:23 is clear on the need to safeguard your 
heart against the wickedness of negative energy being 
stored there: 
 
Guard your heart above all else, for it is the source 
of life. 
 
By knowing and understanding the Truth of the 
Word, you treasure up within your hearts that of 
positive energy. That's what guides you (the Holy 
Spirit - Positive energy) so that you do not sin 
knowingly against Christ or his Father.  
 
I have treasured Your word in my heart so that I 
may not sin against You. Psalms 119:11.  
 
The problem with sin is that it cultivates negative 
energy. From the mind where it begins or originates, 
it creeps down into your heart. Then you're in trouble. 
That's why it's not a sin to think a bad thought, if you 
dismiss it. You did not act on it. Therefore, it is not a 
sin. But if you dwell on the wrong thought, it will 
creep on down into your heart and become a part of 
you. So, above all else, safeguard your hearts. 
 

WHAT ABOUT WATER BAPTISM? 
 
It is not necessary to be baptized in water to be saved. 
Jesus Christ was the forerunner. In Christ's Ministry, 
baptism in water was used to anoint him by his 
Father. It was continued by his disciples, because he 
had not yet ascended to Heaven, and had not yet 
received the Kingdom Authority that would later be 
bestowed upon him by his Father Yahweh. Once that 
had been fully accomplished, the Light of Truth 
became the baptism via the Light of Christ. The 
Savior's instructions given at Matthew 28:19-20, you 
see the baptism it speaks of is a baptism of Holy 
Spirit.  
 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age. 
 
This takes place when one truly comes to understand 
the Father of Jesus Christ and accept Him as Truth. 
Water is no longer necessary to be sanctified. The 
purpose of baptism before Christ was to symbolize 
the shedding of one's former ways of sinful conduct. 

That was sanctification. Now, the baptism of 
sanctification is done as mentioned above. The Holy 
Ghost transformation is performed through the Light 
of Christ. 

 
WILL YOU BE DAMNED 

IF NOT BAPTIZED IN WATER? 
 
Children pass over without water baptism. Some die 
at birth or are aborted. The children have special 
status with the Creator. They are not damned and 
neither are adults that are not water baptized. What 
would happen if you were shipwrecked for the 
remainder of you life? How could God justify not 
giving you a chance to learn His Sovereign Will at 
transition? The only requirement for Christ’s 
salvation is that of a humble heart. Once you are with 
Christ, he knows your humble heart will accept him. 
When you passed through his Light, you were then 
baptized as a Holy Ghost. The water baptism would 
be nil in Christ's eyes. It is the HEART that Saves. 
Nothing else can get you into the Kingdom unless 
your heart is of Positive energy. Yahweh Himself 
reveals this at Jeremiah 17:10.  
 
I, the LORD, examine the mind, I test the heart to 
give to each according to his way, according to what 
his actions deserve. 
 
If the heart were not the thing of importance, He 
would not search it. It is not the outward appearance 
that saves, but what is hidden deep within the heart.  

 
ALL POSITIVE ENERGY 

PEOPLE ARE ACCEPTABLE 
 
People of all nationalities, regardless of race, color or 
religion are open to the Salvation of Christ. 
 
Then I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, 
having the eternal gospel to announce to the 
inhabitants of the earth to every nation, tribe, 
language, and people. Revelation 14:6 
 
Hear this, all you peoples; listen, all who inhabit the 
world, both low and high, rich and poor together. 
Psalms 49:1-2 
 
Then Peter began to speak: In truth, I understand 
that God doesn't show favoritism, but in every 
nation the person who fears Him and does 
righteousness is acceptable to Him. Acts 10:34-35 
 

REMEMBER - IT'S A FREE WILL CHOICE 



  
Everyone has Free Will Choice in the decision and 
are able to choose one way or the other. That's why 
we will not try to force the Truth on to anyone.  
 
I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you 
today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live, love the LORD your God, 
obey Him, and remain faithful to Him. For He is 
your life, and He will prolong your life in the land 
the  
 
LORD swore to give to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Deuteronomy 30:19-20 
 
But if it doesn't please you to worship the LORD, 
choose for yourselves today the one you will 
worship: the gods your fathers worshiped beyond 
the Euphrates River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living. As for me and my family, 
we will worship the LORD. Joshua 24:15 
 
If you carefully obey My commands I am giving you 
today, to love the LORD your God and worship Him 
with all your heart and all your soul, I will provide 
rain for your land in season, the early and late 
rains, and you will harvest your grain, new wine, 
and oil. I will provide grass in your fields for your 
livestock. You will eat and be satisfied. Be careful 
that you are not enticed to turn aside, worship, and 
bow down to other gods. Then the LORD's anger 
will burn against you. He will close the sky, and 
there will be no rain; the land will not yield its 
produce, and you will perish quickly from the good 
land the LORD is giving you. Deuteronomy 11:13-
17 
 
This is how we are sure that we have come to know 
Him: by keeping His commands. 1 John 2:3 

 
SALVATION – 

KINGDOM MESSAGE COMPLETED 
 
Now, either you will accept or reject the Truth we 
have ministered to you. Since everyone should come 
to understand that actions result in consequences, we 
deliver the following warning. If you decide to refuse 
the truth, then you will know what is ahead--even if 
you reject that also, at this time. Later on, you will see 
our words come to life. If you accept the Truth now 
but are later tempted to cultivate a negative energy 
within your heart, then the warning we share might 
help to prevent that from happening. 

 
YAHWEH'S BITTER-SWEET WARNING 

TO ALL PEOPLE OF THE EARTH 
 
He that exercises faith in the Son has everlasting 
life. He that disobeys the Son will not see life. The 
Wrath of God remains upon him. The one who 
believes in the Son has eternal life, but the one who 
refuses to believe in the Son will not see life; instead, 
the wrath of God remains on him. John 3:36 
 
Once you have been given the Message of Truth, if 
you do not obey it you are exercising your Free Will 
choice. However, it will result in eternal death at the 
Judgment. Just as Satan and his angels cannot have 
free reign in creation - neither will it be permitted of 
those that exercise that choice. Your fate is upon your 
own head. 
                                                                 
Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent 
of everyone's blood, for I did not shrink back from 
declaring to you the whole plan of God. Acts 20:26-
27  
 
The above scripture reveals we will be clean from the 
blood of those who make the wrong choice. If you are 
so cultivated with negative energy that you hear and 
know that what we speak is Truth and you continue to 
sin willfully by rejecting that Truth, then you will lose 
the Sacrificial Hope of Salvation. Time will 
eventually run out. Armageddon is the final Judgment 
Chapter.  
 
For if we deliberately sin after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for sins Hebrews 10:26  
 
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the 
day of our God's vengeance... Isaiah 61:2  
 
The tumult reaches to the ends of the earth because 
the LORD brings a case against the nations. He 
enters into judgment with all flesh. As for the  
wicked, He hands them over to the sword [This is] 
the LORD's declaration. Jeremiah 25:31  
 
I tell you that on the day of judgment people will 
have to account for every careless word they speak. 
Matthew 12:36  
 
When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you will 
surely die,' and you do not speak out to dissuade 
him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his 



sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood."  
Ezekiel 33:8 
 

SANCTIFICATON OF 
THE CREATOR'S NAME 

 
This GOOD NEWS of the Kingdom will be preached 
in all the inhabited earth and bear witness to all the 
nations. The nations will be made to know Yahweh. 
His Name must be sanctified before the nations.  
 
I will honor the holiness of My great name, which 
has been profaned among the nations the name you 
have profaned among them. The nations will know 
that I am Yahweh "the declaration of the Lord GOD 
"when I demonstrate My holiness through you in 
their sight. Ezekiel 36:23  
 
So I will make My holy name known among My 
people Israel and will no longer allow it to be 
profaned. Then the nations will know that I am the 
LORD, the Holy One in Israel. Ezekiel 39:7 

 
ARE THERE ANY FREE RIDES 

TO ETERNAL BLISS? 
 
Anyone that believes they can get a free ride through 
eternity without going through Christ, please read:  
 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to people by which 
we must be saved. Acts 4:12  
 
Once you have received the Truth, you are under 
obligation by the Creator.  
 
Wisdom is supreme so get wisdom. And whatever 
else you get, get understanding. Proverbs 4:7 
 
Your Sisters and Brother in Christ, 
The Ministers of the Light of Life Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For more FREE information  
you can visit the following links: 

 
Our Ministry website: 

www.lightoflifeministry.com  
 

The End Times Truths website: 
http://chosen.weebly.com 

 
For FREE End Times E-Books visit: 
http://stores.lulu.com/endtimestruths 

 
 Any questions or comments?   

 
contactlightoflifeministry@yahoo.com 

 
May Father Bless you and Guide you  

in your search for The Truth.  
Amen. 


