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A Personal | nvitation

We wholeheartedly extend an invitation to all our
readers to join us at our twice weekly Bible Study
Group. These meetings are held onkmelays and
Sundays 8pm CST If you are interested in
attending, please take a few minutes to read the
Kingdom Message of Salvation located at the end of
this newsletter. Then send amail and we’ll make
arrangements for you. We look forward to meeting
youl!

April 21, 2009

The Light of Life Ministry
Who We Are and What We Do

We are Ministers with the Light of Life
Ministry.

Our Ministry’s mission is to spread Truth.

Our Ministry Motto is:"You will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.'John 8:32

The Light of Life Ministry, Yahweh and
Christ’'s Ministry, delivers the Kingdom Message of
Salvation and impending Warning of Judgment to all
the world, which explains what is required to obtai
Salvation and warns of what will happen if the hrut
and validity contained within the message is not
accepted.

: We seek to enlighten those around us of the
truth of God's Word and Christ's love to those who
will open their hearts to him.

: We are Christians. We worship Yahweh and
His son Christ Jesus.

: The essence of our Ministry is to give the
message that Christ's Kingdom is at hand and tieat t
Judgment awaits those that do not respond favorably
to the Kingdom.

We are not aligned with any man-made
religious organizations because these organizations
bear only false and half-truths and we have been
ordained to minister ONLY the truth.

We believe in the validity of what is written in
the Bible and the Truth of the Scriptures.

We do not debate the Scriptures, try to
convert, twist arms or convince anyone of the Truth
as it is a matter of Free Will.



We seek to enlighten those around us of the
truth of God’s Word and Christ’s love to those who
will open their hearts to him.

We are Christians and we worship only
Yahweh and His son Christ Jesus.

*IMPORTANT NOTE* All scriptural references in
this newsletter are from The Holman Christian
Standard Bible.

The Minister’'s Corner

“You will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.”
John 8:32

Prayer
By Johanna

Father, | thank You so much for the opportunithest t
come to my family and | through Your kindness and
love in the name of Your Son. | most humbly thank
You for all the blessings that You give me through
Your will for my life. | also thank You for being it
me, in me and surrounding me with Your love. | ask
that You continually guide me through the

responsibilities and trails that have been plaaged i
front of me so that | may continue to grow in my
relationship with Your Son Christ Jesus and in turn
that | am able to continue to grow in a closer anio
with You. | hope that in reading my heart You know
how deep my love runs for You and how much |
place my family and my life in Your hands through
my faith and trust in You. | also want to thank You
again Father for providing for my family and |
through the hardship we have been facing through
Your ministers and family members. | know that
Your love for me is greater than | can ever imagine
but I long to return it all to You and Your son @Ghr
Jesus. | continually pray for Your guidance and
wisdom in my life and in all things Your will be de.

| ask these things in Christ Jesus, Your Son and
vindicator of righteous rule. Amen Father Yahweh

Johanna’s personal website is located gt:
www.myeternalheaven.com

Lamentations
By Regina

Here and now you'll hear my lament,

but mistake it not for discouragement.

Just eyes that see what it's all about,
and a heart feeling pain, then crying out.

I'm tired of those who lie and who conspire,
seeking to drag others through the mire.
Tired of trusting and being burned,
of hoping that their hearts have turned.

Of people too who just can’t see
this is not the world Father wished it to be.
That there are forces at work greater than we
and from all forms of evil we should flee.

| pray and | pray, | write and | write,
hoping that something might just might,
reach their hearts and spark a flame;
for Yahweh's glory and in Christ Jesus’ name.

Through times that I'm tired, even weary,
| see Father’s light so very clearly.



Shining brightly and showing The Way,
bringing me strength come what may.

Running, running and not worn out,
Father is always there without a doubt.
Gently, patiently, She guides me in this race
“Keep moving forward daughter, you’re under grace.”

Christ never promised a path that would be easy,
and | continue to pray that in Her sight I'm pleagi
| will never tire of doing what is right,
I will always reach for Father's light.

Regina’s personal website is located af:
http://onetruth.weebly.com

Scripture of the Week

Joel 3:4 -- And also: Tyre, Sidon, and all the
territories of Philistia —what are you to Me? Arewy
paying Me back or trying to get even with Me? Il wil
quickly bring retribution on your heads.

|nspired Writings

How Important Faith Is

Other than from all the great and strong examyblas t
are provided in scripture, one can begin to undadst
how faith is an integral aspect in a person's béyng
not only defining faith, but also seeing how itydea
role in every other part of a person.

According to the online dictionary, Dictionary.com,
faith has the first four following definitions:

1. confidence or trust in a person or thing: faih
another's ability.

2. belief that is not based on proof: He had f#iidut

the hypothesis would be substantiated by fact.
3. belief in God or in the doctrines or teachings o
religion: the firm faith of the Pilgrims.

4. belief in anything, as a code of ethics, statsiaf
merit, etc.: to be of the same faith with someone
concerning honesty.

It is an interesting concept that the belief is based

on proof, as given in the second definition. Ths,
itself, helps to show that a person's faith musipy
exists, and be true, just like Father. By this, arey
seem to not have any solid ground for their behef,
reason or the like. Yet, at the same time, their
foundation is the most solid of any foundation that
could ever be laid, especially because it depemds o
Father, and Father always provides. This provides f
one of the first aspects of how important faithirs,
that it helps to provide a solid foundation for doe
stand on. Without a solid foundation, one would not
only lose balance and fall down, but they wouldals
have nothing that they could build that wouldn't
eventually crumble and fall in shambles.



Now, faith being an integral part of a person's
foundation shows that it intertwines and intercangse
with anything else that may be built in a person's
heart. This means that their love for Father, Ghris
and all of positive creation is also intertwinedttwi
their faith, and faithfulness. If their faith lagkso
does their love, among all their other aspects.cden
there would not be a full representation of oneself
and their whole self would not be with Father, and
thus Father would not be wholly with them. The
interconnection of all these aspects, as well, show
that there is an energy bond between all of théat, t
which helps them to keep together and flow together
In chemistry, there are different types of bondast th
atoms can form, all of which are due to have energy
relates and works together. Taking to note thatato
are some of the most basic building blocks thapfeeo
know about, it makes sense that faith and all that
bonds with can be related to atoms, in how basit an
necessary it is to further energize and develoghéur
production. Moreover, considering how much energy
can be stored up in one atom, which can causeia cha
reaction with many more and many more atoms,
consider how much energy can be stored up in one
atom of faith, and how much of an impact faith can
have not only in one's own being, but in every pthe
outward way a person can.

If one continues to study all that they can inffaand
faithfulness, then everything that they do
influenced by their faith. In this manner, one daes
only have faith, but they begin to embody the very
characteristics that faith is. By becoming moree lik
what faith is, one becomes more and more like those
who already embody those aspects. By doing so, they
are also opened to more opportunities to furthieerot
aspects, and thus, further growing to be more and
more like Father and Christ. It should be noted,
however, that this can go the other way, too, at,tt

one places their trust and faith in the wrong dicexg
which is anything away from Father and Christ, then
they become more and more like those other
individuals, which only ends with a huge fall. It's
even worse when one who was faithful to Christ and
Father goes and commits adultery and idolatry,
because the solid foundation that was built wowt n
only crumble, but all that was built upon it wouwltso

fall down, and immensely so!

is

Now, if one does have faith and faithfulness, lzi8d
much, does not turn away from Father and Chridt, bu
then begins to waver on their faith, it truly det®w
itself. Not only because of one's outward appeaanc

in how they speak and act, but their basis wilb de
wavering, and hence, their whole being would show
it, from the inside out. Perhaps a visual represent
may help. If a mansion were built on a mountain of
one solid rock, then the mansion would be able to
withstand even an earthquake, because the large roc
would not move. Yet, if the mountain began to crack
and wear over the ages, or perhaps even a larg
amount of pressure from underneath the rock
stemming from volcanic energy were to begin
creeping itself up from the bottom up to the swefat

the rock, then there would easily be warnings of
impending disaster, all of which can be prevented i
Father. Of course, these are physical things, anc
spiritual things may not follow the same physical
laws.

So, as one may determine, faith is a very important
factor in a person's being. Faith may never bdlyota
understood, as there is always more to come to
understand, just like in coming to further undandta
Father, but it is easy to see how it is an integeat of

our very being, and coming to further understared th
spiritual things that do not make sense to thehfles
will help one to further have a spiritual mindset,
outside of the influences of outside testers aeshily
thinking.

TheWay —Part 16

This week we begin looking &/rong Practices to

be Avoided.We will be sharing what has been given
to us, but in groups of 3. Before our Ministry held
Bible Study each week, we pray to Father Yahweh for
guidance and help in understanding Her Word. We
pray the wisdom imparted will find its way to your
heart where it may be written up on it. Amen.




www.biblegateway.com can be used as a reference
tool with theHolman Christian Standard Bible as
the recommended version.

Avoid screaming at other people:
Ephesians 4:31

Avoid sectarianism (a member or follower of a
sect.):

Titus 3:10, 11

2 Peter 2:1

Avoid stealing:
Ephesians 4:28
Exodus 20:15
1 Peter 4:15

Nourishment From
The Throne

“For the LORD gives wisdom. From His
mouth come knowledge and understanding.”
Proverbs 2:6

LOZ Seeking Full Dominance

Prince of Yahweh II: Psalm 34:16"The face of the
LORD is set against those who do what is evil, to
erase all memory of them from the earth.” We are to
leave no one standing; not even the animal kingdom.
In the early part the animals and birds will feed o
those first slain by the LOZ, but as we progredls, a
things must be wiped clean, even the present day
animal kingdom. Then this planet will be repoputiate
for the Kingdom Rule.

Catastrophic destruction:

Ezekiel 38:20The fish of the sea, the birds of the sky,
the animals of the field, every creature that ciah
the ground, and every human being on the faceeof th
earth will tremble before Me. The mountains will be
thrown down, the cliffs will collapse, and everyliwa
will fall to the ground.

Zephaniah 1:2"[ The Great Day of the LORD ] I will
completely sweep away everything from the face of
the earth — [this is] the LORD's declaration."

In order to sweep away everything - but to have
survivors, there must be a Rapture of those that ar
faithful; to be left behind is certain death by ex&on

of the holy warriors and Father's nature that wikk

in unison to clear this planet for the coming
Millenium of Kingdom Rule.

The more you see the holy crafts in the news with
frequency, the closer you are coming to the dapef
first Rapture.

Regina: Are the crafts connected to all the loud
booms that so many people have been reporting
across the country?

Prince of Yahweh II: Sasa, think. Yahweh can be
heard in the distance; the booms are for a purpose
keep in mind that all things occur in progression.

Isaiah 29:6"you will be visited by the LORD of Hosts
with thunder, earthquake, and loud noise, storm,
tempest, and a flame of consuming fire."

Joel 3:9"Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare
for holy war; rouse the warriors; let all the mer o
war advance and attack!"

Micah 2:13 "One who breaks open [the way] will
advance before them; they will break out, pass
through the gate, and leave by it. Their King waiss
through before them, the LORD as their leader.” The
veil will be fully lifted.

Zechariah 9:14"Then the LORD will appear over
them, and His arrow will fly like lightning. The it
GOD will sound the trumpet and advance with the
southern storms."

Matthew 24:25 "Take note: | have told you in
advance."

Jeshaiah: Kind of at loss of words right now, but |



am sure if there are more words to speak latei|l 1 w
write them down to post them. Other than thatsit i
clear to see how the United States is Dawn's Beast,
and how it mimics Dawn's very attitudes and
mannerisms. It's only a matter of time. Need tgpkae
mindset focused on Father, and a remembrance of all
that we have been taught; so that not one persbn di
not have ample warning.

Prince of Yahweh II: Ditto! Everyone needs to be
warned if possible; things are rapidly deteriorgti
million Americans are now unemployed; Obama
could not possibly institute the new technology edm

at wind power and other green market jobs that is
intended to reverse this death-blow in the job ratrk
that continues to snowball monthly; the amount of
time needed to get that technology working so that "

jobs could be filled by the amount of people now ou SI an Fr Om Above

of work is a virtual impossibility. Each month that

passes things will worsen; they have gone beyoed th  “He rescues and delivers, He performs signs

point of no return; the resource of newly printed and wonders in the heavens and on the

money is only a band aid; if Dawn had injected that earth. for He has rescued Daniel from the
the trillions be given out to the families of theSJ ’ power of the lions.”

citizens in equal proportion so that they could énav .

used those funds to pump the money back into the Daniel 6:27
economy, it might have worked for a short whilet bu
trillions more would still be needed to perfect diid

the jobs that are nonexistent and will remain
nonexistent for the greater percentage of peopi®fou
work. Soon, the USA will enter the worst depression
ever to have occurred.

(Corrected. 3,000,000 are unemployed.)

(Witness altered this image to show how UFO morpMidFON database.)

I made the correction; it is approx 3,000,000; but, . . . .
things repeat themselves; take a look at the fgyore _UFOS include shape-shifting object trailing
this page when the Great Depression occurred once Jet

before; however, this coming depression will be Examiner

worse than its predecessor. April 12, 2009

Four UFO stories from four states today begins aith
couple on a Continental Airline flight over Colomad
near Pikes Peak on April 2 when they observed a
strange object about one to three miles away.

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/systems/skap
cn-1933-roosevelt.htm

The plane appeared to bank right, away from the
UFO.

The original shape of the object changed as they
watched - finally seeming to morph into a triangula
shape.

| do not usually post web cam images as | have no
eye witness testimony, but the image apparently
captured April 10 in Arizona looked particularlydd



although there is no testimony from the ground to
back up what we see in the image.

A Florida man had his second triangular-shaped UFO
sighting on April 10. He describes both sightingsl a
how the second object seemed to disappear "into thi
air."

And finally, a witness in Virginia claims her sonca

his commanding officer from Fort Pendleton thought
they observed incoming military fire as they "sd® t
thing fly thru the sky and the sky lite-up like digit

- then the earth shook." She said they had no idea
what the object was.

The following are the unedited statements filed
with the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON)
database.

Please keep in mind that many UFO reports can be
explained as something natural or manmade. If the
MUFON state directors choose to investigate any of
these sightings and provide a follow-up report,ill w

give you more of the story here. You can read these
and other reports at MUFON.com - and see the
original unedited photos there too. The photos here
may have been reduced and/or cropped for this page.

Colorado, April 2, 2009 - UFO changed from an
organic shape to a triangular shape.

My wife and | were flying on Continental airlines
from New York To San Diego. | have attached a
photo taken < 2 minutes before the sighting; | @ast

a sequence of drawings of how the UFO changed and
its approximate size at each stage. The view was du
north; we were south west of Pike's Peak flying at
about 35,000 ft. My wife also saw the UFO, | don't
know if anyone else saw the UFO.

As soon as | noticed the UFO the plane banked,right
away from the object. We were not very close, about
1 to 3 miles by my estimate.

When | first saw the object it looked like a four
legged octopus hanging in the air, the legs were
different sizes.

As the object rotated toward us and the rear pitche
up it took on a triangular shape and looked vergimu
like a B2 stealth bomber, but it was straight asithe
back. The UFO then rolled away from us and yawed
with its nose pointing north. At this point it loe#
like the rear only was pointing toward our view. tdp

this point the object ran parallel to our planeeTh
changes in apparent size were not related to agehan
in distance.

After pointing north the UFO began to move away
from us, the rear view became thinner and as itedov
away the length of the rear of the craft thinned an
became longer. | tried to take a picture at thimtpo
but the UFO was too small to register on the frame.
The second picture was taken 2.5 minutes after the
one | attached the drawings, so the whole sighting
was less than 2 minutes.

| was surprised to see how bizarre the sighting, Wwas
know much of the shape changing was due to the
craft's orientation; however, | never expectedsite

to change the way it did.

The camera info is as follows:

Picture with drawings

SONY

DSC-H7

Date 04-02-2009

Time 5:49:57 EDT / local 3:49:57 MDT
Exposure 1/640

F# 5.6

Picture #2

SONY

DSC-H7

Date 04-02-2009

Time 5:52:29 EDT / local 3:52:29 MDT
Exposure 1/400

F# 5.6

(Photo: MUFON sightings database.)

Arizona, April 10, 2009 - caught on web cam
boomerang UFO / Estrella Mountains

| was checking out the Phx web cams and noticed
what appeared to be a boomerang UFO over the
Estrella Mountains.

Florida, April 10, 2009 - Black triangle, three
lights in the shape of a triangle.



Last Saturday at about 8pm, | saw a black triaggle
over my house, | could barely see it, but thenahtv
between me and clouds, | could see it clearly dist |

a second or two. It was a black triangle, it was
approximately 4-7000ft, it made no sound and was
moving faster than any commercial aircraft | hadrev
seen. The whole sighting lasted about 7-10 secdnds.
shrugged it off thinking that it was a commercial
aircraft because 1 live close to MCO airport and it
caught me by surprise and | didn’'t get time to ®cu
and think.

Tonight at approximately 11:35, | was in the back
yard, and | looked up and saw three lights in the
shape of a triangle. Tonight, it looked as if itswa
three lights in the shape of a triangle, but | datl
make out the shape like | could before. There was a
very very slight overcast, but it was definitelets, |
followed it from almost right above me to about22.
degrees and it disappeared into thin air. The s&y w
hazy, but | could still see the stars through iheT
lights made no sound, they moved very quickly, and
just disappeared. | thought that | was crazy th&t fi
time | saw it, or maybe because | saw it by suepris
and didn’t get enough time to actually focus oand
thought it was a plane. Tonight | was able to fully
watch it, and | know it wasn’'t a commercial air¢raf

It disappeared right in front of my eyes. It almost
looked like three symmetrical spotlights pointedhet

sky then moved across and turned off. | have never
seen anything like this before.

| am not crazy, this stuff does not shake me up, bu
tonight | had goose bumps down my back!

Virginia, March 30, 2009 - Fireball and flash and
sonic boom and earth shook.

| work in a retail market and 9 out of 10 people/sa
and/or felt it, including myself | did not see itdlt it.

My son works on Camp Pendleton and he and his
Commanding Officer were outside when, he saw the
thing fly thru the sky and the sky lite-up like digit

- then the earth shook. He and his Commanding
Officer thought it was artillery fire.

His CO called in to see if it was atrtillery fire caine
was told, no they were not doing that tonight. They
said, they had NO idea what it was, they all saand
were waiting on word from above but as of now, they
did not know...

| think it is funny that it got quiet so quick. lhiarely
made the news! It only got a small mention on the
National News.

| have family in NJ, ME, NC and SC and they did not
even know what | was talking about when | asked
them if they had heard about it... weird...

Witness image taken in Maryland on April 5, 2009JKDN database.

Four bell-shaped UFOs appear in MD
photo

Examiner
April 10, 2009

A Maryland witness is reporting some odd bell-
shaped objects in the sky that appeared in a photc
taken April 5, according to a report filed with the
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON) database.

Three of the objects were silver, the witness dtate
and one was black.

The witness said he did not observe these objdtits w
the naked eye, but only discovered them after
browsing the images later.

The bell-shaped UFO account does pop up
occasionally in reports, although not quite asrotie
disc or triangular-shaped objects. The most famous
case of a bell, or acorn-shaped object, was the UFC
that fell from the sky in what appeared by multiple
witnesses to be a controlled landing on Dec. 95196
in a wooded area in Kecksburg, PA. The Kecksburg
object, as we know, was retrieved by the militdrgtt
same night and, with armed guards standing by,
moved out of the area under a tarp on a flatbexktru

No official analysis of that object was ever rebkshs
by the U.S. government, although many ufologists
have tried to get beyond the weather balloon theory

The following is the unedited witness statement
from the MUFON content management system
(CMS).



This case may be under investigation by Maryland
MUFON State Director Sheila C. Smith. Please
remember that many UFOs can be explained as
something natural or manmade. If Maryland MUFON
follows up with a case report, we will give you $go
details here.

Maryland, April 5, 2009 - We saw 3 silver and 1
black bell like objects (right side of the Moon).

We saw 3 silver and 1 black bell like objects (tigh
side of the Moon) in the photo taken on 5th April09

We doubt that this could be an UFO. We want a
proper person to investigate this.

We've not seen this in naked eye. We've seen this
when we were browsing through our snaps.

LOOKING BACK: Witness photo from Dec. 15, 2007, eaSee story below.

IL Boomerang UFO described as one mile
wide

Examiner

April 10, 2009

A northwest, lllinois, man says he came out of his
home March 6 after hearing a rumble and feeling his
home shake - and witnessed a mile-wide UFO
moving across the sky, according to testimony filed
with the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON) database.

"This thing just ‘floated' across the sky," he esat
"The body was a shiny black, which at times looked
like it was blending into the sky."

He describes the object as he and a girlfriend veatc
it move.

"As we both watched the lights go over our roae, th

back light of cloud cover began to reveal a solid
object from one light to the other. | could seet tiha
was one enormous craft shaped exactly like a
boomerang. We both were in awe."

The following is the unedited report filed with
MUFON.

Please remember that many UFO reports can be
resolved as something natural or manmade. lllinois
MUFON Director Sam Maranto is investigating this
case and we will report back with his results.

March 6, 2009 - AT LEAST ONE MILE WIDE!!
MINIMUM!!!

On March 6th 2009, My qirlfriend and | were
watching TV in our bedroom when both our dogs
started to bark, | assumed they just had to gesout
put both their leashes on, took two steps out ramtfr
door, and heard a huge rumble.

| asked my girlfriend if she heard that, and inaaip

she stated "yes, what was that". We both felt the
house shake, and thought it was an earthquake, afte
about 1-2 min. | continued to take the dogs out
because they were barking more than before.

As | went back down the front porch | heard, artl fe
it again.

| looked around outside to see if anybody else was
outside. We live out in the country, in a higheden
subdivision, so somebody is usually in sight, but
nobody else came outside their homes. | continaed t
walk down the driveway, when | looked up and saw
two blinking white lights that were at least 1.9-2.
miles away from each other, then | heard the noise
again, this time it sounded like 2 F-14 flying &00ft
directly overhead, and for a second | thought that
was 2 Fighter jets in 1 mile formation from each
other.

It was very dark and extremely overcast so | had a
great background that was lit up cloud cover. legel

at my girlfriend to come outside quickly. The dogs
were going nuts.

As we watched these lights, they were both directly
across from one another, and moving very very slow.
| knew then it wasn't jets/airplanes/helicopters.

As we both watched the lights go over our road, the
back light of cloud cover began to reveal a solid



object from one light to the other. | could seet tiha
was one ENORMOUS craft shaped exactly like a
boomerang. We both were in awe!!

This thing was HUGE, too big to fly; 1 couldn't
believe what | was seeing. It was breathtaking.

As we watched it fly, I could faintly hear the souof
several jet engines. This thing just "FLOATED"
across the sky. The body was a shiny black, which a
times looked like it was blending into the sky.

| ran the dogs back into the house, and to get my
video camera. The camera was completely dead, and |
was in a panic. | ran back outside, and we both
watched as this thing cruised straight North toward
Wisconsin.

This experience has changed my thought on our.skies
While | have no doubt that this was one of our own
creations, probably military, it makes me wonder,
how in this world could something that HUGE float
so smoothly across the sky? | am unsure why it was
flying so low (probably around 5000ft), and why did
it make so much noise.

| have a lot of details, and could write about our
experience for a long time, but that is the magmt

I know our military has secret aircraft likes thisit if
you ask me, they weren't being very secretive.ds w
amazing to see, and | feel privileged. Sorry alaut
the spelling errors. Thanks for listening, I'm ows if
anyone else saw this craft that night.

LOOKING BACK - Alaska, December 15, 2007 -
FAA webcam image

| frequently browse the FAA weather cams for
Southeast Alaska. | also like to check out the $oop
and will look at every picture in the loops justdee
what | can see.

Photo: This is a cropped and enlarged version ef th
witness image. MUFON database.

The two small objects caught my attention

immediately for some reason. After saving the image
to my pictures and zooming up on the images,
(especially the lower, closer one), | was flabbstgd

to realize what | was seeing did not appear to be
birds, choppers, planes or anything | usually oleser

| thought even though it looked like a disc | would
take some pictures of birds to compare. | was luoky
have an eagle circling right in front of the hoas®ut

1/8 to 1/4 mile away so | took several shots antl
compared them to the disc objects. There was no
similarity at all. The objects flying over the Wil
Airport are not birds. The lower closer one even
appears to be metallic in that on the lower rigtutch
side it appears to be reflecting light. | know yguys

can enhance an image way better than me. Even whe
| zoom way up on the images where they blur out,
they retain their disc shape. So please enhanse the
images and e-mail me the results.

Latest UFO reports coming in from
Clairton, Pennsylvania; California and

Texas
Examiner
April 13, 2009

Some exciting UFO sightings have come across the
wire today, including a strange object photographed
in Clairton, Pennsylvania; multiple objects chamgin
shapes in San Francisco, California; and, a pagssibl
landing/crash in Austin, Texas.

Clairton, Pennsylvania - 4/13/2009 -A family
spotted an object flying very slowly over the honz
They immediately got a camera and began taking
pictures. One of the pictures is illustrated onribét.

No additional information is available at this tinteit
Mufon will be investigating.

Austin, Texas - 4/13/2009 -Two witnesses saw a
bright white circular object moving very fast towar
the ground. There was no tail, the object was krcu

in shape, and looked somewhat like a continuous
electric spark, as the light was blue and white in
color. It quickly passed overhead in a northeagterl
direction, and appeared to be falling, or crashirige
witnesses continued to drive along the highway, but
wasn't able to see any smoke or fire.



Montegut, Louisiana - 4/13/2009 -Witness was
driving along highway 665. Upon looking to the
northeast, towards New Orleans, the witness saw
something that looked like a flare, but much larger
and slower. The duration of time of the sighting
would seem to indicate that the object wasn'ti@fla

San Francisco, California - 4/12/2009 Multiple
witnesses reported an unusual sighting in San
Francisco's North Beach district. A circular object
was hovering in the evening sky. The weather at the
time was clear, with some high altitude clouds. The
object's angular size was approximately 1/4 full
Moon.

It had a roughly circular shape, the color was dechu
white, and it was clearly illuminated by the seitin
sun. The object was completely silent and did not
resemble any type of aircraft. The object hovered i
one position for a minute or so, before slowly nmgyi

in a southerly direction - perpendicular to the
direction of the brisk prevailing winds. As the ety
began to move, it also began to change shape.

It formed a triangle, then became more of a redéang
The other witnesses were commenting on the
changing shape, as the object continued gaining
altitude while slowly moving to the south, before
disappearing from view. As the witnesses talked
among themselves, one witness suddenly exclaimed
that there was a second object. The second obpgt w
smaller, approximately 1/10 full Moon, and appeared
in almost the identical position as the first objé@the
second object was traveling considerably highem th
hovered for about one minute before slowly moving
to the south, and out of view.

A third object was observed, and was identicalize s

to the second object. The object was only visible f
around 30 seconds before rapidly gaining altitud® a
disappearing from view. The entire event spanned
approximately 25 minutes. One of the witnesses
claimed to have been a combat photographer in the
U.S. Navy during the Vietham War. He indicated that
he had extensive experience in identifying private,
commercial, and military aircraft, and that theeat$
were like nothing he had ever experienced, or imgd a
familiarity with.

(Not Actual Photo)

Fleet of UFO's fly in "V" formation over
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Examiner
April 16, 2009

Hattiesburg, Mississippi - 4/15/2009

A mother and her three children witnessed a strange
formation of UFO's fly over their home in
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. The oldest daughter yelle
for her mother to come to see what she thought was
smoke coming towards them. At first, the mother
thought the objects were birds flying information.
Looking through binoculars, she described seeing a
fleet of many oval, egg-shaped objects flying itv'a
formation. The objects made no sound, and were
traveling very slowly from east to west. The speéd
travel was slow enough to allow the witnesses tage
good look at the objects. The objects were changing
into many different shapes, and at times were
transparent. As the objects floated to the endhef t
house, they suddenly disappeared. The entire intide
lasted a total of six minutes.

Chicago, IL - 4/15/2009

The witness was riding the Midway Orange Line train
to work. As he looked out the window he saw a
glowing disk-shaped object towards the southeast.
The object remained stationary for approximately 35
seconds and then just flew away.




Signs Down Below

But know this: difficult times will come in
the last days. For people will be lovers of
self, lovers of money, boastful, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable,
slanderers, without self-control, brutal,
without love for what is good, traitors,
reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God, holding to the form of
religion but denying its power.
2 Timothy 3:1-5

Family of 5 Is Found Dead, Apparently at

Father's Hand

Washington Post
By Matt Zapotosky and Michelle Boorstein

April 19, 2009

MIDDLETOWN, April 18 -- Homicide has come to
this tiny town in central Maryland for the firstrte in

at least two decades. Police called to a pale wello
house Saturday found the bodies of a mother, &ifath
and their three small children.

Authorities said Christopher A. Wood, 34, killeceth
others and then shot himself. Francie Billotti-Wpad
33-year-old Sunday school teacher, and the children
- boys 5 and 4 and their 2-year-old sister -- weseh
shot once in the beds where they were found, police
said.

Police had never before been called to the housk, a
there was no known history of domestic violence,
Frederick County Sheriff Charles Jenkins said.

“In my entire career . . . this is probably the stor
tragedy I've ever been a part of," he said.

Residents were stunned in Middletown, a community
of some 4,000 about 10 miles outside the city of
Frederick. Some said that the family seemed happy
and that the children often played in the yard with
their dog. All agreed that homicides simply do not
happen in Middletown.

"It's just a hard thing to believe it happened Here
said Richard Griffith, a lifelong resident who cdul
recall no killings during his 61 years.

Richard Dietrick, a town commissioner, said he doul
think of virtually no violent crime during his 2Z2grs

in town. "The worst thing | remember was two years
ago someone lit a car on fire -- and they were from
out of town,"” he said. "This is devastating. Way
beyond unusual.”

Neighbor Peggy Lawrence said Billotti-Wood was
well-known for her seasonal house decorations. The
family, she said, showed no signs of trouble.

"These were neighbors that were working on their
house, creating a good family environment,” shd.sai
"Just to see it end so quickly is what's devaggdtin

In a blog that she maintained, Billotti-Wood

described herself this way: "I am a woman, a
daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, a lover ohyna

things, a joiner, a questioner, a truth-seeker and

friend."



Among her recent accomplishments, she listed

helping to start an environmental film festival.

The blog names the children as Chandler, apparently
the oldest, Gavin and Fiona.

Wood left five separate suicide notes to family

Wood and his wife had family in the Maryland area,
including Billotti-Wood's brother, who at one time
was a deputy in the county sheriff's office. Biliot
Wood's parents were founding members of the Holy
Family Catholic Community parish in Middletown,
where the young mother taught Sunday school, the

members, scattered about the house. One said he wasRev. Kevin Farmer said. He said he had last seen th

having psychological problems and taking

medication, Jenkins said. Wood was also in delat, an
investigators were exploring that as a possiblevaot

In at least one note, Wood apologized, the sheriff
said.

Even so, the sheriff said, the killings remained
essentially mysterious. "There's no direct explanat
as to why this happened,” he said.

The blog maintained by the mother referred a month
ago to possible difficulties faced by her husband
connected with the family's move to Frederick
County and his new work responsibilities.

She said he did not "do change well."

She wrote: "Chris is trying to adjust but he isihgwa
hard time with the new job which makes him more of
a major player at work."

The two-story house sits a block from the sleepy
Main Street that runs through Middletown, a

community steeped in Civil War history. The steeple

at a church down the street from the Woods' house
served as a Union observation post.

The boys were found in their beds in the room they
shared. The girl was in her parents' bed, alon@ wit
her mother. At the foot of the bed, Wood lay on the
floor.

The gruesome scene was discovered Saturday
morning when Billotti-Wood's father stopped by the
house after being unable to reach his daughtea for
day, officials said. He called the sheriff's offifest
after 9 a.m.

Jenkins declined to say when investigators thirk th
killings occurred. The causes of death will be
determined by the state medical examiner.

The family had been living in the house for four or
five months, officials said. Neighbors said they
appeared to be renting.

family a week ago, on Easter.

Farmer said last night that he was "not even sure |
could begin to guess" what prompted the killings.

Dan Teore, who lives nearby, said that about three
weeks ago he heard the couple arguing loudly.

Wood worked for CSX Corp., according to Jenkins
and a company spokesman. The company Web site
showed someone with that name working as an
account manager in chemical sales.

Two years ago, five people were found dead at
another home in Frederick County, in the city of
Frederick. Investigators concluded that Pedro
Rodriguez, who was found dead in the home along
with his four children, killed them and took higeli
They think he also killed his wife.

Asked last night about Billotti-Wood, a man who
grew up with her in Frederick County replied: "I
would just say she was one of the most vibrant fgeop
that | had ever met.”

Among the things that made her death even more
poignant, said her friend Mikael Johnson, was that
"you could tell she really enjoyed being a mothed a
loved her family."

In what appeared to be the most recent entry on he
blog, posted April 1, Billotti-Wood wrote:

"How truly blessed am | to be thinking about being
able to give back to my community, to get to stay
home with my children, share time with my
children’s' grandparents, and to have such wonberfu
friends that | care so much about . . . and to maye
health and to be able to exercise. | am thinkingg ho
grateful I am!"




1,500 farmers commit mass suicide in India
The Independent
April 15, 2009

Over 1,500 farmers in an Indian state committed
suicide after being driven to debt by crop failuite,
was reported today.

The agricultural state of Chattisgarh was hit Hirfg
water levels.

"The water level has gone down below 250 feet here.
It used to be at 40 feet a few years ago," Sha#tmigh
Sahu, a villager in one of the districts, told Dol
Earth magazine

"Most of the farmers here are indebted and only God
can save the ones who do not have a bore well."

Mr. Sahu lives in a district that recorded 206 farm
suicides last year. Police records for the distaidtl

that many deaths occur due to debt and economic
distress.

In another village nearby, Beturam Sahu, who owned
two acres of land was among those who committed
suicide. His crop is yet to be harvested, but bis s
Lakhnu left to take up a job as a manual laborer.

His family must repay a debt of £400 and the crop
this year is poor.

"The crop is so bad this year that we will not eben
able to save any seeds," said Lakhnu's friend Shanto
"There were no rains at all."

"That's why Lakhnu left even before harvesting the
crop. There is nothing left to harvest in his lahts
time. He is worried how he will repay these loans."

Bharatendu Prakash, from the Organic Farming
Association of India, told the Press Association:
"Farmers' suicides are increasing due to a vicious
circle created by money lenders. They lure farners
take money but when the crops fail, they are lafihw
no option other than death."”

Mr. Prakash added that the government ought to take
up the cause of the poor farmers just as they fight
a strong economy.

"Development should be for all. The government
blames us for being against development. Forest are
is depleting and dams are constructed without prope
planning.

All this contributes to dipping water levels. Famne
should be taken into consideration when planning
policies," he said.

This article is from The Belfast Telegraph

Child abuse spikes as U.S. economy

founders
Reuters

by Jason Szep
April 16, 2009

BOSTON (Reuters) - One 4-month-old baby was
shaken so violently she needed surgery. Another 3-
week-old suffered fractured ribs from abuse at home
A 9-year-old diabetic boy stopped receiving proper
treatment for his condition.

Those cases reported by Boston hospitals are part o
spike in child abuse in United States during a
recession that has driven some families to thekbrin
and overwhelmed cash-strapped child-protection
agencies.

"In the last three months we have twice as many
severe inflicted injury cases as we did in the dghre
months the previous year,” said Allison Scobie,
program director of the Child Protection Team at
Boston's Children's Hospital.

Typically, her hospital handles about 1,500 sudesa
a year. That rose to 1,800 last year.

"We're finding that it is directly attributable vehat is
happening economically,” she said. "Many of the
hospitals around here report an increase of 200to 3



percent of requests for consultation
suspected child maltreatment.”

regarding

Many cases bear the imprint of economic troubles,
like a 9-year-old diabetic boy hospitalized aftes h
mother, a single parent, could no longer afford
insurance co-payments needed to treat his disease.
She left him home alone for long stretches on days
when he required medical attention.

"She had difficulty with the bare bone things that
would keep this child healthy,” said Scobie.

Similar stories have surfaced in other regions,
according to anecdotal and official reports. The
lllinois department of child and family servicesy f
example, reported a 5.8 percent rise in child abuse
cases in the state in 2008. In the Chicago arel ch
abuse cases rose more than 9 percent last year.

Child abuse cases in Ohio, a state hit hard by the
recession, topped 100,000 for the first time in 200
and have continued to rise, according to the Public
Children Services Association of Ohio, a nonprofit
association of agencies charged with child provecti

"Many of our county agency directors tell us their

child abuse reports have risen,” said the group's
director, Crystal Ward Allen, whose agency relies

heavily on local revenue drawn from property taxes,
which have collapsed in the recession.

"Our basic safety net is really faltering," shedsai

Most recent federal data show child abuse declined
the United States in 2007 to a rate of 10.6 peroént
America's total 71 million children, from 12.1 pent
in 2006.

But some see that changing dramatically. A March
poll by Mason-Dixon Polling and Research showed
that 88 percent of 607 sheriffs, district attornaysl
chiefs of police nationwide expect a rise in child
maltreatment. They based their views largely on
similar rises in past recessions.

'HUGE INFLUX OF SHAKEN-BABY CASES'

Many doctors agree. Seattle's Children's Hospitdl a
the Harborview Medical Center are seeing more
children suffering subdural bleeding caused by klow
to the head from abuse. In a typical year, thegttre
about one such child a month. Last year, they
admitted nearly three times as many -- or 32 cérdr

"We have been pretty busy again this year,' said Dr
Kenneth Feldman, medical director of the Children's
Protection Program at Seattle Children's Hospital.
"The vast majority are from families who are
struggling financially."

A flurry of similar cases startled doctors latet ipsar

in Syracuse, New York. "l was just shocked," sard D
Ann Botash, who heads the Child Abuse Referral and
Evaluation Program at State University of New York
in Syracuse, a city of about 147,300 people.

The medical university where she works treated 19
children with head injuries consistent with beasimg
being severely shaken last year, including four who
died, up from just a handful the year before. Vingti
averaged about 7 months old.

"Around December | saw much more than | usually
see. | usually get one consult a month. And we were
guadrupling that,” she added. "I'm seeing morergeve
physical abuse. In general there's a lot more stres
right now in society. And it comes out on the kids.
They are the weakest link."

Some doctors term such cases "shaken-baby
syndrome,” which the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke says bear distinc
signs: brain hemorrhaging, retinal hemorrhaging and
damage to the spine, neck or ribs.

Because of a baby's relatively large head and wealk
neck, shaking "makes the fragile brain bounce back
and forth inside the skull and causes bruising,
swelling and bleeding, which can lead to permanent,
severe brain damage or death," it says.

"We saw a huge influx of shaken-baby cases," said
Dr. Alice Newton, medical director at Massachusetts
General Hospital's Child Protection Team, which
treated 25 children for serious abuse this yeaat Th

compares with 16 for all of 2008.

In a typical year she might see 12 to 14 childmen f
serious inflicted head trauma. But she's already se
nine this year. And many are from families without
the usual warning flags such as a prior historgtoid
abuse or drug problems.

In one case, a 4-month-old girl was admitted in a
"staring spell” and needed surgery to remove fluid
around her brain. The father had been laid off thied



mother was working. Money was tight, she said.
Some utilities had been shut off in the home.

"That clearly is a family that is stressed,"” shid.sa

The girl was treated a month earlier for similar
symptoms and vomiting, but doctors at the time 'didn
suspect abuse.

Such cases in Boston are sent to Suffolk County
District Attorney Daniel Conley, who has seen

allegations of child abuse more than double in
January to February from the same period last year,
said Conley's spokesman, Jake Wark.

Some parents are arrested and prosecuted, and their

children put in the care of relatives or foster ilas.
But overwhelmed and underfunded agencies are not
able to keep pace with the rise.

"We're getting swamped,” said Robert Sage, director
at the Boston Medical Center's Child Protection

Team, which treated 500 children with injuries

consistent with abuse last year. That rate rose 30
percent in the first two months of 2009.

"It's pretty much everything. A lot of physical aeau
Some neglect,” he said.

Many state agencies and hospital are grappling with
the increases while facing budget cuts. In
Massachusetts, for example, the Department of
Children and Families in charge of protecting atatd
from abuse expects to see its budget cut by $25
million in fiscal 2010.

Most U.S. Christians Don't Believe Satan,

Holy Spirit Exist
The Christian Post

By Jennifer Riley
April 13, 2009

The majority of American Christians do not believe
that Satan is a real being or that the Holy Sjria
living entity, the latest Barna survey found.

Nearly six out of ten Christians either stronglyesyl

or somewhat agreed with the statement that Sasan "i
not a living being but is a symbol of evil,” thergey
found.

Forty percent strongly agreed with the statement
while 19 percent of American Christians somewhat
agreed.

In contrast, about 35 percent of American Christian

believe Satan is real. Twenty-six percent strongly
disagreed with the statement that Satan is merely
symbolic and about one-tenth (9 percent) somewhat
disagreed.

The remaining eight percent of American Christians
responded they were unsure what to believe abeut th
existence of Satan.

Interestingly, the majority of Christians believe a
person can be under the influence of spiritualdeyc
such as demons or evil spirits, even though many of
these same people believe Satan is merely a symbc
of evil. Two out of three Christians agreed thathsu
forces are real (39 percent agreed strongly, 28eper
agreed somewhat).

Likewise, most Christians in the United States db n
believe that the Holy Spirit is a living force.
eight percent strongly or somewhat agreed with the
statement that the Holy Spirit is "a symbol of God'
power or presence but is not a living entity."

Only one-third of Christians disagreed with the
statement that the Holy Spirit is not just symbdBc
percent disagreed somewhat, 25 percent disagree:
strongly). Nine percent expressed they were unsure.

Interestingly, about half (49 percent) of those who
agreed that the Holy Spirit is only a symbol but ao
living entity, agreed that the Bible is totally acate

in all of the principles it teaches. The Bible stathat
the Holy Spirit is God's power or presence, not jus
symbolic.

"Most Americans, even those who say they are
Christian, have doubts about the intrusion of the
supernatural into the natural world,” commented
George Barna, founder of The Barna Group and
author of books analyzing research concerning
America’s faith.

"Hollywood has made evil accessible and tame,



making Satan and demons less worrisome than the
Bible suggests they really are,” he said. "It'sdhiair
achievement-driven, self-reliant, independent peopl
to believe that their lives can be impacted by ense
forces."

But a large majority of American Christians agree
that a person must choose to side with either gwod
evil. More than six out of ten American Christians
strongly agreed (61 percent) with the idea that a
person must either side with God or with the deuvil
that there is no in-between position. Another 15
percent somewhat agreed.

Just one out of ten adults disagreed somewhat (10
percent) and a similar proportion (11 percent)
strongly disagreed. Only a few adults (3 percert) d
not have an opinion on the issue.

Barna explained that because of the "sheer force of
repetition” many Americans "intellectually" accept
the idea that you either side with God or Satan and
there's no in-between, even though this idea does "
get translated into practice.”

Other survey findings include a significant numbeér
self-described Christians believing that Jesusesinn
when he lived on earth, contrary to the core teaghi
of Christianity that teaches the divinity and petien
of Jesus.

More than one-fifth (22 percent) strongly agreeat th
Jesus Christ sinned when He lived on earth, with an
additional 17 percent agreeing somewhat.

However, nearly half of American Christians (46

percent) strongly disagreed with the idea that Sesu
sinned, and 9 percent disagreed somewhat. Six
percent did not have an opinion on the statement.

The Barna report is based on telephone interviews f
two surveys among people who described themselves
as Christians. A total of 1,871 adults were randoml
selected from across the 48 continental stated) wit
the first 873 interviews conducted in January and
February 2008, and the remaining 998 interviews
conducted in November 2008.

Group feeds homeless, surprised by

turnout
abc4
April 13, 2009

SALT LAKE CITY (ABC 4 News) - The Salt Lake
City Mission continued a long-standing tradition
today, they fed the homeless in Pioneer Park. tBet,
volunteers discovered something strikingly différen
this year.

The Salt Lake City Mission fed somewhere between
1,500 to 2,000 people and those numbers really
haven't changed, but what has changed is who was ir
line. Its families who are now homeless.

A mother of four wanted to remain anonymous, but
opened up about her and her husband's bleak
situation. She told ABC 4 “We both had a working
job, we had a house, a roof over the kids head anc
then his job up and quit, just closed down. And my
job did the same thing.”

That family has been living in their van for almast
year now.

There were a lot of chronic homeless people at the
dinner but there were also people who had never bee
homeless before explained Brad Jacques of the Sal
Lake Mission.

Shelters, like The Road Home, for families havensee
a 52% increase in the number of homeless families
this winter alone.

“It's very alarming because we have a lot of faesili
who have never been homeless before coming to the
shelter. They've been working all their lives ahdyt
lost a job, a child got really sick, something
catastrophic happened,” said Celeste Eggert of the
Road Home shelter.

It will soon get even harder for these familieditw
shelter. The Bishop Weigand Center announced it
was closing for the summer and the Midvale overflow
shelter will also close soon for the season.



To donate to the Salt Lake City Mission visit their
website.

CROPCIRCLE WATCH

The first formation of 2009 has occurred once again
in Wiltshire, not far from the Ancient Standing 8&s

of Avebury. It is situated on the high downs ougsid
the complex above the Avenue, not far from the
Ridgeway track. Its appearance has a certain
resonance to it, as if it is vibrating within thd Seed
Rape! This is certainly a very early example of a
formation in this colorful crop, however, becauge o
the immaturity of the crop, its outline will slowly
disappear within the growing plants. Located next t
an ancient burial mound, once again we see the
continued connection to important ancient sites. A
befitting start to what I'm sure is going to be a
fascinating season.

Diagram:

Reported April 14 2009

This first UK Crop formation of 2009 was discovered
on the 14th of April and is located close to the
Ridgeway and approximately one mile East of the
ancient stone circle complex at Avebury.

The formation spans 118ft across the field of
immature, 3ft high, Oil-Seed-Rape.

Much of the crop within the design has fully
recovered itself to a vertical growing stance.
Moderate damage to the still laid plants is well
evident and could possibly be attributed to a small
number of previous visitors to the glyph.

A small proportion of the laid plants was totally

undamaged and continues to grow in a healthy
fashion along the ground where it fell during the
construction process.

- Report by Charles R Mallett.
To the left of the trees and barrows

The formation is in Oil Seed Rape, which is about 3
feet high at the time of writing. The formation is
barely visible from the track that leads from the
barrows on the other side of the road to the Samngtu
towards the Sarsen fields.

To find it travel along the pathway about 1 milelan
you will come to a part of the fence in the Oil &ee
Rape field that is flat on the ground. By this fgiau
may be able to see the formation. It is then ttmedst
6th tramline down.

The formation itself looks as though it has been on
the ground for 5 - 7 days. The crop is recoverimj w



and it was very hard for me to ascertain the exact
design of the formation from the ground without
doing more damage to the plants.

From what | could tell it consists of a large centr
circle (in which there is twisted crop) and five $ix
rings with the outside one being the thickest. Soime
the other rings cross each other, giving the ingoes
that they are either offset from the centre or are
elliptical.

In general there was little damage to the crop vewe
there was evidence of scraping on some stems.

The formation is approximately 25 - 30ft in diamete
- Report by Rob Speight

Comments

The lens of Fresnel which allowed to equip
lighthouses and to increase the density of thd.ligh

is a very beautiful symbol, this crop circle is a
lighthouse, a light for the humanity. It helps imet
evolution of the consciousness, and unites peaple i
search of the truth.

- Umberto Molinaro

SIGNSIN HUMANITY

Rioting follows state of emergency in Thai

capital

AP

By Ambika Ahuja and Grant Peck
April 12, 2009

BANGKOK — Swarms of anti-government protesters
attacked the prime minister's car, seized contfol o
major intersections in the capital and commandeered
buses, bringing new chaos to the Thai capital as th
country's ousted leader threatened to return freile e

to lead a revolution.

The government declared a state of emergency
Sunday but, without the intervention of security
forces, it was unclear how any bans could be
enforced.

In front of the city's biggest Iluxury mall,
demonstrators danced atop two armored personne
carriers they had forced to a stop, waving flagd an



shouting "Democracy." The red-shirted crowd

illegitimately and want new elections. They also

swarmed around the vehicles and demanded the keys accuse the country's elite — the military, judigiar

from the unhappy soldiers inside.

"Sorry, can't find them,” came a muffled reply. The
protesters drifted off, and the vehicles left.

and other unelected officials — of undermining
democracy by interfering in politics.

The emergency decree bans gatherings of more thal
five people, forbids news reports considered

The uncertain encounter — and others like it across threatening to public order and allows the govemime

Bangkok, where security forces stood by while
protesters ran rampant — reinforced that threesyear
of turmoil between alternating governments and

to call up military troops to quell unrest.

"The government can't do anything. There are too

protesters opposed to them seemed ready to peak many of us. We will show them what tens of

again. As night fell, demonstrators demanding the
resignation of Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva
controlled many streets in the city center. Poliaas

at some intersections were abandoned and looted.

Outside the Interior Ministry earlier in the day, a
furious mob attacked Abhisit's car with poles, s®n
and even flower pots as it slowly made its escape.
least six people were injured, including two seguri
guards for the prime minister, and one of Abhisdfs
political aides and his driver. Police in riot gear
nearby did nothing.

Protests were also reported in areas of northedn an
northeastern Thailand, with one group threatening t
blockade the main bridge linking Laos and Thailand
across the Mekong River.

Ousted Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, regarded
by most of the protesters as their leader, caledaf
revolution and said he might return from overseas
exile to lead it.

"Now that they have tanks on the streets, it ietfor
the people to come out in revolution. And whersit i
necessary, | will come back to the country,” hel sai

a telephone message broadcast on loudspeakers to

followers who surrounded the prime's minister @fic

Political tensions have simmered since Thaksin was
ousted by a military coup in 2006 for alleged
corruption and abuse of power. He remains popular
for his populist policies in the impoverished
countryside, while his opponents — many in urban
areas — took to the streets last year to help bring
down two pro-Thaksin governments, seizing
Bangkok's two airports in November for about a
week.

The pro-Thaksin demonstrators, calling themselves
the United Front for Democracy Against Dictatorship
say Abhisit's four-month-old government took power

thousands of unarmed civilians can do. The people
will finally rule our beloved Thailand,"” said Lada
Yingmanee, a 37-year-old housewife at one of the
protest sites.

Army spokesman Col. Sansern Kaewkamnerd said
soldiers and police were being moved to more tltan 5
key points in the city, including bus and railway
stations. He said the military presence was noga s
of an imminent coup — a common feature of Thai
political history.

Abhisit, in an address televised just before mibdhig
Sunday night, called on the public not to panic snd
cooperate with the government to end the crisis.

Sitting at a meeting table with Cabinet ministensl a
top military and police officers, he declared thiie
military and the police are friends of the peofleey

do not want to use violence. They are simply
enforcing law and order."”

"In the next three to four days, the government wil
keep working to return peace and order to the
country,"” he said, without detailing what measures
would be employed.

Abhisit earlier vowed swift legal action against
protesters who stormed the venue of an East Asiar
Summit in the beach resort of Pattaya on Saturday.
Thai authorities had to evacuate the Asian lealdgrs
helicopter. He said five arrest warrants have been
issued for leaders of resort protest.

A protest leader who spearheaded Saturday's
demonstrations, Arisman Pongruengrong, was taken
into custody Sunday and flown by helicopter to a
military camp for questioning, said police spokeeama
Maj. Gen. Suport Pansua.

Tourism Council of Thailand Chairman Kongkrit
Hiranyakit predicted that the country would lose at



least 200 billion baht ($5.6 billion) as foreigrutsts
shunned the country as they did after the airde-t
overs. Tourism is Thailand's major foreign currency
earner and one they can't afford to ignore as it
grapples with the shock of the global economicgris

At Saturday's summit, more than 1,000 demonstrators
broke through a wall of unarmed soldiers, smashed
through the convention center's glass doors and ran
through the building, blowing horns, waving Thai
flags and shouting demands for Abhisit to resign.

They declared victory after Abhisit canceled the
summit, where leaders of regional powers China,
Japan and India, and the U.N. secretary-general and
president of the World Bank, planned to discuss the
global financial crisis.

Analysts say it will now be difficult for Abhisitot
regain control — if he is even the one running the
country.

"It remains to the seen if the security forces can
control the situation. It is unlikely anyone carcaease
there are so many splits and so many power brdkers,
said Charnvit Kasetsiri, one of Thailand's most
prominent historians. "No one seems to be in charge
within the establishment, the government and the
military."

Saudi Court Approves Pedophilia--

Following in the Prophet's Footsteps
April 12, 2009

When is it OK to have sex with a young girl? Well
Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran gave a fatwa about Quran
65.4: "A man can marry a girl younger than nine
years of age, even if the girl is still a baby lgein
breastfed. A man, however is prohibited from having
intercourse with a girl younger than nine, othewse

acts such as foreplay, rubbing, kissing and sodismy
allowed. A man having intercourse with a girl
younger than nine years of age has not committed a

crime, but only an infraction, if the girl is not
permanently damaged. If the girl, however, is
permanently damaged, the man must provide for her
all her life. But this girl will not count as ond the
man's four permanent wives. He also is not perahitte
to marry the girl's sister.”

There is a reason for this fatwa, the Prophet
Muhammad Married a six-year-old named Aisha and
had Sex with the girl by the time she was nine.

Following in the footsteps of their Prophet, the

pedophile, a Saudi Court has refused to annul the
marriage of an 8-Year-Old to a 47 year-old man:

Saudi judge refuses to annul 8-year-old's marriage
By Mohammed Jamjoom

A Saudi judge has refused for a second time to lannu
a marriage between an 8-year-old girl and a 47-year
old man, a relative of the girl told CNN.

The most recent ruling, in which the judge uphakd h
original verdict, was handed down Saturday in the
Saudi city of Onaiza, where late last year the same
judge rejected a petition from the girl's mothehow
was seeking a divorce for her daughter.

The relative said the judge, Sheikh Habib Al-Habib,
"stuck by his earlier verdict and insisted that ¢
could petition the court for a divorce once shehea
puberty.” The family member, who requested
anonymity, added that the mother will continue to
pursue a divorce for her daughter.

The case, which has drawn criticism from local and
international rights groups, came to light in Debem
when al-Habib declined to annul the marriage on a
legal technicality. The judge ruled the girl's math-
who is separated from the girl's father -- was thet
girl's legal guardian and therefore could not repng
her in court, according to Abdullah al-Jutaili, the
mother's lawyer.

The girl's father, according to the attorney, agexh
the marriage in order to settle his debts withrttam,
who is "a close friend" of his. At the time of timatial
verdict, the judge required the girl's husbandigo s
pledge that he would not have sex with her unt sh
reaches puberty, al-Jutaili told CNN. The judgesaul
that when the girl reaches puberty, she will hdhee t
right to request a divorce by filing a petition ithe
court, the lawyer said.

Last month, an appeals court in the Saudi capital o



Riyadh declined to certify the original ruling, in
essence rejecting al-Habib's verdict, and sentése
back to al-Habib for reconsideration.

Under the complicated Saudi legal process, the
appeals court ruling meant that the marriage wés st
in effect, but that a challenge to the marriage stdls
ongoing. The appeals court in Riyadh will now take
up the case again and a hearing is scheduled &r ne
month, according to the relative.

The issue of child marriage has been a hot-button
topic in the deeply conservative kingdom recently.
While rights groups have been petitioning the
government to enact laws that would protect childre
from this type of marriage, the kingdom's top deri
has said that it's OK for girls as young as 10 ¢olw

"It is incorrect to say that it's not permittedrt@rry

off girls who are 15 and younger," Sheikh Abdul Azi
Al-Sheikh, the kingdom's grand mufti, said in
remarks last January quoted in the regional Al-lHaya
newspaper. "A girl aged 10 or 12 can be married.
Those who think she's too young are wrong and they
are being unfair to her."

Al-Sheikh reportedly made the remarks when he was
asked during a lecture about parents forcing their
underage daughters to marry.

"We hear a lot in the media about the marriage of
underage girls," he said, according to the newspape
"We should know that Sharia law has not brought
injustice to women."

Sharia law is Islamic law. Saudi Arabia follows a
strict interpretation of Islam called Wahhabism.

CNN was unable to reach government officials for
comment.
Christoph Wilcke, a Saudi Arabia researcher for
Human Rights Watch, told CNN in December that his
organization has heard of many other cases of child
marriages.

Last December, Zuhair al-Harithi, a spokesman for
the Saudi government-run  Human  Rights
Commission, said his organization is fighting again
child marriages.

"The Human Rights Commission opposes child
marriages in Saudi Arabia," al-Harithi said. "Child
marriages violate international agreements thathav
been signed by Saudi Arabia and should not be
allowed." He added that his organization has been
able to intervene and stop at least one child =geri
from taking place.

Wajeha al-Huwaider, co-founder of the Society of

Defending Women's Rights in Saudi Arabia, told

CNN that achieving human rights in the kingdom

means standing against those who want to "keep us
backward and in the dark ages."

She said the marriages cause girls to "lose tleeises
of security and safety. Also, it destroys theirlifeg

of being loved and nurtured. It causes them airifet
of psychological problems and severe depression.”

Homeland Security on guard for 'right-

wing extremists'
WorldNetDaily
April 12, 2009

WASHINGTON — A newly unclassified Department
of Homeland Security report warns against the
possibility of violence by unnamed "right-wing
extremists" concerned about illegal immigration,
increasing federal power, restrictions on firearms,
abortion and the loss of U.S. sovereignty and ssgl

"We've been hearing about these types of cases once out returning war veterans as particular threats.

every four or five months because the Saudi puslic
now able to express this kind of anger -- espegcsl
when girls are traded off to older men," Wilckedsai

Wilcke explained that while Saudi ministries may
make decisions designed to protect children, "tiis

the religious establishment that holds sway in the
courts, and in many realms beyond the court.”

The report, titled "Right-wing Extremism: Current
Economic and Political Climate Fueling Resurgence
in Radicalization and Recruitment,” dated April 7,
states that "threats from white supremacist ankénto
anti-government groups during 2009 have been
largely rhetorical and have not indicated plans to
carry out violent acts."



However, the document, first reported by talk-radio
host and WND columnist Roger Hedgecock, goes on
to suggest worsening economic woes, potential new
legislative restrictions on firearms and "the ratof
military veterans facing significant challenges
reintegrating into their communities could leadte
potential emergence of terrorist groups or lonefwol
extremists capable of carrying out violent attatks.

Are you ready for a second Declaration of
Independence? Sign the petition promoting true
freedom once again!

The report from DHS' Office of Intelligence and
Analysis defines right-wing extremism in the U.S. a
"divided into those groups, movements and adherents
that are primarily hate-oriented (based on hatred o
particular religious, racial or ethnic groups) dahdse
that are mainly anti-government, rejecting federal
authority in favor of state or local authority, or
rejecting government authority entirely. It may
include groups and individuals that are dedicated t
single issue, such as opposition to abortion or
immigration.”

“[Tlhe consequences of a prolonged economic
downturn - including real estate foreclosures,
unemployment and an inability to obtain credit —
could create a fertile recruiting environment figrht-
wing extremists and even result in confrontations
between such groups and government authorities
similar to those in the past,” the report says.

It adds that "growth in these groups subsided in
reaction to increased government scrutiny as dtresu
of the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing and disrupted
plots, improvements in the economy and the
continued U.S. standing as the pre-eminent world
power."

"Proposed imposition of firearms restrictions and

weapons bans likely would attract new members into
the ranks of right-wing extremist groups as well as
potentially spur some of them to begin planning and
training for violence against the government,” the

report continues. "The high volume of purchases and
stockpiling of weapons and ammunition by right-

wing extremists in anticipation of restrictions and

bans in some parts of the country continue to be a
primary concern to law enforcement.”

Most notable is the report's focus on the impact of
returning war veterans.

"Returning veterans possess combat skills and
experience that are attractive to right-wing

extremists," it says. "DHS/I&A is concerned that

right-wing extremists will attempt to recruit and

radicalize veterans in order to boost their violent
capacities."”

The report cites the April 4 shooting deaths o&éhr
police officers in Pittsburgh as an example of what
may be coming, claiming the alleged gunman holds a
racist ideology and believes in anti-government
conspiracy theories about gun confiscations, aitize
detention camps and "a Jewish-controlled 'one-world
government.”

It also suggests the election of an African-Amarica
president and the prospect of his policy changes "a
proving to be a driving force for right-wing extresn
recruitment and radicalization."

The report also mentions ™end times' prophecies
could motivate extremist individuals and groups to
stockpile food, ammunition and weapons. These
teachings also have been linked with the
radicalization of domestic extremist individualsdan
groups in the past, such as the violent Christian
Identity organizations and extremist members of the
militia movement."

"DHS/I&A assesses that right-wing extremist groups'
frustration over a perceived lack of governmenioact
on illegal immigration has the potential to incite
individuals or small groups toward violence," the
report continues.

The report states the DHS will be working with stat
and local partners over the next several months to
determine the levels of right-wing extremist adyvi

in the U.S.

Last month, the chief of the Missouri highway phtro
blasted a report issued by the Missouri Information
Analysis Center that linked conservative groups to
domestic terrorism, assuring that such reports no
longer will be issued. The report had been compiled
with the assistance of DHS.

The report warned law enforcement agencies to watch
for suspicious individuals who may have bumper
stickers for third-party political candidates suabk
Ron Paul, Bob Barr and Chuck Baldwin.

It further warned law enforcement to watch out for



individuals with "radical" ideologies based on
Christian views, such as opposing illegal
immigration, abortion and federal taxes.

Chief James Keathley of the Missouri State Patrol
issued a statement that the release of the replidth
outraged conservatives nationwide, prompted him to
"take a hard look" at the procedures through which
the report was released by the MIAC.

"My review of the procedures used by the MIAC in
the three years since its inception indicates that
mechanism in place for oversight of reports needs
improvement,” he wrote. "Until two weeks ago, the
process for release of reports from the MIAC to law
enforcement officers around the state required no
review by leaders of the Missouri State Highway
Patrol or the Department of Public Safety."

"For that reason, | have ordered the MIAC to
permanently cease distribution of the militia repor
he said. "Further, | am creating a new process for
oversight of reports drafted by the MIAC that will
require leaders of the Missouri State Highway Ratro
and the Department of Public Safety to review the
content of these reports before they are shareld wit
law enforcement. My office will also undertake a
review of the origin of the report by MIAC."

US economy continues to contract
BBC
April 15, 2009

US economic activity weakened in March, but there
were some signs of stabilization, the Federal Reeser
has said in its influential Beige Book.

The report, used to set US interest rates, saidradlv
economic activity contracted further or remained
weak".

But a number of districts had noted a "moderation i
the pace of decline”, while others were "stabiligin

The report comes a day after President Barack Obama

and Fed chairman Ben Bernanke said the recessiol
was easing.

The Beige Book is compiled eight times a year and i
based on reports and comments from businesse:
across the US.

The last report was released at the beginning of
March.

'Slight improvement’

Despite some signs of improvement, this report
painted a bleak picture of current US economic
activity.

"Manufacturing activity weakened across a broad
range of industries in most districts, with onlyeav
exceptions," it said.

"Non financial service activity continue to contrac
across districts," it added.

The report also said that retail spending remained
slow, but did comment that "some districts noted a
slight improvement in sales compared with the
previous reporting period".

The property market also continued to suffer, but
there were signs that interest from buyers was
returning.

"Home prices and construction were still falling in
most areas, but better-than-expected buyer trigtic
to scattered pick-up in sales in a number of ditsyi
the report said.

Downward pressure on prices was also reported.

the US Labor
us

Indeed, official figures from
Department on Wednesday confirmed that
consumer prices fell by 0.1% in March.

The fall meant consumer prices were down 0.4%
from a year ago, the first annual decline since5195

'‘Economic progress'
The book also noted that "manufacturing activity
continued to decline in most districts and across a

wide range of industries".

The Federal Reserve confirmed earlier on Wednesday
that industrial production fell by 1.5% in March.



However, "several reports noted that the pace of
decline had slowed or that factory activity had
stabilized", the book said.

US factories have been running down inventories and
cutting back on production as demand for
manufactured goods has slumped during the
recession.

The book is published at a time when some
commentators believe the recession may be easing.

"Although conditions are still weak right now, tker
are signs that there is stabilization in certaict@s,"
said Michelle Meyer at Barclays Capital.

"We're clearly still in a deep recession, but thare
signs that things are looking a little bit brighteshe
added.

On Tuesday, Mr. Obama said that there were "signs
of economic progress” in a speech at Georgetown
University.

He did, however, say that 2009 would be a hard year
for the US economy, when there would be more job
losses, more repossessions and "more pain”.

Mr. Bernanke, talking to students at Moorehouse
University in Atlanta, also on Tuesday, spoke of
“"tentative signs" that the rate of contractionhs tJS
economy was slowing down.

In black and white, the 'torture' files
The Independent
April 18, 2009

The release of Justice Department memos authorizing
the mistreatment of terror suspects has caused a
storm. Robert Verkaik examines a manual that gave
US interrogators license to abuse their enemies

Italics indicate taken from CIA document.

1. As we understand it, Zubaydah is one of the
highest-ranking members of the al-Qa'ida terrorist
organization, with which the United States is
currently engaged in an international armed cornflic
following the attacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon on September 11 2001.

1. Abu Zubaydah was captured on 28 March 2002
after a firefight in Faisalabad, Pakistan and vedsrl
interrogated at detention centers around the world.
Some time before 6 September 2006 he was
transferred to Guantanamo Bay. But despite the
serious nature of the accusations against him, dse w
never charged with a terrorism offence.

2. In light of the information you believe Zubaydah
has and the high level of the threat you believer no
exists, you wish to move the interrogations int@atwh
you have described as "increased pressure phase”. .
In this phase, you would like to employ 10 techesqu
that you believe will dislocate his expectations
regarding the treatment he believes he will receive
and encourage him to disclose the crucial informati
mentioned above.

2. In August 2002 the CIA suspected that Zubaydah
held key intelligence about further terror attacks

the US and they intended to put him under as much
physical and mental pressure as they believed was
legally permissible. They planned to use 10
techniques incrementally building to the most seyver
water boarding.

3. The attention grasp consists of grasping the
individual with both hands, one hand on each sifle o
the collar opening, in a controlled and quick matio

In the same motion as the grasp, the individual is
drawn toward the interrogator.

3. This is a crude interrogation technique moreroft
seen on television cop shows. But in the wrong Band
it can cause serious injury to the neck. The ClAsus
it because it can "startle the subject, produce déea
even insult him".

4. For walling, a flexible false wall will be
constructed. The individual is placed with his keel
touching the wall. The interrogator pulls the
individual forward and then quickly and firmly push

the individual into the wall.

4. Perhaps the most elaborate of the ten intenimgat
techniques. The CIA goes to a great deal of trotile



avoid whiplash injuries by supporting the neck wath
rolled towel. The emphasis is on fear so that when

suspect strikes the wall the collision creates wd lo
bang.

5. The facial hold is used to hold the head imn&obil
One open palm is placed on either side of the
individual's face. The fingertips are kept well awa
from the individual's eyes.

5. Government lawyers reassure CIA officers thes th
technique is lawful because it does not constitute
"threat of imminent death".

6. With the facial slap or insult slap, the integador
slaps the individual's face with the fingers slight
spread. The hand makes contact with the area dyrect
between the tip of the individual's chin and th&dra

of the corresponding earlobe. The interrogator
invades the individual's personal space.

6. This is a technique more often seen during World
Wrestling Federation events. It is justified by CIA
interrogators who claim that it does not causdngst
pain but humiliates the victim. Any physical abuge

an individual during interrogation is banned under
international laws against torture.

7. Cramped confinement involves the placementeof th
individual in a confined space, the dimensions of
which restrict the individual's movement. The
confined space is usually dark ... Confinementan t
larger space can last up to eighteen hours: for the
smaller space, confinement lasts for no longer than
two hours.

7. When used in combination with other techniques i
can have a harmful psychological effect on an
individual. US Government lawyers told the CIA that
the use of confinement boxes did not constitutaan
of torture.

8. Wall standing is used to induce muscle fatigune
individual stands about four to five feet from allwa
with his feet spread at approximately shoulder tvidt
His arms are stretched out in front of him, witls hi
fingers resting on the wall. His fingers supporit @il
his body weight. The individual is not permitted to
move or reposition his hands or feet.

8. A common practice among armed forces when
detaining large numbers of prisoners. US soldiers
employed this technique on the Viet Cong in 1967
and once again in the aftermath of the invasiomnaaf

in the last Gulf War. The Red Cross says stress
positions can be a breach of the Geneva Conventions

9. A variety of stress positions may be used. ¥we h
informed us that these positions are not desigoed t
produce the pain associated with contortions or
twisting of the body. Rather, somewhat like walling
they are designed to produce the physical discamfor
associated with muscle fatigue ...You have alstiyora
informed us that through observing Zubaydah in
captivity, you have noted that he appears to béequi
flexible despite his wounds.

9. The reference to wounds relates to when Zubaydat
was shot three times in a gun battle with Pakistai

US security officers before his capture. He suffere
wounds in the groin and in the thigh.

10. Sleep deprivation may be used. You have
indicated that your purpose in using this techniige

to reduce the individual's ability to think on Heset
and, through the discomfort associated with lack of
sleep, to motivate him to co-operate.

10. The majority of the British detainees held and

interrogated by the Americans before being

transferred to Guantanamo Bay complained that they
were routinely denied sleep. Among them was British
resident Binyam Mohamed who also alleges that he
was brutally tortured while he was held for 18 nisnt

in American custody at a Moroccan prison.

11. You would like to place Zubaydah in a cramped
confinement box with an insect. You have infornsed u
that he appears to have a fear of insects. In palar
you would like to tell Zubaydah that you intend to
place a stinging insect into the box with him. You
would however place a harmless insect in the badk ..
you do so, to ensure that you are outside the pateli
act requirement, you must inform him that the itsec
will not have a sting that would produce death or
severe pain.

11. Perhaps the most primitive of all the tortures
devised by the CIA. The exposure to insects can
cause real psychological harm to those who have &
genuine phobia. In the end this technique was nevel
tested on a detainee, although the CIA clearly ghou
Zubaydah would have made an ideal candidate.

12. Finally, you would like to use a technique edll
"water board". In this procedure, the individual is
bound securely to an inclined bench, which is
approximately four feet by seven feet. The indalidu



feet are generally elevated. A cloth is placed dier
forehead and eyes.

12. The most controversial practice used by the.CIA
Those who have undergone the experience say it is
impossible to properly convey the terrifying see
drowning caused by water boarding. The US Navy
uses it in the training of new recruits and claiins

"100 per cent effective in producing co-operation
among the trainees"”. Now internationally condemned
as torture.

13. The facial slap likewise falls outside the skt
predicate acts. It plainly is not a threat of immim
death, under Section 2340(2)(C), or a procedure
designed to disrupt profoundly the senses or
personality, under Section 2340(2)(B). Although it
may hurt, as discussed above, the effect is one of
smarting or stinging and surprise and humiliation,
but not severe pain. Nor does it alone constitute a
threat of severe pain or suffering under Section
2340(2)(A) Certainly, the use of this slap may
dislodge any expectation that Zubaydah had that he
would not be touched in a physically aggressive
manner.

13. This reveals the level of complicity of the US
medical establishment, whose members were present
during these interrogation techniques.

14. Based on the foregoing, and based on the facts
that you have provided, we conclude that the
interrogation procedures that you propose would not
violate Section 2340A [US torture law]. We wish to
emphasize that this is our best reading of the law;
however, you should be aware that there are nosase
construing this statute; just as there have been no
prosecutions brought under it.

14. The legal memorandum for the CIA was prepared
by the assistant attorney general, Jay Bybee, the
second most senior government lawyer at the time.
He could face private prosecution for authorizing
torture techniques that he clearly thought weralleg
in America but were banned under international law.

Jay S. Bybee, Assistant Attorney General

Arks of Safe Haven

www.arksofsafehaven.org

“Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, to
bring the poor and homeless into your house, to
clothe the naked when you see him, and to not
ignore your own flesh [and blood]Isaiah 58:7

The mission of Arks of Safe Haven is to connect via
an extensive network and online message board
forum, those individuals and families who have been
affected by recent economic downfalls and are in
need with those individuals who are ready, willing
and capable of providing assistance to those i nee
with employment, shelter, work, food, clothing and
other necessities.

Coupled with our primary mission of delivering the
Kingdom Message of Salvation, the assistance of
Arks of Safe Haven is available to all who are in
need. Our purposeful intention is to follow in the
footsteps of Christ as our example, by providingéo

to the hopeless and answering the prayers of those
who have been forced to live outside of society.

How You Can Help?

In order to provide for those whose outcry of praye
have reached our heavenly Father's ears, Arksfef Sa
Haven is seeking out those who are able to provide
shelter, whether it be an extra bedroom, emptyatent
property or a work for room and board agreement.
Additionally, we also act as a liaison in connegtin
those with tangible items to donate to those indnee
like Food, Water, Clothing, & Other Personal Items.
We pray that your heart is motivated to make a
contribution, no matter how small.

Below are current cases that we are working on
for people who are in need. If you're able to help
these families in ANY WAY please visit the Arks



of Safe Haven forumat www.arksofsafehaven.org.
and let them know!

mikenfamily - Port Richey, FL. - My name is mike
parks and | am a father of eight children and one o
the way. Currently | have 4 children living at home
and the rest come on the weekends. | work in the
construction industry as a salesman, and jobsaneg h
to come by. The mortgage on our home is in
foreclosure; we were trying to file for bankruptoyt

were unable to get the funds needed to proceed.

Although this bought us some time to stay in our
home, we are now in a paranoid state waiting for
them to come give us notice to abandon our home.
My wife has made some effort to contact the

mortgage company, but with no chance of redoing our
loan to better suit us. My wife is 28 weeks pregnan

diabetic, and has been pretty much unemployed for
some time. We have a 2 year old, 9 year old and 2
high school age girls that we have crammed into our
small home and now face leaving...but to where? And

Signsin Natural
Disasters

“You are going to hear of wars and rumors
of wars. See that you are not alarmed,

how? Or can we stay? Recently | have taken on an pecause these things must take place, but the

additional job but it is commission and is slowtopef
started. On top of that, my child support is in s

of $1200.00 per month, and | am thousands of dollar
behind. | have spent most of the past 2 years
unemployed or working for little or nothing. Myself
and my wife are facing suspension on our drivers
licenses, due to lack of car insurance and me dor n
being current with child support. There is noththgt

we want more but to be able to pay our basic
responsibilities and stay in our home. We recently
reapplied for assistance for food stamps, WIC, and
Medicaid for the kids and are waiting to hear back.
Honestly, even being the "eternal optimist” | am
completely lost on what to do! | am working but not
reaping the benefits. Literally | feel like | needwin

the lotto just to pull out. | do not know what post
this will bring if anything, but | have exhaustedya
other options and have nowhere else to turn.
Honestly, | am scared for me and my family. | arh no
trying to show it, but they see something is wrong.
What do | do when they look at me with tears inirthe

eyes and ask me why we have to leave? Please

consider us in your prayers Mike 727-277-3107

end is not yet. For nation will rise up against

nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There

will be famines and earthquakes in various
places.”Matthew 24:6-7

Susie Grear, then of Nichols Avenue in Jackson,Htadjht a new bedroom suite shortly before theeast
Flood of 1979. She and husband Gabe lost thatusmtdpout everything else when their house wasiéido
After cleaning up, Susie Grear looked away fromgtiie of debris that had been their furnishings.

Poorest areas at greatest risk in flood

April 13, 2009

Clarianledger.com

If another flood overwhelms Jackson, the city's imos
impoverished neighborhoods may be the least
prepared and suffer the most.

Federal insurance rate maps show the greatest dang
of flooding from the Pearl River and its tributarie
overlaps areas dominated by lower-income families

who are more likely to be renters than homeowners.

Arizona State University history professor Matthew
Whitaker said the fact low-income areas in Jackson
are vulnerable to flooding is no coincidence.



"Mark Twain said history doesn't repeat itself, kut
rhymes. It rhymes because often very little chayiges
he said.

Whitaker is one of the editors of Hurricane Katrina
America's Unnatural Disaster, a compilation of
scholarly articles examining the social aspectshef
2005 hurricane. The effects of Katrina were
disproportionally felt by the poor and racial
minorities, but that also was true of the 1927
Mississippi River Flood and the 1979 Easter Flaod i
Jackson, he said.

"Usually the poor are the least equipped to de#h wi
whatever tragedy ensues," he said.

And government is least likely to take the necessar
precautions to protect the poor, the elderly or
minorities, he said.

"Because they have no money, they have little yf an
political power. There is no urgency," he said.

Unfortunately, that lack of urgency to address
problems affecting poor communities - from dismal
infrastructure to inequities in the availability leéalth
care or education - end up on the plate of the lmidd
and upper classes when disaster arrives, he said.

"When a disaster hits, these people with power and
means will have to pay for it. This isn't even araho
argument. This is a practical argument,” he said.
"There is a price to pay for inaction."

Flood insurance is required for homes and busisesse
in flood zones with federally backed mortgages, but
that proved to be of little use for many on the fGul
Coast following Katrina.

Not only did the storm's massive tidal surge wipé o
homeowners well outside the flood zone, but many
residents without mortgages - including poor
residents or senior citizens on fixed incomes - llead
their flood insurance lapse. In addition, renteio a
were less likely to have flood insurance.

A similar scenario could play out following a fload
Jackson. Five of the city's seven poorest censigsstr
are largely located inside identified flood zones.

It is not clear how many of the city's poorestdesits
have flood insurance. According to a federal report
4,651 properties are protected under federal flood

insurance, providing an average of $151,305 in
coverage. There are 7,240 policies in place fordslin
and Rankin counties combined.

While the number might not seem very large,
Mississippi Insurance Department spokeswoman
Donna Cromeans said it is significantly better
coverage than was on the Mississippi Gulf Coasirpri
to Hurricane Katrina. The three coastal countiesda
population of 400,000 but just 2,100 flood insugnc
policies in force.

Evelyn Washington, 79, owns her Hill Avenue home
and can afford flood insurance.

"I've lived here 50 years and my home has never
flooded," she said.

Washington says she still worries.

"I'm concerned daily," she said. "When that rivises
and the water overflows, you don't know where it's

going."

While property owners may be insured, there is less
protection for renters, many of whom are in thg'sit
poorest neighborhoods.

One Pearl River-hugging census tract, stretchiogfr
near the Riverside Drive exit of I-55 in the notth

the southern tip of the city, is nearly entirelythun

the federal government's 100-year flood plain. €hre
fourths of residents are renters and more than half
meet the federal definition of impoverished.

The picture is similar for a west Jackson censaet tr
in the Town Creek flood plain where the median
annual family income is $14,366.

City Council President Leslie Burl McLemore said it
is hardly surprising the city's poorest people biha
the poorest land. But he said the 1979 flood was no
respecter of economic class.

"In the last one, the richer section of our towoki@
beating, Eastover, and then downtown Jackson," he
said.

If another flood comes, the wealthy, along with the
poor, will be back in the soup.

In fact, with a boom in new construction downtown,
including the convention center along with the
rehabilitation of the King Edward Hotel and the



Standard Life building, the cost to wealthier iet&s
in Jackson likely would be even greater.

"It would be, in a word, devastating institutioryall
structurally and financially," he said.

Perhaps that shared risk between rich and podhfina
will spur government - at all levels - to come uphw
an acceptable solution to flood control, he said.

"Thirty years ago people rolled up their sleeves to
save the community. You had a cross section of the
community that might not ordinarily associate with
each other,” he said. "It's a hell of a price ty f&
community involvement."

Tornado season 2009: it's been a busy

week: SPECIAL REPORT
April 13, 2009
Examiner.com

The period April 8-13 saw the greatest concentmatio
of tornadoes so far in the 2009 season.

Over 100 tornadoes were reported during the period;
almost all of these were during the April 9-10
outbreak which gouged states from Oklahoma to
Georgia with tornado damage and 5 deaths.

Mena, Arkansas, in the western part of the stadd, h
three fatalities and 30 injuries, and many millions
damage. Two other fatalities were reported

Rutherford County, Tennessee on the 10th of April.

in

Some of the tornado reports are duplicates and the
actual total will likely be reduced by about 20%ist

is still a lot of twisters in what had been up &stl
week a very slow tornado season.

The total number of tornadoes now logged for the
year stands at 303. This is still below the averfage
2005-2008, but it's been catching up with the
unsettled pattern of the past week.

As for how the rest of the season shapes up
nationally, the recent pattern of an endless searfes

upper lows looks to continue for a while. Each of
these systems has the potential for tornado
production.

Sandbags try to prevent the flooding of Apple Crzekn reaching the foundation of this house east of
Bismarck, N.D. on Monday, April 13, 2009.

Flood-threatened city urges vulnerable to

leave

By DAVE KOLPACK
April 15, 2009

The Associated Press

VALLEY CITY, N.D. (AP) — Faced with the threat
of a major flood, the mayor of Valley City called
Tuesday for the evacuation of sick and elderly
residents, as well as those living in low-lyingasgeso
that emergency crews could focus on trying to hold
back the swollen Sheyenne River.

Mayor Mary Lee Nielson asked affected residents to
leave their homes by Wednesday evening, saying it
would help keep emergency routes free of traffic.

"We may need to get people in and out of there in a
hurry," she said.

Nielson said the evacuation order is voluntary but
"strongly recommended.” She said it would affect
about 1,450 homes — "not quite half the city" of
nearly 7,000 people.

"No one living has seen anything like what's
happening in Valley City, Barnes County and the
entire area. It's beyond words," said state SerryLa

Robinson, D-Valley City. Robinson, who was in
Bismarck for the legislative session, said he spant

of last weekend sandbagging.

About 450 National Guard members have been called
in to help, the mayor said. Crews have had to regai
least three dike leaks in recent days, but Nieksad
there were no reports of problems with the dikes
overnight Monday.

"It was a blessing," she said.

The Sheyenne River rose Monday above the 20-foot



Valley City record set in April 1882. It reached.@0
feet Tuesday, with a projected crest of arounde22 f
later in the week.

Greg Wiche, the director of the U.S. Geological
Survey's Water Science Center in Bismarck, said the
flood risk could last a month.

Robinson said community volunteers, students and
others are also working to hold back the river.s&és
have been canceled at public schools and at Valley
City State University and students have switched to
sandbag duty.

Linda Sorensen was moving all her furniture to the

second floor of her home Tuesday. She and her
husband, Ronald, who own a plumbing and heating
business, have been helping homeowners prepare for
flooding.

"Some of our guys are being hauled to homes by boat
SO we can keep their pumps up and running,”
Sorensen said.

The Sheyenne empties into the Red River, which is
expected to reach a second flood crest of its ogar n
Fargo this week.

The Red crested at Fargo and neighboring Moorhead,
Minn., late last month just short of 41 feet, after
volunteers filled thousands of sandbags to raigsede
above that mark. The river's second crest there is
projected to reach 37 feet, which is lower thadiear
forecasts.

The National Weather Service has posted flood
warnings for much of North Dakota. Roads are
flooded throughout the state, and state Transpontat
Department Director Francis Ziegler said some
highways will have to be completely rebuilt. A 100-
mile stretch of Interstate 94 between Bismarck and
Jamestown was reopened Tuesday after an overnight
closure because of flooding, but officials imposetl

mph speed limit.

Amtrak suspended service Tuesday between Minot
and St. Paul, Minn., because of track flooding e&st
Minot. Amtrak spokesman Marc Magliari said
communities in North Dakota and Minnesota would
be affected for at least 24 hours.

In Walsh County, in northeastern North Dakota,
Sheriff Lauren Wild said a man missing since his
pickup was swept away near the town of Park River

early Sunday was presumed drowned. Two other
people in the truck swam to safety.

A tree lies on the ground after it fell on a powee and blocked the road on 30th street in Ensiégny
other trees fell in the area as well due to highdsilast night.

Early morning winds, damage caused by

gravity wave
Birmingham News April 13, 2009

No, it wasn't a tornado.

The strong winds which swept through the
Birmingham area downing trees and power lines late
last night and early this morning were producedaby
phenomenon known as a gravity wave.

The gravity wave created winds traveling 60 miles
per hour as it moved west to east, said Tara Gplden
National Weather Service meteorologist.

A gravity wave forms on the back of a very largeaar
of rain, Golden said. Winds may blow in one
direction and when the gravity wave moves through,
winds will do an 180 degree shift and move in the
opposite direction, she said.

"The wave is completely different from a tornado in
that in a tornado you have rotation and touch down
the ground "and we had nothing of the sort with the
gravity wave," Golden said.

But minus tossed cars and collapsed homes, the
gravity wave may have given some Birmingham area
residents the impression that a tornado was on the
horizon.

"It was just the strong winds (from the gravity \eav
that moved from west to east across the area tha
produced all trees and power lines that we had the
damage report this morning,” Golden said.

A gravity wave is slightly more uncommon than
straight line winds, she said.

And it's also harder to predict. "You usually dsge
it until you see one forming," Golden added.



Power remains out and trees are down in more than But after the 1991 Gulf War, the marshes became a
140 Birmingham locations. casualty of Irag's religiously based politics.

Helena Intermediate School and 12 Birmingham City Saddam, a Sunni Muslim, considered the thousands o
Schools closed because power could not be restored. mostly Shiite Marsh Arabs to be disloyal - firstthre
Iran-lIraq war of the 1980s and more seriously when
Shiites in southern Iraq rose up against his regime
after a U.S.-led coalition forced the Iragi armyt ofi
Kuwait.

Many Shiite rebels hid among the Marsh Arabs in the
forests of reeds and myriad of lakes. To punisimthe
Saddam built a massive network of dams and earther

. walls to divert water and dry the marshes.
Drought threatens "Garden of Eden'

marshes in Iraq The effect was devastating.
By HADI MIZBAN - Associated Press Writer
Apr. 15, 2009 By the time Saddam was overthrown in 2003, the

marshes had shrunk by 90 percent from their size in
the 1970s, when they had covered nearly 3,500 squar
miles - larger than Delaware.

HOR AL-HAMMAR, Iraq -- A severe drought is
threatening Iraq's southern marshes - the tradition
site of the biblical Garden of Eden - just as thgion
was recovering from Saddam Hussein's drainingsof it

lakes and swamps to punish a political rebellion. Many experts direly predicted that the marshes migh

disappear entirely by 2008.

Marshes that were coming back to life a few years
ago with U.N. help are again little more than vast
expanses of cracked earth. The area's thousands of
inhabitants, known as Marsh Arabs, are victimshef t
debilitating drought that has ravaged much of Iraq
and neighboring countries the last two years.

"I have no work. Our livestock have died, our
children have left school because we don't have "our
money to buy them clothes," said fisherman Yasir
Razaq. He spoke in front of his wooden boat, which
sat on a dried-up lake bed in the Hor al-Hammar
marsh near Nasiriyah, 200 miles south of Baghdad.

The United Nations launched an $11 million project
to restore the marshes, including removing some of
the barriers that were keeping water from flowintpi

the area.

And by 2006, more than half the original marshlands
had successfully flooded.

ministry right from beginning ... started
considering the restoration of the marshes ardazeto

our priority," said Iragi Water Resources Minister
Abdul-Latif Jamal Rasheed, adding that the effad h

achieved some success.

"Before when there was fishing, we could get money
for children's clothes,"” he said. "Now we have lost
everything and our situation is miserable."

The marsh restoration programs depend on adequat
water flow in the Tigris and the Euphrates, the two
rivers that gave Iraq its ancient name of Mesop@am

The Marsh Arab culture existed for more than 5,000 Greek for *land between the rivers.

years in the 8,000 square miles of wetlands fethby
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The marshes boasted
hundreds of species of birds and fish, and periodic
flooding created fertile farm lands.

But the recent drought has caused the levels @etho
two rivers to fall.

Irag's winter ended without adequate rain for asdc
year in a row. Overall, the rainfall for the lastot
years has been only about 30 to 40 percent of rlorma
levels- not only in Iraq but in Syria and southeast
Turkey to the north, where the great rivers begin.

The flooded, flat plain is said to have played an
important role in the development of an agricukure

based culture that helped raise civilization to new
heights. Some biblical scholars identified the vast
marshes - the most extensive wetlands in the Middle

East - as the site of the fabled Garden of Eden. By the time the rivers meander through Iraq down to



its southern marshes, much of the water has already
been diverted into canals to irrigate parched farm
fields.

Last month, the U.N.'s Food and Agriculture

Organization and the Iragi government announced a
new $47 million program last month to restore the
marshes, focusing on the southern provinces of
Maysan, Dhi Qar and Basra.

But the program's Iraq director, Dr. Fadel el-Zubi,
expressed doubt that the marshes can be fullyrezsto
without a break in the drought. Also needed are new
water-sharing agreements among countries in the
region including Syria and Iran to give Irag more
access to water, he said.

"There is much less water coming from neighboring
countries,” he said. "So the amount of water gamg
the marshlands will be less."

Much of the program is aimed at improving the lives
of Marsh Arabs, who pursue a life of fishing and
foraging that has not changed substantially for
thousands of years.

Among other things, the program will include
restocking the marshes with fish capable of sungvi

in areas where low water levels have raised the sal
content, el-Zubi said.

He said the program would also help people in the
region replenish their livestock, mostly sheep and
water buffalo.

"The main goal is to restore the maximum that you
can within the coming five years and to enable the
marshland people to resume farming, livestock
production and so on," he said.

Even with the drought, the outlook for the marsises
better than a decade ago.

But that means little too many of the Marsh Arabs.

"We hoped the new government might do

something,” said a fisherman who gave his name only
as Mohammed because he feared criticizing the
government publicly. "But it's still the same. Tligs

the second time that the water has been drained
away."

Natural Disaster Update

Sourcehttp://home.att.net/~thehessians/disasterwatch.html

QUAKES

4/13/09 —
5.4 BANDA SEA
5.0 FIJI REGION

4/14/09 —

5.1 RYUKYU ISLANDS, JAPAN

5.9 FIJI REGION

5.1 ISLAND OF HAWAII, HAWAII

5.5 KERMADEC ISLANDS, NEW ZEALAND
5.4 KURIL ISLANDS

4/15/09 —

6.1 KEP. MENTAWAI REGION, INDONESIA
5.5 KEP. MENTAWAI REGION, INDONESIA
5.2 BOUGAINVILLE REGION, P.N.G.

5.0 MAURITIUS - REUNION REGION

5.7 OWEN FRACTURE ZONE REGION

5.1 RYUKYU ISLANDS, JAPAN

5.0 ARCTIC OCEAN

5.0 VANUATU

4/16/09 —

5.1 KEP. MENTAWAI REGION, INDONESIA
5.1 KEP. MENTAWAI REGION, INDONESIA
5.0 HINDU KUSH REGION, AFGHANISTAN
5.4 HINDU KUSH REGION, AFGHANISTAN
5.1 KOMANDORSKIYE OSTROVA REGION
6.7 SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS REGION
5.1 MID-INDIAN RIDGE

5.7 BOUGAINVILLE REGION, P.N.G.

4/17/09 —
5.5 KEPULAUAN BARAT DAYA, INDONESIA



5.5 KEPULAUAN BARAT DAYA, INDONESIA
5.0 NEAR N COAST OF PAPUA, INDONESIA
5.1 SOLOMON ISLANDS

5.1 WESTERN INDIAN-ANTARCTIC RIDGE
5.6 KURIL ISLANDS

5.0 ROTA REGION, N. MARIANA ISLANDS
5.9 OFFSHORE TARAPACA, CHILE

4/18/09 —

5.2 NEAR ISLANDS, ALEUTIAN ISLANDS
6.7 KURIL ISLANDS

5.8 FIJI REGION

5.9 KERMADEC ISLANDS REGION

INDONESIA - Two more earthquakes, both 5.3 [5.5]
magnitude, hit South Pagai on the Mentawai Islands
of Indonesia's West Sumatra early Friday. The geiake
followed a 6.0-magnitude tremor Thursday that shook
island residents but caused no injuries or damEge.
epicenter of the Friday incident was 43 kilometers,
about 27 miles, southwest of South Pagai Islan@. Th
island chain lies just off Padang, capital of an
earthquake-prone province. Some experts warn the
area will bear the brunt of Indonesia's next major
earthquake.

ITALY - Six earth tremors were recorded in the
Italian province of Abruzzo on Sunday, a week after
the prior devastating earthquake. 10,000 aftershock
since last week's earthquake in Italy of which 1000
aftershocks (measuring 2.5 or more on the Richter
scale) could be felt. A top expert warned that the
tremors will probably get stronger. "We do not
exclude slightly stronger aftershocks, it's even
probable” that there will be tremors above 3.0 loa t
Richter scale. Italy needs to spend 12 billion Buro
($16 billion) to reconstruct housing and other
buildings in the earthquake-devastated region of
Abruzzo.

SRI LANKA - The earth tremor which was felt in
three provinces in Sri Lanka yesterday could be due
to a new plate that had formed under the sea flist o
Sri Lanka. The new plate that was forming was
discovered when surveys were made in the seas off
Sri Lanka to demarcate the fishing area of the
country. No one thought that Sri Lanka would be at
risk of earthquakes until the tsunami struck in
December 2004. “We have been experiencing tremors
frequently and we may have this risk in the future.
Yesterday’s tremor, which was felt in many areas in
the Southern, Eastern and Uva provinces, registered
under 4 on the Richter scale and has been recaetded
the Pallekele monitoring station. However it has no

been recorded at the California headquarters. Biles
many houses and a temple had been displaced as
result of the tremor. The windows of one house have
come off their hinges. Glass window panes in some
houses were reported to have been blown off by the
tremor. Meanwhile, a tsunami scare was reported
from coastal areas in Polhena, Paramulla,
Devinuwara, Gandara and Dikwella. The people in
these areas were seen running in panic, leavirig the
homes after the tremor made the earth tremble.

AFGHANISTAN - Two moderate earthquakes have
hit eastern Afghanistan, killing at least 19 pecghel
destroying dozens of homes. The US Geological
Survey says a 5.5-magnitude quake struck at 0157
local time (2127 GMT), followed by a 5.1-magnitude
aftershock two hours later. The quakes struck in
Nangarhar province, about 50 miles (80km) east of
Kabul near the Pakistan border. At least two védkag
were reported to have suffered serious damage
Villagers told reporters that the death toll waghtr.

VOLCANOES

RWANDA - An innovative plan to extract methane
gas from the depths of Lake Kivu in central Africa
might save millions from a deadly natural catadteop
and help solve this country's severe energy shertag
This month the New York-based energy company
Contour Global signed a $325 million deal to depelo
a power station using natural gas extracted frokelLa
Kivu. In the depths of Lake Kivu, an estimated 65
billion cubic meters of methane gas are dissolasd,
well as three times that amount of carbon dioxide.
Combined with the region’s almost constant volcanic
activity, these gases are a volatile and potentiall
deadly combination for the 2 million people whoeliv
around Lake Kivu. The heavy upper water keeps the
gas in place, much like a lid on a bottle of bdwen,
experts warn that a sudden increase in heat coulc
ignite the methane and break that seal in a
phenomenon known as "Lake Turnover," releasing a
toxic cloud of suffocating carbon dioxide. Not oy
the lake’s bed itself volcanic, but an active volca
overlooks the Congolese city of Goma just a few
miles from the lake's northern shore. Nyiragongt la
erupted seven years ago. Fractures yards wide dpene
up in the ground and rivers of lava poured out,
running through the city destroying everything in
their path and killing 150 people. The fractureseha
been moving closer to the town and the lake with
each eruption. “We expect the next eruption willabe
fracture opening up in the town. If that happensn@o

is finished. Right now the carbon dioxide and



methane below the surface of the lake do not pose
much of a danger. But if the lava flow from
Nyiragongo reaches the lake, it could force theegas
out. The poisonous cloud could spread for miles in
every direction killing all people, animals and &

It would be a biological extinction.” This is nadle
doomsday speculation. In 1986, seismic activity
caused Lake Nyos in Cameroon to release a massive
toxic cloud that killed 1,700 people in an 18-nalea
around the lake. Scientists have called the methrane
Lake Kivu a potential detonator for an explosioatth
could release a thousand times more gas than Lake
Nyos.

HAWAII - A magnitude-5.0 earthquake beneath the
south flank of Kilauea Volcano shook the entire Big
Island of Hawaii on Tuesday.

INDONESIA - Three volcanoes around the country
are currently on alert status and another 11 have
shown signs of increasing activity in the last nmont
an official said on Sunday. Officials had raiseeé th
status of Mount Ibu in Maluku Province in December
2008, Mount Semeru in East Java Province in early
March and Mount Karangetang in North Sulawesi
Province in mid-March. They have no predictions of
imminent eruptions, but warned locals to stay alétsi

a two-kilometer radius of each volcano due to the
increasing activity. “They are now dangerous for
local residents. Karangetang is dangerous forrgatg
deal of volcanic ash, lbu for its molten lava spaayl
Semeru for its eruption activity. We are monitoring
them intensively because there has been no sign of
decreasing activities.” Indonesia has the highest
number of active volcanoes of any country in the
world. In the past two years, Anak Krakatau off the
coast of Banten Province and Mount Merapi in
Central Java both showed signs of increasing aytivi
but neither had produced a serious eruption or any
fatalities.

ECUADOR - La Cumbre volcano is erupting in the
Galapagos Islands and could harm unique wildlige. L
Cumbre volcano began spewing lava, gas and smoke
on uninhabited Fernandina Island on Saturday after
four years of inactivity. The eruption is not aet to
people living on nearby Isabela Island. But lava
flowing to the sea will likely affect marine and
terrestrial iguanas, wolves and other fauna.
Fernandina is the island with the most volcanic
activity in the archipelago. La Cumbre last erupted
May 2005.

ALASKA - The Alaska Volcano Observatory says

the Redoubt volcano continues to produce many
small, discrete earthquakes. It also is producing a
steam plume.

TROPICAL STORMS

BANGLADESH - Cyclone Bijli, packing winds of
up to 90 kilometers (56 miles) an hour, lashed
Bangladesh's southeastern coastal area, damagin
houses and uprooting trees Friday. A few casualties
were reported after Cyclone Bijli weakened before
making landfall late Friday. "The cyclone was not
very strong. We took precautionary measures and all
people living in low-lying areas went to shelters.”
Those evacuated were allowed to return home on
Saturday morning. "Dozens of thatched houses were
destroyed in the cyclone and some trees were
uprooted.” Three people died, including a 50-yddr-o
man and a month-old baby, both of whom had
medical conditions that deteriorated while being
moved to the shelters. Rescue workers were still
trying to reach remote areas. The tide was low whic
meant the tidal surge was not too severe.

Tropical Cyclone Bijli, with sustained winds of 50
mph, is located off the coast of Orissa, India wuiltl
slightly strengthen while tracking to the northeast
along the coastline of Orissa, West Bengal,
Bangladesh before making landfall in the vicinity o
the Bangladesh and Myanmar boarder region on
Saturday.

MADAGASCAR - Five more people were found
dead in Madagascar after tropical cyclone Jade,
pushing the death toll to 15. A further 22,900 pgeop
were also registered as homeless, bringing the aumb
without shelter to over 60,800. The new deaths and
homeless figures were reported in the northeasterr
district of Antalaha, where Jade made landfall on
April 6. Officials had been unable to collect thatal
from the district because of rising waters in tiheaa
The emergency management office also reported tha
63 percent of Antalaha's coffee and vanilla crops,
region's key exports, were damaged. Three-quarters
of subsistence crops and 65 percent of fruit treare
destroyed. Madagascar's cyclone season runs fron
November to April. In January, at least nine people
were killed and more than 20,000 lost their homes
after two cyclones hit the Indian Ocean Island.

BANGLADESH advised ports to hoist cautionary
signals and asked all fishing boats and trawletgamo
venture into deep seas as a tropical storm [Cyclone
Bijli] brewed in the Bay of Bengal on Wednesday.



The storm packing winds up to 50 km (31 miles) was
1,135 km (710 miles) southwest of the country'srmai
Chittagong port at 0000 GMT. "It (the storm) isdik

to intensify and move in a northwesterly (towarlals t
Indian coast) direction."”

Numerical weather prediction models suggested
that the system may not cross the east coast but
instead re-curve in a northeasterly direction. Time
predictions, 01B [Bijli] has tracked initially ndrt
northwest (towards India’s southeastern coast) and
will keep doing so for another day to reach within
striking distance off Orissa coast. Nearly all
international models see the system being steered
away east-northeast over the next 24 hours unéer th
influence of a big seasonal anti-cyclone coming int
its own over North and Northwest India. Internaéibn
models predict a likely landfall over the Myanmar
coast, but the cyclone will keep the entire Andhra

West Africa faces 'megadroughts’ -DROUGHTS
LASTING CENTURIES occur regularly in West
Africa, scientists find - and another one is coming
climate change or not. Analysis of sediments in a
Ghanaian lake shows the last of these "megadrdughts
ended 250 years ago. Man-made climate change ma:
make the situation worse. But the droughts areggoin
to happen again anyway, and societies should begir
planning for them. "It's disconcerting - it suggest
we're vulnerable to A LONGER-LASTING
DROUGHT THAN WE'VE SEEN IN OUR
LIFETIME." Droughts lasting a few decades appear
to be linked to the Atlantic Multidecadal Oscilltai
(AMO), a natural climatic cycle in which sea sudac
temperatures in the tropical Atlantic Ocean vargrov
time. However, the cause of the longer, multi-cgntu
droughts is not clear. "That's one of the scaryetsp

- we have no idea what causes them." There appear

Pradesh-Orissa-West Bengal coast on tenterhooks as to be a similarity between the outlook for Westiédr

it is put through the paces by an overarching anti-
cyclone and a prevailing western disturbance. The
strongest impact on the Indian coast could likety b
off the Orissa coast (around Bhubaneshwar) over the
next two days, and later Kolkata. In neighboring
Bangladesh, Cox Bazaar, Chittagong and Dhaka too
might feel the ‘gust’ as it careens off for its ateal
landfall just to the south. Another round of
intensification is indicated in three days; with
prevailing wind speeds touching 111 km/hour gusting
to 138 km/hour when 01B could be prowling the
waters just south off the West Bengal coast. If wil
more or less mimic the path, if not the destructive
behaviour, of killer cyclone Nargis of last yeaaith
killed lakhs of people in one of Asia’s largesteric
growing belts and devastated acres and acres of the
standing crop.

EXTREME HEAT / WILDFIRES /
DROUGHT / CLIMATE CHANGE

Forests' role as massive carbon sinks it risk of
being lost entirely”, top forestry scientists have
warned. Forests are under increasing degreesesfsstr
as a result of climate change. Forests could releas
vast amounts of carbon if temperatures rise 2.5C
(4.5F) above pre-industrial levels. "We normally
think of forests as putting the brakes on global
warming. But over the next few decades, damage
induced by climate change could cause forests to
release huge quantities of carbon and create a
situation in which they do more to accelerate
warming than to slow it down."

and the southwestern portion of the US. There,
research has also shown a history of shorter anc
longer droughts.

Dust plays larger than expected role in
determining Atlantic temperature - The recent
warming trend in the Atlantic Ocean is largely dae
reductions in airborne dust and volcanic emissions
during the past 30 years, according to a new study.
Since 1980, the tropical North Atlantic has been
warming by an average of a quarter-degree Celsius (
half-degree Fahrenheit) per decade. Though this
number sounds small, it can translate to big ingact
on hurricanes, which thrive on warmer water. For
example, the ocean temperature difference betweer
1994, a quiet hurricane year, and 2005's record-
breaking year of storms, was just one degree
Fahrenheit. More than two-thirds of this upwaradtte

in recent decades can be attributed to changes ir
African dust storm and tropical volcano activity
during that time. African dust and other airborne
particles can suppress hurricane activity by rauyci
how much sunlight reaches the ocean and keeping th
sea surface cool. Dusty years predict mild hurecan
seasons, while years with low dust activity - intthg
2004 and 2005 - have been linked to stronger and
more frequent storms. 70% of the upward pattern of
warming in the Atlantic is being forced by the
combination of dust and volcanoes, and about 25% of
it is just from the dust storms themselves. Onlguib
30% of the observed Atlantic temperature increases
are due to other factors, such as a warming climate
While not discounting the importance of global
warming, this adjustment brings the estimate of



global warming impact on the Atlantic more intodin
with the smaller degree of ocean warming seen

timber up to eight centuries old in Oxbow Regional
Park near Troutdale in late March. Metro naturalist

elsewhere, such as the Pacific. "This makes sense, hypothesize that a "microburst extreme weather

because we don't really expect global warming to
make the ocean [temperature] increase that fast." N
one yet understands what drives dust variabilibyrfr
year to year. "We don't really understand how dasist
going to change in these climate projections, and
changes in dust could have a really good effec or
really bad effect.”

Even a slight increase in temperaturecould result
in drought-stricken trees dying five times faster.

MYSTERY BOOMS / SKYQUAKES-

CANADA - 4/17/09 - Vancouver residents report
mysterious, very loud, sound - Much of Vancouver
got an ear-splitting wakeup call Friday morning. Va
it an explosion? A volcanic eruption? A thunder@lap
No one had an definitive explanation, despite many
theories about the big bang that shook Vancouver
shortly after 6 a.m. "We did have a weather front
move through the area in the early-morning hours.
But there were no lightning strikes at all in threa"
Seismic monitors registered nothing out of the
ordinary.

HEAVY RAINS / FLOODING /
LANDSLIDES / UNUSUAL & OUT-OF-
SEASON WEATHER -

TEXAS - Massive storms swept across Southeast
Texas Saturday, claiming the lives of five Houston
children who drowned in a Lincoln Town Car that

was overcome by high water. Rainfall that severe is
usually only seen in tropical storm conditions.

ALABAMA - The gravity wave that hit Scottsboro
early Monday morning, causing widespread damage
and destruction, was a 'RARE OCCURRENCE'. A
gravity wave is a vertical wave produced by
mountains and thunderstorm updrafts. The air is
forced to rise in stable air. Over time, it is fedcto
sink back down and momentum increases the wind
speed. It continues to rise and sink and its' gitgn

event" - an intense downdraft of wind - occurred
between 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. March 28, felling about
20 trees and shearing others off 15 feet abovengrou
Some of the trees are believed to have been sapling
around the time King John of England signed the
Magna Carta in 1215, a turning point in the creatio
of constitutional law. Downdrafts begin as a column
of rapidly falling cold air that, once they hit the
ground, can accelerate to 120 mph or more. Like a
tornado in reverse, these extreme downdrafts disper
quickly. The Western red cedar, Western hemlock
and Douglas fir, some up to 800 years old, felhin
symmetrical pattern along the park's main road,
pushed downhill and towards the Sandy River.

NORTH DAKOTA - Last month's RECORD-
SETTING RAIN was an incredible 63% higher than
the previous record of 2.83 inches, and is likely a
record that will not be broken.

CANADA - Massive ice floes from the Red River
destroyed homes north of Winnipeg on Sunday as the
floes were carried overland by flood waters.

SRI LANKA - The Meteorology Department has
warned the public to be extra careful and vigilawer

the next few weeks, during which heavy
thunderstorms are expected. The prevailing inter-
monsoonal weather conditions have been exacerbate:
by an inter-tropical convergence zone that has éorm
over the country. The inter-tropical convergenceezo

is the result of winds from the southern and narthe
hemispheres colliding. The UNUSUAL weather was
characterized by UNUSUAL cloud formations.

TSUNAMI / FREAK WAVES /
ABNORMAL TIDES / RISING SEA
LEVELS —

SOLOMON ISLANDS - Deadly Pacific quake keeps
surprising scientists - The 2007 earthquake in the
Solomon Islands that launched a deadly tsunami is
raising a host of challenges for scientists workiog

increases and decreases. Gravity waves usually come understand what happened. The quake generated

in behind thunder storms. "It's VERY RARE. It might
happen once every five years or so." The high winds
lasted up to three hours. Most times winds thainggr
last about 30 minutes.

OREGON - Intense winds in an EXTREMELY
RARE WEATHER EVENT destroyed Old Growth

larger-than-expected tsunami that claimed 52 lives
and caused extensive property damage in an area ths
had little seismic activity previously. Quakes aofte

occur in areas where one of the plates that make uy
the crust of the earth is moving downward, beneath
another section of crust, a process called submhucti

But researchers report that in the Solomon Islands



guake there were actually three sections of crust
involved, two of them sliding at different rates
beneath the third. The Australia Plate is moving
beneath the Pacific Plate at about 5.5 inches-B-yea
while the adjacent Solomon Plate is moving about 4
inches-a-year. In addition, the Australia and Sa@om
plates are moving in slightly different directiofi$he
quake started in the boundary between the Australia
and Pacific plates, and then suddenly jumped to the
Solomon-Pacific boundary. "Normally we think
earthquakes should stop at the plate boundaries.”
When the earthquake moved from one plate to the
other, it quickly changed direction, mimicking the
different plate motion directions of the plates
involved: "I DO NOT KNOW OF ANY OTHER
PLACE WHERE WE HAVE OBSERVED THAT
BEHAVIOR DURING AN EARTHQUAKE
BEFORE, but it most certainly has happened here
before." The combination of motions caused the
Pacific plate to bunch up by a couple of yards. And
that uplift is probably the reason for the unexpdct
size of the tsunami waves that followed. Coralnda

are common in that area, and they may be the result
of similar previous instances of uplift. This issal
some of the youngest oceanic crust known to be
subducting and seismologists do not expect young
sections of the Earth's crust to be locations gioma
earthquakes.

HEAVY SNOW / EXTREME COLD -

ARCTIC - Extreme weather conditions are
hampering attempts by a team of three British
explorers to survey the Arctic sea ice around the
North Pole. "The extreme weather, even by Arctic
standards, has affected much of the team's standard
kit. They've had breakages to equipment such as
stoves and skis because of the harsh conditions."
Typical daily temperatures are still as low as -40C
with significant wind chill plunging temperatureslls
lower. Despite equipment failures, the team has bee
able to continue their work using more traditional
survey methods. They show the floating sea ice over
which the team travelled in the early stage ofrthei
expedition is predominantly "new ice", with an
average thickness of 1.77m. Finding "first yeal ice

this part of the ocean had been unexpected,
suggesting that the older, thicker ice had eithelted

or moved to a different part of the ocean. "To
discover that there's virtually no 'multi year igethis

part of the transect is a real surprise." The fyesar

ice will only have formed since September 2008 and,
being thinner, is less likely to survive the Arigic

annual summer thaw. It points to an ever-smaller
summer ice covering around the North Pole this.year

HEALTH THREATS -

Fruit and vegetables allergies soaring “We have
seen a big rise in the number of cases in thefpast

to five years. It is a bit like the peanut allenggs the
epidemic of the 1990s. I think fruit and vegetaldes
becoming the epidemic now." "Normally we would
see this among young adults as they start to develo
hay fever but we are starting to see more of itragno
young children. As there is more allergy, the siyer
seems to be increasing and the patterns are clgahgin
Particles from diesel exhaust may be making the
situation worse as these make pollen more allecgeni

10 simple ways to beat the blues UK charities are
calling for a nationwide campaign to help promote
mental health after a survey suggested more people
are growing anxious.

SOLAR WEATHER -

The Sun currently emits less radio noise THAN
AT ANY POINT SINCE 1955. The solar wind
pressure is currently LOWER THAN AT ANY
OTHER RECORDED TIME (NASA first kept track
in the 1960's). More galactic cosmic rays (GCRS)
bombard the Earth now THAN AT ANY OTHER
RECORDED TIME (due to the low solar wind
pressure). This means you're soaking up an exta do
of GCRs if you fly in an airplane or live at a vdrigh
altitude. Satellites are currently experiencingsles
atmospheric drag than normal, resulting in greater
orbital stability with less fuel expended for stei
keeping. Since 2004, we've had 602 sunspot-free
days. The typical Solar Minimum lasts for 485 days.
91 days in 2009 have been sunspot-free (that's@8%
all days so far).

The most powerful solar explosions are now
moving in slow motion. "Lately, coronal mass
ejections (CMEs) have become very slow, so slow
that they have to be dragged away from the sumdy t
solar wind." A researcher who has examined
thousands of CMEs recorded by SOHO over the pasit
13 years said he's RARELY SEEN such plodding
explosions. In active times, CMEs can blast away
from the sun faster than 1000 km/s. Even during the
solar minimum of 1996, CMEs often revved up to
500 or 600 km/s. "Almost all the CMEs we've seen
since the end of April 2008, however, are very slow



less than 300 km/s." Is this just another way @frga
"the sun is very quiet?" Or do slow-motion CMEs
represent a new phenomena?

Signsin False
Shepherds
& False Religion

For among them are those who worm their
way into households and capture idle women
burdened down with sins, led along by a
variety of passions, always learning and
never able to come to a knowledge of the
truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres resisted
Moses, so these also resist the truth, men
who are corrupt in mind, worthless in regard

to the faith. But they will not make further
progress, for their lack of understanding will

be clear to all, as theirs was also.
2 Timothy 3:6-9

Churches are in the Resurrection 'business'
By REV. CLARKE FRENCH

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2009

Editor's note: The following is the Easter sermareg by the
Rev. Clarke French, rector of Trinity Episcopal €tuin
Watertown.

Few things in life are absolutely certain thesesddfy
you had told me last Easter that this year we woeld
celebrating the Resurrection in the midst of thestvo
financial crisis since the Great Depression, | wlatil
have believed you. It goes to show just how fidkle
changes and chances of our vulnerable world can be.

But one thing | can rely on year after year is that

certain news media will take aim at Christianitystj

as we prepare to celebrate our most joyous dayy Ear

last week the New York Post broke the story about a
former colleague of mine from Staten Island who,

over the course of the last three years, embezzlec
almost $85,000 of church funds to finance several
Botox and plastic surgery treatments. The Post,
known for its salacious headlines, dubbed him Friar
Tuck. Ouch. Everything about the case was sad — not
the least its timing.

But the piece that most caught my attention was the
cover story in Newsweek. The article, once again,
proclaimed the end of "Christian America" — a
phrase that is now so overused so as to beconteclic
Christian America's days are numbered, Newsweek
proclaims, as the U.S. Northeast — the birthplaice o
American Christianity — quickly catches up to the
Northwest as the "most unchurched part of the
country.” What rarely gets covered in the pages of
Newsweek, though, is that the only group shrinking
faster than churchgoers are readers of printed
magazines like Newsweek and Time. The times, they
are a changin'.

This year, many churches across America will come
to the conclusion that they are no longer finamgial
able to keep open their doors or to exist in thgsia
which they have become accustomed. Hit with the
"double whammy" of underwater portfolios and the



diminished affluence of their biggest contributdise
"economics" of church life will likely prove to be
harsh lesson in supply and demand.

And their demise will be quietly observed. Unliket
Big Three automakers and the Wall Street investment
houses, no federal bailout or stimulus dollars will
flow to the churches of "Christian America." Thado

of countless feeding programs and the critical seed
many churches provide to the least and the unliggly
our land will, | suppose, either disappear entirety

be subsumed into a taxpayer-funded relief agency.

But is the news all bad? Not for people who aren't
afraid of the occasional reality check. All acrdbs
country the captains of industry along with the
directors of nonprofits are sitting around boarboléa
and asking the question, "What do we need to be in
order to be around next year, or in 10 years, &0

It's another way of asking: "What is the best thing
about us?" What would folks miss the most were we
to disappear?

Hold that thought. I've been a member of a churgh m
entire life: big ones, little ones, "resourced" sraand
struggling ones. And | have seen with my own eyes
how a dedicated core group of members keep the
gears turning. | have also watched, with not aelitt
pain, how that core group works harder and harder
each year to keep alive its activities and tradgio
And the disappointment | see in their eyes wheadac
with the law of diminishing returns is heartbreakin
For church members who remember the days when
they had to put chairs in the aisles to accommodate
the crowds, the pain is even more acute. They
remember what their church once was and they grieve
its loss.

arts are properly celebrated, where concerneceosiz
can raise their voices, these things — good in@nd
themselves — these things do not point to our trues
identity. They do not completely speak to the one
thing that we need to do the best. They are not
substitutes for Resurrection! And when we hold them
up to be, we become the church equivalent of
automakers who make cars nobody wants to buy.

So what does being a force for Resurrection look
like? Well, it's hard work, let me tell you. Therye
first witnesses of the Resurrection were so frigate

by the idea that they fled the scene and said mgti
anyone! But then, like now, there has never been
more of a need for the news of Resurrection. Bexaus
in Jesus we meet the one Man whose message C
service and eternal life cuts through our self-dielns

and entitlement. In Jesus we meet the one Being whc
made our being of value. We owe him everything we
are, everything we have, everything we hope to
become. And when we are about anything other than
him and his Resurrection, we are nothing but thseve
of glory.

Resurrection must be preceded by death. Simple fact
| guess. And if "Christian America" needs to die, s
be it. Hopefully along with it will die the idea of
cultural Christianity. As the English evangelisickly
Gumbel famously stated, "Being born in a Christian
country doesn't make you a Christian any more than
being born in a McDonald's makes you a hamburger."
Jesus — as much as he loves us, as much as he war
nothing more than for us to walk together with ki#m
Jesus remains a choice.

So the bells will ring this day across this citydan
across this country, but the people who hear them
need to hear something else too. They need to hea

But there is hope. There is hope because those sameyou. They need you to get into the business of
core members — the 20 percent of churchgoers that Resurrection. They need you to tell them that you

do 80 percent of the work — those same dedicated
folks are beginning to ask the questions that Big

know a Person who can help them become their trues
selves. They need you to introduce them to Jesus

Business is asking. What's the best thing about us? Welcome to the world Jesus died to save. Welcome tc

What is the one thing that makes us truly authentic
completely in touch with our truest identity? And
when churches ask those questions, they inevitably
come to conclude that churches aren't in the social
club business. We aren't in the cultural businéss.
aren't in the community awareness business. We
aren't in the political business. We are in thermss

of Resurrection.

While many churches are indeed places where a
warm welcome can be found, where music and the

the Resurrection. Amen.




Is Joel Osteen's Message Recession Proof?
April 13, 2009
The Wall Street Journal

If you've made your reputation by preaching that
folks can achieve happiness and prosperity thraugh
positive attitude, what do you tell them after threy
been laid off?

Joel Osteen has become one of the most popular
preachers in America, filling a basketball arenahea
Sunday in part with a message that God will reward
an optimistic approach. "God wants to increase you
financially, by giving you promotions, fresh ideasd
creativity," he wrote in his bestselling book, "You
Best Life Now."

| asked him, if a positive disposition is supposed
bring you success, how should you interpret it if
you're failing economically? Do hard times flow o
grumpy dispositions?

"People in tough times -- it doesn't mean they tdon'
have a great attitude,” Mr. Osteen told me at Tlal W
Street Journal's office after scoping out Yankee
Stadium where he will preach on April 25. "All
through the scripture there's people like Josepgto]w
was treated so unfairly [and] spent 13 years isqori
for something he didn't do. But he kept that good
attitude, and in the end, he saw God's blessing and
favor. | wouldn't ever say if you're having tougiées
then there must be something wrong with you or your
attitude. Life's a fight. It's a good fight of faitl
encourage people to stay up, stay hopeful, staly-fai
filled."

In fact, rather than making Mr. Osteen's messagg le
relevant, the economic downturn may make it more
appealing -- a way people can armor themselves for
hard times. "l believe that when you think of the
negative, and you get up discouraged -- there's
nothing good in my future -- | really believe ihabst

ties the hands of God. God works where there's an
attitude of faith. | believe faith is all about heap

Mr. Osteen's message has always been as much abo
happiness -- peace of mind, good relationships-- a
financial lucre. He's a cross between Norman Vihcen
Peale's power of positive thinking and the theolofyy
NBC's "My Name Is Earl" -- that if you do bad theng

to others, bad things will happen to you, and vice
versa. "l believe God's keeping the records, and |
believe you will be rewarded even in this life.
Somehow, some way, God will make it up to you. It
may be He protected you from an accident you never
knew. You can't give God something without God
giving you more in return, whether it's peace grgo
satisfaction.”

In one part of the interview, Mr. Osteen said hd ha
avoided being called an evangelical because of its
conservative political association. When asked if
Christian leaders focusing on culture war issuemy-
marriage and abortion -- have driven people away
from Christianity, he answered, "I feel myself many
times in those same shoes. There was a time where
thought, 'l don't want to be known as an evangglica
because, at the time, that meant you were a
Republican that was against everything.' | thirdd'th
changed. | don't want people to look at me as their
minister and say, 'He's a Republican, and he'sxagai
this, that and the other' -- because my churchaden
up of all different types of people.”

Mr. Osteen attributes his resolution to be politica
neutral to his father, also a preacher, who avoided
politics "because he didn't want to divide the
audience...Our message is about spreading Christ"
love to everybody. If you look at somebody and say
he's against that or he's on that side, to me, lpeop
start turning you off."

One of the more endearing things about Mr. Osteen i
how often he says, "I don't know." When asked what
message God might be sending through the bad
economy, he said he didn't know, before describing
how people can nonetheless get strength from God fo
hard times. Contrast that with other preachers who
have ascribed hurricanes and terrorist attack$éo t
legality of abortion or gay rights. People can mock
Mr. Osteen for his relentless cheerfulness -- h® ha
been criticized for preaching “cotton candy"
Christianity because he deemphasizes the challgngin
aspects of Christianity, including the sinful natwf
man and God's judgment. But they have to reckon
with the fact that, whatever you call it, Mr. Ogt&e
message is resonating.




What vicious God would demand Jesus
sacrificed for our sins? We should ditch

this view of Easter
By: Giles Fraser (Giles Fraser is the vicar of Ryjn
The Guardian, Saturday 11 April 2009

The cathedral church of Sefwi-Wiawso, set on tlge to
of a hill in a remote part of western Ghana, looks
over miles of what was once forest. The land from
here and across the border to nearby Ivory Coast is
where the majority of the world's chocolate comes
from. The chances are the chocolate in your Easter
egg comes from somewhere nearby. But in order to
produce more chocolate, vast areas of the fores ha
been hacked down and converted to cocoa
production, with the result that much of the good s

iIs washed away when the rain comes.

There are echoes here of past miseries. For the
European sweet tooth drove the slave trade in8tie 1
century, creating the demand for sugar that letthe¢o
capture and forced deportation of millions of Afis

to work on the plantations of the new world. Huge
seaside forts were built on the then Gold Coasicto

as holding pens for slaves. And above these prjsons
the Europeans built their churches and chapelsrGiv
the way Christianity arrived on the west coast of
Africa, it amazes me that it has flourished asas.h

This year | was made an honorary canon of the
cathedral in Sefwi-Wiawso. Don't think Durham or
Winchester. My adopted cathedral has no roof or
doors or windows. Eagles circle overhead. Only vast
clouds of incense keep the hornets at bay. And the
service lasts for hours and hours, for they doghin
"properly” in Sefwi-Wiawso, and the Holy Week
services will have been a thing to behold.

But what would | have made of yesterday's Good
Friday service? Could | really have coped withtladit
sacrificial imagery so commonly applied to the Heat
of Christ? For this is also a region with a frighitey
reputation as a centre for ritual murders.

Last time | was in Wiawso, four men were arrested i

a local village, not far from the cathedral, fovimag
taken part in the ritualized murder of a disableahm

a hunchback. He was staked out and dismembered
The men involved went on to sell his body parts for
large sums of money to witchdoctors. Pregnant
women and children have also been targeted, with
Ghanaian newspapers reporting that a human heat
can be traded locally for a Kia truck.

Thinking about the celebration of Holy Week in my
new adopted cathedral brings home to me quite how
important it is for Christians to insist upon a non
sacrificial reading of the death of Christ. For tong,
Christians have put up with a theory of salvatioat t
has at its core the idea that God requires thefigacr

of his own son so that human sin can be cancelled.
"There was no other good enough to pay the price of
sin,” we will all sing. The fact this is a disgum]i
idea, and morally degenerate, is obvious to all but
those indoctrinated into a very narrow readinghaf t
Cross.

No, Jesus is not a blood sacrifice to appeaseiaugc
God. The story is not an endorsement of the idat th
sacrifice brings peace with God but an attack ofi it
desire mercy, not sacrifice,” Jesus insists, goimgo
side with the scapegoats themselves. The Gospel it
clear. I am with the hunchback. | am with the oastc
out. He became one with the rejected and the cdst o
And thus he suffered the same fate. This is not to
endorse sacrificial theology but to condemn it.

Yet despite this clear identification with the ot
much official Christianity holds on to the sacrific
reading of Christ's death. The present pope has
insisted that the Eucharist must be seen as disacri
rather than as a meal among friends, and evangelica
Christians remain committed to their theory of Ghri
being sacrificed to offset human sin. Lord have
mercy.

Richer than St Paul's: church that attracts

8,000 congregation to a disused cinema
By Robert Booth

The Guardian, Saturday 11 April 2009

» Controversial pastor says God wants you wealthy



« Growing popularity leads to assets of £22.9m

A Pentecostal church based in a disused cinema in
north-east London has emerged as one of the
country's richest religious institutions.

The Kingsway International Christian Centre, in

Walthamstow, has filed company accounts which
reveal it made a £4.9m profit over the last 18 rhent

It also has assets of £22.9m - more than threestime
the amount held by the foundation which maintains S
Paul's Cathedral.

The church is led by a controversial Nigerian pgsto
Matthew Ashimolowo, who earns a salary of
£100,000 a year and preaches that God wants you
rich.

His church's wealth stems largely from the donation

it encourages from its 8,000-strong largely African

and Caribbean congregation. They gave £9.5m in
tithes and offerings in the 18 months to April 2008

dwarfing the £33,000 that the average Church of
England congregation gave over the same period.

Rather than a more traditional plate collectiomfe
are handed out to worshippers so they can make bank
transfers at some services.

KICC's wealth is the clearest sign yet of the gatige
popularity of evangelical Pentecostalism whichhis t
only growing branch of Christianity in the UK with
an estimated 300,000 weekly worshippers. This
Easter Sunday KICC is running five services over 12
hours which are expected to attract 5,000
worshippers, more than Westminster Abbey and St
Paul's Cathedral together.

The church's increasing wealth represents a
transformation in its fortunes after the discovary
2005 by Charity Commission investigators of
financial irregularities. Ashimolowo was ordered to
repay £200,000 after it emerged he used churchsasse
to buy a £13,000 Florida timeshare and £120,000 on
his birthday celebrations, including £80,000 oraa c
New trustees were appointed and Ashimolowo was
removed from his role as chief executive.

"The last 18 months have been a period of incredibl
journey in the life of KICC," said Ashimolowo in a
preface to the accounts. "It has been very exciiing
see God move the ministry from one level to another
as we witness the increased manifestation of His

glory."

Ashimolowo is understood to earn his salary from
preaching as well as royalties from sermons puétish
in books and on DVDs through his own company.
Matthew Ashimolowo Media Ministries made a profit
of close to £60,000 in 2003. It has not filed acteu
of trading since then although it still operates.

Four KICC directors earn between £60,000 and
£80,000 each. By contrast, a typical Church of
England vicar earns around £21,500 and even the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who has responsibility fo
an active congregation of close to a million pepple
only earns £68,740 a year.

"This is a very well-financed business," said a tax
accountant who examined the accounts for the
Guardian. "It holds more than £16m in short term
investments. | am the honorary auditor of my local
church and they have just £20,000 on deposit."”

The accountant, who asked not to be named becaus
his firm audits other wealthy Pentecostal churches,
estimated the KICC had avoided a tax bill of astea
£1.3m as a result of its charitable status.

Senior KICC officials denied the surplus meant they
were taking too much from their worshippers, many
of whom live in the poorest parts of London. "Peopl
give because of how they have been blessed by wha
they receive from the church the teaching, the qaray
and the church community,” said Soji Otudeko,
director of finance. "People give voluntarily and
because of their love of the work of God."

"The teaching of the church is very much about-self
development,” said James McGlashan, a former oil
executive who is now KICC's chief operating officer
"If that is preaching wealth then we are preaching
wealth. Becoming financially independent, owning a
house, getting a degree and a better job is good."”

The church's International Gathering of Champions
conference at the Excel centre in east London last
August attracted 94,000 visitors over eight dayse T
key message was that God wants you rich and
believers are "empowered to prosper".

According to the accounts filed with Companies

House, KICC finances were boosted by the sale for
£10.1m of its Waterden Road home in Hackney to the
London Development Agency which needed the site
for the 2012 Olympics. It is planning to spend

between £50m and £80m on a five-year project to
build a complex at a site in Rainham, Essex, with



capacity for 8,000 worshippers, classrooms, a TV
studio, bookstore and offices.

Its plans have been the subject of a public inquiry
which finished last month and a planning inspe@or
due to report to Hazel Blears, the communities
secretary. The plans were originally rejected by th
Thames Gateway Development Corporation, and the
church feels it is facing undue opposition to @pid
expansion.

"l think the way the KICC has been treated has been
unfair," said Otudeko. "Britain has become a lass a
less Christian place and planning law seems to no
longer recognise places of worship in the system. |
don't think any non-religious organisation would/@a
been treated this way."

Afghan Cleric Defends Law Legalizing
Rape in Marriage

Saturday, April 11, 2009

Associated Press

KABUL — A key backer of an Afghan law that
critics say legalizes marital rape and rolls back
women's rights rejected an international outcry as
foreign meddling on Saturday and insisted the law
offers women many protections.

The law, passed last month, says a husband can
demand sex with his wife every four days unless she
is ill or would be harmed by intercourse, and
regulates when and for what reasons a wife mayeleav
her home alone.

"It is essential for the woman to submit to the man
sexual desire," the law says.

The legislation has raised the specter of the d&pos
hard-line Taliban regime, which fell in 2001 aftbe
U.S. invaded Afghanistan. The Taliban required
women to wear all-covering burgas and banned them
from leaving home without a male relative.

Following an international uproar over the new law,
which President Barack Obama called "abhorrent,"

Afghan President Hamid Karzai put it under review.
The move puts enforcement on hold.

Mohammad Asif Mohseni, a top Afghan cleric and
one of the law's main drafters, said the legistatio
cannot be revoked or changed because it was enacte
through a legislative process — passed by both
houses of parliament and signed by Karzai.

"The Westerners claim that they have brought
democracy to Afghanistan. What does democracy
mean? It means government by the people for the
people. They should let the people use these
democratic rights,” Mohseni told reporters in the
capital, Kabul.

Surrounded by supporters, Mohseni unfurled reams of
paper with hundreds of women's signatures and
thumbprints backing the law. The legislation came
out of three years of debate and revision involving
both Islamic scholars and members of parliament,
Mohseni said.

Afghanistan is an Islamic state and its constitutio
defers to the Quran as the ultimate authority. Mahs
said the law simply reiterates rules from Islant$yh
book.

"In Shariah law, it states that a woman cannot g o
without the permission of her husband,” he said. He
argued that the law is permissive because it allaws
woman to go out for a medical emergency or other
urgent reason without asking.

Mohseni said much of the uproar has come from
people misinterpreting the law. He said a woman can
refuse sex with her husband for many reasons beyonc
iliness, including fasting for Ramadan, prepariogd
pilgrimage, menstruating, or recovering from giving
birth.

Mohseni also argued that the law can be interprited
mean simply sleeping in the same room as a couple
every four nights, but an Associated Press translat
of the pertinent article suggests this reading is
unlikely.

The law says that every fourth day a man "can pass
the night with his wife, unless it is harmful fatheer
side, or either of them is suffering from any kiofl
sexual disease."

"If she is not sick, and if she does not have agroth
problem, it is the right of a man to ask for sexd ahe
should make herself ready for it,” Mohseni expldine



Though the law only applies to the country's Shiite
population — 10 percent to 20 percent of
Afghanistan’'s 30 million people — Mohseni, the
country's top Shiite cleric, said most of the debc
could also be applied to Sunnis. A prominent Sunni
cleric, Mawlawi Habibullah Ahsam, said the rules
about women submitting to sex and leaving the home
would also be acceptable to Sunnis.

Earlier this week, dozens of Afghan lawmakers and
officials condemned the legislation, saying it
encourages re-Talibanization.

Much has improved for women since the fall of the
Taliban. Millions of girls now attend school, and
many women own businesses. Of 351
parliamentarians, 89 are women. But in the
conservative country, critics fear those gains d@oul
easily be reversed.

Mohseni argued that women and men are very far
from equal in today's Afghanistan and should not be
treated as such. He said many rural women are
illiterate and would not be able to find work. Mare
typically expected to provide for their wives and
children.

"For all these expenses, can't we at least giveighée
to a husband to demand sex from his wife after four
nights?" he said.

Faith under Fire

“Blessed are you when they insult you and
persecute you and falsely say every kind of
evil against you because of me. Be glad and
rejoice, because your reward is great in
heaven. For that is how they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”
Matthew 5:11-12

“You will be hated by everyone because of
my name. But the one who endured to the
end will be delivered.”
Matthew 10:22




YouTube community tells kid to kill

himself

Christian 12-year-old slammed for posting views on
homosexuality

By Drew Zahn

April 11, 2009

WorldNetDaily

A self-described Christian 12-year-old boy who dare
post his views on same-sex marriage on the popular
Internet video site, YouTube, has since been ridctu
and insulted by tens of thousands of comments that
attack the boy, his sexuality and his faith.

"Kill Christianity, and then kill yourself," respded a
YouTube community member identified
greenacidfusion.

as

A commenter calling himself WizzyBoy 520 added,
"How do you know the Bible isn't full of lies? You,
just like everyone who is against gay marriagea is
mentally retarded bigot. No exceptions. Now go-+o h

Thousands of others have simply slammed the boy by
calling him a "homo" or making comments like the
one from chaol29: "You are against gay marriage
because you are a fag in denial.”

The boy identifies himself only by the name Scotl a
the YouTube member name ChristianU2uber. His 13
videos have become a YouTube sensation,
approaching 1 million hits over the last four weeks
making ChristianU2ber the thirteenth most-viewed
YouTube contributor in the "Gurus" channel over the
past month.

With his popularity, however, have come tens of
thousands of comments from the YouTube
community, the vast majority of them insulting. His
video "Gay Marriage — Is It Right or Wrong?"
generated over 11,000 comments by press time,
mostly critical, many laced with profanity.

ChristianU2ber claims on his YouTube channel, "I
am a Christian, and | love to upload videos thathe
you what Christianity is all about.”

When he addressed the issue of homosexual marriage
however, the backlash grew so furious and profane
that even outspoken atheists on YouTube have come
to ChristianU2ber's defense.

"l can't believe it. I'm watching these video respes,
these comments to ChristianU2uber, who is a 12-
year-old, and you people are trying to blast him to
oblivion," says self-described atheist
TOMMYfromtheBRONX in a YouTube video of his
own. "Does everyone have to act 12 years old, just
because he's 12 years old?"

TOMMY continues, "Of course | don't believe and
agree with what he has to say, but | was saying the
same thing he is when | was 12. Instead of mocking
and ridiculing this kid, why don't we show him the
other side and let him judge for himself?"

"When a person makes an insulting claim, they are
more than worthy of ridicule,” writes another
YouTuber identified as godlessmessiah, "But when
the person making the claim is a child who obvigusl
doesn't know better, the last thing we (as atheists
should ever do is what people are doing in thigas

Subjecting himself again to the stream of critigism
ChristianU2uber crafted a response to what hecalle
"hateful comments" made about his videos.

"Before you put another mean comment on one of my
videos, | just want you to stop and take a second t
listen to yourself,” says ChristianU2uber. "A ldt o
people are putting bad words and really mean
comments on my videos, and | really don't likeitit;
makes me sad. | work hard because on YouTube |
want to be informative and | want to teach peobéd t
there is a God and to make this world a bettereptac

He concludes, "Just settle down a little bit. Pé®as
For me?"

At press time, the most recent response to
ChristianU2uber's plea for civility came from a fys
identified as goatchad: "l stopped and took a sg&con
to listen to myself," wrote goatchad, "But it jusade

me realize what a complete c--- you are. Pleasé die




Wives stoned protesting law requiring

regular sex

'Death to the slaves of the Christians,' yells teotsis crowd
pelting rocks

April 15, 2009

By Aaron Klein

WorldNetDaily

JERUSALEM - Hundreds of Afghan women
reportedly were pelted with stones today in thdatahp
Kabul while protesting a law that gives husbands th
right to demand sex with a wife every four days
unless she is ill or would be physically harmed by
intercourse.

The law, passed last month, would legalize marital
rape, critics contend. It also requires a wife ¢eks
her husband's permission to go outside in public.

"We don't want Taliban law,” said one female
protester, referring to the fundamentalist Islamist
movement that governed Afghanistan until the U.S.
invasion following the 9/11 attacks.

The law only applies to Shiite families in
Afghanistan, who comprise about 10 to 20 percent of
the country's 30 million strong population.

The law states: "Obedience, readiness for intessour
and not leaving the house without the permission of
the husband are the duties of the wife.

"As long as the husband is not traveling, he has th
right to have sexual intercourse with his wife gver
fourth night," it says.

The Shiite law also gives the father full custodyalb
children in any divorce. It mandates that men must
have sex with their wives at least once every four
months.

According to reports from Afghanistan, some 1,000
people stormed a protest of about 300 women rajlyin
against the new law, pelting the female activistit w
stones and gravel as police tried to keep the two
groups apart.

Some of the counter-protesters shouted at the women
"Death to the slaves of the Christians."

Others, reportedly men,
"Whores!"

yelled to the women,

President Hamid Karzai previously told the media th
Shiite family law is being reviewed by the courdry'
Justice Department and will not be implementedsn i
current form.

Governments and human rights organizations arounc
the world have condemned the law. Earlier this
month, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met Karza
at The Hague, and, according to reports, strongly
protested the law. President Obama has called the
legislation "abhorrent.”

The law was passed amid fears of a resurgenceeof th
Taliban, particularly in villages along the boraweth
Pakistan.

SAUDI ARABIA: AUTHORITIES
RELEASE CHRISTIAN BLOGGER

Kingdom silences convert, prohibits him from leayicountry.

LOS ANGELES, April 16 (Compass Direct News) —
In a surprise move, a Saudi Christian arrested in
January for describing his conversion from Islard an
criticizing the kingdom’s judiciary on his blog sit
was released on March 28 with the stipulation Heat
not travel outside of Saudi Arabia or appear onimed

Hamoud Saleh Al-Amri (previously reported as
Hamoud Bin Saleh), 28, reportedly attributed his
release to advocacy efforts by the Arab Network for
Human Rights Information (ANHRI). The Cairo-
based organization had campaigned for his release
along with other rights groups, reported Christian
advocacy organization Middle East Concern (MEC).

Gamal Eid, director of ANHRI, told Compass by
telephone that he believed his organization had
nothing to do with Al-Amri’s release. Rather, heédsa
he believed officials were loath to keep a persbn o
guestionable mental stability in prison.



“He is mentally not stable, because he had the
courage to say in his blog that he is a Christi&ng
said. “Anyone in his right mind in Saudi Arabia
wouldn’t do that.”

The country’s penalty for “apostasy,” or leaving

Islam, is death, although in recent years theree hav
been no known cases of kingdom citizens formally
convicted and sentenced with capital punishment for
the offense.

This was not the first imprisonment for Al-Amri. He
was detained in 2004 for nine months and in 2008 fo
one month before he was re-arrested on Jan. 18sof t
year, and Eid said the young blogger was tortured
during the first two incarcerations.

Al-Amri’s treatment during this latest imprisonment

is unknown. After his previous releases he had
contacted Eid’'s office, but the ANHRI director said

he has not done so since being released from Rg/adh
Eleisha prison, known for its human rights abuses.

“He was mistreated the first two times he was
imprisoned, but this time | don’t know, because he
hasn’t contacted me,” said Eid. “In the past he was
mistreated with sleep deprivation, prolonged splita
confinement and a continuous barrage of physical
torture and insults.”

The advocate added that it is likely Al-Amri was
mistreated during his recent imprisonment.

“I consider anyone who declares his religion to be
anything than Islam to be extremely brave and
courageous, but this extreme courage bordering on

www.christforsaudi.blogspot.com —
Compass found the site did not work.

but yesterday

Eid said he was not surprised the blog was blocked.

“That's what | expected,” he said. “But he will
probably start another blog — it's not difficult.”

Saudi Arabia’s ruling monarchy restricts media and
other forms of public expression, though authasitie
have shown some tolerance for criticism and debate
since King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud
officially ascended to the throne in 2005, accagdm

the U.S. Department of State.

“Arabic countries are the worst on the list of
censoring the Internet and are at the top of tteofi
antagonizing the freedom of the Internet,” said. Eid
“But the Internet is still a good venue, becausepe
are still able to express their views despite the
government’s effort to curtail their efforts.”

In his blog prior to his arrest, Al-Amri had crized
the government for quashing individual rights.

“A nation which lives in this system cannot guaesnt
the safety of its individuals,” he wrote. “Presexyi
their rights from violation will always be a mattef
concern, as the rights of a citizen, his dignityd an
humanity will always be subject to abuse and
violation by those few who have absolute immunity
provided to them by the regime.”

Eid of ANHRI described lack of civil law in Saudi
Arabia as “extreme.” Citizens can be tortured
endlessly, he said, adding that Saudis who openly
state Christian faith face severe danger.

carelessness is madness, because he knows what

could happen in Saudi,” Eid said. “I'm not a dogtor
but | find this extreme.”

Al-Amri has become isolated from his family and
lives alone, Eid said, but he said he was unable to
comment on the convert’s current situation.

Blog Blocked

Following Al-Amri’s latest arrest, MEC reported,
Saudi authorities blocked access to his blog inside
Saudi Arabia. Google then locked it, claiming there
was a technical violation of terms of service. Gab F

5 it was reportedly restored due to public pressure
after his March 28 release, Al-Amri had credited hi
release to ANHRI's efforts on his blog,

Although there have been recent moves towards
reform, Saudi Arabia restricts political expressam
allows only a strict version of Sunni Islam to be
publicly practiced, according to MEC.

Political critic Fouad Ahmad al-Farhan became the
first Saudi to be arrested for Web site postings on
Dec. 10, 2007; he was released in April 2008.

Eid said he believes the lenient action of the $aud
authorities is a welcome move in a country where
“there is no such thing as religious freedom.” datf
the move could encourage people of other faiths to
speak up.

“This will open the door to whoever wants to exgres
his belief, whether Christian, Hindu or other,” $sad.



Saudis who choose a faith other than Islam and
express it may face extra-judicial killings. In Aigg
2008, a 26-year-old woman was killed for disclosing
her faith on a Web site. Fatima Al-Mutairi repotied
had revealed on Web postings that she had lefinisla
to become a Christian.

Gulfnews.com reported on Aug. 12, 2008 that her
father, a member of the religious police or
Commission for Promotion of Virtue and Prevention
of Vice, cut out her tongue and burned her to death
“following a heated debate on religion.” Al-Mutairi
had written about hostilities from family members
after they discovered she was a Christian, inclyidin
insults from her brother after he saw her Web
postings about her faith. Some reports indicated th
her brother was the one who killed her.

She had reportedly written an article about hethfai
on a blog of which she was a member under the
nickname “Rania” a few days before her murder.

SRI LANKA: BUDDHIST MOBS
ATTACK CHURCHES

Pastor threatened with death, historic Methodistaary
ransacked, during Holy Week.

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, April 16 (Compass Direct
News) — Buddhist mobs attacked several churches in
Sri Lanka last week, threatening to kill a pastothe
southern province of Hambanthota and ransacking a
150-year-old Methodist church building in the capit

On April 8, four Buddhist extremists approached the
home of pastor Pradeep Kumara in Weeraketiya,
Hambanthota district, calling for him to come onta
threatening to kill him. The pastor said his witd,
home alone with their two children, phoned him
immediately but by the time he returned, the meh ha
left.

Half an hour later, Kumar said, the leader of the
group phoned him and again threatened to kill Him i
he did not leave the village by the following marapi

Later that night the group leader returned to theske
and ordered the pastor to come out, shouting,di’dli
bring my gun tonight because if | had it with me, |
would use it!”

“My children were frightened,” Kumara said. “| tde
to reason with him to go away, but he continued to
bang on the door and threaten us.”

Police soon arrived on the scene and arrested the
instigator but released him the following day.

Subsequently the attacker gathered Buddhist monks
and other villagers together and asked them to @ign

petition against the church, Kumar said. Protestors
then warned the pastor’'s landlord that they would
destroy the house if he did not evict the pastor’s
family by the end of the month.

Fearing violence, Kumara said he canceled Good
Friday and Easter Sunday services and evacuated hi
children to a safer location.

Methodist Building Ransacked

Earlier, on Palm Sunday (April 5), another group of
men broke into the 150-year-old Pepiliyana Methodis
Church in Colombo after congregants concluded an
Easter procession.

The gang entered through the back door and windows
of the building late that night; withesses saidyteaw
them load goods into a white van parked outside the
church early the next morning.

“They removed everything, including valuable

musical instruments, a computer, Bibles, hymn books
and all the church records,” said the Rev. Surangik
Fernando.

The church had no known enemies and enjoyed a
good relationship with other villagers, Rev. Fermhan
said, adding that the break-in appeared to be more
than a simple robbery.

“My desk was completely cleaned out,” he said.
“They took important documents with details of
parishioners such as baptism and marriage records
which are of no value to thieves. They even tooktwh
was in my wastepaper basket.”

Local police agreed that robbery was an unlikely
motive and that opponents from outside the area wer



the most likely culprits.
continuing at press time.

Investigations were

Finally, anti-Christian mobs in Vakarai, eastern
Batticaloa district, intimidated church members
gathering for several worship services during Holy
Week.

“What can we do?” pastor Kanagalingam
Muraleetharan told Compass. “The authorities aed th
police say we have the right to worship, but treditg

is that people are threatened.”

The Easter incidents are the latest in a long serie
attacks against churches and Christian individuals
recent years, many of them instigated by Buddhist
monks who decry the growth of Christianity in the
country.

Members of Sri Lanka’s Parliament may soon enact
an anti-conversion bill designed to restrict raligg
conversions. Human rights organizations and
Christian groups have criticized the vague
terminology of the legislation that, if passed, may
invite misapplication against religious activity.

The draft “Bill for the Prohibition of Forcible
Conversions” was referred to a consultative
committee of the Ministry of Religious Affairs in
February for further deliberation, prior to a final
reading and vote. (Seevww.compassdirect.org,
“Parliament to Vote on Anti-Conversion Laws,” Jan.
26.)

According to the most recent government census,
Protestant Christians number less than 1 percent of
the total population in Sri Lanka, but they remtia
primary target of religiously motivated violencedan
intimidation.

Bamboo Church with Destroyed Roof

Khmu Christians in Laos Stand Firm
Despite Intense Persecution

Fourteen Khmu Christian families in Laos are
standing strong in their faith, despite the Comrauni
government forcing them to relocate to another

village and their homes and church building being
destroyed, according to The Voice of the Martyrs
contacts.

In 2003, the families were evicted by the governimen
and relocated to another village where they were
moved again. "After these 14 families stayed as thi
village for a year, the Communist party members of
the village found out that the head of the villdgesd
them,” VOM contacts said. "[The village leader] mve
allowed them to build a bamboo church on his land.”

The Communist district governor was not happy with
the head of the village. "... [The] governor kickech

out from his post and then replaced [him] with
another man. The new head of the village started
persecuting them from 2006 to 2009," VOM contacts
report. The leader refused to allow them to registe
making them illegal residents and he stopped them
from farming land, the contacts said.

Only after each family paid 50,000 kip (US$6) were
the 14 families allowed to stay in the village and
farm. Locals in the village have also tried to tear
down the bamboo church where the families worship.
VOM contacts say Vvillage officials continually
threaten to destroy the church and its bamboohasf
been repeatedly ripped off. VOM has assisted these
families with resources to rebuild their homes and
church every time they have been displaced. The
ministry has helped with zinc roofs, pigs and eattl
among many other things.

In spite of the hardship endured, and the Communist
government treating them like second-class citizens
these families remain strong in their faith. "Altigh

this bamboo church has roof tops ripped off, they a
still holding worship three times a week with jolyfu
hearts. They love God and are willing to die fogith
God any time for any cause,"” VOM contacts said. We
encourage you to pray for these courageous families
Ask God to protect them and encourage them. Praise
God for their faithfulness.




The Kingdom M essage
of Salvation

The hourglass is nearly empty. The Great Tribulatio
has begun and Armageddon looms in the very near
future. There are a total of TWO things that yoede

in order to obtain Eternal Life and Man-Made
Religion is not one of them. (1) A Good Heart
Condition. (2) An Acceptance of Christ as Lord and
Savior.

We urge those who wish to obtain Eternal Life in
Christ's Kingdom to read the following very
important message.

We don’t aim to twist arms or convince anyone of
anything they aren’t ready or willing to believe as
their hearts will ultimately dictate what they peire

to be truth. However, it is also our responsibility
warn those who do not accept this Truth, will face
Judgment at Armageddon. For this reason we pray
that the eyes and hearts of all who read our messag
are opened to the Truth whether that is now, dhén
near future when our words come to pass.

OUR MESSAGE OF TRUTH

The main theme of our Message of Truth is thatdhos

who wish to have eternal life must declare Jesus
Christ to be Lord and Savior. This must be done in
order to be one with His coming Kingdom.

We realize that many will challenge our faith ahd t
faith of others who also declare Jesus to be Lord.
They will say that we must meet certain requirermaent
of water baptism, a belief in the Trinity and other
man-made religious ideals. If those people are of
some positive energy, they will see the Light. dit,n
they will remain opposed to what is ministered to
them. That is their Free Will choice. Even if they
claim to be foot-step followers of Christ, they Make
deemed not worthy of Salvation unless they exhibit
the Holy Spirit from within them. If they believe
falsehoods about Christ, cling to their man-made
religious belief systems and exhibit no signs of
positive energy, they will be marked accordingly by
the Cherubic Order of Angels. All people are judged
by what is really in their hearts.

As part of our Ministry to those that oppose thatfiy

we point out that a humble heart is the only thimeat
saves anyone. Without it, you are endowed with
negative energy. What your heart is filled with is
what springs forth with abundance from the mouth.
Luke 6:45is clear on this point:

A good man produces good out of the good
storeroom of his heart. An evil maproduces evil
out of the evil storeroom, for his mouth speaks iino
the overflow of the heart.

Proverbs 4:23is clear on the need to safeguard your
heart against the wickedness of negative energygbei
stored there:

Guard your heart above all else, for it is the saer
of life.

By knowing and understanding the Truth of the
Word, you treasure up within your hearts that of
positive energy. That's what guides you (the Holy
Spirit - Positive energy) so that you do not sin
knowingly against Christ or his Father.

| have treasured Your word in my heart so that |
may not sin against YouPsalms 119:11.

The problem with sin is that it cultivates negative
energy. From the mind where it begins or originates
it creeps down into your heart. Then you're in ieu
That's why it's not a sin to think a bad thoughyou
dismiss it. You did not act on it. Therefore, itnist a



sin. But if you dwell on the wrong thought, it will
creep on down into your heart and become a part of
you. So, above all else, safeguard your hearts.

WHAT ABOUT WATER BAPTISM?

It is not necessary to be baptized in water toaved.
Jesus Christ was the forerunner. In Christ's Mipjst
baptism in water was used to anoint him by his
Father. It was continued by his disciples, becdese
had not yet ascended to Heaven, and had not yet
received the Kingdom Authority that would later be
bestowed upon him by his Father Yahweh. Once that
had been fully accomplished, the Light of Truth
became the baptism via the Light of Christ. The
Savior's instructions given Matthew 28:19-2Q you

see the baptism it speaks of is a baptism of Holy
Spirit.

Go, therefore, and make disciples of atlations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observ
everything | have commanded you. And remember, |
am with you always, to the end of the age.

This takes place when one truly comes to understand
the Father of Jesus Christ and accept Him as Truth.
Water is no longer necessary to be sanctified. The
purpose of baptism before Christ was to symbolize
the shedding of one's former ways of sinful conduct
That was sanctification. Now, the baptism of
sanctification is done as mentioned above. The Holy
Ghost transformation is performed through the Light
of Christ.

WILL YOU BE DAMNED
IF NOT BAPTIZED IN WATER?

Children pass over without water baptism. Some die
at birth or are aborted. The children have special
status with the Creator. They are not damned and
neither are adults that are not water baptized. tWha
would happen if you were shipwrecked for the
remainder of you life? How could God justify not
giving you a chance to learn His Sovereign Will at
transition? The only requirement for Christ's
salvation is that of a humble heart. Once you atk w
Christ, he knows your humble heart will accept him.
When you passed through his Light, you were then
baptized as a Holy Ghost. The water baptism would
be nil in Christ's eyes. It is the HEART that Saves
Nothing else can get you into the Kingdom unless
your heart is of Positive energy. Yahweh Himself
reveals this aleremiah 17:10

[, the LORD, examine the mind, | test the heart to
give to each according to his way, according to wha
his actions deserve.

If the heart were not the thing of importance, He
would not search it. It is not the outward appeegan
that saves, but what is hidden deep within thethear

ALL POSITIVE ENERGY
PEOPLE ARE ACCEPTABLE

People of all nationalities, regardless of racégrcor
religion are open to the Salvation of Christ.

Then | saw another angel flying in mid-heaven,
having the eternal gospel to announce to the
inhabitants of the earth to every nation, tribe,
language, and peopld&revelation 14:6

Hear this, all you peoples; listen, all whahabit the
world, both low and high, rich and poor together.
Psalms 49:1-2

Then Peter began to speak: In truth, | understand
that God doesn't show favoritism, but in every
nation the person who fears Him and does
righteousness is acceptable to HimActs 10:34-35

REMEMBER - IT'S A FREE WILL CHOICE

Everyone has Free Will Choice in the decision and
are able to choose one way or the other. That's why
we will not try to force the Truth on to anyone.

| call heaven and earth as witnesses against you
today that | have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse. Choose life so that you andryou
descendants may live, love the LORD your God,
obey Him, and remain faithful to Him. For He is
your life, and He will prolong your life in the lad
the

LORD swore to give to your fathers Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.Deuteronomy 30:19-20

But if it doesn't please you to worship the LORD,
choose for yourselves today the one you will
worship: the gods your fathers worshiped beyond
the Euphrates River, or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living. As for me and my family,
we will worship the LORDJoshua 24:15



If you carefully obey My commands | am giving you
today, to love the LORD your God and worship Him  The above scripture reveals we will be clean from t

with all your heart and all your soul, | will prowde blood of those who make the wrong choice. If yaa ar
rain for your land in season, the early and late so cultivated with negative energy that you heat an
rains, and you will harvest your grain, new wine, know that what we speak is Truth and you contirue t
and oil. I will provide grass in your fields for yo sin willfully by rejecting that Truth, then you wibse

livestock. You will eat and be satisfied. Be carefu the Sacrificial Hope of Salvation. Time will
that you are not enticed to turn aside, worship,cn eventually run out. Armageddon is the final Judgmen
bow down to other gods. Then the LORD's anger Chapter.

will burn against you. He will close the sky, and

there will be no rain; the land will not yield its For if we deliberately sin after receiving the
produce, and you will perish quickly from the good knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
land the LORD is giving youDeuteronomy 11:13- sacrifice for sinsHebrews 10:26

17

to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the
This is how we are sure that we have come to know day of our God's vengeancelsaiah 61:2
Him: by keeping His commandd. John 2:3

The tumult reaches to the ends of the earth because

SALVATION — the LORD brings a case against the nations. He
KINGDOM MESSAGE COMPLETED enters into judgment with all flesh. As for the

wicked, He hands them over to the sword [This is]
Now, either you will accept or reject the Truth we the LORD's declarationJeremiah 25:31
have ministered to you. Since everyone should come

to understand that actions result in consequenees, | tell you that on the day of judgment people will
deliver the following warning. If you decide to usk have to account for every careless word they speak.
the truth, then you will know what is ahead--eveén i  Matthew 12:36

you reject that also, at this time. Later on, yoll see
our words come to life. If you accept the Truth now When | say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you will
but are later tempted to cultivate a negative gnerg surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade
within your heart, then the warning we share might him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his
help to prevent that from happening. sin, and | will hold you accountable for his bload.

Ezekiel 33:8

YAHWEH'S BITTER-SWEET WARNING
TO ALL PEOPLE OF THE EARTH SANCTIFICATON OF
THE CREATOR'S NAME

He that exercises faith in the Son has everlasting
life. He that disobeys the Son will not see lifehd This GOOD NEWS of the Kingdom will be preached
Wrath of God remains upon him. The one who in all the inhabited earth and bear witness totts!
believes in the Son has eternal life, but the onbowv nations. The nations will be made to know Yahweh.
refuses to believe in the Son will not see lifestaad, His Name must be sanctified before the nations.
the wrath of God remains on himlohn 3:36

| will honor the holiness of My great name, which
Once you have been given the Message of Truth, if has been profaned among the nations the name you
you do not obey it you are exercising your Freel Wil  have profaned among them. The nations will know

choice. However, it will result in eternal deathtla that | am Yahweh "the declaration of the Lord GOD

Judgment. Just as Satan and his angels cannot have"when | demonstrate My holiness through you in

free reign in creation - neither will it be perrett of their sight. Ezekiel 36:23

those that exercise that choice. Your fate is umr

own head. So | will make My holy name known among My
people Israel and will no longer allow it to be

Therefore | testify to you this day that | am innent profaned. Then the nations will knowhat | am the

of everyone's blood, for | did not shrink back from LORD, the Holy One in IsraelEzekiel 39:7
declaring to you the whole plan of Godcts 20:26-
27 ARE THERE ANY FREE RIDES



TO ETERNAL BLISS?

Anyone that believes they can get a free ride tnou
eternity without going through Christ, please read:

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given to people by which
we must be savedcts 4:12

Once you have received the Truth, you are under
obligation by the Creator.

Wisdom is supreme so get wisdom. And whatever
else you get, get understandingroverbs 4:7

Your Sisters and Brother in Christ,
The Ministers of the Light of Life Ministry

For more FREE information
you can visit the following links:

Our Ministry website:
www.lightoflifeministry.com

The End Times Truths website:
http://chosen.weebly.com

For FREE End Times E-Books visit:
http://stores.lulu.com/endtimestruths

Any gquestions or comments?

contactlightoflifeministry@yahoo.com

May Father Bless you and Guide you
in your search for The Truth.
Amen.




