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AA  PPeerr ssoonnaall   II nnvvii ttaatt iioonn  
 
We wholeheartedly extend an invitation to all our 
readers to join us at our twice weekly Bible Study 
Group.  These meetings are held online Sundays at 
7:30pm CST.  If you are interested in attending, 
please take a few minutes to read the Kingdom 
Message of Salvation located at the end of this 
newsletter. Then send an email and we’ll make 
arrangements for you. We look forward to meeting 
you!  
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The Light of Life Ministry 
Who We Are and What We Do  

·  We are Ministers with the Light of Life 
Ministry.  
·  Our Ministry’s mission is to spread Truth. 
·  Our Ministry Motto is: "You will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free." John 8:32  
·  The Light of Life Ministry, Yahweh and 
Christ’s Ministry, delivers the Kingdom Message of 
Salvation and impending Warning of Judgment to all 
the world, which explains what is required to obtain 
Salvation and warns of what will happen if the truth 
and validity contained within the message is not 
accepted.  
·  We seek to enlighten those around us of the 
truth of God's Word and Christ's love to those who 
will open their hearts to him.  
·  We are Christians. We worship Yahweh and 
His son Christ Jesus.  
·  The essence of our Ministry is to give the 
message that Christ's Kingdom is at hand and that the 
Judgment awaits those that do not respond favorably 
to the Kingdom.  
·  We are not aligned with any man-made 
religious organizations because these organizations 
bear only false and half-truths and we have been 
ordained to minister ONLY the truth.  
·  We believe in the validity of what is written in 
the Bible and the Truth of the Scriptures.  
·  We do not debate the Scriptures, try to 
convert, twist arms or convince anyone of the Truth 
as it is a matter of Free Will.  



·  We seek to enlighten those around us of the 
truth of God’s Word and Christ’s love to those who 
will open their hearts to him.  
·  We are Christians and we worship only 
Yahweh and His son Christ Jesus. 

 
 

*IMPORTANT NOTE* All scriptural references in 
this newsletter are from The Holman Christian 

Standard Bible. 
 

 

 
 

TThhee  MM iinniisstteerr ’’ ss  CCoorr nneerr   
 

“You will know the truth,  
and the truth will set you free.” 

John 8:32 
 

 

 
 

Rely on Father 
 By Johanna 
 
This article is about two songs that move me. They 
are Jesus Take the Wheel and To Small. Carrie 
Underwood is the artist that sings these beautiful 
songs with an incredible voice. Some of her songs 
really touch my heart and then there are some that 
speak of cheating, drinking and violence. In this 
article I will share with you a few of her songs that 
truly move me and reminds me when things get tough 

that Father is still there ready to pick me up. The first 
one I would like to share my thoughts on is Jesus 
Take the Wheel. I have not added the full lyrics to this 
song. However you can find the full lyrics online.  

Jesus, take the wheel 
Take it from my hands 

Cause I can't do this on my own 
I'm letting go 

So give me one more chance 
Save me from this road I'm on 

Jesus, take the wheel 
 
How many of you rush through life without taking 
notice of what is going on around you or what is 
going on inside your heart? I know that I have many 
times in the past. I always stayed worried over one 
thing or another in my everyday life. This song 
reminds me to slow down and hand my troubles, 
worries and concerns over to Father because She can 
take care of them better than I can. In this song she 
asks Jesus to take the wheel of the car from her hands 
because she realized that Jesus would and could 
handle the out of control car. She also asked to be 
saved from the road that she is on. How many of us 
can relate to that in some way or another? I know I 
can because my life was out of control and I needed 
help to get on the right road that leads straight to 
Father. In the Word it tells us over and over again not 
to worry. 

Matthew 6:31 – So don’t worry, saying, ‘What will 
we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or What will we 
wear?’ 
 
Matthew 6:34 – Therefore don’t worry about 
tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

And for the first time in a long time 
She bowed her head to pray 

She said, "I'm sorry for the way 
I've been living my life 

I know I've got to change 
So from now on tonight" 

 
She turned to Father in prayer because she knew that 
she couldn’t continue without Her. It took a big scare 
to get her to open her eyes and see that the way she 
had been living wasn’t the right way. She asked 
Father for forgiveness and put her life into Fathers 
hands. We have to TRUST in Father to do what is 
right for each one of us because She is our creator and 
She loves us with all that She is. If we are still 
worrying about trivial things then are we truly putting 



our trust and our lives in Her hands? There are times 
when I get to worrying about things that may not be 
going the way I would like them to go. I catch myself 
every time and turn to Father when I recognize what I 
am doing. It is really hard to put into words how I feel 
and how blessed I am to have Father and Her Son 
Christ in my life. I feel safer and freer then at any 
time before I turned to Her. 

The next song of Carries that I would like to share is 
So Small. I have liked this song from the get go but I 
don’t believe that I really listened to the words 
closely. I was in my truck the other day and this song 
came on so I listened closely and I was in tears.  

Yeah, yeah 
What you got if you ain't got love 

The kind that you just want to give away 
It's ok to open up 

Go ahead and let the light shine through 
I know it's hard on a rainy day 

You wanna shut the world out and just be left alone 
But don't run out on your faith 

 
In the Word it clearly states that love is the greatest 
out of faith and hope. We should share our love. The 
love that we have inside of us comes from Father. 
Each time we share that love and treat others kindly it 
is letting Fathers light shine through us. It is 
wonderful to have Fathers love within me. When I 
turned to Father and I felt Her love it was the most 
amazing feeling. I felt whole for the first time in a 
long time. I knew that I had returned home. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:13 – Now these three remain: faith, 
hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
Cause sometimes that mountain you've been climbing 

Is just a grain of sand 
And what you've been out there searching for forever 

Is in your hands 
And when you figure out love is all that matters after 

all 
It sure makes everything else seem 

So small 
It's so easy to get lost inside 

A problem that seems so big at the time 
It's like a river that's so wide it swallows you whole 
While you're sitting around thinking about what you 

can't change 
 
“It’s so easy to get lost inside.” Those six words 
bring to mind how people can really get lost inside. I 
think a lot of people find it easier to “get lost” in their 
own worlds instead of seeing what is going on around 
them in the real world. They are too worried about 

themselves to reach out a helping hand when one is 
needed. Sadly a lot of people don’t help other people 
out unless they gain something in return. For me 
seeing a smile on that persons face is the best thing 
and knowing that Father worked through me to let 
Her light shine through. 

Have any of you ever stepped back from a huge 
problem to realize that it isn’t as big as you thought it 
was? That you were making a mountain out of a mole 
hill? I know that I have in the past. Don’t get me 
wrong it is still something I struggle with in my day 
to day life. That is when I stop what I am doing and 
go to Father. I know that She will guide me through 
whatever I am going through. Another point I want to 
make is in the last verse it says “While you’re sitting 
around thinking about what you can’t change” Who 
says you can’t change something in this world? I 
think that is where a lot of people change their minds 
about doing something that would change things for 
the better. They think they can’t do it or it is too much 
work for them to do. ANYTHING can be changed no 
matter what if you have faith in Father and it is Her 
will for it to be changed. 

And worrying about all the wrong things 
Time's flying by, moving so fast 

You better make it count cause you can't get it back 
 
This last section talks about worrying about the 
wrong things while time is flying by. When we worry 
over things does it change the outcome? Does it fix 
the problem you are worrying about? Or does it just 
make time fly by so fast that you can’t remember 
what you did the day before? No matter how much 
we wished to do something over again it more than 
likely won’t happen unless Father steps in to make it 
happen. You can’t get your past back whether it was 
yesterday or ten years ago. Live your life for today 
and tomorrow serving Father to bring about Her will 
and only Hers.  
 
Deuteronomy 6:5 – Love the LORD your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength. 
 
Psalm 6:4 – Turn, LORD! Rescue me; save me 
because of Your faithful love. 

 

Johanna’s personal website is located at: 
www.myeternalheaven.com 

 
 

 



 
 

Frustration  
By Regina 

 
Frustration, frustration, it’s setting in! 
The worst of it all is about to begin. 

They hate, how they hate what they can't see! 
The end, and return to what was meant to be. 
Their ears, their ears, must tickle so much! 

Belief in the lies but not seeing them as such. 
Truth sits and stares; shining so brightly! 

But it’s not seen by most, not even slightly. 
 

Frustration, frustration, oh why can’t they see? 
See what seems so plain to you and to me? 

Fear disguised as hope that things will get better, 
Meanwhile it continues to get wetter and wetter. 
There goes one drop, now two, three and four, 
Before long it'll become a complete downpour. 

Mountains will crumble, crumble and shake 
People will wonder how much they can take. 

 
Frustration, frustration, oh why didn’t they see? 

That which we knew would come to be? 
We delivered the message, we warned and we called, 
But instead of hearing, into their holes they crawled. 

Now fear disguised as anger is directed our way, 
Like children who lost at the game they played, 

They throw down their pieces and stomp their feet. 
But they’re standing on sand and not on concrete. 

 
Frustration, frustration, only it’s twofold now. 

For them and for us in not knowing how, 
to reach them before opportune time has passed. 

Before it’s too late and the final move is cast. 
Oddly enough I feel better in getting this out. 
By turning the knob and just letting it spout. 

Calmer now, slowly I… breathe out…breathe in… 
It’s in Father’s hands, just as it always has been. 

 
 

Regina’s personal website is located at: 
http://onetruth.weebly.com 

 
 

 

 
 

Scripture of the Week 
 

 
Micah 3:16-18 -- At that time those who feared the 
LORD spoke to one another. The LORD took notice 
and listened. So a book of remembrance was written 
before Him for those who feared Yahweh and had 
high regard for His name. "They will be Mine," says 
the LORD of Hosts, "a special possession on the day I 
am preparing. I will have compassion on them as a 
man has compassion on his son who serves him. So 
you will again see the difference between the 
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves 
God and one who does not serve Him. 

 
 

 
 

II nnssppii rr eedd  WWrr ii tt iinnggss  
 

How a Flower Blooms 
 



All things come in a steady progression that come 
from Father. By continually studying all that She has 
already shared with us through Her servants, we are 
able to gain knowledge of how Father progresses all 
Her activities and deeds, all of which direct 
everything in the path that She has planned from a 
very, very, very, very long time ago. Each of the 
progressions can also be related to other things that 
have progressions and different stages. All of these 
things can be hindered in each of their stages, yet at 
the same time, have a resistance to any hindrances 
that may come about. 
 
A flower, for instance, does not just immediately 
grow from a seed to a flower. The flower has to go 
through various stages in its plant-life, which may 
either end, or continue, in flowering. First, the seed is 
planted, then it breaks through a tough shell and 
spreads roots and a thin base. Then the base breaks 
above the surface of the ground, with deeper roots, 
and begins cultivating sunlight. By the time it is 
actually ready to flower, the plant's roots have grown 
strong enough, with a solid enough base or stem, and 
the internal activities of the plant are prepared to 
pollinate and be pollinated. When the flower blooms, 
there is not only beauty, but also a purpose, which all 
fulfills Father's Will. In the end of the flower's cycle, 
it may come to producing seed, scattering its seed to 
spread further in the soil, and further growth. Later, it 
may die, or simply hibernate and wait for the next 
best opportunity to further reproduce and grow. And 
in any of these stages, the plant may be protected 
from, say a destroying worm: 
 
Jonah 4:7 -- When dawn came the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the plant, and it 
withered.  
 
Or maybe even removed from a harsh environment 
that is not conducive to its growth over to an 
environment that is more suitable: 
 
Matthew 13:4-8 -- As he was sowing, some seeds fell 
along the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
Others fell on rocky ground, where there wasn't much 
soil, and they sprang up quickly since the soil wasn't 
deep. But when the sun came up they were scorched, 
and since they had no root, they withered. Others fell 
among thorns, and the thorns came up and choked 
them. Still others fell on good ground, and produced a 
crop: some 100, some 60, and some 30 times [what 
was sown].  

 
But of course, what Father has set Herself to do, no 
one can stop: 
 
Isaiah 14:27 -- The LORD of Hosts Himself has 
planned it; therefore, who can stand in its way? It is 
His hand that is outstretched, so who can turn it 
back?  
 
And in these same ways, Father plants Her Spirit into 
those hearts whom are open and willing to accept 
them. Her gift grows in stages, but so do Her 
punishments. It is a huge saga that spans over several 
books in the Old Testament, which there is actually 
only one whole testament, none of it being new or 
old, of which details the Israelites' rebelliousness 
against Father and all their punishments. The 
punishments started out soft, and then eventually 
became more and more harsh, until all the Israelites 
were just banished from their homeland that Father 
had initially planned to give to them. At the same 
time, a lot of what the Israelites witnessed in those 
times can be seen even now, if not all of what they 
had witnessed. However, these times are different, as 
there will be a coming of plagues that we still have 
yet to see that Father does not plan on ever doing 
again, including the Lions of Zion whom will lead the 
executions of those left behind at Armageddon. It will 
be much worse than anything our forefathers had 
experienced during their time on earth, any of them. 
 
Now, because Father's punishments come in severe, 
progressive stages, one can still see how they are 
constructive to a strong degree. First, the punishments 
in progressive stages give warning so those being 
punished can turn from their ways and heed the 
warnings without being immediately decimated and 
obliterated. Second, the punishments provide 
something to learn from, not only for ourselves, but 
for our children, too. In this, we are taught by our 
Greatest Example of a Parent, exactly how to parent. 
And at the same time, progressive stages mean 
progressive movement, predictable actions that help 
to further individual observation, so that it may be 
better known what Father is planning to do. 
 
The opposite of progressive stages are the immediate 
reactions, such as might be spawned by Satan, 
themselves. Consider how it has been taught that fast-
food chains and instant gratification are basically and 
essentially Dawn's mannerism, in that patience is not 
a core value, and nor is the hard work and dedication 
required to actually produce something worthwhile 
there. If suddenly the penalty for making a mistake 



was immediate death or a penalty of being in a dark 
realm for eternity, away from Father's light and love, 
or perhaps even the disfiguration of a body part for 
eternity, or something or other of any horrible nature, 
there would be very little constructive energy, and a 
lot of destructive and impairing movement. 
Immediate and instant reactions can cause horrible 
reactions that are not savory, to say the least: 
 
Proverbs 14:29 -- A patient person [shows] great 
understanding, but a quick-tempered one promotes 
foolishness.  
 
Thus, in all of this, one is not only able to relate one 
progression of one thing to another, but may even see 
how they all differ, all for different reasons and 
different purposes. As different things are meant to 
live on for eternity, and others for a short time span, 
anything can be changed in a moment's notice by 
Father, in all She deems appropriate and necessary. 
Even the current animal kingdom will be restructured 
in the Millennium, which is a testament to Father's 
strength and glory. Not one detail is left not noted, as 
each of Father's stages of action is not only dependent 
on Her plans, but the overall focus of everything at 
once and at each piece, and not only a whole plan, but 
a plan for each individual piece in-between, thus a 
plan correlating with another plan, with another plan, 
and with another plan, all working together like a well 
orchestrated masterpiece, but better. 

 
 

 
 

FFrr uuii ttaaggee  ooff   TThhee  SSppii rr ii tt   
PPaarr tt   22  

 
This week we begin looking at Fruitage of The 
Spirit.  We will be sharing what has been given to us, 
but in groups of 3. Before our Ministry holds Bible 

Study each week, we pray to Father Yahweh for 
guidance and help in understanding Her Word. We 
pray the wisdom imparted will find its way to your 
heart where it may be written up on it. Amen.  
 
www.biblegateway.com can be used as a reference 
tool with the Holman Christian Standard Bible as 
the recommended version. 
 
You must be content with what you have at 
present: 
1 Timothy 6:8  
Hebrews 13:5 
 
You must learn to be cooperative: 
Ephesians 4:16 
1 Corinthians 16:16 
 
You must develop confidence and courage as a 
part of your mental makeup: 
Philippians 1:14 
2 Corinthians 5:6  

 
 

 
 

NNoouurr iisshhmmeenntt   FFrr oomm  
TThhee  TThhrr oonnee  

 
“For the LORD gives wisdom. From His 

mouth come knowledge and understanding.” 
Proverbs 2:6 

 
 

Position of the Azmon Barrier Part 2 
 
Prince of Yahweh II: Dawn and his demons are 
sealed off within the Azmon Barrier; if you astral 
project, you can easily find the barrier if you go out 
beyond this planet; the gateways we (the holy side) 



are permitted to pass through appear to be in fixed 
locations, however, this planet like all other bodies of 
mass that you might encounter in space are moving; 
the Earth travels through space at 66,700 miles per 
hour; therefore, the Azmon Barrier matches its speed. 
 
Johanna: The earth is in constant movement in 
rotation. 
 
Prince of Yahweh II: Correct. Yahweh's HOLY 
CITY and Yahweh's Holy Armies of both angelic and 
crossed over disciples of Christ; keep in mind that the 
Converts are barred from passing back to the holy 
side any longer; they are prisoners within the confines 
of the Barrier as well. "Now the earth was formless 
and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery 
depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
surface of the waters." 
 
The Barrier forms around this planet; the Barrier itself 
is empty except for the Earth and its inhabitants that 
are human (as well as the animal kingdom, ect. caught 
in the middle of this mess), and the demonic forces 
and Converts that are both here and on the outer space 
fringe near the inner-edge of the Barrier; 
DARKNESS (Dawn's WAY) covers the surface of 
the inner-Barrier to the inner-edge of the Barrier - and 
the people are like the "surface of the waters" that 
Yahweh's "Spirit" is "hovering over" with the Azmon 
Barrier acting in Her behalf to contain SIN within one 
area of creation. Is it any wonder that the "watery 
depths" are what began with our creation on this 
planet and were then later used to destroy most of 
Mankind the first judgment? Why so? Because 
Dawn's darkness (his violent behavior) spread to 
Mankind and Yahweh took appropriate action to end 
it - just as She is preparing to do again.  
 
When will this happen again? 
 
"Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness 
covered the surface of the watery depths, and the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the 
waters." 
 
Johanna: Right after Armageddon? When Father has 
cleans the earth of all sin. 
 
Prince of Yahweh II: You are correct. 
 
Genesis 6:7 "Then the LORD said, "I will wipe off the 
face of the earth: man, whom I created, together with 
the animals, creatures that crawl, and birds of the 
sky—for I regret that I made them." 

 
But, Yahweh spared 5 people even when She said the 
above; and, She also saved Her chosen animals as 
well as all of the insects that hopped aboard the Ark. 
That Scripture also NOW applies to the coming wrath 
of Armageddon. Yahweh regrets that She made 
(though Michael was instrumental in our creation) .... 
regretted She made those that would reject Her offer 
to walk in Her Way. 
 
The Earth will soon again be formless and empty as 
Yahweh reshapes this planet to Her original purpose; 
formless of evil humans - empty of SIN 

 
 

 
 

SSiiggnnss  FFrr oomm  AAbboovvee  
 

“He rescues and delivers, He performs signs 
and wonders in the heavens and on the 

earth, for He has rescued Daniel from the 
power of the lions.” 

Daniel 6:27 
   

 

 

 
 

Triangle UFO reports on the rise 
Examiner 
May 3, 2009 
 



Triangle UFOs take the April prize as the most 
popularly reported shape - with 27 cases in 15 states, 
according to non-scientific results from UFO Traffic 
Reports. 
 
Most UFO Traffic Report cases come from the 
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON ) database, with just 
a few original reports coming directly from witnesses. 
All reports are classified as to the object's shape, and 
sometimes, that's a hard task to tackle. 
 
In some cases, witnesses might use several key words 
- like they saw a V-shaped triangular UFO. And if 
you look at photos or sketches of the chevron or V-
shaped craft, compare it to triangle craft, and again 
with boomerang craft - you will often see similarities. 
Some of my reports get a double classification - so 
you might see the same headline link listed under 
triangle, again under V-shape, and in some few 
instances - a third designation - like large size or 
morphing shape. 
 
One additional point to keep in mind, the MUFON 
cases that I write about are selected cases - meaning 
that I do not necessarily report on every case. Some 
cases were obviously filed as a joke, a few go places 
that don't seem to make sense, and there are 
occasional reports that are just too vague and I 
discount those. 
 
MUFON may be the largest UFO reporting agency on 
the planet, but it's not the only place to report a UFO. 
Peter Davenport operates the National UFO 
Reporting Center (NUFORC) out of Washington 
State and takes in probably the second highest 
number of reports. And there are other, smaller, 
reporting bodies scattered across the country. 
Additionally, more April reports may be coming as 
witnesses file them. 
 
With all of that in mind, there were 27 reports of 
triangle UFOs, up from 19 reports in March. A close 
second is the Bright Light classification with 25 April 
reports, down from 45 March reports. And coming in 
third were 23 April reports of round, circular or disc-
shaped objects, down from 25 March reports. 
 
You can read all of the April triangle sightings at the 
UFO Traffic Report's triangle page or browse through 
the various other shapes at the main page. 
 
From the incredible Best UFO Resources web site 
by Dimitris Hatzopoulos, his overview of the 

triangle variety. Stop over to see the other interesting 
UFO info he has - a great collection. 
 
Triangular nearly always black. Typically shaped as 
equilateral triangles, but sometimes also isosceles 
triangles (i.e. "delta" / Big Black Deltas aka BBD) / 
wedge / diamond-rhomboid ("like StarWars 
destroyer"). Most triangles are reported to have three 
"lights" on their underside, one at each corner, which 
shine downward. 

 

 
 
Hundreds of well-documented sightings of triangles 
in recent decades e.g. the landmark Belgium 1989-
1990 UFO wave estim. to be 36m / 120ft per side, ref: 
NPC Nov-2007 testimony (.PDF) of Belgian Air 
force Maj.General, Ret. Brouwer), the triangle flyover 
RAF Cosford and RAF Shawbury UK in Mar-1993 
(ref: nickpope), over St.Petersbug, Russia Feb-1997 
(videotaped by 3 separate witnesses, incl. air traffic 
controllers). Earlier sightings include Pag island, 
Croatia 1967 (sketch). Cases from North America 
include the UFO wave at Hudson Valley NY USA in 
the early 1980s, Memphis TN May-1977, Patapsco 
State Park, Maryland USA 1978 and more recently 
the "Phoenix Lights" 1997, the Illinois USA 5-Jan-
2000 (NIDSCI, ufoevidence, dbakertv), the 
Peterborough, Ontario Canada 2004 etc. A long 
wedge-shaped UFO, was seen by crew of commercial 
airliner flight BA5061 over Manchester in Jan-1995 
and investigated as a "near miss" by CAA. 
 
Smaller (~3m / 10ft per side) black triangles with 
rounded edges were reported in the cases of a US 
Navy pilot flying recon for the CIA, in a F4 flight 
back from Japan on 6-Dec-1977, who had a black 
triangular UFO pace his plane for 30 minutes (src: 
SDI400 @ 33min). A well-known case is the 
Rendlesham forest Bentwaters/Woodbridge AFB 
incident in Dec-1980 in Britain. Russian cosmonaut 
Maj.General Popovich relates a mutiple-witness 
sighting, while flying home from Washington, DC 
with a delegation of scientists (src: "Out of the Blue" 
documentary 00:41min): a triangle emitting bright 
white light, flying parallel and overtaking their plane 
in 30-40sec". 
 



Older sightings: historical record of triangles, more. 
 

 
 

 
 

UFO visits Chinese city twice 
allnewsweb 
May 6, 2009 
 
A Chinese city has had the honor of being visited by a 
UFO twice in two days last month. The residents of 
Changsha, the capital city of the province of Hunan in 
Central China witnessed a large glowing orange 
object shoot across their skies on both the April 7 and 
8. 
 
A group of friends were on the way to a badminton 
hall at around 6pm when one of them noticed the 
UFO above their heads. The quick thinking resident 
pulled out her mobile phone and managed to film the 
object. 'It appeared to be moving at a slower speed 
than a plane' the witness noted. 
 
Meanwhile journalists from China's various news 
networks received more calls from the public 
regarding the sighting, some having seen and filmed 
the UFO on April 8 as well. 
 
The local space observatory has been notified of the 
event and has been sent footage of the UFO but 
cannot conclusively identify the object noting that 
that by no means confirms it to be an alien spaceship. 
 
PLEASE VISIT OUR ONLINE NEWSLETTER 
TO VIEW THE VIDEO 

 
 

 
 

UFO Sweden releases 18,000 Swedish UFO 
reports to the public domain 
Examiner 
May 6, 2009 
 

Breaking News! UFO Sweden is releasing thousands 
of UFO files beginning May 9-10, 2009, according to 
a news story in Swedish online news magazine 
Expressen. 
 
Translation of the story was provided by Exopolitics 
Sweden and editor of Soul Travel Magazine. 
Sassersson's translation states that: 
 
"Besides the 18,000 Swedish cases are thousands of 
cases from Denmark and other Nordic countries. 
Thousands of US cases on micro film are too 
included. The archive (Norrkoping) will be open to 
the public domain starting with May 9-10, 2009. 
 
The chairman of UFO Sweden Clas Svahn mentions 
one case of special interest, a case from 1980. A cigar 
shaped UFO submerged itself into a mountain lake 
and never came up again according to witnesses. 
Svahn comments, "it may still be there, since the lake 
never been monitored by divers." 
 
See related article on efforts to release UFO files in 
the United States: 
 
UFO activists create new weapons to battle 
government 'X-files' cover-up. 

 
 

 
Witness photo from August. 31, 2008. 

 

Witness photographs UFO over Phoenix 
Examiner 
May 5, 2009 
 
A Phoenix woman reported today on an August 31, 
2009, UFO she photographed near South Mountain. 
 
Following is her original report on what she saw. 
 
Please keep in mind that most UFO reports can be 
explained as something natural or manmade. If 
MUFON investigates and reports back on this case, I 
will update this page. You can read my selected cases 
by type of UFO report at the UFO Traffic Report 
main page. 
 
The following report is unedited. 



 
This is a shot that was taken in Phoenix behind South 
Mountain on August 31, 2008. This was seen around 
5-5:30 pm in broad daylight. My husband, myself, 
and my son all witnessed it from our backyard. 
 
It was moving at a slow steady and purposeful speed 
below the high clouds heading from south to north 
around the I-10 freeway. 
 
I was thrilled to hear others have seen this triangle 
object too. To us, it appeared like three round white 
objects held together. 

 

 
 
At first, we were thinking balloons, but this did not 
drift of get smaller, it simply moved with forward 
motion without veering or going higher. I thought you 
might like to add it to your collection. It's quite a 
mystery. 
 
We regularly see unusual things in the skies here, 
perhaps the curse of no clouds and no obstructed 
view, or perhaps that we're not that far from Area 51. 
 
This one, however, really intrigued us and even my 
completely skeptical husband said, "that's a UFO." 

 

 
 
South Mountain landmark 
 
And since we're on the subject of South Mountain in 
Phoenix, I can't help but point out the Mystery Castle 
- which is situated in the foothills of South Mountain. 
 
Boyce Luther built the place in the 1930s after he 
learned he had tuberculosis. The man died in 1945, 
and his wife and daughter moved in. But what makes 
this home rather unusual is that it was built from 
found or inexpensive materials - a story that attracted 

national attention and earned it a cover story from 
Life magazine on January 26, 1948. 
 
From Wikipedia: Said to be held together by a 
combination of mortar, cement, calcium, and goat 
milk, the sprawling 18-room, three story castle is built 
from a wide range of materials—stone, adobe, 
automobile parts, salvaged rail tracks from a mine, 
telephone poles, etc. It features a chapel, cantina, and 
a dungeon. Parts of the castle remain unfinished, and 
electricity and plumbing weren't added until 1992. 
 
Mary Lou Gulley, as of March 2009[update], still 
resides there. Though too weak to lead tours herself, 
she is frequently present in the house while guides 
conduct the tours. 

 
 

 
LOOKING BACK: Arizona case from April 10, 2009. 

 

UFO Traffic Report: Couple has close 
encounter in Nevada desert 
Examiner 
May 8, 2009 
 
The UFO Traffic Report for Friday, May 8, 2009, 
includes seven selected sightings over five states, 
according to witness statements filed in the past 48 
hours with the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON) 
database. 
 
Today's stories take us first into the Nevada desert 
where a couple say they witnessed three boomerang-
shaped objects - one of them hovered silently and 
slowly close to them. Both witnesses in this case filed 
reports. Two Texas witnesses had their own desert 
encounter when a bright light coming toward them 
moved through the cab of their SUV. Three small 
triangle UFOs were spotted moving slowly over 
Mississippi skies. Another couple in CA watched as a 
"part of the sky was moving" in this story of a giant 
cloaked UFO. A massive object the size of an 
"apartment building" floated over Ohio. And a black, 
non-reflective cube was seen over Texas. 
 
In other news, take a look at this UFO video over 
Redondo Beach, CA. Illinois MUFON Director Sam 
Maranto reminds me that the Out of This World UFO 



Conference is right around the corner - May 28 - 31. 
Read more here. 
 
Please keep in mind that most UFO reports can be 
explained as something natural or manmade. If 
MUFON investigates and reports back on any of 
these cases, I will update this page. You can read my 
selected cases by type of UFO report at the UFO 
Traffic Report main page. 
 
The following reports and their headlines are 
unedited. 
 
The first two cases involve a couple who witnessed 
boomerang-shaped UFOs. They were driving in the 
desert when they noticed three objects in the sky in a 
formation, and one of those objects moved to ground 
level and disappeared while the other two continued. 
They gave chase and eventually parked their car and 
shone a spotlight on one of the crafts as it silently 
hovered nearby. First read the girlfriend's version, 
followed by the boyfriend's version. We assume one 
of them got the date wrong as she claims the event 
occurred on May 6, and he notes it as May 7. 
 
NV, May 6, 2009 - Boomerang shaped, black, 
hovering aircraft. 5 lights facing you, invisible 
turned away. 
 
My boyfriend and I were driving around the desert. 
We had been out there a while, and soon it got very 
dark. We were driving back on our way home, when 
we both saw 3 objects in the distance, with lights we 
had never seen before, and flying in a unusual way, in 
a group. We got very excited while watching, and 
suddenly they started breaking away from eachother. 
One started going down towards the ground and 
dissapeared like it had crashed. The other two 
continued to fly, almost towards us. 
We decided to chase them! We started after them, and 
they flew right by us many times. One specifically 
seemed to keep coming back to us. We tried to 
comfirm it as a military aircraft, but it was nothing 
either of us had seen before. We thought maybe it 
could be a Drone, but the more we looked we knew it 
wasnt. At first there was 3 flying objects, but by this 
time there was only 2. But only one seemed to 
awknowlage us. We parked the truck after watching it 
fly by us and over us several times. It was completely 
silent. And hovered slowly, although in the distance it 
went faster. I decided to plug the spotlight in and try 
and get its attention. It worked! we were parked on a 
dirt road, next to a water canel. Across from the canel 
was a small passture, the hovering craft flew directly 

at us, and stopped facing us. We shined the light at it, 
and put our hand over the light to make it strobe. The 
craft sat there for a good 5 mins, and seemed like it 
was getting closer, so close it was alomst as if we 
could throw something at it. and there was NO 
SOUND. I tried to get pictures but, the pixel rate on 
my cam phone was too low and came up as all black 
on the screen. We started to get scared and jumped 
back in the truck, as soon as we did the craft moved 
and went behind us as if it was following us. The 
other craft was in the distance as if it was watching, 
sort of like back up. 
 
My boyfriend and I both called our parents freaking 
out, and not knowing how to explain the events that 
were going on. We watched them fly around us 
consistantly. But when we reached the highway, and 
back on our way into town, they dissapeared. When 
we made it back into town to my house, i was 
stadning outside, and seen a c 130 fly over our heads. 
I knew this wasnt the craft i seen because it was too 
large, was too high up, and wasnt silent. I could also 
see the shape of it and it was obviously a plane. 
But these hovering crafts we seen were black, almost 
invisable except for the lights. When they turned you 
couldnt see them. The only time they were all visible 
was when they were facing you, and that because of 
the 5 alined lights. 
 
I went inside my house and drew a picture for my 
father, he called the naval base here in fallon. They 
told us they had no reports of any aircraft besides the 
c 130. But I knew it wasnt a c 130! 
 
My boyfriend and his father went back out to where 
we were. When they got there, there were helicopters 
with spotlights on the ground, several trucks with 
spotlights driving through the desert. A black SUV 
with very dark tented windows driving towards the 
area we seen the crafts. Men walking around with 
spot lights in the desert. As if they were all looking 
for someting. 
 
But if they were looking for the craft that we thought 
we seen crash, they were in the wrong area, they were 
looking where we had first seen the crafts from a 
distance. Miles off. 
 
Im not sure what i saw tonight, but ive always been a 
believer of other life forms. And tonight was proof for 
me. I was scared..and excited. I hope I find out more 
about what i saw. 
 
NV, May 7, 2009 - As I was driving home from the 



desert I saw a boomerang shaped aircraft with 5 
lights on the front. 
 
i have lived near the top gun base in fallon all of my 
life so i have become used too seeing wierd lights in 
the sky but this was totally different from anything 
i've ever seen my girfriend and i were returning from 
the desert when we saw 3 strange aircraft flying 
together eradically in a triangle formation they 
stopped at once and one of the ufo's fell in a slow 
motion to the ground as if it had crashed the other to 
seperated and flew south west we followed them 
untill one of them was parrallel to the truck i was 
going 35mph and so was the craft i sped up to 50mph 
and so did the craft it shadowed me untill i drove to a 
dead end in an attempt to follow the other one when i 
reached the dead end the craft that had been parrallel 
to us flew over the top of us twice then sort of drifted 
back the way it came then hovered maybe 200-300 
yards away my girlfriend plug in my 3 million candle 
power spotlight in to see if i could make contact with 
the seemingly translucent craft i cover the lense until i 
was sure to be aimed at the craft as i uncovered the 
light it was close enough that the light reflected off of 
it so we put the spotlight away the craft swooped in 
like an airplane would banking untill it was facing us 
with five super bright white-orange lights it stayed 
and hovered at less than 100 yards away for about ten 
minutes this is when we first heard the craft it was so 
quiet almost silent there was only a slight hum then it 
flew off and back going over us twice then hovering 
again it seemed as if it was playing with us which 
pretty much rules out the millitary in my opinion it 
hovered for maybe another ten min as the other 
circled behind us almost like back up to make sure we 
werent hostile then the first craft turned hard to the 
left makin the crafts light shift from five lights to 1 
light then as it turned it became completely invisible 
only to reappear over highway 50 revealing many 
little yellow lights then shifted back to five lights in 
stayed parrallel with me on the highway untill i got 
closer to the lights of town when it pulled up behind 
me and hovered for maybe a minute as i got closer to 
town they flew back to where the dead end was my 
girlfriend and i were pretty shaken after seeing this 
and i had my dad and my brother go with me back to 
where we had originally seen the craft we saw one of 
them but much farther away this time at first we 
thought that this was just an airplane but more light 
became visible on it three in the front it stopped and 
hovered for about half an hour when we were out 
there we noticed a truck with a spotlight looking for 
something when we stopped to look for the aircraft 
the truck killed all his lights as we were leaving we 

saw a black SUV with tinted windows driving toward 
the trucks location we also saw a hellicopter 
spotlighting the ground (we think looking for the third 
craft)and people in nearby fields with spotlights 
This desert encounter in Texas took place 50 miles 
south of Marathon. 
 
TX, April 22, 2009 - Desert encounter with bright 
object/figure/light while in vehicle broad daylight 
Highway 385 around Marathon, TX. 
 
My Partner and I were driving to Big Bend National 
Park on vacation. We were about 50 miles south of 
Marathon, Tx on 385 heading south. It was a clear 
day, and we were both well rested and excited about 
our trip. I was gazing out the window at the 
mountains and the desert terrain. We had to be doing 
about 85 mph. I was in the passenger seat. I noticed 
out of the corner of my eye soemthing extremely 
bright and moving fast toward the car. I saw what 
looked like a teardrop shaped head for lack of better 
words with a thin line of what appeard to be a shiny 
band of silver wrapped around the center. I thought i 
saw what looked like a figure in a running man pose 
supporting the teardrop head, but I couldn't be 
absolute becaus the entire thing was engulfed in an 
undescriable white light, and was follwed by light 
tracers. I don't know if the figure or thing moved 
through the vehicle but as quickly as i saw the thing 
the cab of the SUV was filled with the light. The 
vehicle moved in an upward circular motion but never 
left the ground kind. The light exited the vehicle on 
the driver side. I saw my partner who was driving 
look at me. He was pale white and dioriented, and he 
said to me "What are we doing?". I said, "I dont 
know." And that was it. 
 
A Few things: 
#1. The raio was playing in the car quite loud, 
however when the light moved through the vehicle 
there was no noise, not even the sound of the car on 
the road. 
#2 When the light was in the vehicle, it was all you 
could see. No definition to anything, just white light. 
After it was over I did not see spots liek one normally 
would after being exposed to UV lights. 
#3 My partner was driving the whole time, and never 
lost control. 
#4 It was not cloudy, it was broad daylight. 
#5 There were no other cars in sight. 
#6 There were no bumps or dips in the road to excuse 
the motion of the vehicle. 
#7 No dust devils in sight before or after. 
#8 The vehicle was not damaged in any manner. 



#9 We were completey sober. 
#10 We had the same experience with sligth detail 
differences. 
#11 We were paniced right after it occured, but 
shortly after we were very giddy. 
#12 We didn't discuss it much after the vacation was 
over, however when we got home, everytime we 
discussed it together we would get extreme anxiety. 
When we discussed it seperatley with our friends we 
were okay. 
 
Three small and slow moving triangle-shaped 
UFOs over Mississippi were silent and the witnesses 
claim they "almost seemed to be see-through." 
 
MS, April 1, 2009 - 3 distinct triangular shapes 
with orangish white glow. 
 
Approximately at 11:40 pm I awoke from about an 
hours sleep. I went out on front porch to smoke a 
cigarette. The sky was pitch black and clear, you can 
see all stars clearly, not a cloud in the sky. I looked up 
to look at stars when I noticed what i thought was a 
falling star but it looked like it was going up and it 
was the same size as the stars with a fire like color to 
it. then out of nowhere before I could blink my eye 
there are these 3 triangle shape things just right above 
the tree lines kind of like gliding over the sky. They 
were too small to be a plane they were moving way 
too slow for a plane. they were flying in a diagonal 
formation and they didn't even make a single sound. 
the only thing I heard were crickets.they were in the 
sky for about one minute then they just disappeared. 
These objects were orangish white that almost seemed 
to be see thru. I have never in my life seen anything 
like it. I called the local police, they advised me to 
call the airport which I did, no military planes that 
night. I called the NWS in Jackson, MS..no weather 
ballons at that time of night. I was also advided to call 
the air nat'l guard in pearl ms. who refered me to 
security which I did, they advised no military planes. 
they also told me my conversation was being recored 
which was fine with me. I just got the internet today. I 
don't want folks to thing I'm crazy but I know what I 
saw and it was nothing i have ever experienced 
before. While I was watching them I wasn't scared it 
was almost peacful but the next day I was a nervous 
wreck. 
 
This object moving over California was described 
by witnesses as blending into the sky - or looked 
like "part of the sky was moving." When a witness 
shined a laser pointer at the object, light dispersed 

across its surface and he realized was was "closer 
than what we thought." 
 
CA, May 7, 2009 - Cloaked flying object 
I really don't know how to think about this let alone 
write about it... My girl friend and I went out to the 
garden for a smoke, looking up i saw what i thought 
was a satellite passing over head, i ran inside and got 
my laser pointer to point it out to my girlfriend. We 
followed it as it traversed the sky south north it then 
seemed to fade away, only to reappear but this time it 
would pulse (maybe 20 times brighter) then 
disappear, reappear again, pulse and disappear again. 
This continued maybe 8 or 9 times. As strange as this 
was it is not why i felt the need tell someone. Just as 
it disappeared i looked up and saw something moving 
across the sky east/west, i still can't comprehend what 
i saw or what it was I think my brain is finding it hard 
to process it. The best way to describe it is to say that 
a part of the sky was moving, or at the very least 
something that blended in to the sky was, i know that 
doesn't make sense but my girlfriend was also was 
there and we are still trying to accept and comprehend 
what we saw. I then pointed the laser pointer so that i 
could keep track/focus on it as it was hard to follow, I 
was completely shocked when right off the bat the 
Laser hit it or i should say it dispersed across its 
surface spreading out and very bright. The next shock 
was the realization that it was a lot closer than i had 
originally thought and absolutely dead silent. The 
only way for me to describe it would be to say i could 
not see a definitive shape because it was, to use a Sci-
Fi term, cloaked!  
 
Do we have this type of technology? I'm still trying to 
grasp what happened and still feel the shock from the 
laser hitting it and how bright it became. It was like 
sensing something in a dark corner you shine a light 
to find there is nothing there only this time there is. 
 
Ohio witnesses watched a "massive" object the 
"size of an apartment building"  moving across the 
sky. 
 
OH, May 5, 2009 - Very large flashing object. 
 
A couple friends and I were at another friend's house 
watching a basketball game on tv. We left at 10:50 
p.m. and one friend drove three of us home. As we 
were driving on the freeway, I jokingly pointed to an 
object in the sky and said that it was a UFO. This was 
at about 11 p.m. That got everyone's attention and we 
had no idea what it actually was. One friend 
dismissed it as a radio tower because of how low it 



seemed. It also seemed to be hovering over a certain 
area. He then realized there were no radio towers in 
the town we live in. Once I saw that it was moving, 
my heart began to race. We were all in shock at what 
we were seeing. It had three visible flashing lights, all 
three of them different colors. It resembled a jet, but 
was moving to slow and completely silent. We 
quickly pulled into a parking lot to get a better look 
but it vanished behind some trees. Thinking we had 
seen all there was to see, we dropped off two of the 
friends. Minutes later, as I was being taken home, we 
saw it again. This time it was moving toward us. We 
quickly drove down a sparse yet usually busy road for 
a place to park. We parked the car and turned the 
lights off. At this time, we could see the bottom of the 
object. It was massive; about the size of an apartment 
building. It seemed to be so close to us yet it didn't 
make even the slightest noise. We watched it fly 
slowly into the distance until we lost site of it. I know 
all the flight patterns of commercial airlines around 
here and this object was on a course of its own. It was 
also ten times bigger than any jet I've ever seen. I was 
stunned by this experience and also very happy that I 
got to witness something so rare. After I got home, I 
did a bit of research and found a video on youtube of 
the same thing that I saw. PLEASE COPY AND 
PASTE LINK BELOW TO VIEW VIDEO  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N99DMRmRc-
8&feature=channel_page. I had a much better view 
than what is seen in this person's video. I am kicking 
myself for not recording it on my phone but I was 
way too caught up in the moment to even think about 
it. 
 
And finally today, a Texas witness describes this 
UFO as a large, black cube. 
 
TX, May 7, 2009 - Black Cube moving NW by 
SAT airport 
 
I was in my backyard with my dogs just about 
sundown. The sun had just gone below the horizon 
but the sky was still very bright with some high level 
haze or thin cloud cover. As usual I was watching the 
sky just looking for birds, airplanes, etc. We live 
under one of the approach paths for SAT airport and 
we have a lot of civilian and military traffic.I saw 
what at first I thought was a buzzard but then I 
noticed I couldn't see any wings and it was not 
circling as they usually do. The object was totally 
black with no reflection from the sun and was moving 
in a straight line to the Northwest at a steady pace. It 
was moving at about the speed of a normal civilian 
airliner as viewed at normal flight altitude. It did not 

deviate at all in altitude or direction. All of a sudden it 
occurred to me that this thing was not normal. I 
thought about grabbing my camera, but i realized that 
by the time it powered up the object would be gone 
over the horizon so I grabbed my binoculars instead. I 
got them focused on the object just before it 
disappeared over the horizon.The object was solid 
black with no light reflection and did not appear to be 
below the haze or cloud cover. It looked like a cube 
made up of large black balls. I would have thought it 
might be some kind of balloon except that it was a 
perfect cube and the surface looked more like just half 
of balls arranged to form a cube. I really can't judge 
the sized due nothing else being close to it in the sky. 
I've never seen anything like this before. Maybe it 
was some type of balloon but due to it's constant 
speed, direction, and altitude I doubt it. Right now I 
consider it to be a true Unidentified Flying Object. 
The attached JPG file is a simulation of what I saw. 
The object is not at correct scale. 

 
 

  
 

SSiiggnnss  DDoowwnn  BBeellooww  
 

But know this: difficult times will come in 
the last days. For people will be lovers of 

self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 



ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, 
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, 
without love for what is good, traitors, 

reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, holding to the form of 

religion but denying its power.  
2 Timothy 3:1-5 

 
 

 
 

'Steep rise' in Sri Lanka deaths 
BBC 
May 10, 2009 
 
At least 378 people have been killed by fierce shelling 
from the Sri Lankan army in the past 24 hours, a 
health official has told the BBC. 
 
The doctor, working in the northern conflict zone, 
said 1,122 others had been injured - and more bodies 
were on beaches and by the sides of roads. 
 
The army denies shelling the designated "safe zone" 
for civilians, and blames any deaths on Tamil Tiger 
rebels. 
 
The claims are impossible to verify as reporters are 
banned from the war zone. 
 
But the BBC's Charles Haviland, in Colombo, says a 
steady stream of information coming from the area 
suggests that civilians are being killed. 
 
And he says health officials are convinced that the 
shells are coming from territory held by the Sri 
Lankan army.  
 
The pro-rebel Tamilnet website reported that the army 
began to fire artillery shells late on Saturday. 
 
The site said as many as 2,000 civilians had been 
killed. 
 
Dr V Shanmugarajah said he could not confirm that 
figure but said the makeshift hospital he is working in 
- at a school in east Mullaivaikal in Mullaitivu district 
- had so far taken in 378 bodies. 

 
He said 106 of those killed were children. 
 
Claims of duress 
 
However, military spokesman Brigadier Udaya 
Nanayakkara said radar had detected Tamil Tigers 
themselves using artillery and mortar fire on two 
occasions in the morning, directed against civilians 
within their zone. 
 
"These doctors are giving statements based on some 
of the false propaganda given by the LTTE [Tamil 
Tigers]," he said. 
 
"Maybe there is an LTTE gun pointing at them and 
asking them to give a statement. All these stories are 
exaggerated to tarnish the image of the Sri Lankan 
troops who are fighting the LTTE terrorists." 
 
Sri Lankan defence spokesman Keheliya 
Rambukwella also told the BBC that reports of 
government shelling were "propaganda" of the Tigers. 
 
He said the guerrillas were "holding people to 
ransom" in their area, and accused them of killing 
nine civilians who were trying to escape their zone on 
Saturday. 
 
Earlier, doctors said two hospitals were struggling to 
cope with the casualties, and that people were hiding 
in bunkers and many makeshift tents had been burnt. 
 
They added that a government nursing officer was 
among those killed. 
 
The UN estimates that about 50,000 civilians are 
trapped by the conflict in a three-km-sq strip of land. 
 
The Tamil Tigers have fought for an independent 
homeland for Sri Lanka's Tamil minority since 1983. 
 
More than 70,000 people have been killed in the war. 

 
 

 
 

DC approves same-sex marriage law 
BBC 



May 6, 2009 
 
Washington DC city council has voted to recognize 
same-sex marriages conducted in other US states. 
 
As Washington DC is not a state, the decision will 
now have to be approved by Congress before it can 
become law. 
 
Four US states - Vermont, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts and Iowa - now permit gay marriage, 
and legislation to allow it is in progress in other 
states. 
 
A bill allowing same-sex marriage in Maine is likely 
to be sent soon to the governor to decide whether to 
sign it. 
 
On Wednesday, the Maine House of Representatives 
approved the legislation by 89 votes to 56. The 
measure will now go back before the State Senate, 
which is also expected to pass it before going to 
Democratic Governor John Baldacci. 
 
Mr. Baldacci, who has in the past opposed, gay 
marriage, has not made his intentions public. 
 
In Washington DC, the city council voted 12 votes to 
one to pass the resolution recognizing same-sex 
marriages performed elsewhere. 
 
Council member David A Catania - one of two openly 
gay members of the body - explained his reasons for 
supporting the measure during the debate. 
 
"This issue is whether or not our colleagues on a 
personal level view me and [Council member] Jim 
Graham as your equals," he said. 
 
"If we are permitted the same rights and 
responsibilities and obligations as our colleagues. So 
this is personal. This is acknowledging our families as 
much as we acknowledge you." 
 
Fellow council member, and former Washington DC 
Mayor Marion Barry, was the only member to vote 
against the proposal. 
 
"I understand this is personal to you and Mr. 
Graham," he said in response to Mr. Catania's 
remarks. 
 
"I resent Mr. Catania saying either you are a bigot or 
against bigotry as though this particular legislation 
represents all of that." 

 
The law will be sent to DC Mayor Adrian Fenty - a 
supporter of gay marriage - for approval, before being 
placed before Congress. 

 
 

 
 

Anti-government clash in Georgia 
BBC 
May 7, 2009 
 
Anti-government protesters and police have clashed 
in the Georgian capital, Tbilisi, amid rising national 
tensions. 
 
Riot police used batons on protesters trying to enter a 
police compound where three people were being held 
over the alleged beating of a local journalist. 
 
The clashes were the first major unrest since anti-
government demonstrations began in early April. 
 
They come a day after the authorities said they had 
thwarted an army mutiny at a base outside the capital. 
 
Later in the evening, opposition leaders and 
supporters gathered outside parliament for a rally, as 
they have daily since 9 April. 
 
The BBC's Tom Esslemont in Tbilisi says attendances 
at the rallies have dwindled but tensions in the city 
appear to be rising. 
The protesters are calling for the resignation of 
President Mikhail Saakashvili over his leadership 
record and his handling of Georgia's war with Russia 
last summer. 
 
'Small scuffle' 
 
The latest clashes broke out after dark in a suburb of 
Tbilisi after demonstrators, including opposition party 
leaders, surrounded the police station.  
 
They were demanding the release of three opposition 
activists arrested over the alleged beating of a reporter 
for a public broadcaster on Tuesday. 
 
Interior Ministry spokesman Shota Utiashvili said riot 
police used batons to force back protesters trying to 



break into the building and there had been "a small 
scuffle". 
 
Mr. Utiashvili denied accusations from protesters that 
police had used "excessive force", including firing 
rubber bullets into the crowds. 
 
He said saying the police had acted "with the utmost 
restraint". 
 
Television footage showed several injured protesters, 
including some with blood on their faces. 
 
The opposition said dozens of their supporters were 
injured, while Deputy Interior Minister Eka Zguladze 
put the number at 22, with six police officers also 
wounded. 
 
Later, several thousand protesters converged on 
parliament for further rallies. 
 
"This president has dug his own grave," said 
opposition leader Nino Burjanadze. 
 
"We'll be standing and fighting till the very end." 
 
Distraction  
 
On Tuesday, Mr. Saakashvili claimed his government 
had put down a brief mutiny among a tank battalion. 
 
Tbilisi had said it was part of a Russian-linked coup 
attempt to kill Mr. Saakashvili. 
 
But opposition parties said the alleged mutiny was a 
deliberate attempt by the government to distract 
attention from the new phase of anti-government 
protests. 
 
The latest unrest comes as Georgia hosts a series of 
Nato training exercises amid angry condemnation 
from Russia. 
 
They are taking place close to areas where Russian 
troops are stationed in Georgia's breakaway region of 
South Ossetia. 
 
Russia's President Dmitry Medvedev said the drills, 
involving more than 1,000 soldiers from 18 countries, 
were "an overt provocation". 

 
 

 
 

Feingold Bill Gives ALL US Water To The 
Feds! 
Rense.com 
May 8, 2009 
 
In April, 2009, Senator Feingold introduced (and 
gathered 24 co-sponsors already) legislation, S. 787, 
to fundamentally change the definition of "water" 
under control of the federal government: 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:S787:  
 
SEC. 4. DEFINITION OF WATERS OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 
 
Section 502 of the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1362) is amended— 
 
(1) by striking paragraph (7); 
 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (8) through (25) as 
paragraphs (7) through (24), respectively; and 
 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
 
`(25) WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES- The 
term `waters of the United States' means all waters 
subject to the ebb and flow of the tide, the territorial 
seas, and all interstate and intrastate waters and their 
tributaries, including lakes, rivers, streams (including 
intermittent streams), mudflats, sand flats, wetlands, 
sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa lakes, 
natural ponds, and all impoundments of the foregoing, 
to the fullest extent that these waters, or activities 
affecting these waters, are subject to the legislative 
power of Congress under the Constitution.'.  
 
SEC. 5. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS. 
 
The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1251 et seq.) is amended— 
 
(1) by striking `navigable waters of the United States' 
each place it appears and inserting `waters of the 
United States'; 
 
(2) in section 304(l)(1) by striking `NAVIGABLE 
WATERS' in the heading and inserting `WATERS 
OF THE UNITED STATES'; and 



 
(3) by striking `navigable waters' each place it 
appears and inserting `waters of the United States'.  
 
FIND OUT WHAT THIS MEANS - WATCH THIS 
SHORT VIDEO  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqHaUadsapc 
 
PLEASE VISIT OUR ONLINE NEWSLETTER 
TO VIEW VIDEO 

 
 

 
 

Commuters No More 
The Washington Post 
by Chris L. Jenkins 
May 4, 2009 
 
LURAY, Va. Steve Morgan fired up the weed 
whacker and flicked away a morning cigarette. 
 
"I should be in the middle of a workday right now," 
he said, starting in on a patch of weeds at the base of 
his acre property. Later, he would mow the lawn and 
muse about the Chinese garden he'd like to put out 
back one day. "I figure I'll put up a stone wall on the 
back there when I can afford it, maybe make a little 
stone path leading to the creek, there." 
 
Morgan is not used to this kind of morning routine. 
For about five years, he started his day at 2:30 a.m. 
preparing to drive to his warehouse job in Manassas. 
He traveled 60 miles each way, every day, for the job 
that paid $17 an hour. The job helped him buy this 
plot of land, his first, so he never complained about 
the pre-dawn drive there or the bumper-to-bumper 
drive back home. 
 
But that job is gone now. It evaporated in the 
sputtering Northern Virginia economy. So Morgan, 
along with many others in Luray and surrounding 
Page County -- where unemployment recently was as 
high as 17.7 percent -- spend their days picking 
through the scant job listings, tending to daytime 
chores or hunting for day laborer work. 
 
Morgan, 49, is one of hundreds of workers in Page 
(population 24,000) who for years counted on 
Virginia's Washington suburbs and the region's 

roaring economy for their livelihoods. They came for 
skilled-labor jobs -- many were carpenters and 
plumbers -- and the need for their labor seemed 
endless. The jobs were sometimes as far as 90 miles 
away and required a two-hour commute each way. 
But their wages were higher than most anything they 
would find in Page, where 60 percent of the 
workforce has to travel outside the county for work. 
Those far-flung jobs helped buy homes and property 
and cover college tuitions. 
 
When times were good, these workers were a symbol 
of the lengths many would go to take advantage of the 
benefits of job-rich Northern Virginia. When factory 
employment in Luray and other well-paying jobs 
started to dry up, many looked north for work and 
others went south to Harrisonburg. 
 
Now, many of these workers are an example of the 
ripple effect the Washington region's economic 
downturn is having on points south and west. 
 
"People saw you as lucky if you had a job in Northern 
Virginia, because after plants closed around here, 
there was hardly any good work," said Florhline 
Painter, executive director of the Work Force Job 
Center in downtown Luray, about 90 miles southwest 
of Washington. "You've got people now who were 
making $45,000 a year now looking for minimum-
wage jobs, and that's the only income coming in. The 
good jobs just aren't here." 
 
Some Northern Virginia job counselors have reported 
seeing desperate laid-off workers from as far away as 
southwest Virginia and North Carolina moving to the 
region looking for jobs, only to find that work isn't as 
plentiful as they had expected. 
 
Indeed, in February the number of jobs in Northern 
Virginia decreased by 13,600, or 1.1 percent, over last 
year. The biggest losses were in construction, down 
10.6 percent and trade and transportation jobs, down 
2.6 percent. In addition, both the Winchester and 
Harrisonburg areas, where many Page residents have 
also traditionally gone for jobs, saw job decreases of 
2.8 percent and 4.7 percent, respectively, during that 
same period. 
 
The upshot is that the economic situation is dire for 
many residents of this struggling county. Requests for 
help from social service agencies are up. Attendance 
for job retraining classes is up. The same is true for 
classes offering training for commercial driver's 
licenses and the high school equivalency exam. 



 
"Been here 30 years and never seen it like this, even 
when we were losing jobs back in 2002 and 2003," 
said Painter, who suspects that the unemployment rate 
was closer to 22 percent at its height over the winter. 
 
Ricky Lucas, 49, a carpenter who worked on 
commercial and residential properties, had been 
traveling to Northern Virginia for more than 20 years. 
He was never out of work more than two months 
during that time. He had a four-hour daily commute, 
but he was making $26.87 an hour, and with overtime 
he could bring home more than $50,000 a year. 
 
"You felt as if you'd always have a good job, because 
no one ever thought jobs in Northern Virginia would 
dry up," he said. 
 
Now he's been unemployed 10 months and is close to 
exhausting his $376 a week in unemployment 
insurance -- and the extension granted by the 
government. Still, like many of those interviewed, 
Lucas said he has refused all government assistance 
except for joblessness benefits -- no food stamps, no 
welfare, no Medicaid for him, his wife and his 
teenage son at home. "I just wouldn't feel right," he 
said. "There are people out there who need it more 
than me." 
 
Sporting black sweats and a graying five o'clock 
shadow one day recently, Lucas stopped at a job 
center looking for openings. He thought he had scored 
some work helping a neighbor do some work on his 
house, but that won't pay the bills for long, nor quell 
the anxiety. What frustrates him even more is that "it 
feels like there's work out there. But companies are 
just playing it safe. They don't want to hire, don't 
want to take a risk," he said. "There's work to be 
done, but I can't get to it." 
 
As for Morgan, he waits, putting in résumés, calling 
companies, hoping for calls back. He's new to this 
unemployment routine; he lost his job in late March. 
But he feels as if the walls are closing in on him 
already. 
 
After 20 minutes of slicing through weeds, Morgan 
stepped away from the whacker. He seemed lost. He 
headed into his work shed, an organized clutter of 
power saws, stray tools, fishing rods and coffee 
canisters filled with nails, screws and bolts. He took 
out a beer and looked around. "Plenty of things I 
could do in here, I guess," he said. But his wife was 
set to leave for work in a few hours, so he figured he 

would spend some time with her, get to the chores 
later. 
 
"Well, I guess I'll go in and talk to wifey," he said. 
"She's not used to me being at home this time of day." 
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All Cannings Bridge, nr Stanton St 
Bernard, Wiltshire. Reported 6th May. 

 

 
 

 
 

This formation was discovered from the air around 
10.45am Sunday May 3. The glyph can not be seen 



from the surrounding landscape. Overall diameter of 
this event is approximately 180 feet. Due to severe 
time constraints no critical examination of the laid 
plants was carried out. It did however appear that at 
least a few people had visited the circle during the 
early morning of day one, resulting in random 
damage to plants all over the formation. 

 
 

Clatford, nr Manton, Wiltshire. Reported 
4th May. 

 

 
 

 
 

This Pictogram was discovered from the air in the 
early morning of May 4 2009. It is not viewable from 

any position in the local landscape. During the night 
of the creation of the glyph there was moderate 
rainfall in the local area. 
 
The Glyph measures approximately 800 feet in length 
and around 250 feet wide. The crop is around 5 feet 
high. Further, the formation stretches over the crest of 
the hill at the top of the field, making any direct full 
length sight line out of the question. 
 
More or less all the laid rape-seed plants in the 
formation were noted as broken and / or severely 
damaged at the base of the stems. Also much severe 
bruising was well evident on the laid plants. Some of 
this damage to the plants can be seen in the ground 
shots on this page. Most notably this damage shows 
as dark strips that run down the centers of the narrow 
avenues in the formation. 
 
All damage to this formation looked systematic and 
intentional, and did not convey the appearance of 
standard regular hoaxing activity. 
 
According to a very qualified and certificated tracker 
that was present during the inspection "the visible 
damage to the plants must have occurred between 5 
and 6 hours prior to our inspection". This damage 
therefore must have occurred between 6am and 7am 
on May 4. 
 
A small key-ring torch and a sweet wrapper were 
found "placed" in the circle during our late morning 
inspection of the site, Neither the paper wrapper nor 
the torch had been exposed to the night rain or early 
dawn dew, therefore it is very probable that they were 
inserted later in the morning. This could be 
considered at best extremely curious!. 

 
 

All Cannings Bridge, nr Stanton St 
Bernard, Wiltshire. Reported 6th May. 

 

 
 



 
 

This circle was spotted from a nearby road in the 
early morning of May 6. The formation measures 202 
feet in diameter. Much of the formation was shabby 
and trodden by late morning on day one, making any 
full critical examination nonviable. Some percentage 
of the laid plants were noted to be bent and not 
broken at the base 
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Many die in Turkey wedding attack 
BBC 
May 5, 2009 
 
Masked attackers have raided a wedding party in 
south-eastern Turkey, killing 44 people, including six 
children. 
 
Sixteen women also died when attackers wielding 
automatic rifles and grenades burst into a celebration 
in Bilge Koyu, in Mardin province, officials said. 
 
Turkey has fought Kurdish separatists in the area for 
25 years, but this attack has been linked to a local 
"blood feud" and a pro-Turkish militia. 
 
Eight people were arrested with weapons overnight, 
the interior minister said. 
 
Besir Atalay said investigators had spent the night 
speaking to eyewitnesses in an effort to identify those 
responsible. 
 
The identities of those arrested have not yet been 
announced.  
 
"Eight people have been caught and detained, and 
their weapons confiscated. This can be understood as 
a blood feud between two families," Mr. Atalay said. 
 
Local media said there had been a feud between 
families in the village in recent years. 
 
Other unconfirmed reports said the assailants 
included members of a militia known as the Village 
Guards, who have helped government troops fight 
Kurdish separatist rebels in recent years. 
 
The Village Guards were set up in 1984 and have 
long been accused of involvement in illegal activities, 
says the BBC's David O'Byrne in Istanbul. 
 
If the group's complicity in these killings is proved, it 
is likely to reinforce calls for it to be disbanded, our 
correspondent adds. 
Horrifying scene 



 
The attack took place at a wedding celebration in the 
village of Bilge Koyu, about 20km (12 miles) from 
the city of Mardin. One report said there were about 
200 guests at the wedding. 
 
One relative who took the body of his nephew to a 
hospital said the site of the attack was horrifying. 
 
"You could not believe your eyes," Ahmet Can told 
Channel 24.  
 
Ferhat Ozen, deputy governor of Mardin province, 
said the assailants stormed into a house where 
wedding guests had assembled, firing automatic rifles 
and throwing hand grenades. 
 
Paramilitary police were sent to the village to pursue 
the attackers, he said. 
 
Another man whose relatives were caught up in the 
attack accused the gunmen of using explosives. 
 
"The shooting started right after they took their 
position to perform prayers," Tarik Kalkan said. 
 
"I've seen lots of bodies, their faces are 
unrecognisable. It's obvious that some explosives 
were also used." 
 
Mr. Atalay, the interior minister, was quick to play 
down suggestions of a Kurdish terror strike. 
 
"Based on the investigations so far, we have reached 
the opinion that it was not a terror event, but the 
prosecution is still investigating," he said. 
 
Although the interior minister did not mention the 
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) by name, analysts 
say his comments suggest the government is ruling 
out an attack by Kurdish militants. 
 
Rebels have been battling for more autonomy since 
1984 in the south of Turkey - an insurgency which 
has claimed more than 40,000 lives. 
 
The violence means many people carry guns - and our 
correspondent says tribal and family loyalties in the 
region run deep. 

 

 

 
 

Abusive messages to 12-year-old victim 
The Independent 
by Terri Judd 
May 6, 2009 
 
Within hours of being diagnosed with swine flu, 
schoolgirl Phoebe Wyburd began to receive a string 
of text messages, one of which said: "You will die." 
 
The 12-year-old, one of six pupils at her school with 
the H1N1 virus, has also had strange calls and 
abusive postings on Facebook, the social networking 
website. 
 
"We do feel a little bit like we have got the plague, 
but it is just like a minor cold," said her father, 
Francis, 45. "We have had some crank calls. And 
there are some worried, quite aggressive parents 
saying 'none of you should be allowed out'. It is rather 
extreme." 
 
Mr. Wyburd, a management consultant, said that 
while many people were supportive, others 
misunderstood the severity of the virus and showed 
"ignorance". Phoebe, he added, was feeling much 
better after being given the antiviral drug Tamiflu; the 
biggest problem was that she was bored by her 
enforced absence from the independent Alleyn's 
School in Dulwich, south-east London. It was closed 
for a week on Monday, with all staff and pupils given 
Tamiflu. "The school has been fantastic and the 
Health Protection Agency outstanding," Mr. Wyburd 
added. 
 
Dolphin School in Battersea, southwest London, has 
also closed as a precautionary measure after two 
children, siblings of one of the sick pupils at Alleyn's, 
contracted the virus. 

 
 



 
 

Some stockpiling to prepare should times 
turn perilous  
Kansas City Star 
by Rick Montgomery 
April 25, 2009 
 
Ammo. Canned goods. Vegetable seeds. Fortified 
water by the case. 
 
They are reportedly flying off the shelves, these 
staples of the stockpile crowd. 
 
“Survivalist” isn’t the right term, not in a downturn 
that has got everyone nervous. “Preparedness” or 
“self-sufficiency” — that is what they are saying. 
 
Adhesive bandages. Gardens in the works — be they 
victory gardens or, as some prefer, “crisis gardens.” 
 
The closet off the living room in the Owens home 
near Lawson, Mo., isn’t huge, but it’s organized. 
 
Heavy coats, sweatshirts and Ron Owens’ cap 
collection greet wife, Jan, as she enters and flips the 
light. She pulls back the heavy coats. 
 
There, on a rack covering the wall: Nonfat dry milk. 
Rice. A cast-iron skillet. 
 
“You never know when you’ll need it,” she said of 
the food supplies she began stockpiling five months 
ago. 
 
Jan is a cheery person who works in a nursing home. 
She apologizes for the cramped closet, just up the 
stairs from the cramped basement bathroom where 
more essentials are stuffed behind a curtain: Stewed 
tomatoes. First aid in a suitcase. Large bottles of 
liquor. 
 
“Er … that’s for snakebite,” deadpans Ron, who 
works in alternative fuels and holds an MBA. 
The couple’s easy disposition — Ron plays mandolin 
on the porch — belies a worry shared by many in this 
final year of a stormy decade. 

 
If Sept. 11 wasn’t enough, if Hurricane Katrina and 
spiking oil prices weren’t enough, if a federal 
government diving into 14-digit debt wasn’t enough, 
Jan and others now ask, “What if the banks close?” 
 
Are times that perilous? 
 
Frankly, not to Joe Levy, a clerk at Mickey’s Surplus 
in Kansas City, Kan., where mannequin heads sport 
gas masks. 
 
“Compared to the Depression, this is nothing!” said 
Levy, 78, whose family of German Jews fled the Nazi 
regime and came to America in 1937. “I have faith in 
this country. Things will come around.” 
 
Many agree. For the first time in five years, more 
Americans than not say the country is headed in the 
right direction, according to an Associated Press poll 
released last week. 
 
But among the 44 percent who say “wrong direction” 
and countless others who just wonder if they are 
prepared for the next blow, natural or man-made, it 
makes sense to grab 10 cans of corn on sale instead of 
two. 
 
Nationwide, retailers report shortages of canning jars, 
water-purification tablets and ammunition — 
especially ammunition. 
 
For many gun owners, the stockpiling “isn’t just kind 
of — its full on,” said Jeff Neuman of The Bullet 
Hole gun store and firing range in Overland Park. 
“We’re real thin on ammunition, same as 
everywhere.” 
 
Much of the ammunition crunch is tied to concerns 
other than economic. Gun-rights groups worry that 
the Obama administration and a Democratic Congress 
will stiffen firearm restrictions. Some state 
legislatures are looking at bills that aim to slap serial 
numbers on bullets. 
 
But area firearm dealers say the creeping unease 
extends beyond the threat of gun-control forces in 
positions of power. 
 
“I think it’s all of the above,” said Mike Malone of 
the Olathe Gun Shop: Global terrorism. National debt.  
Big banks teetering. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security this month 



issued a report to law enforcement officials warning 
that home foreclosures, unemployment and the 
recession “could create a fertile recruiting 
environment for right-wing extremists.” 
 
The report ignited conservatives and veterans groups 
with its suggestion that military personnel returning 
from war could be ripe for the picking. Homeland 
Security Secretary Janet Napolitano on Friday 
apologized to veterans. 
 
The extreme right hardly has a corner on today’s 
doom market. 
 
Web sites such as LifeAftertheOilCrash.net and 
TheNewSurvivalist.com foresee escalating violence 
and cascading calamities in the aftermath of “peak 
oil” production, global warming or other world-
changing crises. 
 
For Jennifer Olsen, a passion to prepare was validated 
by recent news of the nation’s energy grid being 
tapped (but not disrupted) by computer hackers, some 
from foreign lands. Mass chaos looms, “but not for 
my little family,” said Olsen, a Phoenix area woman 
who can hardly wait to move into a house the family 
just bought in Kansas City. 
 
“Plans are already under way for rainwater collection, 
solar shower, gray-water usage, turning the lawn into 
useful food and habitat …” she wrote in an e-mail. 
 
Zohara Hieronimus — author, former broadcaster and 
holistic health care advocate — said: “Fear of an 
unknown future compels us as individuals and 
communities to get all kinds of insurance plans.” 
 
Unlike most insurance plans, stocking up for the 
worst can be therapeutic. It offers a sense of control 
when so many things seem out of control, said 
Hieronimus, whose Baltimore-based radio show 
urged listeners to prepare for the Y2K scare a decade 
ago. 
 
“People saving food, saving water, buying 
ammunition — they’re all expressing a love for life. 
They’re doing what they can to save the life they 
know,” she said. 
 
The winter sales at Strasser True Value in Kansas 
City, Kan., suggested something less profound to 
general manager LeRoy Andrews. 
 
“We sold more electric heaters this year than we ever 

did before,” but Andrews reckoned it was to help 
homeowners cut their gas bills. 
 
He said demand for emergency generators wasn’t 
close to what his store faced in the run-up to Y2K, 
when the century’s impending turn spurred fears of 
massive power outages. 
 
“Some probably are stocking up on essentials a little 
more than normal,” Andrews said, “but it might be 
because you don’t know if you’re going to have a job 
tomorrow.” 
 
The Owens’ garden, just planted, is big enough to 
sustain everyone on their rural cul-de-sac should 
summer bring disaster — economical or 
meteorological. 
 
“You make time to do the basic things,” Ron said. 
“It’s a process.” 
 
Jan grins: “Some of our neighbors think we’re a little 
… (she clicks her tongue) … off.” 
 
The neighbors are part of this whether they know 
it or not. 
 
“If they’re not as well prepared for whatever might 
happen, we’d like them to know everything on our 
property would be theirs, too,” Ron said. “If it takes 
community living, that’s what it takes.” 
 
Back in the cramped closet, Jan spins around to face 
more shelves loaded with essentials: Disinfecting 
wipes. A supply of old cell phones. A tin can holding 
game tiles. 
 
“See,” she said, “if we want we could even play 
dominoes.” 

 
 

 
 

Farming family guilty of 'grotesque' 
cruelty 
The Independent 
by Terri Judd 
May 9, 2009 
 



Five members of one family were found guilty of 
"grotesque" cruelty yesterday after one of Britain's 
largest horse-rescue operations. RSPCA inspectors 
who raided Spindle Farm in Buckinghamshire last 
year found a "horror scene" of starving, emaciated 
and diseased animals, surrounded by the rotting 
corpses of others. 
 
In total, 115 horses, ponies and donkeys were rescued 
and 32 others were found dead in varying states of 
decay. 
 
Yesterday, trader James Gray, 45, and his son James 
Junior, 16, were found guilty of 11 charges under the 
Animal Welfare Act 2006. His wife Julie, 41, and 
daughters Jodie, 26, and Cordelia, 20, were each 
convicted of two charges under the same Act.  
 
Nicolas De Brauwere, the head of welfare at 
Redwings, one of the horse sanctuaries called in to 
help, said: "I feel the evidence of cruelty and the 
extent of equine suffering in this case was so 
overwhelming that a guilty verdict was the only 
possible outcome so I am delighted with today's 
result. "I have no doubt that what myself and my 
colleagues saw that day will remain with us for the 
rest of our lives." 
 
During a 51-day trial, Bicester magistrates' court in 
Oxfordshire heard that the RSPCA inspectors called 
at the farm in Amersham in January last year to find 
what some of them described as the worst case of 
animal cruelty they had ever seen. 
 
Horses were crammed into overcrowded pens, ankle-
deep in their own manure. Some of the 140 animals 
were so emaciated and disease-ridden that they had to 
be put down. 
 
Hooves and body parts were discovered scattered 
across the farm, along with a mound made up of 
bones and skulls. As many as 32 carcasses were 
found. Some had been burnt on a bonfire and others 
were covered with rubbish. The court was told that 
Gray, shouted abuse at officers during the the 
inspection. He told the trial it was common for horses 
to "drop down dead" without warning, and the 
corpses were "family pets" waiting to be buried. 
 
RSPCA inspector Kirsty Hampton said: "This case 
was distressing beyond measure. What we were 
confronted with on arrival at the farm was grotesque. 
To see animals in such awful condition was 
overwhelming and those that had survived were 

shown little care or consideration. Many horses and 
ponies had just been left to starve, and the smell of 
rotting flesh was overpowering." 
 
As he delivered the guilty verdicts, District Judge 
Andrew Vickers reminded the defendants that all 
family members – who denied the charges – shared 
responsibility for the neglect. The father and son were 
found guilty on all 11 counts of causing unnecessary 
suffering. The three women were convicted of two 
charges of failing to protect animals from pain, injury, 
suffering and disease but acquitted of the nine cruelty 
charges. 
 
Gray, who has a previous conviction for causing 
unnecessary suffering to a horse in October 2006, will 
be sentenced along with the other members of his 
family on 12 June. 
 
After the verdicts, a spokesman for the RSPCA said: 
"Our inspectors will never forget the scene that 
greeted them at Spindle Farm last year and we are 
glad that justice has been done. This verdict sends a 
clear message out about animal welfare." 
 
Paul Jepson, chief executive and resident veterinary 
surgeon of the Horse Trust, which was among the 
charities to take in some of the sick animals, said: 
"Many of the animals have made a spectacular 
recovery and it has been a joy to watch them bucking 
and playing in the fields." 

 
 

 
 

Immigrants hurt in Greek violence 
BBC 
May 10, 2009 
 
Five immigrants have been injured after far-right 
demonstrators tried to storm a disused courthouse in 
Athens occupied mainly by illegal migrants from 
Africa. 
 
Dozens of protesters hurled stones and fireworks at 
the eight-storey building on Saturday night, while 
those living inside threw bricks and masonry slabs. 
 
Police said nine officers were also injured in the 
violence. 
 



Three youths were arrested over the attack, which 
came after a march by the anti-immigrant Golden 
Dawn group. 
 
The protesters waved banners reading "Foreigners 
mean crime" and "We have become foreigners in our 
own country".  
 
Left-wing groups staged a counter-rally nearby and 
riot police were deployed to keep the two sides apart. 
 
Petrol bombs and stones were thrown between the 
two groups, and the violence continued when anti-
immigrant protesters descended on the old 
courthouse. 
 
The Associated Press news agency reports that 
hundreds of immigrants live in squalid conditions in 
the building, amid piles of fetid rubbish and human 
waste without electricity or running water. 
 
Fouad, a 33-year-old Moroccan immigrant living in 
the building, told AP that he could not understand 
why the protesters had attacked. 
 
"We didn't do anything. Why do they treat us like 
this?" he said. 
 
"The police did nothing. Here in Greece, human 
rights don't exist." 

 
 

 
 

AArr kkss  ooff   SSaaffee  HHaavveenn  
www.arksofsafehaven.org 

“Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, to 
bring the poor and homeless into your house, to 
clothe the naked when you see him, and to not 
ignore your own flesh [and blood]” Isaiah 58:7 
 
The mission of Arks of Safe Haven is to connect via 
an extensive network and online message board 

forum, those individuals and families who have been 
affected by recent economic downfalls and are in 
need with those individuals who are ready, willing 
and capable of providing assistance to those in need 
with employment, shelter, work, food, clothing and 
other necessities. 
 
Coupled with our primary mission of delivering the 
Kingdom Message of Salvation, the assistance of 
Arks of Safe Haven is available to all who are in 
need. Our purposeful intention is to follow in the 
footsteps of Christ as our example, by providing hope 
to the hopeless and answering the prayers of those 
who have been forced to live outside of society. 
 
How You Can Help? 
 
In order to provide for those whose outcry of prayers 
have reached our heavenly Father's ears, Arks of Safe 
Haven is seeking out those who are able to provide 
shelter, whether it be an extra bedroom, empty rental 
property or a work for room and board agreement. 
Additionally, we also act as a liaison in connecting 
those with tangible items to donate to those in need 
like Food, Water, Clothing, & Other Personal Items. 
We pray that your heart is motivated to make a 
contribution, no matter how small. 
 
Below are current cases that we are working on 
for people who are in need. If you're able to help 
these families in ANY WAY please visit the Arks 
of Safe Haven forum at www.arksofsafehaven.org. 
and let them know! 
 
Cowboy2359 - We found a motor home in running 
condition but it needs some work. We need some 
paneling, a refrigerator that is 24" front to back 
without the doors on (so it will fit through the entry 
door of the motor home) 110v or 110 and gas, and 
any other supplies that can be donated. Thank you all 
for your responses to our earlier call for help. The 
suggestions were great. Thank you and god bless you 
all. 
 
Kat1961 - Highland Heights, KY - Highland 
Heights, KY (close to Cincinnati, Ohio) First off, 
thank you for taking the time to read this. I became 
very ill in September, lost my job in October and lost 
my car in early January. I have had fibromyalgia for 
13 years, and unfortunately, it flared up quite 
severely. Additionally, it was discovered I have 
pernicious anemia (vitamin B12 deficiency). In the 
past month, I have become well enough to get back to 
work. I'm blessed with 23 years of experience as an 



Administrative Assistant so I have good, strong skills 
to fall back upon. I have registered with an agency, 
and tested very well on all Microsoft products. The 
problems I am facing are being behind in my rent one 
month ($690 + late fees), a $300 electric bill balance 
and not having a car to get to and from work. My 
apartment complex manager has been great and 
patient. I've already gotten help from every group in 
town on the electric bill, and I get food from the 
pantries each month. I would be happy to ride the bus, 
but the bus stop is quite a long walk, and I'm not 
physically able to walk to and from it each day. I need 
to find an old, yet reliable car that I could buy from 
someone who would allow me to make small 
payments on for a couple of months. Thank you in 
advance for your very kind consideration. God bless 
you all! 

 
 
 

 
 

SSiiggnnss  iinn  NNaattuurr aall   
DDiissaasstteerr ss  

 
“You are going to hear of wars and rumors 

of wars. See that you are not alarmed, 
because these things must take place, but the 
end is not yet. For nation will rise up against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 
will be famines and earthquakes in various 

places.” Matthew 24:6-7 

  
 

 
 

Death toll from Brazil floods increases to 
30 
By CAROLINA ESCALERA – May 6, 2009 
 
SAO PAULO (AP) — Authorities struggled 
Wednesday to reach dozens of small cities in northern 
Brazil after floods and mudslides washed out roads 
and highways. The death toll from the flooding rose 
to at least 30 people. 
 
Months of heavy rains extending from the Amazon 
jungle to the Atlantic coast have dislodged nearly 
200,000 people from their homes and stranded 
thousands more in 10 states, according to civil 
defense officials. 
 
"We are having difficulties getting help to people 
because many roads have been swept away with the 
floods," said Abner Ferreira, the civil defense official 
in the hardest-hit state, Maranhao, where at least eight 
people have died. Ferreira said at least six highways 
were shut down. 
 
"We have two helicopters from the air force," Ferreira 
said. "We are using trucks and boats to get people 
help." 
 
Television footage showed the rooftops of houses 
poking out of water in flooded towns and people 
using boats to move around. 
 
Brazilian army Lt. Ivar Araujo said the water level of 
a river in one of the most affected regions in 
Maranhao has been rising about 1 foot (30 
centimeters) per day. He said two bridges have been 
destroyed. 
 
"There are some places that the water is so high that 
not even a boat can get to people," Araujo said. 
"Some people don't want to leave their homes but the 
houses have at least a meter and a half (5 feet) of 
water or more." 
Araujo said the Brazilian army has sent more than 
500 soldiers to aid the victims over the past two 



weeks. He said shelters are full, including a school 
holding more than 1,000 people. 
 
"I didn't have time to get my things from the house," 
Francisca Antonia Gomes told Globo's G1 Web site 
in the state of Piaui. "I lost everything." 
 
The flooding forced owners to close their shops and 
classes have been canceled in many schools in the 
affected areas. 
 
"In only three hours it rained as much as we are used 
to seeing in two months," Odileida Sampaio, the 
mayor of the Para state city of Altamira, was quoted 
by the official Agencia Brasil news agency as saying. 
"It's a complicated situation that is affecting mainly 
the poor and the business owners." 
 
The rains also interrupted the transfer of iron ore from 
the Carajas mine. Iron ore, the main ingredient in 
steel, is shipped overseas from Sao Luis, the state 
capital of Maranhao. The railway also transports 
1,300 people per day. Vale is the world's second-
largest mining company and the planet's biggest iron 
ore producer. 
 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva flew 
over the hardest-hit areas on Tuesday, delivering food 
baskets to shelters and meeting with local officials. 
Silva promised aid to repair infrastructure, while 
voicing concerns that global climate change could be 
responsible for the unusually heavy rains and 
destruction. 
 
Floods and mudslides late last year in the southern 
state of Santa Catarina killed more than 100 people, 
displaced 80,000 and set off a round of brutal looting 
in a devastated port city by people desperate for 
drinking water and food. 
 
More rain is expected in the north in coming weeks, 
officials said. 

 
 

 
 

California Fire Disaster: Fierce Winds 
Rage On 
Firefighters Attempt to Rein in Unrelenting Flames; Thousands 

Forced to Flee 
By SARAH NETTER 
May 7, 2009  
 
A fierce wildfire raged through the hills near Santa 
Barbara, Calif., on Thursday, forcing thousands of 
residents to flee. 
 
More than 2,300 firefighters are working to control 
the fires. 
 
Propelled by 50-mile-per-hour winds, at least 75 
homes vanished in flames. The fires have scorched at 
least 2,700 acres of the American Riviera. 
 
"There were these walls of what looked like 300-foot-
high flames right in front of the house," one resident 
told ABC News. "The embers were... right in front of 
our front window. ...You could feel the heat." 
 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who declared a state of 
emergency in Santa Barbara County on Wednesday, 
estimated that dozens of homes had been destroyed -- 
but no real figure exists because the thick smoke and 
intense blaze have prevented an accurate tally. 
 
More than 13,500 people have been evacuated so far, 
many of them notified through the area's reverse 911 
notification system, according to ABC affiliate 
KABC.  
 
The fires were fed by so-called "sundowner winds," 
which carried twice the usual amount of pressure over 
the mountains and pushed flames into the populated 
canyons at gusts of 65 mph. 
 
"The effect is like putting a bellows into the fire," 
incident meteorologist Robert Balfour told ABC 
News. "It's just pumping oxygen into it, causing the 
fire to increase and move rapidly." 
 
As the heat builds in the valleys, the late afternoon 
winds dry the surrounding hills. Combined with 
unseasonably hot temperatures, the weather has 
created a perfect storm for a raging wildfire. 
 
Nearly 1,400 firefighters are trying to rein in the 
flames, which show no sign of relenting. Firefighters 
worked tirelessly, saving hundreds of homes from 
devastation. 
 
"We really can't do any containment lines. It's too 
dangerous," Santa Barbara County fire Capt. David 
Sadecki said, according to The Associated Press. 
"We're doing some structure protection, but 



firefighters can be in a safe location one minute and 
in a dangerous situation the next." 
 
At least 10 firefighters have been injured, according 
to The AP, including three Ventura County 
firefighters whose engine was overtaken by flames as 
they tried to protect a structure.  
 
"They experienced a sudden firestorm and the heat 
radiation, which caused a lot of their burn injuries," 
said Ventura County Fire Chief Bob Roper.  
 
They were airlifted to a Los Angeles burn center, 
where two were treated for moderate burns and a third 
was treated for smoke inhalation, according to center 
spokesman Roy Forbes. 
 
'The Sky Is Just Deep Orange' 
 
The blaze bore down on the city at frightening speed, 
said Chad Jenson, a food server at Giovanni's Pizza. 
 
"The sky is just deep orange and black, pretty much 
our whole hillside is going down," Jenson said. 
 
Police have gone door to door telling people to get 
out immediately. There are now close to 6,000 homes 
under mandatory evacuation. 
 
"They were doing a great job, and things can change 
just in the snap of a finger, and ... all of a sudden a 
situation that looks like it's stabilized becomes 
extremely dangerous," resident Andy Winchester told 
"Good Morning America" today.  
 
Residents left their homes dragging suitcases down 
the street and scrambling to pack as many possessions 
as they could into their cars. 
 
"You have to drop everything and get up here as fast 
as you can," said resident John Chavez. "They don't 
give you much time to get off work and try to fight 
the traffic and get all your stuff together." 
 
"It's very much the luck of the draw," Winchester 
said. "You hope your house survives, you hope every 
house survives, but you know it is a challenge of the 
conditions and the firefighters are out there doing a 
great job and, hopefully, it all works out." 
 
Residents told KABC that the brush in the Santa 
Barbara foothills hasn't burned in more than 40 years. 
 
"We haven't had a fire in this canyon since 1964, so 

we're due," Kathleen Galbraith, a Santa Barbara 
resident, said. "We always have everything at the 
ready to load up all the animals, and we have a 
sprinkler hooked up to the well to make sure we have 
it on the house, and then we leave." 

 
 

 
 

Johnston Hit By Apparent Tornadoes 
MyDailyRecord.com 
5/6/2009 
 
As many as a dozen homes across eastern North 
Carolina were damaged and three minor injuries were 
reported from apparent tornadoes that touched down 
shortly after 5 p.m. on Tuesday. 
 
Two of the injuries were reported in Nash County, 
and one in Wilson County. In Johnston County, at 
least two homes sustained significant structural 
damage, along with a building at Cattail Pond on N.C. 
96 north of N.C. 42, WTSB radio reported. 
 
Debbie and Ricky Davis were in their home on N.C. 
96 North when the twister struck. 
 
Ricky Davis said he had just enough time to yell at 
his wife who was cooking and they both took shelter 
in a closet. Within seconds, the home they had shared 
for 16 years was destroyed. 
 
"The roof is gone and there is glass everywhere," he 
told WTSB. While in the closet, Mrs. Davis 
remembered she had left the gas stove on, but her 
husband said if they had emerged from the closet 
while the tornado was tearing through their home they 
would have been killed. 
 
Tracy Hinton who lives nearby said, "It's sounded just 
like a train, like everyone says." 
 
The tornado narrowly avoiding hitting the Antioch 
Fire Department, on N.C. 39 North, where a staging 



area for emergency operations was established 
Tuesday evening. Power crews arrived on the scene 
quickly to begin the task of restoring electricity to the 
affected areas. 
 
Johnston County officials said the damage appeared 
to stretch for about 6 miles. Fire departments and 
Department of Transportation crews worked to clear 
several roadways across the northern part of the 
county that was blocked by fallen trees and debris. 
 
The National Weather Service will announce later if 
the damage was caused by a tornado, but for the 
residents in the Antioch and Thanksgiving 
communities, there is no doubt about what caused the 
destruction. 

 
 

 
Alaska's Mt. Redoubt volcano has started showing increased activity again.  

 

Alaska's Mt. Redoubt volcano showing 
increased activity 
May 5, 2009 
Las Angeles Times 
Kelly Burgess 
 
Though it's still at an "orange" watch level instead of 
a "red" eruption level on the Alaska Volcano 
Observatory website, the most recent observation 
posted on the site states that seismic and rock fall 
activity is at a heightened level. 
 
Scientists monitoring the volcano believe an eruption 
is likely in the coming days. 
 
Their observations conclude that the growing lava 
dome is becoming increasingly unstable. Should a 
dome failure occur, it likely would result in a 
significant explosion producing high-altitude ash 
plumes and possible ash fall in parts of south-central 
Alaska. 
 
Sounds as if the slumbering giant is reawakening. 

 

 

 
 

Venezuelan capital jolted by 5.3 
earthquake 
May 4, 2009 
 
CARACAS (Reuters) - An earthquake sent residents 
running from their homes and shook buildings across 
oil exporting Venezuela's densely populated coastal 
region, including the capital Caracas, before dawn on 
Monday. 
 
The quake was 5.3 magnitude, with the epicenter 25 
miles south of Caracas and at a depth of 6.2 miles, the 
U.S. Geological Survey said. 
 
The tremor was the second to hit Venezuela in recent 
weeks, unusual for OPEC member nation. Despite 
early morning rain, many Caracas residents ran from 
their homes as buildings shook at 5:40 a.m. EDT. 
 
Venezuela's Civil Protection Authority said the quake 
had caused alarm but there were no reports of damage 
or casualties. State oil company PDVSA said its 
installations were unaffected. 
The tremor and three smaller aftershocks were felt in 
several of Venezuela's most populated states close to 
the Caribbean coast and officials called for calm. 
 
"Fortunately, we have not yet received any reports of 
material or structural damage," Interior Minister 
Tareck El Aissami said on state television. "Residents 
who are in the street should return to their homes." 
 
The earthquake hit an area that contains little of 
Venezuela's oil operations and the government said 
everything was running normally. 
 
"We have reports of absolute normality from all 
areas," Oil Minister Rafael Ramirez said on state 
television. 
 
Venezuela's seismological authorities measured the 
tremor as 5.4 magnitude, with a 4.0 magnitude tremor 
registered about 15 minutes after the first. 
 
In 1967 a large earthquake hit Caracas, causing tower 



blocks to collapse and killing 240 people, mainly in a 
wealthy district in the center of the city. 

 
 

 
 

Natural Disaster Update 
Source: http://home.att.net/~thehessians/disasterwatch.html 

 

QUAKES 
 

5/3/09 – 
5.6 GUATEMALA 
5.0 STATE OF YAP, MICRONESIA 
 
5/4/09 – 
5.4 PAPUA, INDONESIA 
5.0 SOUTHERN KERGUELEN PLATEAU 
5.0 BANDA SEA 
5.4 MIRANDA, VENEZUELA 
5.1 SOLOMON ISLANDS 
  
5/6/09 – 
5.2 BOUGAINVILLE REGION, P.N.G. 
5.1 SOUTHEAST OF LOYALTY ISLANDS  
 
5/7/09 – 
5.2 NEAR COAST OF SOUTHEASTERN IRAN 
There was a whole collection of small quakes all 
around Europe and Turkey. 

 
VOLCANOES 

 
INDONESIA -  Volcanologists at Mount RINJANI in 
Lombok, West Nusa Tenggara Province closed the 
mountain as eruptions intensified since Monday 
(April 27). On Sunday, repeated explosion were heard 
since 5.50 AM local time, but activities have been 
escalating since Saturday (May 2) afternoon. The 
Mining and Energy office of West Nusa Tenggara 

Province reported a crater began to form at the eastern 
slope of the mountain. The eruptions had not caused 
terrible impacts “but a small crater began to form” in 
the eastern part of the mountainous area at Mount 
Baru Jari. On Saturday (May 2) volcanic ash and 
smoke eruption have reached to about 8.000 meters. 
The eruption is the latest major one recorded in five 
years. The last huge eruption was in 1994. 
 
INDONESIA -  Mount BARUJARI, a volcano in the 
middle of the crater lake of Mount Rinjani on 
Lombok Island, continued to emit volcanic ash and 
smoke on Sunday. But the eruptions were relatively 
smaller than those on Saturday. “The eruptions are 
almost like firecrackers, but the volcano is safe." The 
volcano, sprayed hot ashes into the Segara Anak, the 
Crater Lake contained within Mount Rinjani. The 
lava did not pose a danger to people because it was 
quite far from the nearest village in Senaru, Bayan 
sub district, in North Lombok. The volcano last 
erupted in September 2004. 
 
ALASKA -  Seismic activity at Mount Redoubt 
increased over 24 hours on Sunday and a steam and 
ash plume rising above the volcano increased in size 
dramatically in the 9 o'clock hour Sunday night. The 
activity "appears to be gaining intensity. Seismic 
activity has increased markedly in the last 24 hours, 
showing stronger volcanic tremor and more frequent 
rock fall events." Late Sunday night scientists said 
that an explosive eruption is now more likely in the 
next few days than it has been in the last few weeks. 
The alert level remains at orange. Redoubt has not 
had an explosive eruption since April 4 when the 
volcano created an ash fall along the Kenai Peninsula. 
An eruption on March 28 forced the closure of Ted 
Stevens Anchorage International Airport for about 20 
hours. The first series of explosive events began 
March 22 when Redoubt ended months of 
anticipation with six powerful blasts. (photos) 
 
INDONESIA -  Besides Mt Baru Jari, several 
volcanoes in Indonesia have shown an increase in 
activities recently. Mt Slamet in Central Java sprayed 
thick ash last week, covering the nearby regencies of 
Tegal and Purbalingga. On April 24, Mt Anak 
Krakatau, located in the Sunda Strait, also showed 
increasing activity, with 237 small eruptions. This 
started on April 15, with 156 small explosion and 25 
volcanic quakes. Earlier last month, Mt Kerinci, the 
highest mountain in Sumatra, also sprayed ash, 
covering areas in the Kerinci regency of Jambi 
province. Small eruptions continued throughout the 
month. In March, Mt Semeru, which, at 3.676 meters 



above sea level is the highest volcano in Java, also 
showed increased activity with several small 
explosions and tremors. Residents in regencies around 
the mountain, including Lumajang and Malang in 
East Java, were told to be on alert.  
 
Dukono, a volcano on the Indonesian island of 
Halmahera, released a plume of ash and steam on 
May 3. The plume continued a pattern of intermittent 
activity in an ongoing eruption. Dukono is a complex 
volcano with multiple summit peaks and overlapping 
craters. The volcano’s remote location makes reports 
of its activity rare, but it ranks among Indonesia’s 
most active volcanoes.  
 
ALASKA -  Get ready for another possible eruption 
from Redoubt within the next few days as activity at 
Mount Redoubt is again increasing. Late Tuesday, 
seismic activity at Mount Redoubt intensified from 
discrete, repeating events to continuous tremor. 
 
HAWAII -  The vog (volcanic smog) covering the 
islands is the WORST IT HAS BEEN IN YEARS, 
American Lung Association officials said. A 
combination of light winds out of the south and the 
eruptions at Kilauea Volcano created the situation. 
 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO -  The 
volcanoes in the central African nation could be about 
to erupt, threatening Goma, which has a population of 
more than half a million people. Scientists found 
evidence of intense volcanic activity — including 
tremors, pools of lava and plumes of smoke — at two 
volcanoes near a major city in eastern Congo, and 
said some residents had fled for fear of an eruption. 
The two volcanic peaks are Nyiragongo and 
Nyamulagira. "The eruption could be tomorrow, or 
the day after — or at any other time." The 
Nyiragongo crater is only 11 miles (18 kilometers) 
north of Lake Kivu, where Goma is located. 1.3 
million people are threatened by the two volcanoes, 
including the residents of Goma, the villages 
surrounding it and the inhabitants of Gisenyi, located 
across the Rwandan border. "The villagers living near 
Nyiragongo have already left their villages after they 
saw the volcano shake today. They thought it was 
already erupting." Nyiragongo is listed as one of the 
eight most dangerous volcanoes in the world and its 
lava can flow at up to 24 miles (40 kilometers) per 
hour. 

 
TROPICAL STORMS  

The death toll from tropical storm “Dante" (Kujira) 
has risen to 21 while three remain missing in the 

Philippines. 
 
While tropical storm "Dante" moved away from 
Philippine territory Monday, state weather forecasters 
warned of a new possible weather disturbance. The 
tropical cyclone may reach Philippine territory as 
early as Wednesday. The cyclone, should it enter 
Philippine territory, will be named "Emong." 
 
PHILIPPINES -  residents might have to brace for a 
tropical storm that will enter Philippine territory this 
week on Wednesday or Thursday. It may make 
landfall on Saturday. The Philippine Atmospheric 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (Pagasa) said the cyclone will be 
named “Emong" once it enters the country. The 
coming cyclone, which is considered a tropical storm 
[Chan-Hom] , packs winds of 64 to 117 kph.  
 
Tropical Storm Kujira  will move away from the 
Philippines as it treks northeastward into the Pacific. 
Showers and thunderstorms will persist across the 
Philippines.  
 
PHILIPPINES -  The government on Wednesday 
beefed up precautionary measures against the possible 
onslaught of tropical storm "Emong" (Chan-Hom), 
which was expected to enter the Philippine territory 
this morning. Tropical storm Emong will likely hit 
northern Luzon, Central Luzon, and the National 
Capital Region. It is expected to bring heavy rains 
that might trigger landslides and flashfloods. 
  
Chan-hom - At least 22 people were killed and 
thousands displaced overnight as Typhoon Chan-hom 
raked the northern Philippines. 

 
EXTREME HEAT / WILDFIRES / 
DROUGHT / CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
CALIFORNIA -  Thousands of people are told to 
leave their homes near Santa Barbara as a wildfire 
prompts a state of emergency. The rapidly moving 
blaze has burned more than 500 acres. TV pictures 
show flames destroying several large hillside 
properties in the exclusive region. At least 20 
structures have been destroyed and some 2,000 homes 
are threatened. The blaze has been fanned by 
RECORD TEMPERATURES and strong winds of up 
to 50mph (80km/h). "We are having very extreme 
weather." Weather forecasters are warning of more 
strong winds and it may take several days to bring the 
blaze under control.  



 
BRAZIL -  Southern Brazil has been hit by its 
WORST DROUGHT IN 80 YEARS, leading 
authorities to declare a state of emergency in some 
areas, while the usually arid northeast of the country 
is suffering from floods. 
 
AUSTRALIA -  Perth is on the way to breaking a 
NEW RECORD WITH THE WARMEST RUN OF 
MAY DAYS EVER. Today is likely to mark the 
eighth successive day of temperatures 25C plus which 
equals the previous record. Currently the record for 
days over 25C stands at 11 days recorded between 
May 1 and May 11 set in 1962. In addition to record-
breaking warm May days, Perth is on its way to a 
RECORD DRY SPELL. Perth has now experienced 
the most late-April to May days without rain since 
2000. It has been 15 days since Perth has received any 
rain with the last falls recorded on April 23, when just 
0.2mm fell. Meanwhile, Bunbury is also experiencing 
RECORD BREAKING WEATHER CONDITIONS. 
The town has not had a single drop of rain since 
March 26, surpassing the 41-day autumn record dry 
spell set in 1950. "Whilst we have had higher than 
normal daytime temperatures we have had cooler than 
usual nights. The average to date is 9.2C while the 
normal minimum for this time in May is 10.8C."  
 
CALIFORNIA -  winds will continue to gust to near 
60 mph through today in Santa Barbara. For the 
second day in a row, their high temperatures reached 
triple digits... 101! That TIES THEIR ALL-TIME 
HIGHEST TEMPERATURE RECORD FOR THE 
MONTH OF MAY. The heat is totally caused by the 
wind... Ventura, 30 miles south of Santa Barbara, 
warmed to only 80. Winds were fairly light in 
Ventura. That's an extreme example of a 
microclimate! As the northerly winds descend from 
the 4000' Santa Ynez Mountains immediately north of 
Santa Barbara, the air is forced to compress. In 
physics, that's a warming action... the stronger the 
wind, the more intense the compression, the more 
dramatic the heating. Think about a bicycle pump... 
when you pump it, you are compressing air in the 
chamber, then out the tube into your tire. Feel the 
chamber after you've been pumping a while... it heats 
up! The same thing happens in the North State when 
the north winds blow, as the air descends from the 
Siskiyou mountains. The winds should subside this 
weekend, aiding the Southland firefighters 
tremendously in their efforts. Southern California is 
experiencing extraordinary weather conditions. 
Wednesday, persistent offshore winds pushed the 
temperature to a RECORD-BREAKING 100 degrees 

in Santa Barbara. "Devil winds" also developed 
Wednesday evening in Los Angeles, where the 
mercury jumped from 78 at 5 p.m. to a balmy 89 
degrees by 8.  
 
Santa Barbara fire signals 'horrific' season ahead - 
officials warned of another bad fire year as California 
struggles through its fourth year of drought. The 
springtime wildfire that threatened thousands of 
homes in Santa Barbara may be unseasonal - but has 
become the norm. "Every year now is a horrific fire 
season. It's definitely scary. You can see how early 
the fires started. Climate change is definitely a factor 
here. We're living in a warmer, drier California, a 
more crowded California and the cost of fighting fires 
is going up - and it's year-round." 20 percent of 
residents now live within fire-prone areas, with the 
remaining 80 percent shouldering firefighting costs 
that last year exceeded $1 billion.  
 
Climate change is likely to raise more than just the 
world's temperature - changing conditions in the 
Western U.S. leading to more and more severe 
wildfires will raise insurance rates too. A spate of 
California wildfires has led officials to declare that 
the state's fire season now lasts all 365 days of the 
year. Although it is too early to know how this 
extended fire season will affect homeowner and 
property insurance, it is likely that in the future 
insurance premiums - in California and other arid 
Western states - are going to become more costly, and 
policies more difficult to come by. A 2006 study 
found that since 1986, the number of major wildfires 
has increased by 400 percent, and the amount of land 
these fires burned increased by 600 percent, 
compared to the period from 1970 to 1986. The 
change has come about mainly because summers have 
gotten longer, hotter and drier. "The transition has 
been marked by a shift toward unusually warm 
springs, longer summer dry seasons, drier vegetation 
and longer fire seasons." Insurance companies 
recognized early on - as early as the mid-1970s, in 
some cases - the dangers posed by climate change. 
Their concern has grown more acute in recent years. 

 
MYSTERY BOOMS / SKYQUAKES-  

 
CALIFORNIA -  5/5/09 - Something went boom in 
the night Tuesday, but no one seems to know what it 
was. The boom seemed especially powerful along the 
coast, where residents reported windows, doors and 
houses shaking at about 10 minutes before 8 p.m. 
There was speculation that the sound and 
accompanying sensation came from a supersonic jet, 



officials with the Federal Aviation Administration 
and the U.S. Geological Survey said Wednesday. 
Navy officials said they knew of no aircraft activity 
Tuesday night that might have caused the boom. 
Marine officials said they would research whether 
their aircraft might have been responsible. "The only 
kind of aircraft that can fly at supersonic speeds are 
military aircraft. Typically, when military aircraft are 
going that fast, they're flying in military airspace off 
the coast, not in civilian airspace." Similar booms 
were reported earlier this year. There is speculation 
that those booms, felt March 3 in Orange County and 
March 4 along the Central California coast, were 
sonic booms from military jets. . Because Tuesday's 
boom was reminiscent of the sound and feel of an 
earthquake, people have been calling the U.S. 
Geological Survey, which monitors seismic activity. 
There was nothing to suggest an earthquake occurred. 

 

HEAVY RAINS / FLOODING / 
LANDSLIDES / UNUSUAL & OUT-OF-

SEASON WEATHER - 
 

OREGON - Severe thunderstorm storm with gusts up 
to 50 mph hit Portland area, one killed - A short but 
severe thunderstorm Saturday afternoon killed one 
person, cut power to about 30,000 people, capsized 
two sailboats, clogged traffic and knocked over trees 
across the Portland area. One person died when a tree 
or large branch fell on a car. A cold front moved into 
the region from the southwest. Unstable weather is 
common this time of year, but storms of this 
magnitude are RARE. On Friday, forecasters saw the 
potential for thunderstorms Saturday, but the severity 
wasn't apparent until the storms hit. 
 
LOUISIANA -  nonstop wind - the wind has been 
blowing at RECORD levels, for RECORD lengths of 
time, never pausing as it winds around the dial. What 
happened to normal spring weather patterns that 
provide a few days of relative calm between fronts? 
February (11.2 miles per hour), March ( 11.3) and 
April (10.8) have the highest average daily wind 
speeds, making them the windiest months of the year 
in these parts. But this spring has been especially 
windy due to some UNUSUAL -- not unheard of -- 
weather patterns. This spring has been UNUSUAL, 
not just because of the number of fronts but also 
because many of them have stayed to their north. So 
while they have had blue skies, they also had stiff 
southeast and easterly winds. In April, twenty of its 
30 days had average wind speed far above the average 
of 10.3 miles per hour -- including several days over 
20 miles per hour. Spring normally is a windy time 

because as days get longer, the sun begins to warm 
the air in the first few thousand feet closest to the 
land. As that warmer air rises, it runs into the layers 
of air above it that remain winter cold. "When you 
have such a big temperature gradient from the surface 
to the top, you get a lot of vertical mixing, which 
creates very unstable conditions. That's why this neck 
of the woods gets a lot of violent weather this time of 
the year." That continues until the Jet Stream, which 
dips south in the winter, begins its summer seasonal 
movement northward. This allows the upper 
atmosphere to begin warming, creating more stable 
air through the summer months. That's one reason 
June (7.9 miles per hour), July (7.0), and August (6.9) 
have the lowest average wind speeds of the year. 
Their fall weather tends to be very placid because 
while the surface temperatures begin to cool with 
shortened periods of daylight, the upper atmosphere 
already is cooler. "You don't have that severe 
temperature gradient between the surface and the 
upper levels of the atmosphere in the fall that you 
have in the spring." But this spring has come in more 
like a Tyrannosaurus Rex. "It's all about those 
pressure lines on the weather maps." The lines mark 
changes in atmospheric pressure as weather systems 
move across the globe. If you look at them like the 
elevation lines on a topographical map, you can get a 
quick picture of wind conditions across the landscape. 
When the lines are close together on a topo map, you 
know the elevation rise/fall is very steep. The same is 
true with isobars on a weather map. "And just like 
water, wind runs downhill -- from a high point to the 
low point, or in this case, from high pressure toward 
low pressure." So when you see a lot of lines in a 
short space on the weather map, that indicates a steep 
variation in pressure, which means air will be moving 
more rapidly over the short space. The most violent 
movement occurs when high pressure approaches low 
pressure. Think of that as a very tall cliff approaching 
a flat plain. If you roll a bowling ball off the top of 
that cliff, it will fall a long way, picking up a great 
rate of speed by the time it hits that plain. That's why 
a hurricane is considered more dangerous the lower 
the pressure drops at its center. As it moves across the 
Gulf, air is falling toward that deep hole. The deeper 
the hole, the higher the wind speeds. In a typical delta 
spring, late cold fronts (low pressure) moving south 
react with the high pressure of the so-called Bermuda 
Ridge, stationed to their east. So they get a lot of wind 
during the approach and often a lot of rain.  
 
BRAZIL -  Severe flooding has hit Brazil's 
perennially drought-stricken northeast, killing 15 
people and leaving 70,000 others homeless. 



 
COLUMBIA -  Hundreds of houses in the south, 
north and North West of Colombia this weekend were 
destroyed by rains, floods and extremely heavy 
winds. Hardest hit was the south-eastern department 
of Nariño, where 117 houses were destroyed when 
heavy winds blew off roofs of the mainly poorly 
constructed buildings. Reports of sudden strong winds 
that destroyed houses came from the north-eastern 
department of Antioquia. Heavy rainfall in the 
northern city of Barranquilla caused floods in 21 of 
the city's neighborhoods. In the Tolima department, 
one person died and dozens of houses were damaged 
when a heavy storm hit the south of the department. 
This year's rainy season, traditionally accompanied by 
heavy downpours and sudden storms, has already 
killed dozens of Colombians and is expected to last 
until the second half of May. 
 

TSUNAMI / FREAK WAVES / 
ABNORMAL TIDES / RISING SEA 

LEVELS –  
 

Ancient tsunami 'hit New York' -  Sedimentary 
deposits from more than 20 cores in New York and 
New Jersey indicate that some sort of violent force 
swept the Northeast coastal region in 300BC. It may 
have been a large storm, but evidence is increasingly 
pointing to a rare Atlantic Ocean tsunami. The origin 
of such a tsunami is under debate. An undersea 
landslide is the most likely source, but one research 
group has proposed that an asteroid impact provided 
the trigger. Today, a wave of the proposed size would 
leave Wall Street and the Long Island Expressway 
awash with salt water. 

 
HEALTH THREATS -  

 
WHO officials estimate there are 1003 cases of 
swine flu spread through 20 countries, but are not 
planning to raise the alert level yet. 
 
Flu virus's likely human-to-swine jump triggers 
concern - Humans occasionally pick up influenza 
viruses from pigs. Reports of human-to-pig 
transmission are apparently RARE, but such cases are 
assumed to happen. The tentative detection of the 
novel swine influenza H1N1 virus in an Alberta 
swine herd over the weekend shook Canada's pork 
industry and raised concern about the potential for 
new hybrid viruses to emerge. Canadian authorities 
said on May 2 that preliminary testing detected the 
virus in an Alberta herd and that it probably came 
from a Canadian carpenter who works on the farm 

and had a flu-like illness when he returned from a 
visit to Mexico in mid-April. The worker had contact 
with the pigs on Apr 14 and about 220 pigs in the 
herd of 2,200 began showing signs of sickness on Apr 
24. The carpenter has recovered and the pigs were 
recovering. Pigs are often infected with flu viruses, 
including strains from humans and birds. They are 
described as a mixing vessel where different viruses 
can trade genes (reassort) and produce new variants. 
The novel H1N1 virus itself has been said to contain 
genetic material from swine, avian, and human flu 
viruses. The virus isolated from the swine does not 
appear to differ from the virus spreading among 
humans. "There is no sign that it has changed at all. 
But this could of course happen like with any other 
flu viruses." Despite repeated official assurances that 
proper cooking destroys any flu viruses in pork, ten 
countries have banned Canadian pork products since 
the Alberta finding. The USDA said it is "actively 
working to develop an H1N1 vaccine for swine, just 
as the CDC is doing for humans." The number of 
confirmed US swine flu cases surged by 60 per cent 
today to 642 from 403, with infections reported in 
three more states and the death toll now at two. Forty-
one US states are now reporting confirmed cases of 
(A)H1N1 flu, and the US death toll has gone up, with 
the first US citizen reported to have died from swine 
flu. The acting head of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said he expected the virus to 
continue spreading in the United States and around 
the world, and fully expected the outbreak to become 
a pandemic. "With the number of cases in other 
countries, I would be surprised if we don't get to level 
six" on the World Health Organization's six-phase 
pandemic alert scale. Poland and Sweden reported 
their first confirmed cases and other countries in 
Europe extended their tally of (A) H1N1 cases. 
The number of influenza cases worldwide is 1893, in 
24 countries. In two weeks, swine flu jumped from 
isolated reports in the U.S. and Mexico to a widening 
circle of infections in Central America, South 
America, Europe, the Middle East, Asia and New 
Zealand and prompted quarantines to limit the 
outbreak. Hong Kong, which confirmed its first case 
of swine flu on May 1, and China, are today releasing 
some people who were isolated after they were found 
to be on the same flight as the patient. The World 
Health Organization, on the brink of declaring a 
pandemic, said a panel will meet May 14 to decide 
whether vaccine makers should begin producing 
hundreds of millions of doses of a separate swine flu 
shot. The virus, with symptoms similar to seasonal 
flu, is a new strain that’s dashing across a world 
population with little natural immunity. 



Swine flu may affect at least one-third of the world’s 
6 billion population within the next year. “Even if the 
illnesses appear relatively mild at the individual level, 
the global population level adds up to enormous 
numbers." Disease trackers are monitoring 81 cases in 
Spain and 27 in the U.K. to determine whether the 
virus formally called H1N1 has established itself 
outside North America. Such a finding would prompt 
the WHO to declare a pandemic, the first since 1968. 
“I wish I could predict what we’re going to see in the 
fall, because that would make it very easy to make the 
kinds of decisions we’re going to need to make as a 
nation over the next couple of months." WHO 
determined that a swine flu shot would have to be 
made in separate plants from the seasonal flu version. 
The swine flu vaccine may also require a follow-up 
booster shot to be effective because it is an entirely 
new strain. 

  
 

 
 

SSiiggnnss  iinn  FFaallssee  
SShheepphheerr ddss  

&&   FFaallssee  RReell iiggiioonn  
 

For among them are those who worm their 
way into households and capture idle women 

burdened down with sins, led along by a 
variety of passions, always learning and 
never able to come to a knowledge of the 

truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres resisted 
Moses, so these also resist the truth, men 

who are corrupt in mind, worthless in regard 
to the faith. But they will not make further 

progress, for their lack of understanding will 
be clear to all, as theirs was also. 

2 Timothy 3:6-9 
 

 

 
 

Orthodox Jewish Community Struggles 
With Abuse Allegations 
Alleged Victims and Advocates Say Sex Abuse Common, 
Rarely Discussed 
By SCOTT MICHELS 
May 5, 2009  
 
When Joel Engelman was 8 years old, he says, he was 
called from his Hebrew class to the principal's office 
at his Brooklyn yeshiva, a Jewish religious school. 
His parents had recently told Rabbi Avrohom 
Reichman that their son had been abused by an older 
boy at the school, he says.  
 
But he says the rabbi was not offering to help that 
day. 
 
When Engelman arrived at the principal's office, he 
says, Reichman told him to close the door. He told the 
boy to sit on his lap and began swiveling his chair 
back and forth, Engelman says. Reichman then 
touched him, moving from his shoulders down, 
Engelman claims. 
 
The same kind of abuse went on twice a week for 
several months before he left the school, Engelman 
claims in a civil lawsuit filed against the yeshiva, the 
United Talmudical Academy. 
 
For more than 10 years, Engelman, now 23, kept what 
he says happened to himself. He left the orthodox 
community and found new friends. It wasn't until 
about two years ago, when he says he heard that other 
boys allegedly had been abused by Reichman that he 
tried to do something about it.  



 
But Engelman says the response from religious 
leaders has been just as disturbing as the alleged 
abuse. He claims the school's religious leaders told 
him not to go to the police, and promised to remove 
Reichman from the school, which they did for a few 
months. 
 
"They kept telling me, 'Don't go to the police, don't do 
anything. We've dealt with this before,'" with other 
teachers, he said. "It really shocked me." 
 
A few days after the statute of limitations for 
Engelman to file a civil or criminal case against 
Reichman for abuse passed, the school reinstated the 
rabbi, the lawsuit claims. 
 
Advocates: Abuse Problem Plagues Orthodox 
Community 
 
Engelman's is among a handful of publicized cases of 
alleged abuse within the insular Orthodox Jewish 
community. But alleged victims and their advocates 
say it is far from an isolated instance. 
 
The Brooklyn district attorney's office, which last 
month announced a hotline for alleged Orthodox sex 
abuse victims, says it has 19 active cases of alleged 
sex abuse in the borough's Orthodox Jewish 
community. And advocates say the problem extends 
beyond Brooklyn. 
 
"If you're a pedophile, just go to one of the orthodox 
communities. You're probably safest there," said New 
York State Assemblyman Dov Hikind, himself an 
Orthodox Jew. "It's sad for me to say that, but it's 
true."  
 
Assemblyman 'Inundated' With Calls from 
Alleged Sex Abuse Victims 
 
When Hikind broached the subject of sexual abuse on 
his weekly radio show last year, he said he was 
"inundated" with calls from alleged victims from the 
United States, Israel and parts of Europe. 
 
ABC News has spoken to Orthodox Jews who claim 
they were victims of abusers in New York, Baltimore 
and Illinois, who shared stories of alleged molestation 
followed by what they described as hostility from 
community leaders when they sought help. 
 
Hikind says another of Reichman's students, who has 

not come forward publicly, claims he was abused by 
the rabbi as a child. 
 
"A lot was attempted, a lot was tried" to remove 
Reichman from the school, he said. "He is 
unfortunately still in the classroom."  
 
Lawyer: Abuse Claims Not True 
 
A lawyer for Reichman, Jacob Laufer, said the rabbi 
"vehemently denies" that he abused any students. He 
said the school conducted an investigation into 
Engelman's claims and found that they were "without 
merit." 
 
A lawyer for the yeshiva said the school would not 
comment on pending litigation. 
 
Reichman "has been a teacher and principal at that 
school for decades," Laufer said. "The parent body 
highly values his services as an educator and they 
compete among themselves for the opportunity to 
have their children be in Rabbi Reichmans's class." 
 
Rabbi David Niederman, the head of the United 
Jewish Organization of Williamsburg, said claims of 
widespread abuse in the Orthodox community are 
"nonsense." 
 
"Are there cases where people don’t abide by the 
law? Yes, no question. We are all human. As humans, 
we have temptations of various sorts. No community 
is immune to that," he said. 
 
"But we would not and don't tolerate any type of 
criminality. If a person abuses your child today, he 
will abuse my child tomorrow or my grandchild. We 
take that very seriously," he said. "We put our 
children first. Nobody in his right mind will try to 
protect somebody who committed a crime. It will turn 
against you." 
 
Though Hikind and some rabbis have recently been 
willing to take on the issue, alleged victims say there 
is still tremendous pressure to keep quiet. Several said 
community leaders were skeptical of their claims, and 
said they were told that they and their relatives would 
never be able to find someone to marry them and that 
they would become outcasts in their tight-knit 
communities. 
One prominent rabbi, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity, questioned whether abuse allegations 
were true. 



 
"If there's a family fight, a dispute in the family, it 
could start with verbal abuse. What happens next? 
You know and I know, it becomes 'he raped me,' or 
whatever," the rabbi said. "If you're telling me there 
are allegations of abuse, I don't know what 
'allegations' really means." 
 
Engelman, now a graphic designer, says he has lost 
jobs because he spoke publicly about Reichman. 
 
Hikind says nearly all the alleged victims who have 
contacted him said they were afraid to speak publicly 
or to prosecutors. He will not publicly release names 
of alleged perpetrators, though he says he turns over 
information to prosecutors.  
 
Alleged Victims Say Told Not to Report Abuse to 
Police 
 
"They are willing to protect the community at the 
expense of the children," said a woman who claims 
she was abused by her father, a rabbi, and who asked 
to be identified only by her first name, Nanette. The 
woman's father did not return repeated messages 
seeking comment. 
 
She said that when she began discussing the 
accusations against her father, her rabbi said if she 
continued to speak about it publicly, no other 
Orthodox Jews would be willing to marry any of her 
siblings. She says her family refused to speak with 
her.  
 
"My sister told me until I stop the slander, she can't 
be my sister," she said. 
 
"One of the things they say is when people speak out 
like this it causes desecration of God's name," she 
said. "But the real desecration to God is that they are 
willing to protect the community at the expense of the 
children." 
 
Tamir Weissberg says he was abused by three 
Orthodox men over the course of several years. 
 
The first time was at summer camp when he was in 
the fifth grade, when he said the adult son of the camp 
director invited him and several other boys into his 
tent one night and fondled them. He says he never 
told anyone until years later. 
The person he accuses of molesting him was 
convicted in 2006 of unrelated charges of trying to 

contact a child over the Internet for sex. He was 
sentenced to 262 months in prison. 
 
When he was a student in the Midwest, Weissberg 
says a school administrator allowed him to make 
phone calls from the administrator's room. One day, 
Weissberg says, the administrator showed him a 
pornographic magazine and asked Weissberg to 
masturbate in front of him. 
 
Similar instances continued for several months, 
Weissberg says, until he tape recorded the man 
offering him money to masturbate in front of him. 
 
When he took the tape to the head of the yeshiva, "He 
said 'If I hear a word of this from anyone I will make 
your life miserable.' And he took the tape away," 
Weissberg claims. 
 
The administrator and the school's head rabbi did 
not return repeated calls for comment. 
 
Weissberg, now 27, says he left school at 15 and 
returned to Baltimore feeling isolated and depressed. 
He says his parents were heartened when a family 
friend began spending time with him. 
 
Weissberg says the friend, a lawyer, invited 
Weissberg to his apartment to watch a movie. After 
watching "Fargo," the lawyer suggested watching 
another movie, and put on a porn film, Weissberg 
says. "I started screaming, I freaked out," he said.  
 
Weissberg says when he told his rabbi what had 
happened, the rabbi said he would look into it, but 
later responded that the lawyer had denied the 
allegations. 
 
"He was someone I respect and a man of God. For me 
to have to sit there and tell him that, to no avail, it was 
a big slap in the face," he said. "I was ignored 
completely." 
 
He says eventually the lawyer was asked to take a lie 
detector test and, when he admitted what had 
happened, he was asked to leave the Baltimore 
Orthodox community. No criminal charges were ever 
filed.  
 
The rabbi, Moshe Heinemann, said he did not recall 
the lawyer admitting what had happened or asking 
him to leave the community. He declined to discuss 
the allegations further. Several other Baltimore rabbis 
declined to discuss the issue of sexual abuse. 



 
"It was really shoved under the rug and ignored. I'm 
resentful for all that," Weissberg said. "It's something 
that people always think it's not going to happen to 
my kid. We don't want to hear about it. 
 
"Unfortunately, we live in a society where there are a 
lot of sick people," Weissberg said. "Just because 
you're Jewish doesn't mean you're excluded from that. 
It's a fact of life of the world we're living in." 
 
Engelman says that after Reichman was reinstated, 
the school's religious leaders then tried to minimize 
what had happened. He claims the school told his 
mother that since the touching was on the outside of 
Engelman's clothes, it was not a big deal. 
 
Niederman said the school had investigated the 
allegations and was satisfied that they were not true. 
 
"One would have to be sick in his mind to willingly 
keep somebody in the school that they know or 
believe that he committed a crime against children," 
the rabbi said. 
 
For Engelman, that's not enough. 
 
"Here's a guy who epitomized piety and respect," 
Engelman said. "It really shocked me. It turned my 
way of looking at people upside down." 

 
 

 
 

America: A nation of religious drifters  
Eric Gorski - Associated Press Writer - 5/2/2009 
 
WASHINGTON - The U.S. is a nation of religious 
drifters, with about half of adults restlessly switching 
faith affiliation at least once during their lives, a new 
survey has found. 
 
And the reasons behind all the swapping depend 
greatly on whether one grows up kneeling at Roman 
Catholic Mass, praying in a Protestant pew or 
occupied with nonreligious pursuits, according to a 
report issued Monday by the Pew Forum on Religion 
and Public Life. 

 
While Catholics are more likely to leave the church 
because they stopped believing its teachings, many 
Protestants are driven to trade one Protestant 
denomination or affiliation for another because of 
changed life circumstances, the survey found. 
 
The ranks of those unaffiliated with any religion, 
meanwhile, are growing not so much because of a 
lack of religious belief but because of disenchantment 
with religious leaders and institutions. 
 
The report estimates that between 47 percent and 59 
percent of U.S. adults have changed affiliation at least 
once. Most described just gradually drifting away 
from their childhood faith. 
 
"This shows a sort of religion a la carte and how 
pervasive it is," said D. Michael Lindsay, a Rice 
University sociologist of religion. "In some ways, it's 
an indictment of organized Christianity. It suggests 
there's a big open door for newcomers, but a wide 
back door where people are leaving." 
 
The report, "Faith in Flux: Changes in Religious 
Affiliation in the U.S.," sought to answer questions 
about widespread religion-changing identified in a 
2007 Pew survey of 35,000 Americans. 
 
The new report, based on re-interviews with more 
than 2,800 people from the original survey, focuses 
on religious populations that showed a lot of 
movement: ex-Catholics, ex-Protestants, Protestants 
who've swapped denominational families within 
Protestantism and people raised unaffiliated who now 
belong to a faith. 
 
The 2007 survey estimated that 44 percent of U.S. 
adults had left their childhood religious affiliation. 
 
But the re-interviews found the extent of religion-
swapping is likely much greater. The new survey 
revealed that one in six Americans who belong to 
their childhood faith are "reverts" _ people who left 
the faith, only to return later. 
 
Roughly two-thirds of those raised Catholic or 
Protestant who now claim no religious affiliation say 
they have changed faiths at least twice. Thirty-two 
percent of unaffiliated ex-Protestants said they've 
changed three times or more. 
Age is another factor. Most people who left their 
childhood faith did so before turning 24, and a 
majority joined their current religion before 36. 



 
"If people want to see a truly free market at work, 
they really should look at the U.S. religious 
marketplace," said Luis Lugo, director of the Pew 
Forum on Religion and Public Life. 
 
Sixteen percent of U.S. adults identified as 
unaffiliated in the 2007 survey; 7 percent of 
Americans described being raised unaffiliated, 
suggesting that many Americans end up leaving their 
religion for none. 
 
About half of those who have become unaffiliated 
cited a belief that religious people are hypocritical, 
judgmental or insincere. Large numbers said they 
think religious organizations focus too much on rules, 
or that religious leaders are too focused on money and 
power. 
 
John Green, a University of Akron political scientist 
and a senior fellow with the Pew Forum, classified 
most unaffiliated as "dissatisfied consumers." Only 4 
percent identify as atheist or agnostic, and one-third 
say they just haven't found the right religion. 
 
"A lot of the unaffiliated seem to be OK with religion 
in the abstract," Green said. "It's just the religion they 
were involved in bothered them or they disagreed 
with it." 
 
The unaffiliated category is not just a destination. It's 
also a departure point: a slight majority of those 
raised unaffiliated eventually join a faith tradition. 
 
Those who do cite several reasons: attraction of 
religious services and worship (74 percent), feeling 
unfulfilled spiritually (51 percent) or feeling called by 
God (55 percent). 
 
The survey found that Catholicism has suffered the 
greatest net loss in all the religion switching. Nearly 
six in ten former Catholics who are now unaffiliated 
say they left Catholicism due to dissatisfaction with 
Catholic teachings on abortion and homosexuality. 
About half cited concerns about Catholic teachings on 
birth control and roughly four in ten named 
unhappiness with Catholicism's treatment of women. 
 
Converts to evangelicalism were more likely to cite 
their belief that Catholicism didn't take the Bible 
literally enough, while mainline Protestants focused 
more on the treatment of women. 
 
Fewer than three in 10 former Catholics cited the 

clergy sexual abuse scandal as a factor - a finding that 
Washington Archbishop Donald Wuerl cited as an 
example of the faith's resilience. 
 
"Catholics can separate the sins and human failings of 
individuals from the substance of the faith," Wuerl 
said in a statement. 
 
Wuerl noted a finding that getting teenagers to 
weekly Mass greatly improves their chances of 
staying in the fold; the same holds true for Protestant 
teens attending services. 
 
The survey found that 15 percent of Americans were 
raised as Protestants but now belong to a different 
Protestant tradition than their upbringing. Nearly four 
in 10 cited a move to a new community, while one-
third said they married someone from a different 
background. 

 

 
 

United Methodists: Church Is a Verb, Not 
a Noun 
By Audrey Barrick 
Christian Post Reporter 
Sat, May. 02 2009  
 
The United Methodist Church is urging the world to 
"rethink Church" through a new campaign that seeks 
to offer the church not as a building but as a 
movement of people empowered to transform the 
world. 
 
Addressing the question "What has God called The 
United Methodist Church to be in the 21st Century?" 
the nearly 8 million-member U.S. church (12 million 
members worldwide) is launching more than $20 
million in ads over the next four years to convey the 
message that church is a verb, not a noun. 
"The campaign goal is sweeping and ambitious – to 
invite the church and those unchurched who seek 
spiritual fulfillment, to become more outwardly 
focused and engaged in the world," according to 
United Methodist Communications. 
 
Ads pose such questions as "What if church could 
bring sides together?" and "What if church could 



shape world events?" and illustrate how United 
Methodists are making a difference in the world. 
 
The Rethink Church campaign, launching on May 5, 
primarily targets 19- to 34-year-olds who may not be 
familiar with the church, are concerned about the 
world they live in, and want to make their lives more 
meaningful, the Rev. Larry Hollon, chief executive of 
United Methodist Communications, explained. 
 
Furthermore, it's a call for those outside the church to 
envision a church that is not a static institution. 
 
For the people in the church, the campaign aims to 
help them reassess what it means to be people of 
faith, Hollon added, and to help congregants to see 
their church in a broader way – beyond worship on 
Sundays. 
 
"What if church wasn’t just a building, but thousands 
of doors? Each of them opening up to a different 
concept or experience of church – and a journey that 
could change our world. Would you come?" the 
campaign website states. 
 
The multimillion-dollar campaign was approved by 
the 2008 General Conference – the church's 
governing body. It is part of the church's "Open 
hearts. Open minds. Open doors" welcoming and 
advertising campaign which began in 2001 to raise 
awareness and draw new members amid declining 
membership. 
 
The denomination stresses that "Rethink Church" is 
not a call to find new theology but rather a "call to 
refocus our ecclesiology" and "to see church in a way 
that is more aligned to Scripture, and to be more 
faithful to the tradition of John Wesley who believed 
the world was his parish." 
 
More than 40 United Methodist bishops from around 
the world will launch the Rethink Church campaign 
on May 5 in Washington, D.C. The following day, 
more than 100 United Methodists will perform 
random acts of kindness on the streets of New York. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2,553rd Birthday of Buddha 
The Seoul Times, May 4, 2009 
 
Seoul, South Korea -- Millions of Korean Buddhists 
on May 2, 2009 took time out to celebrate the birth of 
Buddha some 2,500 years ago in a garden in India. 
 
Buddhism is one of the world's major religions and 
the Buddhist way of life of peace, loving kindness 
and wisdom is evident today throughout the world. 
 
At Wawoojeongsa Temple, situated 48Km south of 
Seoul, hundreds of Buddhists observed the Buddha's 
Birthday with members of foreign diplomats corps 
accredited to Korea in memory of Buddha achieved 
enlightenment. 
 
Foreign envoys included Amb. Myo LWIN of the 
Union of Myanmar and Amb.John Asitha Ivon 
PERERA of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka and their family members. 
 
Buddha's Birthday should not only be about 
celebrating with parades and lanterns, but thanking 
him for believing and spreading his wisdom, a 
Buddhist follower said. 
 
When Siddartha Gautama Buddha was born in 
Lumbini Garden, his father was a king and his mother 
was a queen. His name, Siddartha, was given to him 
by the king because it meant "every wish fulfilled." 
 
Queen Maya, Buddha's mother, was en route to her 
parents' home to give birth, as was the custom of that 
time, and during a stop at Lumbini Garden, the child 
was born amidst flowering trees, plants and a gentle 
rain. 
 
Legend tells us that when he was born, he took seven 
steps, pointed with his right hand to the heaven, 
pointed to the earth with his left hand, and declared 
‘In the heaven above and below them, I shall be the 
one to save the universe." 
 
Buddha was declaring the worthiness of having 
received unto himself, the life and blessing of the 
entire universe and having been born as a human 
being. He said this voice is not only of Buddha, but of 



each and every one of us who are born with our one 
and only human body and mind. 
 
The Buddha's Birthday falls on the eighth day of the 
fourth lunar month. On this day, Buddhists pay 
respect to the Buddha at temples, recite Buddhist 
scriptures and perform a special ablution ceremony on 
the Buddha's image. 
 
As part of the festivities, brightly decorated lanterns 
will be hung at Buddhist temples and along the streets 
in cities and towns across the nation. Downtown, a 
large pagoda-shaped lantern is currently brightening 
Seoul Plaza in front of City Hall and nearby, the 
Cheonggye Stream is awash with color. 
 
For believers, the illumination of the lanterns 
symbolizes the enlightenment of the Buddha. The 
light means wisdom and mercy that shakes to their 
senses those who are lost in a world of greed. 
 
The bathing ceremony is a reflection of the legend 
that says when the Buddha was born, he was washed 
by fragrant rain that sprang forth from the mouth of a 
dragon. This is the reason why his birthday is also 
known as the Buddha's Ablution Festival . 
 
The water used for performing the bathing ceremony 
is scented with perfume and is called Fragrant Water. 
The ceremony is usually performed within a temple 
or on hallowed ground in the open. 
 
The abbot of the temple makes the first incense 
offering and chants a sutra. Then the rest of the 
monks offer their incense and sing the Ablution 
Hymn. 
 
The monks then pour small ladleful of Fragrant Water 
on the Buddha's image. Afterward, the Buddha's 
image is rinsed with clean water. 
 
The whole process is accompanied by the singing of 
the Ablution Hymn. At the end of the ceremony, 
participants and devotees will use some of the water 
that has been used to bathe the Buddha's image to 
sprinkle on their own heads. 
 
The ceremony is performed to commemorate the 
Buddha's Birthday, show him respect, and to pray for 
a good life. In Korea the birthday of Buddha is 
celebrated according to the Lunisolar calendar. 
This day is called Seokga tansinil, meaning "the day 
of Buddha's birthday" or Bucheonim osin nal 
meaning "the day when Buddha arrived." Lotus 

lanterns cover the entire temple throughout the month 
which is often flooded down the street. On the day of 
Buddha's birth, many temples provide free meals and 
tea to all visitors. The breakfast and lunch provided 
are often sanchae bibimbap. 

 
 

 
 

'Honor killing' claims life of singing star  
Attack perceived as threat to lives of other female performers 
Posted: May 07, 2009 
1:00 am Eastern 
WorldNetDaily 
 
Another name and photograph has been added to an 
online gallery that honors victims of Islamic "honor 
killings:" popular Pakistani poet and singer Ayman 
Udas. 
 
Blogger Pamela Geller at Atlas Shrugs has assembled 
the gallery to highlight the travesty of women killed 
by their Islamic relatives for the "honor" of the 
family. 
 
According to a new report from Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, Udas was a female vocalist in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, in the nation's Northwest Frontier 
Province, who was shot to death. 
 
The report said musicians and dancers in the region 
now are terrified because of the death, which came 
allegedly as a result of the increasing Taliban 
influence in the region. 
 
Some officials said her death was the result of the 
actions of Islamic militants, but the Radio Liberty 
report said her husband told reporters his wife was 
killed – allegedly by her brothers – for breaking 
family tradition. 
Udas, in her 30s and the mother of two, recently had 
divorced and remarried. The report said her brothers, 
Alamgir and Ismail, disapproved of her divorce, her 
remarriage and her artistic career. 
 
Her death "is absolutely unacceptable," Ahmad Ali 
Adil told Radio Liberty. Adil, who is with the 
University of Peshawar, called the death "a murder of 



humanity." 
 
He said other female performers will face similar 
attacks unless something changes. 
 
Such "honor killings" keep alive an ancient tradition 
in which Islamic men kill women in their families to 
"save" the family's reputation. Udas' death took place 
April 27 at the family's home while her husband was 
out of the home. 
 
Adil called police but no arrests were made, Radio 
Liberty said. 
 
At JihadWatch.org, the attack was reported to have 
happened "either for engaging in the un-Islamic 
practice of pursuing a singing career, or for engaging 
in the un-Islamic practice of divorcing and 
remarrying." 
 
At the Stop Honor Killings website, a report noted 
that just months ago, a dancer's body had been left in 
the center of Mingora, not far from where Udas grew 
up. The dancer had been shot, and a note left with the 
body warned against "un-Islamic voices." 

 
 

 
 

FFaaii tthh  uunnddeerr   FFii rr ee  
  

“Blessed are you when they insult you and 
persecute you and falsely say every kind of 
evil against you because of me. Be glad and 

rejoice, because your reward is great in 
heaven. For that is how they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.”  
Matthew 5:11-12 

 
“You will be hated by everyone because of 
my name. But the one who endured to the 

end will be delivered.”  
Matthew 10:22 

 
 

 
 

PAKISTAN: TALIBAN-INSPIRED 
ATTACKS HIT CHRISTIANS  
Armed militants fire into crowd, seriously injuring three; jizye 
tax imposed in Orakzai. 
 
ISTANBUL, April 27 (Compass Direct News) – As 
Taliban control hits pockets of Pakistan and threatens 
the nation’s stability, Christians worry their province 
could be the next to fall under Islamic law. 
 
Violence on Tuesday night and Wednesday (April 21-
22) near the port city of Karachi – some 1,000 
kilometers (nearly 700 miles) from the Swat Valley, 
where the government officially allowed the Taliban 
to establish Islamic law this month – heightened fears. 
Christians in Taiser town, near Karachi, noticed on 
the walls of their church graffiti that read, “Long Live 
the Taliban” and calls for Christians to either convert 
to Islam or pay the jizye, a poll tax under sharia 
(Islamic law) paid by non-Muslims for protection if 
they decline to convert. 
 
As members of the congregation erased the graffiti, 
armed men intervened to stop them. Soon 30-40 
others arrived as support and began to fire 
indiscriminately at the crowd, leaving several injured. 
Among those seriously injured were three Christians, 
including a child, according to a report by advocacy 
group Minorities Concern of Pakistan: Emrah Masih, 
35, Qudoos Masih, 30, and Irfan Masih, 11. A 
Pashtun named Rozi Khan was also among the 
injured. 



 
Policemen and military forces arrested seven suspects 
at the scene and recovered an arms cache of semi-
automatic pistols and a Kalashnikov assault rifle. 
 
The Taliban is an insurgent movement of primarily 
Pashtun Islamists ousted from power in Afghanistan 
in 2001. Pakistani media portrayed the Karachi 
violence as a sectarian clash between Christians and 
Pashtuns that escalated into a gunfire exchange and 
that Christians committed arson attacks. The Daily 
Times claimed that the Christians protested the 
graffiti by setting ablaze some shops, including 
roadside stalls and pushcarts. 
 
But a legal advocacy worker told Compass that police 
scattered the Christians when they began their 
protests and stood by as a Taliban-assembled mob 
attacked them. 
 
“The Christians do not have guns, they do not have 
weapons, but only a little bit of property and the few 
things in their houses,” said Sohail Johnson, chief 
coordinator of Sharing Life Ministry Pakistan. “They 
are poor and have no courage to fight them. How can 
Christians, who lived like animals here, stand against 
them?” 
 
Johnson said that local Christians, terrified over 
recent Talibanization campaigns, may not pursue 
legal action against the arrested men, although Asia 
News reported that Qudoos Masih filed an initial 
report at the Sarjani town police station. The 
Christians fear inciting violence by taking a stand 
against elements connected with the Taliban, Johnson  
said. 
Eyewitnesses to the attacks against Christians in 
Karachi said they were religiously motivated. A 
representative of the Muttahida Quami Movement 
(MQM) regional party told Compass that after firing 
on the crowd, the Taliban went through Christian 
houses, ransacked them and burned one down. He 
said they also burned Bibles and beat women on the 
street. Reports of two execution-style killings of 
Christians could not be verified. 
 
Karachi police and administration reportedly claimed 
that the Karachi attack came not from the Taliban but 
from Pashtuns who resettled in the area from the 
North West Frontier Province (NWFP). The MQM, 
however, has long suspected Taliban presence in 
Karachi. 
 
Expanded Campaign of Violence 

 
Local officials are worried that the Taliban is making 
inroads into Karachi, the financial center of Pakistan, 
in the same way it did within the Swat Valley in the 
NWFP. 
 
In mid-February Pakistan’s fertile Swat Valley turned 
into a Taliban stronghold ruled by sharia under a 
“peace agreement,” but instead of honoring the 
accord with an end to bombings and other violence, 
the Islamic militants have expanded their campaign to 
outlying areas and other parts of the country. Of the 
500 Christians remaining in Swat Valley when sharia 
was initially established in February, many have 
migrated to other provinces while those who stayed 
live in fear of a rise in violence against non-Muslims. 
 
In the Federally Administered Tribal Area adjacent to 
the NWFP, the Taliban this month demanded a jizye 
payment of 50 million rupees (US$625,000) from 
Sikhs living in Orakzai Agency. Those who did not 
flee paid a combined total of 2 million rupees 
(US$25,000), and Christians worry they could be 
next. Relegating non-Muslims to dhimmi status – the 
second-class state of those subject to an Islamic 
administration and its jizye tax in exchange for 
protection – is part of the writings of the founder of 
the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (Assembly of Islamic 
Clergy), one of Pakistan’s main Islamic parties with 
ties to the Taliban in Afghanistan and similar parties 
in Bangladesh and Egypt. 
 
Last week the Taliban effectively took control of 
Buner district, just 60 miles from the capital of 
Islamabad, and it has begun battling government 
soldiers in Malakland Agency. 
 
Non-Muslims make up 3 percent of the population in 
the Muslim-majority nation of 176 million. They are 
frequently marginalized, particularly in the sharia-
influenced justice system that gives precedence to 
Muslims. But they fear Taliban infiltration will 
accelerate their marginalization in a stealth manner, 
as they cannot tell the difference between a Taliban 
fighter and a community member. 
 
“We cannot identify who is a Taliban fighter because 
there are an uncountable number of people who have 
a beard and wear a turban,” Johnson said. “We cannot 
recognize who belongs to the Taliban because they 
penetrate every corner of Pakistan.” 
 
The MQM official in Karachi said many of the 
Christians in the area are poor and illiterate. They are 



on the lower rungs of the social ladder and have 
nobody to protect their interests except for the church. 
 
“Nobody is going to help them,” he said. “The church 
can help them get education, but they are not also able 
to give them [security] help.” 
 
His statements were backed by MQM leader Altaf 
Hussein, who called on Pakistan’s Interior Ministry to 
take emergency preventative measures to ensure the 
safety of minorities against the “rising activities of 
armed lawless elements,” according to The News 
International. 
 
A local teacher said that during the looting police 
only stood by, making no effort to stop the Taliban as 
they ransacked Christian houses. 
 
“Rather than stopping them, they allowed them to 
burn the houses, [harass] the Christian women and 
burn Bibles,” he said. 
Although Pakistani politicians and security forces 
have said openly in recent weeks that the Taliban was 
closing in on Islamabad and could trigger a 
government collapse, they claimed the pro-Taliban 
slogans in Karachi were scrawled not by the Taliban 
but conspirators wanting to incite violence. 
 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman, an Islamist party leader, 
said talk of the Talibanization of Karachi was merely 
a ruse to allow the United States to invade Pakistan as 
it had done to Afghanistan. 
 
“Those raising this slogan are trying to create another 
Osama for America in this part of the world,” he said, 
according to The News International. 
 
The Karachi attacks were part of escalating violence 
throughout the country. The government informed the 
National Assembly on April 20 that 1,400 people had 
been killed in terrorist attacks in the last 15 months. 

 
 

 
 

Swine flu: Egyptian police battle Christians 
as they enforce pig cull 
Egyptian police fought running battles with stone-throwing 
members of the country's Christian minority after moving in to 
enforce a cull of pigs ordered because of swine flu. 

By Richard Spencer in Dubai 
Last Updated: 8:18PM BST 03 May 2009 
 
Pig farmers, many of whom keep their animals in the 
backstreet slums of the capital, Cairo, mounted a 
blockade against government workers moving in to 
slaughter their animals. 
 
When they began throwing stones at police trying to 
force a way through, officers fired shots in the air and 
let off tear gas. At least 12 people were injured in the 
melee, according to one report. 
 
The cull has been criticised by international agencies 
such as the World Health Organisation and the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation, who say that despite 
the name there is no possibility of pigs passing on the 
disease. 
 
The Egyptian authorities have admitted since ordering 
the slaughter last week that it was mainly a pretext for 
carrying out a reorganization of the country's pig 
farms, which are used to supply the country's Coptic 
Christians, ten per cent of the population. 
 
They say they want to move pigs out of small and 
unhygienic premises in cities into modern, cleaner pig 
farms elsewhere. 
 
One example they give is of the rubbish collectors 
who also keep pigs to feed off the refuse in the 
Manshiyet Nasr slum area, the scene of Sunday's 
fighting. But the protesters say it is discrimination. 
 
"They want to steal our livelihood," one farmer, Adel 
Izhak, told reporters. 
 
The country has 300,000 pigs in total. 
 
Up to 20 countries worldwide have taken action 
against the pork industry since the outbreak began.  
In an extreme example, Baghdad zoo killed its three 
wild boar at the weekend. 
 
In the Gulf, Abu Dhabi stopped imports and sales of 
pork Dubai stopped further imports. Although the 
indigenous population is overwhelmingly Muslim, 
some supermarkets have separate sections where the 
large expatriate populations can buy sausages and 
bacon. 
 
The Arab world has yet to see any cases of swine flu. 
But 26 people have died from bird flu in Egypt in the 
last three years. 

 



 

 
 

Teacher's rant on Christians draws court 
rebuke 
Rules harsh criticism of student violated Establishment Clause 
May 04, 2009 
By Bob Unruh 
WorldNetDaily 
 
In what apparently is a first-of-its-kind decision, a 
federal court has ruled that a California teacher 
violated the rights of a student by making fun of 
Christianity. 
 
Teacher James Corbett of Capistrano Valley High 
School in Mission Viejo already had a reputation for 
dissing the faithful when Chad Farnan began taking 
an Advanced Placement European history class from 
him two years ago. 
 
In his class and in front of Farnan, Corbett criticized 
creationism as "religious, superstitious nonsense" and 
now he's been brought up short by a federal court 
ruling that determined his statements violated the 
First Amendment's Establishment Clause. 
 
That prevents Christian teachers from proselytizing 
during class time, and now apparently prevents 
agnostic or atheist teachers from condemning the faith 
during class time. 
 
"We hope that the impact of this will be that teachers 
will begin to consider whether their comments 
express disapproval toward religion or hostility 
toward religion," Jennifer Monk, a lawyer who 
represented Farnan, told WND. 
 
Monk is with Advocates for Faith and Freedom, a 
national non-profit legal organization whose aim is to 
protect religious liberty in the courts. 
 
"Corbett stepped over the line of what is 
constitutionally permissible," said Robert Tyler, the 
general counsel for the Advocates. "This opinion is 
constitutionally unique because the Establishment 
Clause is usually used against religion under the guise 
of the so-called 'separation of church and state,' but 
this case shows that the Establishment Clause 

prevents hostility towards religion and is a promising 
step towards protecting every students' constitutional 
rights." 
 
WND reported earlier when the case over the 
teacher's classroom ranting against the South, church, 
Republicans, Christians, conservatives and Rush 
Limbaugh erupted. 
 
The law firm said the court decided to allow many of 
Corbett's comments, including his statement, "When 
you put on your Jesus glasses, you can't see the truth," 
 
The case alleged Corbett "spends an extended period 
of time at the beginning of each class discussing 
topics that are not only irrelevant to history but also 
inflammatory and often altogether inappropriate for 
high school students." 
 
It alleged that Corbett's diatribes caused "students to 
hold religious beliefs to feel like second-class 
citizens." 
 
Among the statements made by the teacher: 
 
What part of the country has the highest murder rate? 
The South. What part of the country has the highest 
rape rate? The South. What part of the country has the 
highest … church attendance? The South. Oh, wait a 
minute. You mean there is not a correlation between 
these things … 
 
You know, you go down to Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi, all these states that are as red as they 
could possibly be, as right-wing Republican as you 
could possibly be. When you first present these 
people with the economic policies of the Democratic 
Party, they are all Democrats. Virtually all the social 
programs, they like. They lead the Democratic Party 
on social issues. That's it. Social issues, can you 
imagine what they're saying on Rush Limbaugh now? 
About, 'Middle school people in New England giving 
people birth control pills. My God. What next?' I love 
Rush Limbaugh. … And, boy, is he a liar.  
Unbelievable." 
 
Well, we know abstinence doesn't work. And we 
know one other thing, and that is, once people 
become sexually active, they often don't stop for, like, 
40 or 50 years. I mean, generally, when you start you 
don't, like, have a conversion and try to become re-
virginized, you know. It's not going to happen. 
 
"Students come to class to learn, not to be forced to 



listen to the personal, demoralizing rantings of their 
teacher," Tyler said. 
 
Monk said Farnan, 16 and a sophomore when the case 
developed, is just now finishing his junior year. He 
withdrew from the class but remained in his school 
during the dispute, she said. 
 
"He's excited about the ruling. He took a courageous 
stand, took a lot of heat at school, and he's excited the 
court ruled how they did." 
 
The court concluded that Corbett's statement calling 
creationism "superstitious nonsense" was "improper 
disapproval of religion in violation of the 
Establishment Clause." 
 
"The Supreme Court's comments with regard to 
government promotion of religion apply with equal 
force where the government disapproves of religion," 
the court ruling said. 
 
U.S. District Court Judge James Selna reviewed 
Corbett's statement, and concluded, "The court cannot 
discern a legitimate secular purpose in this statement, 
even when considered in context." 
 
The Farnan family, in a statement, said, 'We are proud 
of Chad’s courageous stand. We are thrilled with the 
judge's ruling. It is a vindication of his constitutional 
rights." 
 
Remaining to be determined in the case are fees and 
damages, which Farnan sought in his lawsuit. Monk 
said those will be determined at a future hearing, as 
well as whether there should be a court order 
preventing Corbett from making similar hostile 
remarks in the future. 
 
The judge said the ruling was based on a federal court 
case from 1971 that established three variables: does 
the statement have a secular purpose, does it help or 
hurt religion and does it generate "excessive 
government entanglement" in religion. 
 
The judge found the school district, which paid to 
defend Corbett, would not be liable for Corbett's 
classroom conduct. 

 

 

 
 

U.S. military destroys soldier's Bibles 
Fred Jackson - OneNewsNow - 5/5/2009  
 
The U.S. military is confirming that it has destroyed 
some Bibles belonging to an American soldier serving 
in Afghanistan. 
 
Reuters News says the Bibles were confiscated and 
destroyed after Qatar-based Al Jazeer television 
showed soldiers at a Bible class on a base with a stack 
of Bibles translated into the local Pashto and Dari 
languages. The U.S. military forbids its members on 
active duty -- including those based in places like 
Afghanistan -- from trying to convert people to 
another religion. 
 
Reuters quotes Maj. Jennifer Willis at the Bagram Air 
Base, north of Kabul, who said "I can now confirm 
that the Bibles shown on Al Jazeera's clip were, in 
fact, collected by the chaplains and later destroyed. 
They were never distributed." 
 
According to the military officials, the Bibles were 
sent through private mail to an evangelical Christian 
soldier by his church back home. Reuters says the 
soldier brought them to the Bible study class where 
they were filmed. 
 
The Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Admiral Mike Mullen, told a Pentagon briefing 
Monday that the military's position is that it will 
never "push any specific religion." 

 
 

 
 

SOMALIA: KENYAN PASTOR BEATEN 
AT SOMALILAND BORDER  
Immigration officials threaten to kill convert from Islam unless 



he renounces faith. 
 
NAIROBI, Kenya, May 8 (Compass Direct News) – 
A pastor trying to visit Somalia’s autonomous, self-
declared state of Somaliland earlier this year 
discovered just how hostile the separatist region can 
be to Christians. 
 
A convert from Islam, Abdi Welli Ahmed is an East 
Africa Pentecostal Church pastor from Kenya who in 
February tried to visit and encourage Christians, an 
invisibly tiny minority, in the religiously intolerant 
region of Somaliland. 
 
Born and raised in Kenya’s northern town of Garissa, 
Ahmed first traveled to Addis Ababa, the capital of 
neighboring Ethiopia. When he arrived by car at the 
border crossing of Wajaale on Feb. 19 with all legal 
travel documents, his Bible and other Christian 
literature landed him in unexpected trouble with 
Somaliland immigration officials. 
 
“I was beaten up for being in possession of Christian 
materials,” Ahmed told Compass. “They threatened to 
kill me if I did not renounce my faith, but I refused to 
their face. They were inhuman.” 
 
Ahmed said the chief border official in Wajaale, 
whom he could identify only by his surname of Jama, 
took charge of most of the torturing. Ahmed said their 
threats were heart-numbing as they struggled to 
subdue him, with Jama and others saying they had 
killed two Somali Christians and would do the same 
to him. 
 
His pleas that he was a Kenyan whose faith was 
respected in his home country, he said, fell on deaf 
ears. 
 
“I was abused, and they also abused my faith as the 
religion for pagans, which they said is unacceptable in 
their region,” he said. “I told them that I am Kenyan-
born and brought up in Kenya, and my Christian faith 
is respected and recognized in Garissa.” 
 
Jama ordered Ahmed’s incarceration, and he was 
locked up in an immigration cell for nine hours. The 
officials took from his bag three CDs containing his 
personal credentials and Christian educational 
literature. They also took his English Bible, two 
Christian books and US$400, he said. 
 
Ahmed said he was released with the aid of an 
unnamed Ethiopian friend. 

 
“They warned me to never dare step into or think of 
going to Somaliland again,” said Ahmed, who 
doubles as a relief and development worker. 
 
On March 22 he sent letters of complaint to 
Ethiopian, Kenyan and even presumably less-than-
sympathetic Somaliland officials; none has shown 
any signs of pursuing justice, he said. 
 
Compass e-mailed a copy of the letter to Alexander 
O. Oxiolo, head of consular affairs at Ethiopia’s 
Foreign Affairs ministry, who subsequently denied 
receiving it. When Compass printed the letter and 
took a hard copy to him, Oxiolo said he could not act 
on it because the complainant had not signed it. 
 
He also questioned whether Ahmed was a Christian 
because of his Muslim name, apparently expecting 
him to have changed it after conversion. 
 
Ahmed converted to Christianity in 1990. Soon after 
he was baptized in 1995, Ahmed came under threat 
from Muslims and fled to Niger in 1996, where he 
married. He and his wife returned to Kenya in 2000, 
Ahmed said, and since then he has received a steady 
stream of threats from Muslims in Garissa. On several 
occasions he has been forced to leave Garissa for 
months at a time, he said, waiting for tensions to cool. 
 
Ahmed was ordained in 2004. 

 
 



 
 

TThhee  KK iinnggddoomm  MM eessssaaggee  
ooff   SSaallvvaatt iioonn  

 
The hourglass is nearly empty. The Great Tribulation 
has begun and Armageddon looms in the very near 
future. There are a total of TWO things that you need 
in order to obtain Eternal Life and Man-Made 
Religion is not one of them. (1) A Good Heart 
Condition. (2) An Acceptance of Christ as Lord and 
Savior.  
 
We urge those who wish to obtain Eternal Life in 
Christ's Kingdom to read the following very 
important message.  
 
We don’t aim to twist arms or convince anyone of 
anything they aren’t ready or willing to believe as 
their hearts will ultimately dictate what they perceive 
to be truth. However, it is also our responsibility to 
warn those who do not accept this Truth, will face 
Judgment at Armageddon. For this reason we pray 
that the eyes and hearts of all who read our message 
are opened to the Truth whether that is now, or in the 
near future when our words come to pass. 
 

OUR MESSAGE OF TRUTH 
 
The main theme of our Message of Truth is that those 

who wish to have eternal life must declare Jesus 
Christ to be Lord and Savior. This must be done in 
order to be one with His coming Kingdom.  
 
We realize that many will challenge our faith and the 
faith of others who also declare Jesus to be Lord. 
They will say that we must meet certain requirements 
of water baptism, a belief in the Trinity and other 
man-made religious ideals. If those people are of 
some positive energy, they will see the Light. If not, 
they will remain opposed to what is ministered to 
them. That is their Free Will choice. Even if they 
claim to be foot-step followers of Christ, they will be 
deemed not worthy of Salvation unless they exhibit 
the Holy Spirit from within them. If they believe 
falsehoods about Christ, cling to their man-made 
religious belief systems and exhibit no signs of 
positive energy, they will be marked accordingly by 
the Cherubic Order of Angels. All people are judged 
by what is really in their hearts.  
 
As part of our Ministry to those that oppose the Truth, 
we point out that a humble heart is the only thing that 
saves anyone. Without it, you are endowed with 
negative energy. What your heart is filled with is 
what springs forth with abundance from the mouth. 
Luke 6:45 is clear on this point: 
 
A good man produces good out of the good 
storeroom of his heart. An evil man produces evil 
out of the evil storeroom, for his mouth speaks from 
the overflow of the heart. 
 
Proverbs 4:23 is clear on the need to safeguard your 
heart against the wickedness of negative energy being 
stored there: 
 
Guard your heart above all else, for it is the source 
of life. 
 
By knowing and understanding the Truth of the 
Word, you treasure up within your hearts that of 
positive energy. That's what guides you (the Holy 
Spirit - Positive energy) so that you do not sin 
knowingly against Christ or his Father.  
 
I have treasured Your word in my heart so that I 
may not sin against You. Psalms 119:11.  
 
The problem with sin is that it cultivates negative 
energy. From the mind where it begins or originates, 
it creeps down into your heart. Then you're in trouble. 
That's why it's not a sin to think a bad thought, if you 
dismiss it. You did not act on it. Therefore, it is not a 



sin. But if you dwell on the wrong thought, it will 
creep on down into your heart and become a part of 
you. So, above all else, safeguard your hearts. 
 

WHAT ABOUT WATER BAPTISM? 
 
It is not necessary to be baptized in water to be saved. 
Jesus Christ was the forerunner. In Christ's Ministry, 
baptism in water was used to anoint him by his 
Father. It was continued by his disciples, because he 
had not yet ascended to Heaven, and had not yet 
received the Kingdom Authority that would later be 
bestowed upon him by his Father Yahweh. Once that 
had been fully accomplished, the Light of Truth 
became the baptism via the Light of Christ. The 
Savior's instructions given at Matthew 28:19-20, you 
see the baptism it speaks of is a baptism of Holy 
Spirit.  
 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age. 
 
This takes place when one truly comes to understand 
the Father of Jesus Christ and accept Him as Truth. 
Water is no longer necessary to be sanctified. The 
purpose of baptism before Christ was to symbolize 
the shedding of one's former ways of sinful conduct. 
That was sanctification. Now, the baptism of 
sanctification is done as mentioned above. The Holy 
Ghost transformation is performed through the Light 
of Christ. 

 
WILL YOU BE DAMNED 

IF NOT BAPTIZED IN WATER? 
 
Children pass over without water baptism. Some die 
at birth or are aborted. The children have special 
status with the Creator. They are not damned and 
neither are adults that are not water baptized. What 
would happen if you were shipwrecked for the 
remainder of you life? How could God justify not 
giving you a chance to learn His Sovereign Will at 
transition? The only requirement for Christ’s 
salvation is that of a humble heart. Once you are with 
Christ, he knows your humble heart will accept him. 
When you passed through his Light, you were then 
baptized as a Holy Ghost. The water baptism would 
be nil in Christ's eyes. It is the HEART that Saves. 
Nothing else can get you into the Kingdom unless 
your heart is of Positive energy. Yahweh Himself 
reveals this at Jeremiah 17:10.  

 
I, the LORD, examine the mind, I test the heart to 
give to each according to his way, according to what 
his actions deserve. 
 
If the heart were not the thing of importance, He 
would not search it. It is not the outward appearance 
that saves, but what is hidden deep within the heart.  

 
ALL POSITIVE ENERGY 

PEOPLE ARE ACCEPTABLE 
 
People of all nationalities, regardless of race, color or 
religion are open to the Salvation of Christ. 
 
Then I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, 
having the eternal gospel to announce to the 
inhabitants of the earth to every nation, tribe, 
language, and people. Revelation 14:6 
 
Hear this, all you peoples; listen, all who inhabit the 
world, both low and high, rich and poor together. 
Psalms 49:1-2 
 
Then Peter began to speak: In truth, I understand 
that God doesn't show favoritism, but in every 
nation the person who fears Him and does 
righteousness is acceptable to Him. Acts 10:34-35 
 

REMEMBER - IT'S A FREE WILL CHOICE 
  
Everyone has Free Will Choice in the decision and 
are able to choose one way or the other. That's why 
we will not try to force the Truth on to anyone.  
 
I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you 
today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live, love the LORD your God, 
obey Him, and remain faithful to Him. For He is 
your life, and He will prolong your life in the land 
the  
 
LORD swore to give to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Deuteronomy 30:19-20 
 
But if it doesn't please you to worship the LORD, 
choose for yourselves today the one you will 
worship: the gods your fathers worshiped beyond 
the Euphrates River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living. As for me and my family, 
we will worship the LORD. Joshua 24:15 
 



If you carefully obey My commands I am giving you 
today, to love the LORD your God and worship Him 
with all your heart and all your soul, I will provide 
rain for your land in season, the early and late 
rains, and you will harvest your grain, new wine, 
and oil. I will provide grass in your fields for your 
livestock. You will eat and be satisfied. Be careful 
that you are not enticed to turn aside, worship, and 
bow down to other gods. Then the LORD's anger 
will burn against you. He will close the sky, and 
there will be no rain; the land will not yield its 
produce, and you will perish quickly from the good 
land the LORD is giving you. Deuteronomy 11:13-
17 
 
This is how we are sure that we have come to know 
Him: by keeping His commands. 1 John 2:3 

 
SALVATION – 

KINGDOM MESSAGE COMPLETED 
 
Now, either you will accept or reject the Truth we 
have ministered to you. Since everyone should come 
to understand that actions result in consequences, we 
deliver the following warning. If you decide to refuse 
the truth, then you will know what is ahead--even if 
you reject that also, at this time. Later on, you will see 
our words come to life. If you accept the Truth now 
but are later tempted to cultivate a negative energy 
within your heart, then the warning we share might 
help to prevent that from happening. 

 
YAHWEH'S BITTER-SWEET WARNING 

TO ALL PEOPLE OF THE EARTH 
 
He that exercises faith in the Son has everlasting 
life. He that disobeys the Son will not see life. The 
Wrath of God remains upon him. The one who 
believes in the Son has eternal life, but the one who 
refuses to believe in the Son will not see life; instead, 
the wrath of God remains on him. John 3:36 
 
Once you have been given the Message of Truth, if 
you do not obey it you are exercising your Free Will 
choice. However, it will result in eternal death at the 
Judgment. Just as Satan and his angels cannot have 
free reign in creation - neither will it be permitted of 
those that exercise that choice. Your fate is upon your 
own head. 
                                                                 
Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent 
of everyone's blood, for I did not shrink back from 
declaring to you the whole plan of God. Acts 20:26-
27  

 
The above scripture reveals we will be clean from the 
blood of those who make the wrong choice. If you are 
so cultivated with negative energy that you hear and 
know that what we speak is Truth and you continue to 
sin willfully by rejecting that Truth, then you will lose 
the Sacrificial Hope of Salvation. Time will 
eventually run out. Armageddon is the final Judgment 
Chapter.  
 
For if we deliberately sin after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for sins Hebrews 10:26  
 
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the 
day of our God's vengeance... Isaiah 61:2  
 
The tumult reaches to the ends of the earth because 
the LORD brings a case against the nations. He 
enters into judgment with all flesh. As for the  
wicked, He hands them over to the sword [This is] 
the LORD's declaration. Jeremiah 25:31  
 
I tell you that on the day of judgment people will 
have to account for every careless word they speak. 
Matthew 12:36  
 
When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you will 
surely die,' and you do not speak out to dissuade 
him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his 
sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood."  
Ezekiel 33:8 
 

SANCTIFICATON OF 
THE CREATOR'S NAME 

 
This GOOD NEWS of the Kingdom will be preached 
in all the inhabited earth and bear witness to all the 
nations. The nations will be made to know Yahweh. 
His Name must be sanctified before the nations.  
 
I will honor the holiness of My great name, which 
has been profaned among the nations the name you 
have profaned among them. The nations will know 
that I am Yahweh "the declaration of the Lord GOD 
"when I demonstrate My holiness through you in 
their sight. Ezekiel 36:23  
 
So I will make My holy name known among My 
people Israel and will no longer allow it to be 
profaned. Then the nations will know that I am the 
LORD, the Holy One in Israel. Ezekiel 39:7 

 
ARE THERE ANY FREE RIDES 



TO ETERNAL BLISS? 
 
Anyone that believes they can get a free ride through 
eternity without going through Christ, please read:  
 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to people by which 
we must be saved. Acts 4:12  
 
Once you have received the Truth, you are under 
obligation by the Creator.  
 
Wisdom is supreme so get wisdom. And whatever 
else you get, get understanding. Proverbs 4:7 
 
Your Sisters and Brother in Christ, 
The Ministers of the Light of Life Ministry 
 

 
 

For more FREE information  
you can visit the following links: 

 
Our Ministry website: 

www.lightoflifeministry.com  
 

The End Times Truths website: 
http://chosen.weebly.com 

 
For FREE End Times E-Books visit: 
http://stores.lulu.com/endtimestruths 

 
 Any questions or comments?   

 
contactlightoflifeministry@yahoo.com 

 
May Father Bless you and Guide you  

in your search for The Truth.  
Amen. 


